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Minnesota Population Projections 2000-2030

Minnesota’s population is
projected to grow to 5,452,500
by 2010 and 6,268,200 by
2030. This growth will be
fueled by in-migration from
other states and foreign
countries and by natural
increase (more births than
deaths).

Growth will be greatest in

Twin Cities area suburban
counties. The St. Cloud and
Rochester areas and the lakes
area of north central Minnesota
will also see strong growth
throughout the next 30 years.
Many counties in western
Minnesota will continue to lose
population, though the losses
will be moderate in most cases.

The aging of the baby boom
will produce an explosion in the
45- to-64-year old population
between 2000 and 2010, and
the over-55 population will
grow by more than 2 million

in the coming 30 years. The
median age will rise from 35.4
years in 2000 to 40.2 years in
2030.

The projections shown in

this report are higher than
those in previous projections
series published in 1993 and
1998. Population growth

in Minnesota in the 1990s

was higher than anticipated,
reflecting the strong economy
that led to greater in-migration
from other states and countries.
The projections assume that
Minnesota will continue to
experience net in-migration
throughout the coming decades,
though the level of in-migration

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center.
Projected numbers calculated from age group data.

will taper off. Additional
assumptions are that fertility
rates will not change and that
life expectancy will continue to
increase. For more details on
assumptions and methodology,
see the end of this report.

Births and deaths both
expected to rise

Births are projected to rise
steadily between 2000

and 2015 and then to level
off. Births will be at their
highest level since the 1960s,

by age and gender

Minnesota's population in 2000
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with almost 76,000 births are most likely to have children,  Natural increase will 2010 and 2015, then fall to

antidpated in 2015. By
comparison, births in the 1990s

were in the range of 63,000 to
‘68,000 annually.
Fertility rates by age are
projected to remain constant,
so the reason for the increase
in births is a rise in the female
population of childbearing age.
Between 2000 and 2015 the

projected population of women
20 to 34, the age when women

is expected to increase by 20
percent.

Deaths will increase from
about 191,000 between 2000
and 2005 to almost 247,000
between 2025 and 2030. Even
though people are expected

to live longer, the number of
deaths will rise as the size of
the population increases and
the elderly population grows
rapidly.

account for two-thirds of
growth

Natural increase, the excess

of births over deaths, will
contribute about two-thirds of
projected population growth
over the next 30 years. Though
deaths will rise, this will be
largely counterbalanced by

the increase in births. Natural
increase is expected to peak at
more than 167,000 between

Births in Minnesota projected to rise until 2015, then level off
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about 128,000 between 2025
and 2030.

Natural increase will be
greatest in faster-growing
counties with younger
populations. Areas with
older populations and less
growth, mostly in western and
northeastern Minnesota, will
have more deaths than births.
By 2025 to 2030, 33 of 87
counties are projected to have
natural decrease.

Migration will contribute to
population growth

Minnesota is projected to
experience net in-migration
throughout the projections
period. However, net in-
migration will taper off over
time, falling from about
129,000 between 2000

and 2005 to about 41,000
between 2025 and 2030. Net
in-migration is expected to
account for about one-third
of all growth over the next 30
years.




Numbers are rounded

213,700

2015-20

191,400 197,100 204,400
200005 2005-10  2010-15

Number of Minnesota deaths is projected to rise

246,400
226,800

2010-25 2025-30

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center

2000 to 2010 growth
expected to be substantial

Over the next 10 years,
Minnesota's population is
projected to grow by 533,000,
or about 11 percent. This is
similar to the level of growth
experienced in the 1990s.

About 81 percent of all growth
will occur in metropolitan
areas, with 73 percent of the
gain in the Minneapolis-St.
Paul metropolitan area alone.
Scott (37 percent), Sherburne
(34 percent) and Carver (31
percent) are projected to be
the fastest-growing counties.
Twenty-one counties, mostly
in western Minnesota, are
projected to lose population
during the coming decade.

Minnesota population
projected to grow 27
percent from 2000 to 2030

Minnesota's population is
projected to pass 6 million by
2025 and to reach 6,268,200
by 2030. This represents a gain
of 27 percent, or about 1.35
million people in 30 years.

Only 13 counties are projected
to have a lower population in
2030 than in 2000. The most
rapid gains are projected for
Scott (103 percent), Sherburne
(89 percent) and Carver (85
percent) counties.

Over the 30-year period,
metropolitan areas are
projected to grow 30 percent
compared to 21 percent for

from 2000 to 2030

277,700
255,400

241,200

=

Projected population change in Minnesota

215,700

168,800

Numbers are rounded
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M Natural Increase

[E1 Net Migration

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center

2025 to 2030

Projected deaths compared to births

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center

B More deaths than births

£1 More births than deaths

nonmetropolitan areas. About
77 percent of all growth will
occur in metropolitan areas,
with 68 percent of all growth
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul
metropolitan area.

Population age 0-14 will
grow in suburban counties,
fall in western Minnesota

The number of children age 0
to 14 is projected to fall slightly
between 2000 and 2005,

then rise at a modest rate
throughout the remainder of
the projections period. Overall,
the child population will grow
about 10 percent over the
coming 30 years.

Most of the gain in the child
population will occur in
counties that attract young
families, particularly in the
Twin Cities suburbs. Over
the next 10 years, Scott
County is projected to see an
increase of more than 5,000
children. Gains of more than
3,000 children are projected

October 2002

for Washington, Sherburne
and Dakota counties. At the
other extreme, declines of 15
percent or more are projected
for Koochiching, Traverse,
Murray, Big Stone, Wilkin and
Lac qui Parle counties. Most
of the western half of the state
can anticipate falling child
populations and, consequently,
continued declines in school
enroliments.

Population age 15 to 24 will
grow about 20 percent over
30 years

The population age 15 to 24
is projected to rise between
2000 and 2010 and remain
fairly steady thereafter. It will
fall slightly between 2010
and 2020 and then rise again.
Overall, this age group will
grow about 10 percent over
a 30-year period. The 15- to
24-year old population will
remain concentrated in large
urban counties and in counties
with college and university
campuses.

Minnesota State Demographic Center 3




. Projected population change 2000 to 2010

State: 533,000

s

[J-785t00

110 1,499
E 1,500 t0 4,999
M 5,000 t0 83,540

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center

Sl B

State: 11%

D-Stoo
EHotws
Esw13

M 3037

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center

Size of 25- to 44-year old
age group will not change
dramatically

The number of 25-to-44-year
olds is projected to remain
fairly stable, falling slightly
between 2000 and 2005

and rising slightly thereafter.
Overall, the size of this age
group is expected to increase
about 7 percent from 2000 to
2030, well below the growth
rate for the total population.

Like the child population, the
25-to 44-year old group will
grow the most in suburban
counties such as Washington,
Dakota, Scott, Sherburne and
Carver. Though suburban
counties and some others
will see gains, the majority

of counties will experience a
decline in this age group over
the next 30 years. Employers
in these counties, especially in
western Minnesota, will have

after 2010

Projected population

1,060,483 1,057,500

2000 2005 2010

Numbers are rounded

1,105,000
l.om"m I I I

2015 2020 2025 2030

Minnesota age 0 to 14 population projected to rise

1,161,100

1,164,200

1,140,600

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center

problems finding employees in ‘

this prime working age group.

Age 45 to 64 will see huge
growth from 2000 to 2015

The aging of the baby boom
will produce a huge increase
in the number of 45- to-64-
year olds between 2000 and
2015. After 2015, as more
boomers start to leave this age
bracket, the number will level
off. Statewide, the age group

will grow 36 percent from 2000
to 2010. The 2030 number will
be about the same as the 2010
number.

Every county in the state,
even those expected to lose
population, will have an
increase in the 45- to-64-
year old age group. Over

the 30-year period, gains of
more than 50 percent are
expected in growing suburban
counties such as Carver,

rise slightly

Projected population

759,200

696,845

2000

760,400

2005 2010 2015

Numbers are rounded

Minnesota age 15-24 population projected to

740,800

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center
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Projected population change 2000 to 2030
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Scott, Sherburne, Chisago, birthdays. The 65-plus age
Washington, Wright and group is projected to grow by
Dakota. almost 700,000 between 2000

and 2030, a growth rate of 117

Age 65 and older will soar
percent.

after 2015
In the next 10 years, the senior
population is projected to grow
by more than 6,000 in each of
the largest Twin Cities counties:
Hennepin, Dakota, Anoka,
Washington and Ramsey.
Retirement magnets such as
Crow Wing, Cass, Aitkin and

The elderly population will rise
moderately between 2000 and
2010, with an expected gain
of 14 percent. After 2015,
growth in this age group will
be extremely rapid as baby
boomers pass their 65th

Minnesota age 25-44 population projected to
fall slightly, then rise

Projected population
1,604,300 1622800 1,603,100
1,497,320 1,476,100

1,546,900
I I“,n. I I I

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center
Numbers are rounded

Hubbard counties will see rapid
growth in this age group.

The effect of Minnesota’s aging
population will be most visible
in suburban areas where the
middle-aged population is
concentrated today. The elderly
population will more than triple
in most suburban counties
between 2000 and 2030.

Increases in the 65-plus
population will be more
modest in rural areas of
western Minnesota. The older
population is projected to
fall in many of these counties
between 2000 and 2010,
reflecting the small size of
the middle-aged population
living there now. After 2015,
growth in the older population
should resume throughout
the state because of the baby
boom effect. Gains in western
Minnesota will be small
compared to gains in other
areas of the state, however.

October 2002

Suburban and lakes counties
will see big gains in 85+
population

The 85 and older population
is projected to grow 25
percent in this decade and 91
percent between 2000 and
2030. Though the 2000 to
2010 growth is considerable,
it is well below the growth in
this age group seen in recent
decades. Low birthrates in the
late 1920s and the 1930s are
slowing the rate of growth in
the elderly population, and
this will affect the number of
people moving into extreme
old age.

Suburban counties such as
Washington, Scott and Anoka
and lakes area counties such
as Cass and Hubbard are
projected to see dramatic
growth in the 85 and older
population in the next 30 years.
The 85-plus population is
expected to grow 298 percent
in Washington County, 289
percent in Scott County and
270 percent in Anoka County

Minnesota State Demographic Center 5
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between 2000 and 2030. The
aging of current middle-aged
and young elderly residents

is the major reason for this
tremendous rise. In the lakes
area, in-migration of retirees
who then age in place will also
contribute to growth.

Increases in the 85 and older
group will be far more modest
in western Minnesota. In

Jackson, Traverse, Kittson, and
Lac qui Parle counties, the
extremely old population is
anticipated to grow less than 5
percent from 2000 to 2030.

Methodology

The population projections
presented in this publica-
tion were prepared using the
cohort-component method.

The 2000 census population by
age and gender from the U.S.
Census Bureau provided the
starting point. Assumptions
were then made about the
rates of mortality, fertility and
migration during each five-year
period. The population at the
end of each time period reflects
the expected number of survi-
vors, births during the period,

and additions or subtractions
attributable to migration. The
projected population then
becomes the basis for the next
cyde of projections calcula-
tions. County projections

in each age-sex group were
controlled to the state totals.
Regional and metropolitan area
projections were derived by
adding up the counties in the

Minnesota age 45-64 population projected to rise
sharply, then fall
Projected population
1,505,600 <
1453,300 2 LS00 3800 1,443,100
1,282,900

o l

2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030
Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center
Numbers are rounded

Minnesota age 65+ population projected to rise
sharply in coming decades

Projected population

2000 2005 2010

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center

Numbers are rounded

2015

2030

2020 2025
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2000 to 2010
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region or metropolitan area.
Metropolitan area definitions
are those established by the
federal Office of Management

and Budget in 1999. (See http:

Ivwww.whitehouse.gov/omb/
inforeg/msa-bull99-04.html )

Mortality assumptions

Survival rates were assumed
to be the same in the state
and all its counties. The
projections assume that
survival rates will increase

at the same rate shown in

the national projections
prepared by the U.S. Census
Bureau and benchmarked

to 1999 estimates. See http:
IIwww.census.gov/population/
wwwi/projections/natproj.html
for more information about
these national projections. The
national changes in survival
rates were applied to the

2000 Minnesota survival rates.
(See Population Notes, April
2002.) In 2000 Minnesota’s
life expectancy was above

the national average, and

this difference is expected to

continue. Most improvement
in survival rates is projected
to occur at older ages, since
mortality among younger age
groups is already very low.
Survival rates are expected
to rise more for males than
for females, continuing an
established trend.

Fertility assumptions

Fertility rates by age and
county were projected to

remain constant at 2000 levels.

In 2000 the Minnesota total

fertility rate was 1.97 lifetime

births per woman. (See

Population Notes, May 2002.)

County total fertility rates
range from a low of 1.32 in
Stevens County to a high of
3.01 in Mahnomen County.

Migration assumptions

as well as over time.

will be for ages 50 to 64

From 2000 to 2010, fastest growth in Minnesota
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Migration rates were assumed
to vary by age, sex and county
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| 2000 to 2010

Projected % change in population 85+

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center
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In-migration and out-migration
were projected separately. Net
migration was calculated by
subtracting out-migration from
in-migration.

Data on in- and out-migration
from the 2000 census was not
available at the time these
projections were prepared. In
the absence of recent data,
migration numbers from the
1990 census were updated
using an estimate of total
county migration between
1995 and 2000. Migration
from 1995 to 2000 was
estimated by cutting in half
the residual method estimate
of total county migration from
1990 to 2000. (See Population
Notes, July 2002.) The 1985
to 1990 in- and out-migration
figures by age and gender
were updated to 1995 to
2000 using an adjustment
procedure described by Smith,
Tayman and Swanson in their
2001 publication State and
Local Population Projections.

8 Minnesota State Demographic Center

This method assumes the age
profile of in- and out-migrants
remained the same in 1995

to 2000 as in 1985 to 1990,
though the numbers differ.

Once the adjusted numbers
of in- and out-migrants
were estimated, new in- and
out-migration rates were

calculated. The in-migration
rate for each county was
based on dividing the number
of in-migrants by the total
1995 U.S. population in that
age-sex group minus the age-
sex group population in the
county. The U.S. population
estimates come from the U.S.
Bureau of the Census at http://
eire.census.gov/popest/archives/
national/nation2/intfile2-1.txt

The out-migration rate was
based on dividing the number
of out-migrants in each age
and sex group by the county
population in the comparable
age and gender category.

The 1995 age-sex population
estimates by county come from
Faces of the Future (Minnesota
Planning, September 1998.)

The procedures used to obtain
in- and out-migration rates
for counties were also used to
calculate rates for the state.

For projections of future
migration, the out-migrant

pool was the 2000 census
population or the projected
population of the state or
county in the age-gender group.
The in-migrant pool was the

projected national population
by age and gender from the
U.S. Census Bureau Middle
Series 1998 projections, minus
the state or county population.
The numbers in the 1998
national projections were
increased based on the ratio
of the 2000 census counts to
projected 2000 numbers.

Migration played an important
and unprecedented role in
Minnesota’s population growth
between 1990 and 2000.
Strong job growth and an
extremely low unemployment
rate attracted many new
residents to the state. Though
the projections anticipate solid
economic performance in the
future, the difference between
Minnesota and its competitors
is unlikely to continue at the
same magnitude for the next
30 years. In the projections,
future in-migration rates for
Minnesota were reduced and
out-migration rates were
increased. In-migration was
reduced by multiplying the
following values times the
1995-2000 rate: 2000-05,

.99; 2005-10, .93; 2010-15,
.88, 2015-20 .84; 2020-25: .81;

From 2000 to 2030, fastest growth in Minnesota will be for ages over 60

All ages o
0-4 B 13
5-9 10
10-14 7
15-19 5
20-24

25-29

30-34 1
35-39 -0

40-44 2
45-49 12
50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75-79

80-84

85+
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90
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m
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Projected % change

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center
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between 2000 and 2030

106,700
95,400

85,601

2000

Numbers are rounded

Minnesota age 85+ population projected to rise

163,300

134,900
115,400 |1216°° I

2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030
Projected population

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center

2025-30, .80. Out-migration
rates were increased by the

following ratios during these
same periods: 1.005, 1.015,
1.025, 1.05, 1.05, 1.05.

Counties were divided into
three categories. Counties
that demonstrated a pattern
of faster-than-average growth
and grew faster from 1990 to
2000 than in earlier decades
were treated in a manner that
would give them a greater
share of the state’s migration-
related growth in the future.

The first group of seven
counties (Aitkin, Carver, Cass,
Cook, Crow Wing, Pine and
Scott) grew faster than the
state average and showed a
pattern of rapidly accelerating
growth, with annual growth
during the 1990s occurring at a
rate at least 1.0 percent faster
than the average from 1970

to 1990. For these counties,
in-migration rates from 1995
to 2000 were multiplied by
1.03 and kept constant in each
time period. Out-migration
rates from 1995 to 2000 were
multiplied by .98 and also kept
constant.

The second group of 13
counties (Beltrami, Chisago,
Dodge, Douglas, Hubbard,

Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Olmsted,
Otter Tail, Rice, Sherburne,
Stearns and Washington) also
grew faster than the state
average from 1990 to 2000 and
showed a pattern of moderately
accelerating growth. Their
annual growth rate during the
1990s was between 0.1 and 0.9
percent faster than the annual
average between 1970 and
1990. In- and out-migration
rates in these counties were
kept constant at 1995 to 2000
levels.

For the remaining 67 counties,
in-migration rates were
decreased and out-migration
rates were increased over time.
In-migration rates were reduced
by multiplying the 1995 to
2000 rates times the following:
2000-05, .981; 2005-2010, .97;
2010-15, .935; 2015-20, .91;
2020-25, .885; and 2025-30,
.88. Out-migration rates were
increased by the following
amounts in the successive time
periods: 1.0026, 1.0055, 1.009,
1.015, 1.023, 1.034. These
rates were selected because
they produced numbers that
added up to values close to
the previously calculated state
totals, thus minimizing the
amount of controlling that had
to be done.

Net in-migration for Swift and
Pine counties was reduced,
with zero total net migration
assumed overall for 1995 to
2000. These counties contain
prisons, and in-migration of
inmates appears to have been
responsible for much of the in-
migration in the 1990s. In the
projections, the male population
20 to 54 in these two counties
was calculated by adding the
2000 difference between male
and female populations by

age to the projected female
population in those age groups.

For the state and all counties,
in- and out-migration rates

by gender were averaged for
children age 0 to 14. Since
children generally move with
their parents, any gender
differences in the migration
data can be assumed to be
random. Rates by gender were
also averaged for age 75 and
over in all counties except
Hennepin and Ramsey because
of the relatively small size of
these age groups and the small
amount of migration.

October 2002 Minnesota State Demographic Center
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State of Minnesota - 4,919.479
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‘1NNESOTA COUNTY POPULATION PROJECTIONS ' ' '

2015 2020

% change % change
2030 2000-2010 2000-2030

Martin - : 21080 0 721120
Meeker 22,644 24,520 25,540 26,470
Millelacs =771 22330 5 24260 26,180 28,270 1 T30320°
Morrison 33,550 34,610

Mower =55 3860 9,900 780

8,650
&%@ym

'8 720

| Ramsey.
Red Lake
Renville

18,070
170,370
139550

10,140

12,380

55,320

Yellow Medicine 11,080 10,880 10,800 - 10,880

purces: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center
e numbers rounded to nearest 100; county numbers rounded to nearest 10.

12,460

56,090

10,940
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JlINNESOTA DEVEI.OPMENT REGION POPUI.ATION PROJECT IONS

LU

2000 census 2005 2010
Region
1 Northwest 88472 88,000 88,300
2  Headwaters 76,161 81,200 86,000
3 . Amowhead = 322,073 329,800 338,500
4  West Central 210,059 217,100 224,300
5 i North Central /77150 152,100 163,100 % 77174400
6E Mid-Minnesota 115,899 119,300 122,700

% change % change

2015 2020 2025 2030 2000-2010 2000-2030
89,0007 789900 " T90700° 1 EOLAG0 0 3
90,800 95,300 99,600 103,500 13 36

347,800 356,500 364,200 370,600 5 5
232,400 240,500 248 500 255 800 7 22
186,200 " 197,400 2NRR00 s
126,200 129,500 132,300 134,700 6 16

Minnesota Valley

50011

120,800

121, 717

120,900

- ‘790%3"”226800“‘"““231“1 0

559 200

324,100

Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center
Numbers rounded to nearest 100.

MINNESOTA METROPOLITAN AREA POPULATION PROJECTIONS

2000 census 2005

it )

2010

2015

2020 2025

% change % change
2030 2000-2010 2000-2030

3,463,360 3,690,600 3,893,200

1616400

0773007 747238700 4378800 4,503,100

1 670, 800 1,720,700

1,765,200

Nonmetropolitan total 1,456,119 1,506,600 1,559,400

Fargo-Moorhead, ND:-MN == -5 152,200
Duluth-Superior, MN-WI 200 528 202,900

"Grand forks, ND-MN .0 o
LaCrosse, WI MN

19,718 20,200

Rochester MN 124,277 132 700

31369 230,900 0

52,600

205 900

215 500

100 0 753,600

217800

R L e N

[StCIoud MN MSA 2.0 2iii167.392 L0
Sources: 2000 census, SF1; Minnesota State Demographic Center

Note: projections are made for only the Minnesota portion of these metropolitan areas

Numbers rounded to nearest 100.

21 400

22, 100 22 600
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