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374-4.2 Requirements for the management of elemental mercury and dental amalgam waste at dental facilities.

(a) Amalgam separators.

(1) All dental facility waterc likely to come into contact with dental amalgam waste must be treated prior to discharge by an amalgam separator which is certified to
ISO 11143 Standards (Dental equipment - amalgam separators) as incorporated by reference in section 370.1(e) of this Title. The amalgam separator must
achieve a minimum of 99 percent removal efficiency of dental amalgam, by weight, in accordance with ISO 11143 test procedures.

(2) Amalgam separators in service at dental facilities prior to the effective date of this Subpart, must be certified, but only need to achieve a minimum g5 percent
removal efficiency of dental amalgam, by weight, in accordance with ISO 11143 test proeedures.

(3) For large dental facilities, the amalgam separator must meet or exceed the applicable ISO 11143 Standards set forth in paragraph (1) or (2) of this subdivision,
but is not required to be ISO certified. lf such a separator is not ISO certified, then the minimum removal efficiency certification must be made by a person or firm
licensed to practice professional engineering in the State of New York.

(4) All amalgam separators must be properly sized for the volume and flow of the dental facility amalgam wastewater in accordance with the manufacturer's
specifications and recommendations. The maximum allowable flow rate through the amalgam separator at the dental facility may not exceed the maximum flow
rate capacity that the separator was tested at and passed in meeting the ISO standards.

(5) The amalgam separator must be installed, operated, and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications and recommendations. Amalgam
separators must also be installed in accordance with any applicable State and local building code requirements.

(6) The amalgam separator must be placed in service in accordance with the requirements of this Subpart as follovvs:

(i) for dental facilities that begin operations after the effective date of this Subpart, the amalgam separator must be placed in service prior to beginning
operation; or

(ii) for dental facilities operating on the effective date of this Subpart, the amalgam separator must be placed in service no later than two years after the
effective date of this Subpart.

(7) Dental facilities where dental amalgam is not placed or removed, including facilities where the specialties of orthodontics, periodontics, prosihodontics and oral
and maxillofacial surgery are exclusively performed, are exempt from the requirements to install an amalgam separator.

(b) Dental amalgam waste storage.

(1) All dental amalgam wastes must be collected and stored in air-tight, leak-proof and structurally sound containers.

(2) The contalners holding the dental amalgam waste must have a label that indudes, at a minimum, the type of the dental amalgam waste contained therein and
the date waste was initially placed in the container.

(3) The containers holding the dental amalgam waste must be tightly closed except when adding or removing dental amalgam waste.

(4) Length of storage of dental amalgam waste within the dental facility must not exceed one year from the date waste was initially placed in the container.

(c) Recycling of dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury.

('t) All dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury generated by the dental facility must be sent for mercury recycling.

(2) Written or electronic certification from ihe collection service or recycler must be obtained by the dental facility, documenting:

(i) the name and address of the collection service;

(ii) the amount, by weight, of dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury collected and the date il was collected; and

(iii) the name and address of the facility where the dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury will ultimately be recycled. and certification that the mercury
contained in the waste was destined for recycling.

(d) Recordkeeping and inspection,

(1) Records must be maintained at the dental facility documenting:

(i) the type of amalgam separator(s) installed, manufactureis model number, unit specifications, date the unit was placed in aervice and number of chair units
serviced by the separator;

(ii) a description of all maintenance performed on the amalgam separator(s) and the date of comdetion of such maintenance;

{iii) the amount, by weight, of dental amalgam w?ste sent for recycling of mercury, on an annual basis; and



(iv) copies of the correspondence required by paragraph (c)(2) of this section.

(2) The records required under subparagraph (1)(i) of this subdivision musl be maintained as long as the amalgam separator is in use at the dental facility. The
records required under subparagraphs (1)(ii) through (iv) of this subdivision must be maintained for a minimum of three years.

(3) Wriften notification when an amalgam separator is installed must be provided to the sewage treatment works or sewer authority that the wastewater discharge
is tributary to, if applicable. Such notification must be submitted no later than 30 days following the applicable deadline specified under paragraph (a)(6) of this
section and must contain the dental facility name; facility location including street address and municipal subclivision, r.e., city, town, or village; telephone number;
and the information specified in subparagraph (1)(i) of this subdivision.

(4) The records specified in paragraph (1 ) of this subdivision, the amalgam separator(s) and any related equipment must be readily available for inspection by the
department, or its authorized representative, upon written or verbal request.

(e) Prohibitions.

(1) The use or possession of elemental mercury in the practice of dentistry is prohibited in a dental facility unless such elemental mercury is contained in
appropriate pre-encapsulated capsules specifically designed for the mixing of dental amalgam"

(2) Elemental mercury must not be rinsed down the drain, disposed with municipal solid waste or disposed as regulated medical waste as defined in section
1389-aa of Public Health Law and section 27-1501 of Environmental Conservalion Law.

(3) Chair-side traps, screens, vacuum pump filters or other amalgam collection devices containing dental amalgam must not be rinsed over drains or sinks that
are not equipped with an amalgam separator as required under subdivision (a) of this section.

(4) Dental amalgam waste must not be managed as a regulated medical waste as defined in section '1389-aa of Public Health Law and section 27-1501 of
Environmental Conservation Law and must not be disposed of in containers destined for treatment or disposal as regulated medical waste.

(5) Dental amalgam waste and collection equipment must not be disinfected by any method that utilizes heat.

(6) Dental amalgam waste must not be disposed of as municipal solid waste.
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lnformation on 6 NYCRR Parl3744 Regulations
6 NYCRR Paft3744
Final Regulations
Management of Mercury and Dental
Amalgam lfilastes at Dental Facilities
and Associated Revisions to
6 NYCRR Parts 364,370 and 371
Effective May 12,2006

has adopted new regulations, 6 NYCRR Subpart 374-4 - Standards for the Management of Elemental Mercury and Dental Amalgam Wastes at Dental Facilities.

Section 27-0926, in the ECL, "Use and rccyding of olemental mercur and dental amalgam by denfsb.', prohibits the use of non-encapsulated olemental morur in dental ofces and

promulgate. This rule provides management standards and requirBmenE that must be met as required by stafute.

made to other 6 NYCRR Parts. 6 NYCRR Part 364 was amended to cladry that elemental mercury and dental amalgam wastes trom dental fuciliti* are exempt tom waste transportar
permitting requiEm€nts if sent for mercury recover. 6 NYCRR Part 370 was amended to add an'incororation by referencs" in regard to the ISO 11143 standard. 6 NYCRR Part 371 was
amended to renumber Part rcferences to r6f,6c* the addition of the new Subpart 3744.

Th6 final rogulations are effectit e May 12, m06.
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NY Dental Mercury & Amalgam Recycling Law
New York Dental Mercury & Amalgam Recycling Law
Chapter 506, Laws of New York, 2002
(effective March 16, 2003)

appBval of the Govemor. Passed by a majority vote, three-ff;ths b€ing presenL

The Peof,e of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follo\.rs:

Sectlon l. The envimnmental conseryation law is am€nded by adding a n€w s€c-tion 27-0926 to read as followe:

S 27-0926. Use and recyding of elemental mercrury and dental amalgam by dentbts.

dental practices in accordanco with rules and regulations established by the commissioner.

2. The commissioner is hercby authorized and direc-ted to prcmulgato rules and regulations necssary for th6 implementation of this section.

rules or regulat'ons necessary for the imdementation of this act on its efiective date is authorized and directed to bc made and completed on or before such efiective date.
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6 NYCRR Parl3744 Express Terms
Final Amendments
Effective May 12,2006
6 NYCRR Subpart 374-{ and Associated Revisions to 6 NYCRR
Parts 364,370, and 371
Standards for the Management of Elemental Mercury and Dental
Amalgam Wastes at Dental Facilities
(Statutory Authority: Environmental Conservation LaW Title g of
Article 27, Section 27-09261

New Subparagraph 36a.1(e)(2)(xxi) is adopted to read as fottows:
(xxi) Elemental mercury and dental amalgam waste generated at dental facilities, destined for mercury recovery.

Subparagraph 36a.{(e)(3}(i) is amended to read as follows:

of this Part, provided that the wastes are generated and transported exclusively by the generator.

New Paragraph 370.1(e)(9) is adopted to read as follows:
9) lnternational Organization for Standardization (lSO):

(i) "Dental equipment - Amalgam separalors," ISO-11143, December 1999.

Available from: American National Standards lnstitute (ANSI)

25 West 43rd Street
NewYork, NY 10036

(212\642-4980

httpJ /vebstore.ansi.org

Paragraph 371.1lfll2l is amended to read as follows:

372 through Subpart 374-3, and Part 376 of this Title.

Subparagraph 371.1(gxi)(iii) is amended to read as follows:

complying with any applicable waste hauler permit requirements in P6rt 3&l of this Title:

37 44.1 General Requirements
(a) Purpose

This Subpart establishes requirements for dental facilities conceming the use and possession of elemental mercury and for the proper management of dental amalgam waste and

elemental mercury waste thmugh recycling.

(b) Applicability

mercury has been used or is possessed by dentists licensed or otherwise authorized to practice dentistry under Article 1 33 of the New York State Education Law.

(c) Definitions

subdivision 3744.2(a) of this Subparl

(2) "Dental amalgam" means an alloy which contains mercury and other metals used in the practice of dentistry.

(3) "Dental facility' means any institulion, clinic, office or other location where the praclice of dentistry is performed.

(4) 'Dental amalgam waste" means waste trom a dentalfacility containing:

amalgam capfured by chair-side traps, vacuum pump filtors, amalgam separatoG or other dental amalgam captur6 devices;

(ii) Dental amalgam that has not been in contact with the patient including, but not limited to: excess dental amalgam mix and the used pre-encapsulated dental amalgam capsules
remaining at the end of a dental procedure; and

(iii) Dental amalgam lhat may have accumulated in the plumbing system of a dental facility.

mass of 200.59.

(6) "Large dental facility' means an institution which houses fifty (50) or more dental chairs.

(7) "Practice of dentistry" means the practice of dentistry as defined in Section 6601 of the New York State Education Law.



3744.2 Requirements for the Management of Elemental Mercury
and Dental Amalgam Waste at Dental Facilities
(a) Amalgam Separators

(Dental equipment - Amalgam separators) as incorporated by reference in subdivision 370.1(e) of this Tiile. The amaljam separitor must achieve a minimum of gg percent romoval
efficiency of dental amalgam, by weight, in accordance with ISO i1143 test procedures.

dental amalgam, by weight, in accordance with ISO i1143 test procedures.

Stale of NewYork.

(4) All amalgam separators must be properly sized for the volume and flow of the dental facility amalgam wastewator in accordance with the manufacture/s specificafions and

and passed in meeting the ISO standards.

installed in accordance with any apdicable state and local building code requirements.

(6) The amalgam separator must be placed in service in accordance with the requirements of this Subpart as follows:

(i) for dental facilities that begin operations after the effeclive date of this Subpart, the amalgam separator must be placed in seMce prior to beginning operation; or

surgery are exclusively performed, are exempt from the requirements to install an amalgam separator.

(b) Dental Amalgam Waste Storage

(1) All dental amalgam wastes must be collecled and stored in ah-tight, leak-proof and structurally sound containers.

(2) The containers holding the dental amalgam waste must have a label that includes, at a minimum, lhe type of the dental amalgam waste contained therein and the date waste was
initially placed in the container.

(3) The containers holding the dental amalgam waste must be tighty closed except when adding or removing dental amalgam waste.

(4) Length of storage of dental amalgam waste within the dsntal faeility must not exceed one year from the date waste was initially placed in th€ container,

(c) Recyding of DentalAmalgam Waste and Elemental Mercury

(1) All dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury generated by the dental facility must be sent for mercrry recycling.

(2) Written or electronic certification from the collection service or recyc{er must be obtained by the dental facility, documenting:

(i) the name and address of the collection service;

(ii) the amount, by weight, of dental amalgam waste and elemental nErc.ljry collected and the date it was collected; and

was destined for recycling.

(d) Record Keeping & lnspection

(1) Records must be maintained at the dental facility documenting:

(ii) a description of all maintenance performed on the amalgam separator(s) and the date of completion of such maintenance;

(iii) the amount, by weight, of dental amalgam waste sent for recyc{ing of mercury on an annual basis; and

(iv) copi$ of the conespondence requird by paragraph 3744.21cx.2l- of this section.

under subparagraphs 374a.2(d)(1)(ii through iv) of this subdivision must be maintained for a minimum of three years.

of this subdivision,

or its authorized representative, upon written or verbal request.

(e) Prohibitions

capsules specifically designed for the mixing o, dental amalgam.

and Seclion 27-1501 of Environmental Conservation Law.

amalgam separator as required under subdivision 374-4.2(a) of this section.

(4) Dental amalgam waste must not be managed as a regulated medical waste as defined in Section 1389-aa of Public Health Law and Soction 27-1501 of Environmental Conservalion
Law and must not be disposed of in containers dsstined for treatment or disposal as regulated medical waste.

(5) Dental amalgam waste and collection equipment must not bo disinfected by any method that utilizes heat.

(6) Dental amalgam waste must not be disposed of as municipal solid waste.
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Recycling of Mercury By Dentists FAQ
l. IYhy arc mercury and mercrrry wastes o, concem?

remain in the environment for years.

Health concems arise when humans consume fish and wildlife and the associated heatth efects may be severe, The developing fetus and young children are especially at risk when

memory loss, fatigue, muscle tremors, skin rashes, and brain/kidney damage may occur depending on the degree of mercury exposure.

2. Whal doss New Yo* State's law requirc for dedists?

Chapter 506, Laws of 2002, slates, 'No denlist shall use or possess elemental mercur in the practice of dentistry unless such elemental mercur is contained in appropriate pre-

dental amalgam waste generated in their dental practices in accordance with rules and regulations established by the commissioner."

3. Why th€ legklative concem and Equiroment?

and reduces the potential for mercury spills and mercury exposure.

to recyde it Recyding is made possible by collecting olemental mercury and dental amalgam waste in proper containers and installing an amalgam soparator.

)ret fully developod or available.

.L Holn chould dental faelliti$ store and then diepo.se of lefrovor oncapculated mercury and morcury amalgam waste?

All dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury generated by the dental facility must be sent for m€rur r€cycling. A few communities in New York Stato allow dentsb to bring mercur
waste to their household hazardous waste facilities. Dentists should contact their local solid waste management authority or ofiicials for moro information.

three years.

actual amount of mercury in dental amalgam waste is unknown when the waste is sent for recycling.

medical waste. Most medical waste is incinerated or autoclaved which causes mercury to volatilize and enier the atrnosphere.

5. Vuhat is an amalgam separator and what ls the purpose of this equipnent?

Chah-side traps, combined wif vacuum flters, remove some of the amalgam wast6; however, the percentage of amalgam waste removed increases to 99yo wilh the installation of an

protect th6 onvironment from mercury contamination.

in your dental facility. Suppliors usually install these systems, and maintenan@ agreements are @rnmon.

6. Are cheir-side trapi and vacuum fflters €nough to capture denta! amalgam?

dental facilities are switching from wet vacuum pump systsms to dry vacuum pump systems. Dry vacuum pump systems do not require a vacuum filter.

7. Which d€ntal facilities must install an amalgam separator?

elemontal mercury is used or possess€d by licensed dentists.

Exemptions are not granted to other dental facilities.

extracled teeth containing dental amalgam, ciair-side traps, and vacuum pump filtars must be sent b a mercury waste recycler.

8. By what date must lhe dental facilities haye an amdgam separator lnstallod?



separator must be in place pior to the beginning of the facility's operation.

9. What standard$ must the amalgam separator maet?

from the wastewater discharged through the equipment,

through the line creating the need for a separator to efficiently perform at a higher flow rate. The maximum fow rate capacity, which the separator tesfed at and met to pass the ISO
Standard, must not be exceeded.

12, 2006 must be ISO 1't143 certified and achieve a minimum 95% removal eficiency of dental amalgam. An amalgam separator placed into seric.e afer May'12, 2006 must be ISO 11143
cenified ard achieve 99o/o removal effcioncy.

firm licensed to practice professional engineering in the State of New York,

designod to address the demands of institutional settings and hav6 been appropriately tested and certmed by accredited testing laboratories and cerlification bodies.

{0. What is 99% efflcieney?

few. The efciency of an amalgam separator is detemined by measuring the mass perentage of the amalgam retained by the separator. A separator with 99% efciency means 99% of the

treated by and passqs through the amalgam separator, is no longer considered dental amalgam weste.

11. ls f,ow rate lmportant for an amalgam separator?

According to law the fow rate entering lhe amalgam separator should not exceed the tested fow rate (the fow rat6 the separator was tested at using the ISO 11143 test procedure and

separators ofier flow restddors to assure the appropriate flow rate is maintained.

ofiice.

12. What factoE should a dental facility comlder when purchasing an amalgam separalor?

vacuum suction has not been compromised.

13. What arc the costs involved with purchasing an amalgam Beparator?

select. Leage arrang€ments ar€ possible and most manufac:turers offer maintenance agreements for service, repains and management of the waste mercury collected.

't4. Must hygienist operatodes and all cuspidors be trDated by an amalgam sepaEtor?

any cuspidor that is on the same vacuum or drain line with an operatory thet removes or replaces dental amalgam must hav6 its wastewater treated prior to discfiare by an amalgam
sepambr.

15, What documentation does the NYS Departmeat of Environmental Conselation (Deparfrment) requlre frcm separator manufacturcri and distributoB to vertty that an
amalgam separetor hes b6€n tesbd and certified accordiry to ISO llrtB Standards?

c€rtificates and tost reports which demonstrale 99% effichncy.

16. tlUho must be notified when a separ.tor ls lnstalled?

35 KB) may be obtained from the Departmenfs website.

17. How long murt a dental facillty keep the amalgam separato/s records on file?

speciftcatio.s, date the unit was placed in seMce, and the number of chairs seMced by the separator.

available for inspection by the Deparfirent or iB authorized rcpresentative upon written or verbal request.



recycling.

also apply to dental amalgam we6te retalned in the Eeparator?

a part of the system and does not fall under lhe one year storage limitation requiroment.

canister is no longer considered part of the separator equipment system and is subject to the one year sbrage limitation requircment.

amalgam waste.

19, Some separatot manulacturcE have reeommend€d 'snaking' the linea pdor to separator installaiion. le thic appropdate?

prior to snaking the lines.

20, Will the lnstallatlon of a separator sav6 me ftom changing the vacuum pump fllter?

the vacuum filtor in plac€ to protec{ the vadum pump.

vacuum filter but a large amount of dental amalgam waste collects in the vacuum filter, a problem with the separatods ability to collect the waste may exist and vacuum may be

comprcrmised.

21. tlUhat pH level of line cleaner should I use in my system?

mercuryfrom amalgam,

22. Howwil! thls regulatlon bc enforced?

of dentral amalgam waste and elemental mercury conected, and the nam€laddross of the facility where the dental amalgam waste and elemental mercury will be recycled.

23. Wher6 else can marcury and mercury wastes be found in a dental ofEco?

office or replacing items. Thera are also lamps available that contain lower amounts of mercury than others.
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Managing Dental Mercury

amalgam separators that remwe *aste amabam from the dental faciliti€s.wastewater.

4 (link leaves DEC)' Multiple questions dental facilities may have concernirg the installation of amalgam separErbrs are also addrossed.

Elemental ilercury (also refuned to as frEe, bulh or raw rnerc{ry)

New York state Law forbids the use or possession of elemental mercury in the praciice of dentistry. Afilalgarn capsules must be used.

ln the evant ttat elemental rnarcury is present in ),our dontal ofice:

. Recyde all elernental melcury. Many hazardous waste haulers and denhl amalgarn recyders will accep{ elernental mstulry ftr rscyding.

. l{ever rinse elemental mercury down th€ drain,

. l{evordispose of elemental mercury in the trash.

. Never dispos€ of elemental mercury in the sharps container or as medical waste.

youramalgam recw6r.

coordinatom-

vapor and merc{ry spill Iocalions in the workplae environment This equipment can be renlod fiom rcntal test equipment companles.

Amalgam Capsules

New York State Law requires that all amalgam capsule waste be recycled.

Minimize the generation of amalgam wasto. Dont mix a double-use cap€ule if a single-use capsule will do. Less rraste means less amalgam that needs to be re4ycled.

proper spill clean up procedures,

Dentd Amalgam

. l{wor put scrap amalgam in the sharps container.

. l{ever put scrap amalgam in the led biohazard bag.

. l{e\ror discard scrap amalgam in the fash.

. Never rinse scrap amalgam down the drain.

. Ney€f rcmove e)(c6ss arnalgam ftom th€ amalgam udl with th3 high-speed suctiot vacuum line.

. Never dean up a mercury spill using a \.adJum deaner.

gloves, and mask, should b€ usod whsn handling e)(tsacted taeth.

Recycllng Scrap Amalgam

New York State Law requires you to recycle all amalgam wagte. Follow the requirements of your amalgam recycler for the storage, disinfection and shipping of scrap amalgam.

. Recyde scmp amalgam lhrough an amalgam recycler.

released into the environment.

dental amalgam recyder or hazardous traste haulerfor more inbrmation on hovy to dispose of this rmtorial properly.

Ghair€ido Trap6

deaning and changing moro ofien.

waste and ml6t also be sant for rcclfding.

Amalgam Tfiaps I

Precadions, srch as glasses, gloves and mask, should be used when handling tfie cfiair-siie kap. These traps should be changed as often as necessary,

contain Heach, may dissolve mercury frorn amalgam partides, This would increase the releas€ of mercury into the dsntal wastewater.



equipment:

. Biocide (Biotrol lntemational)

. Birexse (Biotrol lntemational)

. DRNA Vac (Dental Recycling North American, lnc.)

. E-Vac (L&R Manufacturing Co.)

. Fresh-Vac(Huntington)

. GC Spray-Cide (GC America lnc.)

. Green and Clean (Metasys)

. Mlcrostat 2 (Septodont USA)

. Patterson Brand Concentrated Ultrasonic CleanerlDisinfectant Solution (Patterson Dental Supply, lnc.)

. ProE-Vac (Cottrell Ltd.)

. Pure-Vac (Sultan Chemists lnc.)

. Sani-Treet Plus (Enzyme lndustries lnc.)

. SRG Evacuation (lcon Labs)

. Stay Clean (Apollo Dental Producb)

. Turbo-Vac (Pinnacle Products)

. Vacusol Ultra (Biotrol lnternational)

. Cavicide (Metrex Research Corp.)

. Vacuum Clean (Palmero Health Care)

the partides in the trap to dry.

until the contents are dry (usually not rnore than five minutes).

Replaceable Amalgam Traps

Steps to clean this type of trap are:

. Open the chair-side dental unit to expose the amalgam trap.

. Remove non-amalgam fragments such as cement ftom the Aap with cotton forceps and discard in the garbage.

. Remove all visible amalgam by tapping the contents into a properly lebeled container. Close the cover tighuy.

. lf the trap is visually clean, it can be reused. A heavily contaminated trap should alweys be recycled. Storc contaminated traps in the properly labeled container.

Disposable Amalgam Traps

. Remove the amalgam trap and place it in a properly labeled container.

. Do not clean disposable t.aps under running water or discharge the trapped amalgam into the u/astewater system.

. Do not discharg€ the trapped amalgam into the sharps containor, as medical waste, or in the trash.

Vacuum Pump FilteE (by the central suction pump)

. Replace vacuum pump filt€rs regularly as recommended by the equipment manutacturer.

can be rinsed down the drain,

that they will take these filters.
. Do not dispose of used vacuum pump filters in the sharps container, as medical waste, or in the trash.

Amalgam Separators

New York State regulations now require the installation and use ot for new dental facilities starting operations aft€r May 12,2006. Dental facilities operating

stated in .(link leaves DEC)

Dental amalgam separators will removs the maximum amount of amalgam waste and are much more efcient in removing amalgam from the dental wastewater than filters and traps used in

chair-side dental uniB and vacuum lines. Most amalgam separators can attain an efficiency of 99 percent removal of amalgam.

lrom chair-side water colleclion units as well as sinks and drains.

performed.

Although the departrnent does not endorse any specitic amalgam separators, a list of companies is available. The following criteria should help you select the right
system for your facility:

placed into service after May 12, 2006 must achieve 99 percent removal efficiency.

maximum allowabl€ flow rat6 through the amalgam separator may not exceed the maximum flow rate capacity that the separalor was tested at and pa$sed in meeting lnternational
Standards Organization (SO-11143).

. Available space for the installation and subsequent access to that space for equipment replacement and maintenance should be considered.

. There should be no compromise in suction pow6r.

. You may want to consider a unit that is hands-off The dentist or stafr should not have to perform a series of manual operations or be required to handle and change filters.

. The captured amalgam must be rerycled. Consider a company that both sells the system and arranges for the recycling of the caplured amalgam. You should, at minimum, request
information from the company that sold you the unit about how to assure that the captured amalgam is recycled.

. Simplicity of design is a plus. Ther6 will be fewer chances for something to go wrong.

. The unit should operate quietly.

. The unit should come with a fail-safe mechanism that protects you from a spill or back-up in the event that a blockage occurs.

. The unit should install cenhally so that the appropriate wastewater streams pass through it before discharging into the sewer system.



period before making a decision.

Plumbing Replacement and Repalrs

Mercury from prior dental procedures offen settles at low points in th6 plumbing such as sink traps and sumps. The slow dissoluilon of the mercur in a sink trap or sump can release

whenever plumbing parts are removed or deaned, caution should be taken to avoid spilling the contenls in case amalgam or merorry are present. The sludge from the pipes should be
poured or brushed out and handled as contact amalgam. The plumbing parts can then be put beck in place or recycled.

Additional Sources of ltilercury in Dental Offtces

Electrical equipment with switches, relays or temperature controls (thermostats) may contain mercury and should be properly recycled when replaced.

Mercury thermometers and blood pressure units are also sources of elemental mercury. The following steps should be followed in the event that one of lhese items break:

. Put on nitrile gloves. Do not use latex gloves as mercury can penetrate latex.

Health Administration (OSHA) compliance supplies and equipment; amalgam recyclers; and dental product suppliers. Before purchasing a kit, make sure it comes with complete
instructions on how to perform a spill clean up. Train several stafr members in proper spill dean up procedures.

Waste".

. Dispose of all contaminated materials through a hazardous waste hauler.

. Never dispose of mercury contaminated waste in the sharps container, as medical waste, or in the trash.

. Never dispose of elemental mercury down the drain or in the sharps container, as medical waste, or in the trash.

competitive prices.

Offiae Renovatlons

mercury may have been used or where amalgam capsules may have been spilled.

The above procedures were adapted for New York Stafe's use from The Environmentally Ros@nsible Dental Otice: a Guide to Proper Waste Management in Dental Offrces", prepared by
the Nottheast Natuml Resource Center of the National Wldlife Federation and the Vermont State Dental Society, June 1999.

mail at:

More about Managing Dental Mercury:
- Standards for the Management of Elemental Mercury and Dental Amalgam Wastes at Dental Facilities.

- Describes the regulations for managing mercury and dental amalgam wasles at dental facilities.

- Rocycling of Elemential M6rcury and Dental Amalgam - lts the Law in New York State. Chaptor 506, Laws of New York, 2002.

- Frequently Asked Questions From Dentists.

- Recycling of Elemental Mercury and Dental Amalgam by DentisE.

- List of companies and hazardous waste haulers that will accept elemential mercury for recycling.

- A list of manufacturers lhat have submitted the appropriate certificationsitest reports to DEC.

- List of Communities in NYS that mercury dental waste.
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Guide for Dentists for Managing Mercury and
Amalgam Wastes
Guide for Dentists for Managing Mercury and Amalgam
Wastes
lfs the Law in New York State
On September 1 7, 2002 New York State enacted chapter 506, Laws of 2002. This law added a new soction 27-0926 to the Environmentral Consewation Law (ECL), 'Use and recycling of
elemental mercur and denlal amalgam by dentists.'The law bans the use of non-encapsulabd elemental m€rcur in dental ofces and requires dentists to recycle any mercur or dental
amalgam waste generated in their offces in accordance with regulations eshblished by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

2003. DEC has adopted 6 NYCRR Part 37H, efuive May 12, 2006, tiis will assist dentists with implementation.

Health Advisories

throughout New Yo* State, due to merd.lry contamination.

have suggested that a large contributor of m6rcury to municipal waste\i.ater is dental ofices.

elemental mercury they posses, and any pre-encapsulated capsule waste and amalgam waste they generale, be propedy managed and recycled.

Additional information may be obtained by contacting the Bureau of Waste Reduction & Recyding at (518) 402-8706 or by e.mail at recycling@dec.ny.gov


