
LTVING WITH BEARS IN WI5CONSTN
Block beors ore commonly found in the northern third of Wisconsin, but ore being sited more
frequently in the centrol ond southern counties of Wisconsin os they expond their rarge. As the
blqck bear populotion continues to grow so do on increosing number of humon-beor conflicts. fn
order f or beors to coexist with humons, we hove to undersfond normol be.or behovior. Black
beors tend to be shy, solitary onirnols. but ot sorne times of the yeor, porticulorly in the sprirg

when beors enetge from their winter dens ond food is not obundont, bears moy be on the lookout for opportunistic
food sources. This might be your garboge con. or the bird feeder in your bock yord. Morly oll humon-beor conf licts
ore o result of the onimals'search for food. there ore lots of simple thirgs you con do to ovoid conf licts withbeors.
With your help we can continue to live together with this great onimol, enjoying their presence in the woods oround
us ond of the some time reducirg conf licts with beors oround our hornes ond our campsites.

tr REDucrN, BEAR coNFLrcrs
NEAR YOUR HOrttE:

Block beors are attracted to numerous items oround
homes including: bird f eeders, compost piles, grills, pet
f ood, gordens, ond gorboge. Here are some simple
recommendations to ovoid problem beors:

Bird feeders
. rlAoke bird f eede:s inoccessible to beors by honging

them ot leost 10 ft off the ground. ond 5 ft owoy
from tree trunks, or on o limb thot will not support o
beor. (You con still ref ill the feeder eosily using o
pulley system.)

. Consider toking bird f eeders down ot the end of
winter (mid-April) when beors emerge from their
winter dens.

. During spring ond summer brirg f eeders inside ot
night, o time when beors frequenf stations.

. Clean up spilled bird seed below feeder stotions.

. If you see abenr ot o bird f eeder during the doy,
toke the feeder down and discontinue oll feedirp f or
ot leost two weeks.

6orboge cons
. Keep your gorbcge cons tightly closed. ond indoors if

possible.
. Pick up loose or spilled gorbage so thot it doesn't

ottroct beors.
o Occasionolty cleon out your gorboge cons with

ommonia to rnoke them less ottroctive to beors.

And o few more .

. NEVER FEED A BEAR! Intentionol feedirg will
create o beor thot is hobituoted to humons. ond moy
become o possible nuisonce to you ond other people
in the oreo. The beor will not forget the f eeding
experience, ond will tend to get more demonding
with time.

. Brirg in pet food ot night.

. Clan up ond put owoy outdoor grills ofter you are
done using them for the doy.

WHEN YOU ARE CAlytPING:

Don't cook, eot, or store food in your tent! The smell
of food rnay ottract beors.

Store food ond cooking utensils owoy from your
compsite. pre{erobly in a vehicle or hung in o tree ot
leost 10 ft off the ground ond 5 ft out on o limb
thot will not support o beor.

Dispose of scrops in closed contoiners owoy from
the compsite , nof in the f ire.
Keep your compsite cleon.

rF A BEAR TS CAUSING A
NUISANCE IN YOUR AREA:
Contoct the U.5. Dept. of Agriculture Wildlife
Services.In the northern holf of Wisconsin, coll 1-800-
228-1368, or in the southern holf of Wisconsin coll 1-

800-433-0688. They con help you by providirg
odditionol informotion on reducing or eliminoting your
specific problem. If the situation is severe ond
presents o threot to heolth ond humon sofety. they con
also remove the beor from the oreo.

BLACK BEARS AND
AGRICULTURAL DAMA6E:
With o heolthy block beor populotion, it is inevitoble
thot block beors moy domoge ogriculturol crops in some
oreos. Porticulorly tosty treots ore opiories (beehives)
ond corn fields in the milk stoge. Beors olso occosionolly
ottock livestock. The Wildlife Domoge Abotement &
Cloims Program (WDACP) is avoiloble to help Wisconsin
formers whose crops or livestock are domoged by
beors. ff you would like more information on this
prognom, pleose contoct the Wildlife Domoge Specialist
ot (608) 266-8204 or write us ot WI DNR, 101 5.



Webster St. (WM/4), P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WT
53707-7921. You con olso check out the WDACP
website ot:

Weight: Moles.250-350 lbs. femoles. 120-1BO lbs.

Body Charccteristics: Beors oppea? bulky ond ore
glossy block, with o tan potch across 'rhe nose. Brown

ond cinnomon colored beors oppeor less often.

Repruduction: Block beors ore sexuolly moture at 3 yrs
of qe. Femoles will breed every other year from then
on. Motirg takes ploce from June to early July. During

the 225-doy gestotion period. the f ertrlized egg

experiences delayed implontotion until lote November

or eorly December. Femoles lhen give birth to two to

'rhree cubs in Jonuory or enrly Februory whilethey are
still in their winter sleepl

Cubs: At birth the beor cubs weighT-12 oz.Iheir eyes

ore closed and fur is sporse. Growlh tokes ploce

guickly. Cubs will first venture into the world with their
mother in lote rlAorch. They remoin with their mother
through the summer ond usually den with her the
following winter.In the springtirne. the mother will

chose off the cubs so she con breed ogoin.

Diet: Beors ore omnivorous, meonirg they will eot
olmost onything! Their diet gene;..olly consists of
vegetotion, insects, berries, ond nuts. Occasionolly they
eot comion ond smoll mommols. They olso target
I i vestock, beehives, garbqe, ond og r i cu lturo I crops-

Hobitot: Largef oresled areos with swomps and stream
bottoms, ond oreos with minimol development ore good

hobitat for block beors. Ihey are also found oround

thick ground vegetotion with lots of trees ond bushes

thot produce nuts ond berries. Follen trees provide
bears with locotions to dig o winter den.

Behovior: Bears ore \,pically shy onimols ond secretive,

http : / / w w w . dnr .s+ at e.wi .u s / o r g / I an d / w il dlif e / domog e /

most go to great
lergths to avoid
humons. Benrs
typically wander

over long distonces.

Home ronges ore
obout 27 sqrnre
miles for moles,

ond ebout 8 squore

miles for females.
Block beors ore
most octive oround
dusk, but moy be

out ond obout ony

time of the doy or
night. Mid-/v\oy to lote Septembar is the period of most

octivity.

Winter sleep: Beors ore not true hibernotorsl During

the winter months bears "den up" where they will foll
into o deep sleep. Durirg this time beors live off the
body fot they have occumuloted during the fall. Their
body temperoture, heortbeot ond respirotion decreose,

but not to the level where hibernotion occurs. Dormant

beors con be eosily owakened from their winter sleep!

I ,arsrrEs wrrH ADDTTT,NAL
INFORAAATION:
. Wisconsin DNP beor monogernent ond huntirg

website:
http : //www.dnr.stote.wi.us/orgl lond/wi ld I if e/HUNT
/bearl

. tllichigan DNPbenr monogement and generol focts:
httl : //www.dnr.state-mi.us,/wi I d I if e/ londowners o ui

delspecies mgmt/block beors.htm

. Alberta Fish & Wildlifegeneral beor focts:
http: / / www3.gov.ab.co/ sr d / f w / bearf oct s /

. Defenders of Wildlife guidelines for beor proofing
your property:
htip : / / w ww.def ender s.o r g / wil dlif e / bear s / bear co unt
rybook.htm

Focts about Wisconsin's Block Beor
IF
o

YOU SEE A BLACK BEAR,:

Moke noise ond wove your

orms-let the beor know

you ore there so you don't

surprise it. Beors normol[y

leave an area once they
know o humon is around.

If you hoppen to surprise
o beor ot close ronge. bock

owoy slowly.
ff you areneor avehicle
or building, go inside until
thebear wonders owoy.

Enjoy watching beors from
o distonce. Respect them
ond their right to live in

Wisconsin too!


