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Greetings to my fri=ngs andg nel thoors! Lthounh 1 nave not
lived in this area for over furty years, T scill rpu1 I 4 nsck home.

Une day in August lust year, T vizited witn Aluert Kluge in the
super-market, and ne told me the old school houase 2nd coantencs nad been sold,
and I told him I must go out and see the nlace 4guin before it was moved or
torn down. The next Sunday I weni to garly churcn, then drove out; and when
I saw a csar at the door of the new school I Dtoppmd there firsi, aﬂd there 1
found Mr., & Mrs. Fredricks working like mad to bring order out of chaos., I
introduced myself, found out who they were, and told them why I wds so
interested -- that I had been born and raised wichin stones' throw of the
old schoolhouse, as was also my mother. I mentioned that I had never been
inside the schoolhmuse since we left the neighborhood on November 1, 1919,
Mr. Fredricks said he had the key, and if I cored to, I might go over --
which I did. I was truly glad to see thne piuce -- T did not see it as a
large empty rocm -- long past the time when it shnuld ve reulaced -- but as
I stood and looked, I saw it as it was long years =10 -- I saw the boys and
girls -- most of whom are gone -- those wna ars left zre widely scattered.
Jhen I returned the key, I told ths folks 3 Few things I remambered, and Mr.
Fredricks said, "I think you should sive a tolk when we have Open Hauss“.

4 week or two later my niece from M;lmuh<ee wan hzra2 anog I brought her out.
Mrs. Balliet was just leaving; we nzd =z chat snd snz2, too, said, "VYou

should tell some of these things a2t our Open Haouse". dow you know why I am
nere, and I realize, more than ever, that "Silence is Golden" -- if you

don't want to become involved in any oroject, xeep still; and if you do know
anything, keep it a secret,.

Before I say much of anything a@oout the scnool, I would like to tell
you something of the early history of this community; and to do that I must be
quite personal and give you a little of my family history -- I am sure you
will pardon me and understand. You may have windered how Soicer Schaol and
S5picer Cemetery got their names -- thet is why I feel I should start at the

beginning.

My grandfather, Avery T. Soicer, ceme from New York State in 1848,
and homesteaded 80 acres, and paid 31.25 an acre. It was all h=avy oak
timber and he had trees cut, lumber sawed, and built a log nouse right where
the present house stands. A few years later he built the barn which is the
present barn on the farm; but it stood west of all the buildings -- across the
"ravine", as we always called it. My mother was born in the log house in 1863--
the only child of Avery Spicer and his wife, Laurs Fastman., Avery died when
mother was four years old -- "cancer of the stomsch", said the specialist whao
L #urd died six years later --
went to live with her
from the

came from Chicaga -- the charge? 325.0u.
typhoid fever -- mother was ten, and an orphan. She
grandmpother Eastman -- their home was in the clump of trees across
Luck place.

Now, I must go back to my grandfather Avery, His parents followed
him to Wisconsin, and they settled on a plct cf grouna, in a log house across
the road from the Baserwolf plsce; and at thneir death in less than ten years,
Avery gave the plot of ground out of his farm, wnich is Spicer_Cemetery, and
buried his parents there. B8efore that, burials hac bzen made in the grove up
at the corner -- then the remains and markers were remnoved to the new
cemetery. I thought that should be of interest to area residents.
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I want to tell you how the inside looked when 1 went te sencol.  The
blackboonrd in the front of the room extended fram maiﬂﬁcatiﬂﬂ to the ceilind 7
and it was nade of wide boards ond was painted with o dull Elackuuéing thd,
nerded. Wnile my perents were still in school, = teacnher Gy the n;me UFL )
Eastman, who lived on the farm next north of ours had the words "Peac
Earth, Goodwill to Men" put at the VEry top of thé board Hpét td ‘rthabe‘m'1
and they were still there when I finished schaol Laﬁ:p ~lol~t2 “1? Debing,
added, or ratner put aver, the lower part of the.uood:L bg“d’ﬂ o bosrd uas i
geeged the dusty erasers, and the chalk that would br;ZP Od?ﬁ; ??t v wetStlll

ESKS were the original agnes -- they were really quitecé;uu 2 Trrs gea s and
replaced with modern ones =~ the ink wells in the d k*J‘ E‘~ o they uwere
the teacher had control of & large bot£le af inkﬁ(isshblwefEa LA 8 ERvslhy -
and it was reslly an accomulishm;nt to 1ift out th l'SfT i C?uple of qyarts)
from the big bottle, and get the tiny combainer back io oiace o,CoPs Fill it
A hinged metsl cover prmtgcted anythgng ?;S;nggtiiﬁg ;thlgﬁe ?IEH?Ut P
:;??DEES ts) SUth well remember it was not unusual for s miSD;?evuS; ggi if a

at ahead of him, to get her hair ribbon or the end of H brai i
that cover; and if it did get into the ink o= we G pie e SR
We had slates, and I can stgll hear the click D?u%ié Sgaéega?rfz 2CC1deht.'
when they were brought out from the shelf below to start the USL?; Dnv:ne e
well remember when we began to get the ones with red felt binﬂiﬁr i o
practically noiseless; but even then we lived in an ace of iopizﬂmnlfn.were
had tablets -- and the cost! -- what were we coming togg we EuuiGGbsz EED b
byy at the Fair store -- about where Walgreens store ié Now == Mr gsgh e”DfSt
big, thick tablets of coarse paper for five cents, and 2ften he wéwid o TD d
a lead pencil. 1In the center of the room, and abéut Dné tHird of Ehe igc_ggsk
from the front, was the big old Round Oak Heater with its all-important gendcr
On cold mornings there would be a row of slates clear arDundkit warming up go.
they could be cleaned. Some used spanges, some rags, sometimes’an elbow
g?vzgfzrbzutgslslgeve was pregsed_into actiunr SDmE-Df us kept'small bottles

; p in the cleaning job, and that was fine if we didn't leave the
water in the bottle at night -- if we did, the next morning would find a
brogen bottle and an ill shaped ice cube., There was anotner method, not too
sanitary, but often used. That was to spit on the slate and give it a guick
job with sponge or rag -- that worked if the slate was warm -- if not, it took
time to do the thawing job, There was a raised platform about three feet wide
and a few inches high, clear across the back of the room, with a built-in
bench the entire length -- no back, except the wall. This was referred to as
the "recitation bench" but was used mostly for dinner pails and coats; though
I remember the year there were sixty of us in school -- some had to sit there,
My first teacher was Josephine Bendixen -- a saintly soul -~ I could almost
write a short book about her. There was Catherine Peck -- also a beautiful
character -- they, as well as others, gave us so much outside of what we
learned from our books; also, Isa Jdarvis from near the old fFort, and mMary
GCushman from Lewiston., we had two men teachers -- John Clark from Lewiston,
whose sister was our County Superintendent later; Charles Suweaney, who lived
with his uncle not too far south of here -- he believed in not only laying
down the law but laying on the ruler, where hz thought it was needed -- perhaps
I needed it, but somehow I escaped. uWe almost always started the day by
singing =-- when we had a Christian teacher she would use tne gospel hymns =--
we all had paner-cnvered hymn bLooks -- we sang such songs @s "Work, for the
Night is Coming", "Let the Lower Lights be Burning", "There's A Land That

Two of the older boys ran away from home one time.
stand and sing

They

is Fairer Than Day", etc.
The teacher sadly announced it next morning, and asked that we

"Home Sweet Home", hoping somehow it would help to bring them hame.
returned safe and sound in time, but I doudt our song did the tricke.



"The firai schusl oo arganize ! Lo oo suinmer of 1843, 4 raom

rented of Ass Baldwin for cooonl Sorposos™, Tnae i a8 quooe From G Histoury.,
"In 1850 a log house was erecte on 500, 10 == the Firsg schoolhouse in the
T'p. Thz house was built un the volunteor 2lan;  all of the men of the
neighzorhood turning out to 4ssist in fhe work; oy 1380 the town nad seven

school districts with ag miny substantial school edifices",

. =3 2nter who built it lived at grandfather Avery's while doing
the work. In the home was a small homemade teble with 3 loose ehelf, and the
carpenter yseu the2 under side of tihis shelf to sketch the seating arrangement,
width of aisles, etc., I examined it recently, and the marks are all there
aFFer 99 years. You see, my folks lived to he 83 and 86; most af their
friands had passed on, but they still had each othzr and their memories, and
they.wnuld visit by the hour -- that is why so many things were kept frésh in
my mind. I remember who three of thejr teachers were -- Anna Muirp sister of
John Muir; K. 8. Cook, father of the late J. . Cook; and J., E. Joﬁes father
of Mrs. Harlan 3. Rogers. Religious services were held in the SChDDlHDUSE
under the leadership of the early English preachers who settled in this part
of the state. I mentioned the first services in the log house =- these were
under the leadership nf Rev. Isaac amith of Moundville. Rev. Wm. Wells
located at first near Humes Grove, but later bought the place up here at the
corner on the left -- he and his wife and daughter are buried here in Spicer
Cemetery. My folks said it was not uncommon to have a teacher who read from
the Bible at the start of the school day and, if the teacher was a professing
Christian, a short prayer would start the day. The school was their
community center -- it was here the young people gathered for the mestings of
thelr "Good Templars Society", which was a stron temperance organization, and
my folks always felt it was of great value and showed lasting results. Many
of you have read, or heard tell, of the Peshtigo fire in October of 1871, when
thousands of acres of timber were destroyed in the area beyond Green Bay, near
Marinette. At that time more than 1200 lives were lost -- 600 in the city of
Peshtigo. My parents were 8 and 11 years old at the time, and well remembered
it., Relief work was carried on gveryuwhzre, and for this area the Spicer
Schoolhouse was used as 2 receiving station and work shop. People brought
their contributions -- sacks of grain, corn, potatoes, flour, dried fruits and
vegetables that had besen prepared for their own use, smoked meat, clothing,
bedding, anything that would help. Housewives brought old sheets and other
materials that could be made into bandages and dressings -- everyone gave of
their scanty supolies. Then everything was packed, loadeq gnto wagons, and
taken by horses on the long trip to the stricken area. Then -~ people were
ever pushing westward, and a family who lived on the Luck Fgrm were to go, by
covered wagon, to Nebraska. There were three families leav1ng.together, put I
am not sure thz other two were from this immediate neighborhood. 'A farewell
was held at the schoolhouse, and how often I heard about that! T%mes were hard
in Nebraska; there was wind and drought and grasshoppers, and again rellef wark
Contributions of clothing, yard goods tg be sewed, drleq fru1ts_
and vegetables, non-perishables; and amang other thlngs"sent_frDT time t?lflme’
were seeds from our trees, think of it! And bundles of "cuttings Frqm willow
and poplar trees -- "if only they could get trees to grow and ﬁelp hold the
soil and give them shade", that is what the folks back here said.

to be done.

I am sure by now you wish I had never lived to go to Spicer gchou%,
or that I had passed an before the new one was built -- try and be patient just

a little longer.



T wander how many know th:ot the T'o. of Fie dinneb o . was orqanized
and the first officers elected in the log House of my grandf @ther. Let me
quote from the Col,. Co. History of 1880: "On <he 9tn day of Jan. 1849, all of
.T'p 13, Range 9 lying East of Fox River, was organized into the town of
Winnebago Portane by the county commissioners -- the balance of the T'p. bheing
Menomonee Lands and, of course, not then surveyed by the United States. 0On
the 8th of Jan. 1850 the County Hoard of Supervisors organized this T'p into a
town by itself and named it Part Hope -- all west of the river being still
unsurveyed. The house of Avery T. Spicer was designated as the place for
holding the first town meeting, and Jonathan Whitney was elected the First
Town Chairman". Again I guote, "On May.-<6, 1850, the first religious services
held in the T'p were held st the log house of Avery T. Spicer, and the first
Sunday School organized".

Jonathan Whitney had come from New York and at first settled near
Kingston, but he believed s city would spring up near the Fox River, so he
built & home on the French Creek, near the River, as & start faor his city, and
gave 1t the name of Eort Hope. Thsn he estahlished a Post Office there, and
that is where we went to cet our mail until we had rurel delivery in the very
early 1900's -- that and the telephaone came -hout the same timea,

Now, before I get started on the school, T want to tell you tnat my
grandfather Malthbey came from isw York State in 1867, and he bought the farm
from which these school grounds were taken. My father was seven years old at
the time, He and mother were here in school together; they married in 1883 and
went on to mother's farm. That year thay tore down the log house and built the
home where my four brothers and I were born -- then in 1905 the haome was re-
built, and the exterior looks as it did when we left 435 years ago. HAfter my
parents built their home the year they were married, father had the barn moved
from across the ravine to its present location. The barn was puilt in 1863,
as was the schoolhouse. Grandfather Maltbey was @ carpenter by trade, and he
built the barn which still stands on his old farm; and he also built the

Anacker schoolhouse.

well, father finished B8th grade, and the year before he was married,
he taught the Stone school in N. Marcellon, getting $15,00 a maonth, and'paying
$1.50 a week for room and board -- he walked over on Monday, home on Friday.
Hattie Dates Peck was one of his pupils -- she was an aunt of Mrs. Balliet

who helped to get me into this mass. I expect father, just out of 8th grade,
did very well to get %15,00 a month, for I find in the Co. History -- leibme
i Were o

guote, "The first County report on schools was made %Q_}B?Q; there
schoolhouses in the county, valued at an average of 503,00 each. B ;
wage pald male teachers was $37.00 per month, and female teachers $20.87",

The asverage

I do want you to understand that my =zncestors were not the anly
early settlers here -~ far from it. Many came'and, as the area was Suryfye?
and opened up, the settlers located here and there. The Co? H%storg tﬁ s us ‘
that guite a group came from Ireland and settled on the uesn‘s%de of E e rlser,
and among the names are Cushing, Hogan, mece? G'4eefe, Coughlin, GZELif an
many other familiar names that have been carrled on down thru;gh tﬁ;lyudrs.
Among those early settlers was Charlas Jaker, gfangfétheF'oF riscil ih o
Potratz -- her uncle, E. 5. 3aker, was lne first whlite Dqlld born in S kap,
and I have heard it elaimeo that he was burn in & covered wagon on the Baker

farm in Dates Mill area.



Our two really big days in the schaol yeer wer. Arhor Uiy and
Jecoration Day. 0On Arbor Oay we would rake the yard, clw:n up everytning
outside and in -- aven the rest rocms -- briny water From our well and scrub
the floors with a broom. There was ane Arhor Day, though, that was a record-
breaker, and that was just close to 1900, when my brother Hay and Robert Bain
were finishing eighth grade -- (the Bains lived an the Farm that jdined aurs

_on_the.north). Father let them use our team and wagon, and théy went down

in a grove along the river right across from old Port Hope, and dug up trees;
and we all did what we could tao help the bays plant them on that Arbor Day.,
Those aro the very same trees that are there now, and that have given shade
through the years., They were always proud uf what they did, and never lost
their interest in the grove. Un May 30th, each child brought flowers; and in
the P.M, we marched to the cemetery, two by two; we had to be guiet and
reverent as each laid their fFlowers on the soldier's grave and he or she
recited a patriotic verse or quotation that had been learned for the occasion.
From time to time we had entertainments of various kinds at the school. I
remember a man who put on a puppet show. When the phonograph first came into
existence, a man came out from town to give a demonstration. The room was
full of folks who came to hear a talking machine for the first time. ue had
box socials in winter, and school programmes that were called "exhibitions",
On those occasions a stage was put up at the northwest corner of the room --
curtains were put up, and the boys' entry room was usad as = dressing room.

We had spelling contests and arithmetic contests. I well remember one time,
when we were having a spelling match, the teacher fzinted. A fast Tunner went
for my mother and the camphor bottle, and when she arrived, Murion Scholes was
fanning the teacher so fast she couldn't even catch her breath to come out of
her spell. Poor dear Marion could have assured you I was telling the truth
had she not so recently joined other old school-matszs,

Our drinking water was brought from our well -- the pail and dipper
were kept on a bench in the northeast corner of the room, and everyone drank
from the same dipper. WNo one had typhoid -- allergies and virus' were
unknown. UWe had all the contagious diseases you will find in the dictionary -~
shots to prevent them were unheard of. But as long as we. five Maltheyss were
in school, there was never a death among the pupils. We lived a happy,
carefree life, and didn't know enough to know it -- then. UWe almost always
had Sunday School during the summer months and preachino service part of the
time. We had no electricity -- no cars -- radios or T.V.'s ~- we lived in an

entirely different world than the youth of today.

I hope somehow I have transferred a little of my knowledge and my
interest and my enthusiasm and appreciation of the past to you, who have heen

so kind and patient to listen to me. I do not want to live in ?hg past;
neither do I want to forget those who endured hardship and sacrificed so much

to make the road ahead easier for us to travel. VYou people in Fort Winnebago
are to be congratulated on what you have sccomplished -- it has begn hard
work, mental and physicales I firmly believe we get back what we lee,'and
you people who have and will carry the load, will surely f;eap the rrglts of
your labor". I would urge every child who comes through these doors to do
his very best in every way =-- to set a goal, then with the help of home,

church and school, press toward that goal.

Thank you so much!



THIS PERMIT MUST ACCOMPANY REMAINS TO DESTINATION

BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

BURIAL—TRANSIT PERMIT

WISCONSIN STATE BOARD OF HEALTH

Full Name of Deceased ___. Henry Vincent Kuflewsks
R°T 1 Dartasao ~ P
Place of Death &L SOrTage Columbia Se
(Town or City) (County) (State)
a_.L r 4e o e 2
Date of Death __9€0G ¢ 19__08Color W Sex__ M Age_ {2
Cause of Death (Completion is not necessary for Wisconsin burial)
Burial, Cremation, Name of Cemetery or Crematory Location (City, town or county) (State)
Removal (Specify)
Burial Shtcer Cemetery Twn, Fort Winnebage, Col Coimnty Wi

A certificate of death having been filed as required by laws of this state, permission is hereby given to

Funeral Director, or person acting as such.

Freders

to dispose of said deceased as above stated.

ck Port Address Portage.wis
{(Name) .

A
7

e . . 2 = .
Signature /ALK - foAta et

i o 7 (Reg-isfra’r) N
Date 28DT 7 , 1958 Address __Portage. Columbisa
(City and County)
CEMETERY OR CREMATORY AUTHORITY SHALL FILL OUT SPACE BELOW
Body was on , 19 , in
(Whether Cremated, Buried, Etc.) (Cemetery or Crematory)
Located at Signature

This permit must be endorsed by the sexton (or by the Funeral Director where there is no sexton) and

{Sexton or Person in Charge)

SEE OTHER SIDE

permanently retained in the Sexton’s files.

FORM V.s. NO.

11-50M

16}
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. COLUMBIA FAX: 608-742-9602
‘ ’ E-MAIL: donna.chrzas@co.columbia.wi.us
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T o Veterans Services P.O. Box 232
Portage, WI 53901-0232
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July 22, 2009
MEMO: Memorial Day Flags
TO: All Organizations Affected

FROM: DONNA CHRZAS
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER

It is with regret that I must inform all organizations who order Memorial Day flags from the Columbia County
Veterans Service Office that due to budget constraints and staff time required to provide the service of ordering,
sorting, preparing for delivery and collecting money for Memorial Day flags, beginning in 2010 our office will
no longer be able to provide this service to townships, communities and veterans organizations.

It has become increasingly difficult over the past few years to manage this extremely time consuming task with
very little staff in the Veterans Service Office and the increasing demands placed on this office to serve the
multitude of new veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan who need to file claims for service connected
disabilities, education benefits, health care benefits, etc. In an effort to keep up with the extra staff time
required to meet the increasing demands of serving our returning war veterans in need of assistance, it has
become necessary to discontinue providing a service that I understand has been important to all who participate.

Columbia County is one of only a few counties who have traditionally provided a service such as this.
Typically in most counties, the flags are purchased and provided by the service organizations themselves or the
cities or townships. While we have been proud to offer this service in the past it is simply no longer feasible to
continue to burden our workload at the expense of timely service to the veterans of Columbia County.

To assist you in the transition, a list of providers from which flags may be acquired is attached.

Thank you for your understanding and willingness to support our efforts to serve Columbia County Veterans in
the most efficient manner possible.

Should you have questions or require additional information, you may contact me at the address or telephone
number listed above.

Respgctiully.
el e
AS

DONNA J
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER
COLUMBIA COUNTY
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Susan A. Wilcox, Cle
Town n? Fort Winneba
g\n Re? i
Portage, Wisc
January 29, 1281
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#isconsin Department of Reverue
P Qg Bax 34

fadiso Wisconsin 53786

Dear Sirs:

ago the Spicer Cemetary fssociation dissolved.
The Cametary 1pcated in Fort Winnebago and the Touwn assumed
the responsibility of it. Ue haven't been able to find a
Wiscorein Cxmplores Ideptification Number for the Cemetary and
presume they never had one. The Cemetary Association has a
Certificate of Deposit about to mature and the bank requires a
tax identification number on it. lWhat T am trying to find out
is If we can use our Towns identification number (86077) on
things pertaining to the Cemstary or does it need to have its
oun identification number and if so how do we go about obtaining

it

a number for 1t%

i
A few yoars
is

] o7
\J,& C2d 4 Flloasl

Susan A. Wilcox, Clerk




