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ORDINANCE NO, /

An Ordinance providing-for the Vacation, Removal, Repair, or Demo-

lition of Any Building or. Structure Which Is or Threatens to Be a
Eublic Nuis;nce, Dangefbus to the Health, Morals, Safety, or Gen-
eral Welfare of the Pedpie of the Town of Mardela Springs, or

Which Might Tend to Constitute a Fire Menance; and for the Assess-

ment of the Cost of Vacation or Demolition Thereof as a Municipal

Lien or Assessment Against Such Premises and to Provide for the

Recovery of Such Costs in an Action of Law.

WHEREﬁs; in the Town of Mardela Spr;néég there are or may
in the future be buildings or structures which are dilapidated,
unsafe, dangerous, insanitary, a menance to the health, morals,
safety, and general welfare of the people of this Town, and which
might tend to constitute a fire menane, and which are now a public
nuisance;

Be It Therefore Ordained by the Commissioners of Mardela
Springs as lows:

Sec 1.  Dangerdus Buildings Defined. All. bulldings or
structures v :h have any or all of the féllowing defects shall

be deemed "Jangerous bulldings'";

(a) a0se whose interior walls or other vertical structural

members list, lean or buckle to such an extent that a plumb line

pidasing through tle center of gravity falls outside of the middle
third of its base.

(b) Those which, exclusive of the foundation, show thirty-
three (33) pezcent or more, or damage or deterioration of the sup-
porting member or members, of fifty (50) percent of damage or de-

terioration of the non-supporting, enclosing or outside walls or

coveranigg.
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(c) Those which have been damaged by fire, wind® ot other
causes so as.to have become dangerous to life, safety, morals, or
the” general health and welfare of the occupants or the people of
the Town of Mardela Springs.

(d) Those which have improperly distributed loads upon the
floors or roof; or in which the same are overloaded,lbr which have
insufficient strendgh to be reasonabl} safe for the purpose used.

(e) Those which have become or are so dilapidated, decayed,
unsafe, insanitary or which so utterly fail to provide the ameni-
ties essential to decent living that they are unfit for human hab-
itation, or are likely tu cause sickness or diseaseg¢ so as to work
injury to the health, morals, safety, or general welfare of those
living therein,

(£) Those having light, air, and sanitation facilities
which are inadegaate to protect the health, morals, safety, or
general welfare of human beings who live or may live therein.

(g) Those having anadequate facilities for.egress in case
of fire or panic or those having insufficient stairways, elevators
fire escapes or other means of communication,

(h) Those which have parts thereof which are so attached
that they may fall and injure members of the public or property.

(1) Those which because of their condition are unsafe,
insanitary or dangerdos to the health, morals, safety‘or general
welfare of the people of the Town of Mardela Springs.

Section 2, Standards for Repailr, Vaction of Demolition.
The following standards shall be followed in substance by the Com-
missioners of Mardela Springs, the Fire Marshal, or the Building
Inspector in ordering repair, vacation, or demolition:

(a) If the "dangerous building" can reasonabl& be repaired

so that it will no longer exit in violation of the terms of this

ordinance it shall be ordered repaired.
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(b) If the "dangerous building" is in such condition as
to make it dangerous to the health, morals, safety or genergl wel-
fare of its occupants it shall be ordered Qacated.

(c) If any case where a "dangerous building" is 5Onpercent
damaged‘or decayed, or deteriorated from its original value or
structure, it shall be demolished, and in all cases where a build-
ing cannot be repaired so that it will no longer wxist in violation
of the terms of this ordinance it shall be demoiished. -

Section 3. Dangerous Buildings - Nuisance. All "Bangerous
buildings" within the terms of Section 1 of this ordinance are
hereby declared to be public nuisances, and shall be repaireé,
vacated, or demolished as hereinbefore and hereinafter provided.

— Section 4. Duties of Building Inspector. The building in-

spector shall:

(a) Inspect any building, wall or structure about which’
-coﬁplaints are filed by any person td the effect that a building,
wall or structure is or may be existing in violation of this ordind
ance, ’

(b) 1Inspvot any building, wall or structure reported by the
Mardela Springs Fice Company, a police officer of the Towp-of
Mardela Springs or a Toén Commissioner as probably existing in
violation of the terms of this ordinance, |

(c¢) Notify in writing the owner, occupant, lessee, mortga-
gee or other person or persons having an interest in said bullding
as shown by the Land Records of Wicomico County, Maryland of any
building found to be a "dangerous building"'within the standaxrxds
of Section 1 of this ordinance, that: (1) the owner must vacate,
or repair, or demolish said building in accordance with the terms
of the notice of this ordinance; (2) the occupant or lessee must

vacate said building or may have it repaired in accordance with
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the notice and remain in possession; (3) thehmnxhé-n'
other persons having an interest in said building as shown bﬁ thé
Land Records of Wicomico County, Maryland may at his own risk,

repalr, vacate, or demolish said building or have such work or act
done} Provided, that any person notified under this subsection to
repalr, vacate or demolish any building shall be glven such reason-
able time, not‘to exceed 90 days, as may be'necessary‘to do, or
have done, whe work or act réquired b} the notice provided for

herein,

(d) Appear at all hearings conducted by the Commissioners
of Mardela Springs and testify as to the condition BL any "danger-
ous building,n»

(e) Place a notice on all "dangerous buildings' reading as

folbws:

"This bhiilding by order of The Commissioners of Mardela
Springs has been determined to be a dangerous building., This
notice is to remain on this building until it is repaired vacated

or demolished in accourdance with the notice whibh haa been given

the owner, occupant, lessee, mortgagee or agent of thi's bul 1ding
as shown by thLe Land Records of Wicomico County, Maryland, It is

unlawful to remove this notice until such notice is complied with. '

Section 5. Duties of The Commi ssioners of Mardela Springs
with respect hereto.

The Commissioncrs of Mardela Springs shall:

(a) Upon receipt of a report as hereinbefore provided give
the written notice as required herein setting a time ard place for
an appearance before them to show cause why the building or struc-
ture reported to be a "dangerous building" should not be repai red,

vacated, or demolished in accordance with the statement of parti-

culars set forth in said notice.




TRUITT
AT LAW
IRCH BT,
IARYLAND

3113

R T

(P) Hold a hearing and’ﬁﬁar STUCHh | 57 : .nu;-
offered relative to the "dangerous building'", - e ?m%

(¢) Make a written finding of fact from the testimony
offered and pass an order based upon sald finding ox fact either
dismissing the complaint or requiring the interested parties to
vacate, repair or demolish the building or structure and further
providing that should the owner, occupant, tenant, lessee, mortga-
gee or agent fail within a period of 20 days to cﬁmply with said
order that The Commissioners of Mardela Springs shall cause such
building oxr structu?e to be vacated or demolished as the facts
may warrant and shall cause the wosts of such vacation ﬁr demoli-
tion to be charged against the land on which such building exists
or existed as a mumicipalllien, or to be recovered in a suit at
law against the owner,-Provided; that in cases where such action
is desirable The Commissioners of Mardela Sprngs may authorize and
direct the Twwn Attorney to take legal action to compel the owner
éther to make all pecessary repairs or demolish the building.

(d) Report to the Town Attorney the names of all per sons
not complying with the order provided for herein,

Section 6. Vidlations - Penalty for Disregarding Notices
Br Orders.

fhe ovner of any "dangerous bui 1ding" who shall fail to
éomply with any notice or order to repair, vacate, or demolish
said buildingglven by any person authorized by this ordinance to
give such notice or order shall be guilty of a misdemeano£ and
upon conviction thereof shall be fined not-exceeding Fifty Dollars
($50.00) for each offense and a further sum of Five Dollars ($5.00
forleach and every aay such failure to comply continues beyond the
date fixed for compliance.

The occupant or lessee in possession who failes to comply

with any notice to vaca?e and who failes to repair said building [
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in accordance with any notice given as provided for in

ance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction.thé;e
shall be fined not exceeding Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each of
fense and a further sum of Five Dollars ($5.00) for each and ew
day such failure to cémply continues beyond the date fixed for
compliance.

And person.removing the notice provided for in Section 4
Subsection (e) hereof shall be gullty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be fined not exceeding Twenty Five Dollars ($2!
for each offense.

Section 7. Administrative Liability. No officer, agent,
employee of the Town of Mardela Springs shall render himself per
sonally liable for any damage that may accrue to persons or prog
erty as a result of any act required or permitted in the dischar
of his duties under this ordiamnce. Any suit brought against an
officer, agent, or employee of the Town of Mardela Springs as a
result of any act required or.permitted in the discharge of his
duties under this ordinance shall be defended by the Town Attorn
until the final determination éf the proceedings therein.

Section 8. Separability. It is the intention of the Tow
Commissioners that each separate provisions herein, and it is fu
ther the intention of the Town Commissioners that if any provisis
of this ordinance be declared invalid, all other provisions ther
of shall remain valid and enforceable.

Introduced this d#day of s, 1955,

Adopted this g day of % , 1955
M /W
f?7/7 President

Secretary



