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1.0 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE  

The Town of Grafton Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) was completed in December 2007. 
The SWMP contained several proposed revisions to the post-construction stormwater 
requirements for proposed development. The Town has moved to adopt the proposed revisions 
to discharge rate limits. The 2007 Stormwater Plan recommendations for Post Development peak 
rate discharges adopted by the Town are as follows: 

1. The base level limits are applied everywhere stream protection limits are not applicable. The 
stream protection level limits apply to development taking place in and around the Ulao 
Creek, Mole Creek and Lake Michigan watersheds, referred to as the stream protection 
area. 

2. The base level limits are as follows: 
a. The 100-year post-development peak runoff discharge shall not exceed the lesser of: 

i. 10-year predevelopment peak runoff discharge, or 
ii. Maximum hydraulic capacity of existing downstream conveyance facilities as 

determined by the Town. 
b. The post-development runoff discharges for storms up to and including the 10-year shall 

not exceed the 2-year predevelopment peak runoff discharge. 
3. The stream protection level limits are as follows.   

a. The 100-year post-development peak runoff discharge shall not exceed the lesser of: 
i. 2-year predevelopment peak runoff discharge, or 
ii. Maximum hydraulic capacity of existing downstream conveyance facilities as 

determined by the Town. 
b. The post-development runoff discharges for storms up to and including the 25-year shall 

not exceed the 2-year predevelopment peak runoff discharge. 

2.0 DRAINAGE COMPLAINT RESPONSE POLICY 

The drainage complaint response policy is used to help the Town develop a consensus and 
priority system for responding to drainage problems. This policy provides the Town with a rational 
basis for using capital improvement funds to address drainage problems.  

The following items should be considerations for responding to drainage complaints: 

1. The frequency and severity of the problem. 
2. The degree to which each party contributed to the problem. 
3. Is there a threat to public infrastructure? 
4. Is there a threat to private property and the Town is in the best position to remedy the 

problem? 
5. Is there a threat to the natural environment or is there an opportunity to improve the 

environment?
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The following criteria should be considered to determine the merit of projects: 
1. When public infrastructure is threatened. 

a. The Town may choose to become involved in solving the stormwater problem. 
Assessment of severity and frequency will weigh into considerations for actions. 

2. When the stormwater flows only from private land to private land 
a. The Town will enforce the applicable Town Code provisions. 
b. The Town will monitor the situation and may facilitate a private solution. If private parties 

are willing to assist in paying for improvements and staff time, it will improve project 
priority. 

3. When the stormwater flows from public land to private land. 
a. The Town may choose to become involved if the criteria listed above are met and the 

frequency and severity of the problem warrant it, in the opinion of the Board. 
b. The degree of Town involvement may depend on the degree to which each party has 

contributed to the problem. 
c. The Town may also choose to enforce the applicable provisions of the Town Code to 

compel a private solution to the problem. 
d. The decision will be made on a case-by-case basis. If private parties are willing to assist in 

paying for improvements and staff time, it will improve project priority. 
 

The table below prioritizes drainage complaints and will be used collectively for decision making 
by the Town Board when considering how to respond to drainage issues. 

 
Flood Event Characteristics Likelihood Solutions will be 

investigated 

 Low Medium High Highest 

Structures are flooding during events less than a 
100 yr event. 

    

Structures are not flooding, but a potentially 
dangerous situation exists 

    

Access to home and parcel is hindered during 
flood event 

    

Flooding event occurs often     

Flooding event puts Town of Grafton Public 
Infrastructure at risk 

    

Public Town ROW drainage is contributing to 
the issue 

    

Only 1 Private person’s property is contributing 
to the issue 

    

Flood issue is entirely on private property     

Flood affected parties are willing to contribute 
funds to fix the issue 

    

Non-flood affected parties, that contribute 
drainage to the issue are willing to contribute 
funds to fix the issue 
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