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STATE STREET 
DISTRICT RENOVATION

MADISON, WI

The most talked about, celebrated and  

publicly used corridor in the state underwent a 

comprehensive streetscape, infrastructure and 

programming redesign. ZEBRADOG was retained 

to “visually brand” this famous corridor. From 

signature light f ixtures and bus shelters to street 

furniture, custom banner programs and public 

art curating, ZD fully “activated” the corridor  

with a unique program that is as unique and 

eclectic at the street itself.
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PLACEMAKING



What adjectives describe the feeling you want to 
provide visitors to the rebranded downtown?

- Modern 
- Classy 
- Comfortable 
- Fun  
- Safe 
- Relaxing 

- Lively 
- Exciting 
- Clean 
- Picturesque 
- Welcoming  
- Eclectic 

            



What do you people to say after leaving 
downtown Dells?
- We need to come back! 
- Wow, that was unexpected! 
- Wow, they really did a great job updating downtown and    
   making it a place we’d come back to over and over. 
- That was a cool downtown! Can’t wait to come back. 
- Great stores! 
- I had a great time.





























































Precedents are being set













The Problem…
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Who are we?
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A Walk Through The Dells River Arts District  (continued)

 
The new shop on Broadway is drawing a crowd today with an opening featuring the work of local artists. The Dells is fortunate to 
have so much local talent! A wide variety of craftspeople are drawn to this community- one of Wisconsin’s premier, culturally-rich 
destinations. Shoppers know the secret too- the Dells River Arts District is the place to go for one-of-a-kind shopping options.

12

embrace local cultural spirit

OWN your STORY

Brand Attributes



A Walk Through The Dells River Arts District  (continued)

 
By midday, the Oak Street Plaza begins to fill with visitors. The splash pad provides children a respite from the afternoon sun while 
their parents relax in the shade of one of the Dells River Arts District’s premier people-watching venues. No surprise this area is a 
favored spot for several of the district’s best street musicians when the plaza stage isn’t hosting an “official” performance. The artful 
landscaping connects us to the “river” brand and the warm summer breeze makes it hard to imagine that just five months ago this 
site was filled with ice-skaters, vendors selling warm cider and roasted chestnuts to the crowd watching ice sculptors compete for top 
honors at the renowned Dells River Arts District Winter Carnival.

11 it’s YOURS - play with it

Brand Attributes

connect to the river



A Walk Through The Dells River Arts District  (continued)

 
A band is setting up at the amphitheater - the first of many booked to play the Dells River Arts District Roots and Blues Music Festival 
this weekend. Local taverns are also preparing: the festival always means great business for area music venues that draw the crowds 
at night, after the festival stage shuts down. 

13 enhance the destination

https://www.google.com/url?Brand Attributes

create POSITIVE CHANGE



A Walk Through The Dells River Arts District  (continued)

 
Local merchants welcome visitors to enjoy a delicious breakfast at one of the many sidewalk cafes along Broadway and the downtown 
side streets.  It is much easier to get a preferred table early on a Friday. It is almost impossible to get an outdoor table without a wait 
on Sunday mornings after church. Fortunately, two new cafes are opening along Broadway this summer.

10

create opportunity

facilitate progress

Brand Attributes



The Dells River Arts District



A Walk Through The Dells River Arts District  (continued)

 
The new shop on Broadway is drawing a crowd today with an opening featuring the work of local artists. The Dells is fortunate to 
have so much local talent! A wide variety of craftspeople are drawn to this community- one of Wisconsin’s premier, culturally-rich 
destinations. Shoppers know the secret too- the Dells River Arts District is the place to go for one-of-a-kind shopping options.

12





District Programming

Entrance Feature

History Storytelling

Banner Program

Art Program

Entrance Feature

NEW MAP
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Website

Brand Touchpoints



Wayfinding Family



Banner Program



Street Banner Program 



Street Banner Program 



WoodLocally-quarried Cambrian Sandstone

Earth-Toned Mosaic (stone/ tile/paver) Gloss Black Powdercoat

Weathering Steel 
(Corten)  Accents

Blue Mosaic (tile/ lithocrete) Accents
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WoodLocally-quarried Cambrian Sandstone

Earth-Toned Mosaic (stone/ tile/paver) Gloss Black Powdercoat

Weathering Steel 
(Corten)  Accents

Blue Mosaic (tile/ lithocrete) Accents
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Use Common Materials

Native Stone/TileArtful Metals Feature Lighting



Water - Natural Beauty - Gorgeous Destination



Thematic Inspiration



Entrance FeatureGateway?









The mosaics were created by children in the neighborhood 
and are part of the Community Sensitive Solutions aspect 
of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation's massive 
road construction project. 

Storytelling - Arts + Community



Storytelling - Arts/Community



Storytelling - Arts/Community
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Storytelling - Arts/Community



Storytelling - Arts/Community



Streetscape



3’w curb barrier

4’w bike lane

  traffic 
buffer

7’w cafe terrace

10’w existing 
sidewalk 

Streetscape



4’w bike lane

1’w-3’w  
landscape buffer Sandstone with  

water feature Terrace Pavers 7’- 9’ Cafe Zone

10’w existing 
sidewalk 

Streetscape
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Streetscape Extension



Streetscape Extension



Art Program

Art Program - Terrace Seating



Art Program - Terrace Seating



Art Program - Staircase Storytelling



Art Program - Staircase Storytelling



Art Program - Staircase Storytelling



Art Program - Arts/Community
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Art Program - Arts/Community



Streetscape - Then and Now
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Streetscape - Then and Now



Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination



Streetscape Enhancements



ScentSations Dairyland Fudge Too Cute Alpha Beta
KarmaSign/Awning - Facade re-imagination



ScentSations Dairyland Fudge Too Cute Alpha Beta
Karma

Shallow  
Textile  
Awnings

Restore 
Second- 
story  
windows

Restore 
Historical 
Facade

Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination



Monks

Pressit

Winnebago Gifts

Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination
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Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination



Blade Signs

Shallow  
Textile Awnings

Sign/Awning - Facade re-imagination



Riverwalk Storytelling



Riverwalk Entrance











Aerial view of the river matches the  
pillar position on the Riverwalk 

Riverwalk Storytelling









Connections



Brand Opportunities









Dells River Arts District

NEW MAP




