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~ DISCOVER THE %PAST 2026

Campo Mines
By courtesy of Rutgers University, Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences Kenneth G. Miller, Board of Governors Professor---Eps.rutgers.edu
Rutgers University has received written permission from the property managers to enter this site and document the geology. Access by the public is

strictly forbidden.




x| - e ‘THE @AMPO ‘MINES o
. S b " The sharp brown line at Campo Mine
marks the Cretaceous-Paleogene (K/Pg)
boundary—the moment in Earth’s history
when a mass extinction wiped out the
dinosaurs (except for birds) and about
75% of all life on land and in the oceans.
This thin layer, rich in iridium from an
asteroid that struck Earth 66 million
years ago, separates older, yellow-brown
sands below from younger, green sands
above. Scientists study this site to
understand the mass extinction and how
life recovereg afterward.

%

The Friends of Millstone Township Historic Registered Properties is a 501c3 nonprofit organization dedicated
to furthering pt{blic interest in the conservation, preservation, and appreciation of the history of Millstone
Township and Monmouth County. It provides the community with educational activities, exhibitions, and hands-
on programs. Further, it provides research resources for the history of the Township, as well as identifying
artifacts and property significant to our history. The restoration and care of our historic properties in the
Township takes great effort and extensive fundraising. We can only achieve our goals with volunteers and
donations from community members. Although these are township-owned properties, we are responsible for
utility bills and program costs. We fundraise all year to raise enough money to match available grants. Please
donate your time to help us preserve the past. Visit us at savinghistorywithfriends.org, or email us at
friendsofmillstone@gmail.com.
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Thank you!

Saving History with Friends
& /4;,2.() . EST 2011 Ry
lic Registered VIO

Wishing all a very safe and healthy New Year!



A SPECIAL RECOGNITION TO OUR SPONSORS THROUGHOUT THESE PAGES, WHO HAVE HELPED US COVER THE COST OF PRINTING TO

MAKE THIS CALENDAR POSSIBLE. PLEASE THANK THEM WITH YOUR PATRONAGE & SUPPORT!

EAST COAST SALT

Veteran and Family owned Serving Millstone since 1977
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" e THE ‘NATHANIEL C0X $IOUSE 1822 o

Nathaniel Cox (1803-1852) constructed his house on 85 acres of property ad]acent to present-day Route 33.
~ Nathaniel Cox married Matilda Fowler (1800-1890), a Quaker, and he was a trustee of the Bergen Mills
Schoolhouse. The farmhouse passed on to his son, George R. Cox (1829- 1912), and his wife Sarah Conover.
It was then sold to H.W. Parker, then William Mount, who grew crops and maintained an apple orchard. In
1958, it was sold to Chong Min and Fay Hom, who raised their family there and cultivated Chinese
vegetables for market. Today the Homs continue to farm the land in grains and soybeans.

U

(a) 1822 inscribed in plaster in
the attic.

(b) Original pilastered Federal
enframement with sidelights
(c) Federal-style chimneys and
quarter-round fan windows
(d) One of many elegant
fireplaces

(e) The barn, likely dating back
to before the late 1§t\h
century, features hewn and
sawn beams along with a
unique floor

(f) Stunning staircase with a
balustrade assembly of
spindles and handrails

(g) House: 2-story, 3-bay
Federal-style block with a side
hall plan and a smaller 2 story
wing and lean-to. It has a full
fieldstone basement. The
beams in basement are hand o
hewn, beams in the main block -

are vertically sawn.

(a) b ) @ o a
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Estelle Handelman Gottlieb
fondly reflects on her life in
t Millstone Township. During the
# 1930s, the family would rent a
room at the Sidel Farm
(Millstone Road) or stay in a
bungalow by Perrineville Lake
with no electricity, a water

& pump, and coal stove.

Estelle remembers swimming in the lake, recalling the dirt
roads, and the surrounding potato and tomato fields.

In 1944, Joseph and Anna Handelman bought a farm on
Stagecoach Road. Estelle met her husband, Jerry, at Sophie
Bittner’s Farm. His father announced their engagement! They
returned to NY where they operated a retail business for 35
years. Jerry returned to the Navy and Estelle managed the
store on her own. Subsequently, they had two sons, Steven and
Arthur.

Upon retirement, the Gottlieb’s moved to Millstone, settling
into her parents’ original farmhouse, where Estelle still resides.
They were married 73 years until Jerry’s death in 2021. Every
Veterans Day since her husband’s passing, she reads “In
Flanders Fields” at the War Memorial. At 97 Estelle is still
vibrant and full of life. The motto she lives by is, “When | don’t
getitright, | give it one more shot!”

- As told by Estelle Handelman Gottlieb

e $IANDELMAN POULTRY JARM o

(a)Estelle reads from her book of poetry. She also
likes to sing, play piano, write poetry, knit,

crochet, and paint.

(b) The Handelmans operated a poultry farm on
Stagecoach Road. Joseph was originally from Ukraine,
Russia. Anna was from what is now Moldavia. Joseph
also worked at the hat factory at the Jersey
Homestead. Estelle also worked there as a

little girl.

(c) The Handelmans’ egg delivery truck

(d) Meet Babe, the family cow, who produced milk,
cream and butter. She was one of the family!
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Veteran and Family owned Serving Millstone since 1977 Septic Pumping
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BAR AND ITALIAN BISTRO

Residential and Commercial Salt Needs
From Water Conditioners to De-Icing
and Pool Salt

732-833-2973

621 Wright Debow Road, Jackson NJ

609-259-2235

License #9615




‘PERLMAN JAMILY JARMS. o

~

Isidore, previously employed in tobacco sales, turned to farming full
time. In 1938, their son David was born. Isidore expanded operations
by renting additional acreage. Potatoes, the principal crop, were

| supplemented by corn, wheat, soybeans, and barley, with irrigation
increasingly adopted. At the height of the potato harvest, 50 to 75
seasonal workers were employed. Harvesting was done by hand until
mechanization became necessary. At its peak, the Perlman farm

@ T ’ encompassed approximately 900 acres, with 180 acres devoted to
Samuel Perlman (1879-1953) and wife potatoes. Today Mark Perlman continues farming approximately 25

Molly (1880-1965), both born in acres. - As told by Stacy Perlman
Russia, immigrated to NYC between TR g
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
After several years, they purchased a
farm in Millstone that was later sold
and became part of the Assunpink
wildlife Management Area, now under
water. The family bought a second
farm on Nurko Road, where they
cultivated potatoes, wheat, and
soybeans while raising their children, ®
Mayx, Isidore, Rose, Pearly, and Bill.
The Nurko Rd farm was sold in the
early 2000s.

In 1936, Isidore and his wife Bessie
welcomed a daughter, Ann. At this
time, they acquired a farm on Route il
526, described in the deed as a © (d)
“plantation.” (a) Isadore & Bessie Perlman (b) Perlman Farm (c) Harvesting wheat (d) Silo, grain storage




‘MARCH

of " Ne of " Ne
h AN g TN
__SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY CWEDNESDAY THURSDAY SRIDAY _SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Daylight Savings Time
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
St. Patrick’s Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
FAsT COAST SALT
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Residential and Commercial Salt Needs
From Water Conditioners to De-Icing
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'bisc:harged from the Union Army in 1865, Reubin Wagner came to

®  ‘THE “WAGNER JAMILY . e

- Millstone. He married Mary H. Gaywood and had 4 children: James,
John, Howard, and Emma. Son James married Elizabeth Thompson and
"~ had 6 children: Raymond, Clarence, Henrietta, Margarette, Reubin, and
Ruth. Clarence married Emma Stillwell and bought a home on Stillhouse
Road. Eight childken, Evelyn, Ken, Bucky, Clarence, Gaywood, Joanne,
David, and Bruce were born here. Gay loved to tell the story about the
doctor being paid a rooster for services when he was born! As a
teenager, he purchased his first tractor with money earned picking
strawberries at 5¢ a quart. Clarence plowed roads to pay property taxes.

L. , AT

e
Gaywood married Margaret Danser and had 4 children: Karl, Nancy, Gary, and Rick. Gay became an avid

collector of tractors. He traveled from Maine to Cape Charles doing custom farming. Gay was recognized for

his knowledge of tractors. Son Karl followed in his father’s farming footsteps, operating a roadside market and
later acquired the farm on Conover and Baird roads. He grew and marketed ornamental trees and mums. Karl

purchased and restored the Baird House in the 1980s. Indeed, the Wagners have a long and storied history in

Millstone. - As told by the children of Gaywood & Margaret Wagner

(a) Family: c. 1940 FR: Dave, Grandpop Clarence, Bruce, Grandmom Emma, Joanne BR: Karl (Gaywood). Lawrence (Bucky), Ken, Evelyn,

Clarence Jr. (Monk) (b) Stillhouse Road: horse drawn wagon; 1949 Dodge Coronet Automobile; Gaywood drives a gas powered Farmall
tractor. (c) Stillhouse home (d) Gaywood Wagner demonstrates proper tire maintenance to Goodrich Rep.



APRIL

of " Ne of " Ne
' J° o e
_SUNDAY ‘MonpAy ‘JUESDAY “WEDNESDAY THURSDAY JRIDAY _BATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Joseph J. Carbin Plumbing
Septic Repairs
609-259-2235
D LAC E License # 9615 April Fools Day
BAR AND ITALIAN BISTRO Passover Good Friday
b 6 7 8 9 10 11
Easter
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
!
Orthodox Easter
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Earth Day
26 27 28 29 30
EAST COAST SALT
Veteran and Family owned Serving Millstone since 1977
Residential and Commercial Salt Needs
From Water Conditioners to De-Icing
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o JHE NURKO JARM - A SEGACY OF FAMILY AND AGRICULTURE e

The Nurko Farm was a thriving agricultural enterprise, spanning over
1500 acres. William (Wasyl) Nurko and his wife, Mary Wyhnanez,
emigrated from Ukraine to NYC in the early 1900s. In 1930, they
purchased the original farm property, 4 Dressage Court. The couple
had six children: George, twins Peter and Paul, Molly, Arthur, and
Frederick. Wasyl worked during the week as a blacksmith and mason in
the city, while Mary and the children managed the farm. They sold

- :

(p;roduce to the Camden Campbell Soup Company and the Newark Farmers Market. Pete and George operated the
farm for more than four decades with the help of family members and migrant workers. After George’s passing, Pete,
his wife Ann, and their son Pete Jr. took over the operation. Today, Pete Jr. continues to farm the original land
preserved under the Farmland Preservation Program. The Nurkos are a family defined by strength, dedication, and a

deep-rooted love for the land, an enduring testament to the values passed down through generations! - As told by
Diane Nurko Hilker

o aD |

(d)

(b) (c)
(a) Home purchased in 1942, by Pete Sr. & wife Ann, once owned by Daniel Davison in the 1870s - 1880s. Ann P. Nurko lived here until
2023. She passed at 101 years. (b) During the summer, truckloads of potatoes were sold to Frito-Lay and Wise, for potato chips. Wheat
was sold to the Hasidic communities in NY. State. (c) 1938- Pete Sr., Fred, and Arthur (L-R) enjoying a day of hunting. Families used the
meat & pelts for coats, hats, mittens, blankets & rugs. (d) 1938 Pete Sr. & George with tractor & cultivator
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e  RUTHER / KRAMER JARM o

““Helen Margery Ruther Kramer, 97, granddaughter of Joseph George and Margaret
<~ Sophie Graper Eisele. In 1933, during the depression her family moved in with her
~ mom’s parents at 1832 White Farm House (now part of Black Bear Lake Day Camp)
'so her dad could find work. Frank Horner sold them the property in 1924. At the
roadside stand they sold fresh produce, home-baked goods, and Sunoco Gasoline. If
you bought 1 gal. of gas, Grandpa Eisele used to say, “Aren’t you afraid you’ll get
your tank wet?” Helen met her husband, Jimmy Kramer, at the Harvest Home on @
; | Scooter Corner and they were married at the Clarksburg Church on Route 524 in
1941. They were gifted 5 acres of the farm. Jimmy and her brother, George, dug
the basement, then moved a vacant house to its “handmade foundation.” They
sold vegetables and sweet corn (54 ears per bushel). In the spring, Jimmy started
up “Old Betsy”, a 1939 Iron Horse Tractor, and gave the kids rides as he plowed the
fields. Her words of wisdom: “When things seem a little heavy in my heart, this too
will pass! It is very true and it certainly helps one to reach for tomorrow! |
*  continue to reach!”
(B! - As told to Louise San Nicola (condensed)

S S

‘
i !

()
(a) Helen with daughter Jean (b) Helen & Jimmy’s wedding picture (c) Vacant house getting ready to move to Kramer property (d) House
placed on “handmade basement foundation” Kramer home with 1946-48 Chevrolet Stylemaster parked in front!
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BARAND ITALIAN BISTRO

Veteran and Family owned Serving Millstone since 1977

Residential and Commercial Salt Needs
From Water Conditioners to De-Icing
and Pool Salt

732-833-2973 621 Wright Debow Road, Jackson NJ
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(a)

e “WOODVILLE e— —

Established in 1828 by Lewis and Catherine Conover, Woodville is one of New Jersey’s
oldest free Black communities and a cornerstone of African American heritage, located
on Smithburg Woodville Road. Nearly two centuries strong, this community stands as a
living testament to the enduring spirit of freedom, dignity, and self-determination.
Across generations, families like the Conovers, Fitzpatricks, Drummers, Floyds,
Richardsons, Stanfords and Tylers cultivated the land by hand, growing abundant
gardens that fed not only themselves but anyone who visited—reflecting a tradition of

hospitality that has defined Woodville for almost 200 years. At the heart of Woodville stands St. James
AME Church. More than just a place of worship, it has been a gathering space for celebration, resilience,
and support. The church’s enduring presence has anchored the community’s identity, nurturing spiritual
growth, fostering unity, and preserving the shared heritage that continues to inspire each new generation,

reminding us to “look back to look forward”

'

— HONNEST TOM
— HANNIE SCHANCK
1830 GEORGE CONROY
1848 DORAH ANDERSON
1850 OLIVER CROMWELL
1858 ROSA WOODHULL
B9 1848 DI NAH
8 1860 SARAH JOHNSON

— JAMES CONOVER
— NANCY CONOVER

agozz20%
Zoxl=

942 CLIFFORD_ G. CONOVER

FOUNDER

1905 GLADYS JEFFERS

ST JAMES AME. CHURCH wWOODVILLE

WOODVILLE CEMETERY

1883ALICE HIGGINS CONOVER 1912ROBERT A. CONOVER © J943 CHARLES ACONOVER
mBBMKNLDAcUTLER ©. 1913 PHAMEA CONOVER 1943JAMES JEFFERS
188851El|3 ULES CLAY 1913RO0SE HASKIN ~ LOUIS SIMPSON
1888 JULIA A CONOVER 1916 STEPHEN F. CONOVER —~ OLGA CONOVER
1833%2&3551 lcblgﬁggen — JOSEPHINE CONOVER SMITH JIM HERBERT
1896 DAVID LIMEROUSE — SARAH SCHRUBY CONOVER 1945FLORENCE CONOVER
1896 MARY ANNE CONOVER 1920 UNKNOWN COLORED MAN 1946 VIOLA YINCENT
1897 ALFRED SCHENCK CHARLES F. CONOVER  7g,5 CHARLES E CONCVER
S99 ELLA SCHANGR 1921 GILBERT CONOVER 1 O MREON
{900 GEORGE H. SCHENCK ~ '922CHARLES H. coNover (337 cOIT CONQYRR 2ES
e SLIQEQES‘IQHN JCARNEY ' 1826ANNA M. CONOVER JEFFERS 1950 WILLAW & SMITH,

92

1962GEORGIE M.TYLER

1962 EDWARD S. CONOVER
1962 FIEDERICK DEWEY CONOVER
'1963 EORGE BURCH JR

1965 RICHARD TYLER ;
1965 ROBERT TYLERJR
MARGARET JEFFERS CONOVER

1984 OLIVER S. CONOVER SR f
1992 ALFRED F. CONOVER
1992MAUDE TYLER

— UNKNOWN CIVIL WARWET

~ UNKNOWN CIVILWAR\VET

DE

ONOVERLWIEHOSE1931 AUGUSTUS B. CONOVER

1905 ELIZABETH CONOVER VINCENT 193 ESTELLE DRIVER
WILLIAM H. VINCENT 1gGSAMUEL Fconogsn

1938 DAVID BERGEN
1939 VIOLA BARD CONOVER
1939 VIOLA CONOVER

1941 WILLIAM SIMPSON

— WILLIAM HAMPTON

— ESTER BERGEN

— SAM CLAYBOURNE
1842 WILLIAM VINCENT CONOVER

ALDENA VINCENT CONOVER

ACKNOWLEDGHENTS
VALTER AND FRANCE ROSA CONOVER

1905 CATHERINE

1908 NANCY GRAHAM

1909 MABEL CONOVER SMITH
1909 ALICE R. CONOVER

1909 KATHERINE J CONOVER
1910 JAME K. CONO

1910 LEWIS |. CONOVER
1911 VINCENT B. HENRY
1911 JOSEPH JEFFERS

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF
OLIVER AND MARGARET CONOVER

VETERAN G

(a) AME Church Emblem (b) Needham Fitzpatrick outside his Woodville Rd home--1978 Cadillac Sedan DeVille. “My house is green, my
garden is green, my car is green, because my money is green” (c) St. James AME Church (d) Cemetery sign lists those interred on the

grounds
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® PEARL ACRES AIRPORT o

~

Millstone is known for its

i agricultural past, lesser known is the
" fact that Millstone once had its own
g9\ airport! Created by local farmer

% David Perlman, Perl Acres Airport
% operated on the south side of Rt 526
< for about 30 years. Opened around
pave f“’ﬂ 1985, Mr. Perlman had the idea of

G ™ creating a local

tm» \

1106 Ch 43(‘ y =

fly-in community. Pilots and aviation enthusiasts would be able to build a home next to the airport, taxi right
to the runway from their home, and takeoff! While these plans did not come to fruition, the airport instead
became a local haven for small aircraft. Pilots based their small airplanes here and a local sport- ultralight
aircraft club opened. Additionally, three helicopters were based here for crop-dusting operations. Mr.
Perlman was also a tenant of his airport with his own small airplane. Eventually, the land would move into
preservation and the airport was closed in 2013. - As told by Dave Perlman

PIRPER
WARRIOR I

@ " )
(a) airplanes - ultralight aircraft club (b) Section Map (c) David & Aimee Perlman—Piper Warrior Il (d) Aerial view of Perlman acres
Airport, 1. hangar area, 2. runway, 3. taxiway
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e %4OMJARM o

Grandfather Hom immigrated to the US from China around 1917 and served in
WWI. After WWI he brought his wife to the US and operated a laundry in
Pittsburgh. Wickie & Frank’s dad and three brothers fought in WWII. In 1946 the
family began farming on Perrineville Road in Monroe. The Homs bought the 96-
acre working farm on Millstone Road close to Route 33 near Bergens Mill from
the Mounts. Chong Min and Fay had two daughters- Helen Sue Lin Hom Moore
and Marjorie Kim Hom Holzman, and two sons, Wickie and Frank Hom. Later
they purchased two additional farms on Battleground and Perrineville Windsor
Roads for a total of 410 agricultural acres in their operation. They converted
the chicken coop and icehouse into labor housing for 26 seasonal workers from
Puerto Rico. On their farm, Chong Min and his two sons, grew Chinese
vegetables, bok chow, Chinese broccoli, bitter melons, and Chinese eggplant,
to name a few. They transported produce daily to Chinese markets in NY and
Philadelphia. The whole family worked hard to cultivate the soil and plant the
fields. Wickie Hom can remember helping with the farm work at age five. In
2013, the Homs switched to growing grains, such as soybeans and rye for cover
crop.

4 , Do 4 W
(© (d)
(a) Chong Min & Fay Hom (b) Wickie & Frank Hom (c) Greenhouses with rainbow & farm tractor (d) Aerial photo, farmhouse, barns,
greenhouses, and fields (e) Farm field of soybeans

(e
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EAsT COAST SALT _
Veteran and Family owned Serving Millstone since 1977
Residential and Commercial Salt Needs Allyson K. Falk DDS
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and Pool Salt 609 . 259. 3250
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o ‘4IALKA ‘NURSERIES o

-In 1952, Chester Halka Sr. and his brothers started Halka Brothers Landscapiné in

" the Old Bridge area. In the late 1950’s Chester Sr. acquired Shotwell Farm in

_ Millstone Township and began expanding the business by adding more properties
-for growing specimen trees. Among these acquisitions was a property they
acquired in 1958 on Sweetman’s Lane, where a variety of specimen trees of all

“sizes can still be found today. In 1962, Chester Sr. bought a home nearby and
moved there with his wife, Elsie, son, Chet Jr., and daughter Janis.

While clearing some of the buildings from the properties, they discovered an old still in one of the basements.
In the 1970s, they rebranded the business as Halka Nurseries, Inc. Today, Chet Jr,, along with third generation
Kate & Jaime run the operation which features over 200 varieties of specimen trees spread across 1,200
Millstone acres. Halka Nurseries, Inc. is well known throughout the U.S. for producing specimen trees with 3-
inch to 20-inch calipers. Their trees can be found in remarkable locations, including the 9/11 Memorial, the
Gateway Arch, the Statue of Liberty, and the U.S. Capitol Building.

of " Ne
N

(a) Third Generation: Kate and Jaime next to dad Chet Jr. (b) 1963- Halka tree delivery on route to 1964-65 World’s Fair in NY.
(c) airpots; Innovative containers to promote healthy root growth and allow transplanting year-round.
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(a)

progressed by the
sound of a bell. The
original school also had
two, three-holed
outhouses. Helen
reflecting, “Good
education took place in
those original four
rooms.” In 1999, the
schoolhouse was added
to the State and
National Registers of
Historic Places.

(a) 1925 Clarksburg Schoolhouse (b) water fountain
(c) hallway (d) 1925 school bell (e) Last Halloween

parade

o THE (PLARKSBURG_SCHOOLHOUSE o

The Clarksburg schoolhouse, was built in 1925 as a four-room
school. The school closed its doors to students in 1995 due to
overcrowding and noncompliance with the building code.
Originally, it served children from kindergarten through eighth
& grade. After its closure, the township rehabilitated it to serve as
8 the current municipal building.

f Former resident Helen Bruseloff; who taught fourth grade from
1932 until the school’s closure, recalled that one classroom

# often accommodated three classes at once, there was no
internal plumbing, only outdoor pumps, and classes
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f. o (PAMPO-BUCK SITE o

- The Campo-Buck site in Millstone stands out—it has
some of the clearest physical and chemical
evidence of the extinction itself, making it one of
the best places in the world to study what
‘happened. Scientists study this site to understand
the mass extinction and how life recovered
afterward. The scientists visiting here were part of
the International Ocean Discovery Program,
representing 22 countries that studied Earth’s
history by collecting samples from deep beneath
the ocean floor. The exposure at Campo-Buck site is
one of the most expansive and breathtaking, and it
needs to be preserved for future generations.
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Sediments from the Upper Cretaceous Red Bank Formation are exposed at the Campo Mine. These sands
were laid down about 67 million years ago in an ancient sea that was over 50 feet deep. These sands were a
target for mining. The striking reds, browns, and yellows you see are quartz sands stained by iron carried

through groundwater.
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