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H ere’s the fifth installment of our Ads of the Month  which  feature Village Voice  
advertisers. This month’s featured Ads are S&J Mini Storage. Thanks Scott and 

Jen Voda. Also Anderson Electric. Thanks to Mark Anderson and crew. 

905 S. LaSalle Str. Spencer 

RESIDENTIAL 
FARM            

COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL 

 
TRENCHING 

AERIAL        
EMERGENCY   

GENERATORS 
PRIVATE WIRING  

LOCATES 

CENTRAL 
WISCONSIN’S 

LEADER IN 
AG WIRING 

 

10 x 6 thru 11 x 40 
units available 

24 hour 
access 

Security camera 
monitored 

Call 715-507-039 or 715-507-0392 
                               2 locations: 
610 E. Peach and 902 S. Pacific (next to A&W) 
                           Spencer, WI 54479 

Outdoor storage available (camper, boat, trailer, etc.) 

Message us on Facebook! 
February 14 

I  don’t care what that groundhog says, it’s Spring here at the 
Tack! After finishing up an incredible concert with Mason 

Dixon Line, we are done with Act 1 and heading into Act 2 of 
the LTCAs performance line up. Thank you again to Burnett 
Transit, Donna M. Rozar, Ron & Robin Safford, Spectrum Bene-
fit Solutions, Duane & Anne Teska for sponsoring the event. 

Although I am anxious to get our Spring line-up on stage, we 
have had a bit of a set-back. The Triple Espresso Comedy show 
originally scheduled for February 13, has been cancelled! This 
was not our decision at all and it is no fault of the LTCA. It 
came as a great disappointment to us. The touring manager 
made a playcall on behalf of their tour and cancelled a chunk of 
their 2026 tour, which affected 
our show. Never-the-less we 
wish the boys the best from afar. 
Our next concert will serve as 
the Act 2 opener. The Barefoot 
Movement will be coming here 
Saturday, February 21 at 
7:30pm. Sure, they perform 
barefoot but the real significant 
thing is their soulful harmonies, 
magnificent blend and incredi-
ble string work. The group con-
sists of four members: married  

Barefoot Movement 

See TACK on page 5 

W e have now used up the two “freebie” snow days that 
are built into our calendar. This means moving for-

ward, any inclement weather days must be a virtual learning 
day in order for us to comply with hours of instruction man-
dates at the state level. The school calendar is set to be finalized 
on the January 28th school board meeting. It will then be posted 
on our website.  

Each year, we must comply with a financial audit of the school 
district. I am pleased to report that the results of our audit were 
overall very positive. I appreciate the work our staff puts into 
making sure we are utilizing funds appropriately and that we 
are tracking the use of those funds the way the state directs us 
to. We are currently in our first year of offering 4-year-old kin-
dergarten for full days, four days per week. Overall, things are 
going very well with this. We currently have 43 students. Of 
those, 15 are open-enrolled into the district. 

 We are finding out that we might have to cap open enrollment 
in this area due to our current staffing model.  

For much longer than I have been around, the School District of 
Spencer has partnered with Burnett Transit. They are a fantastic 
organization to work with.  

              What’s Rockin’ in Rocketville 

                                    By Jason Gorst 
             Superintendent/School District of Spencer 

See ROCKIN’ on page 5 
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www.partnersbankwi.com 
       MEMBER FDIC 

Citizens State Bank of Loyal  

 The Bank for Life’s 
 BIGGEST Decisions 

302 S. Pacific Street 
      P.O. Box 20 
 Spencer, WI 54479 

  Phone:715-659-5159 
Toll Free:800-599-8399 

www.cbsloyal.com 
   Member FDIC 
 

Marshfield           Spencer               Stratford  
(715)384-4005    (715) 659-2430    (715)687-2411 

905 S. LaSalle Str. Spencer 

Gross Ford Inc.  610 E. Division Str. 
  PO Box 191  Neillsville, WI 54456 
         *Sales: 715-743-3207 
        *Service:715-659-3939 
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                               2 locations: 
610 E. Peach and 902 S. Pacific (next to A&W) 
                           Spencer, WI 54479 

Call 715-507-039 or 715-507-0392 

Message us on Facebook! 

10 x 6 thru 11 x 40 
units available 

Security camera 
monitored 

24 hour 
access 

Outdoor storage available (camper, boat, trailer, etc.) 

The Spencer Area Historical Museum  will be open by appointment during 
the winter months. Please call 715-659-5577 or 715-659-5182.  

February 2026 ISSUE  

The Unity American 
L e g i o n  P a n c a k e 
Breakfast will again 
be on the first Sunday 
of each month. The 
remaining dates are    

February 1 and March 1. Breakfast will be 
served from 8am to Noon. It’s $11 for Adults. 
$6 for 12 and 
under and pre-
schoolers are 
free. Pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, 
toast, applesauce 
coffee and milk 
will be served.  

                                          Advertise Here! 
                                      Ad Size 2 3/4” X 1 1/2” 
                                       Only $33 per month 
                   Or any other size you like, priced accordingly) 
                  New Rates/ Just $8 per sq. inch. Still a Bargain! 
                      Call the Village Voice of Spencer, LLC at 
                       715-659-4710 or 715-207-5322 or e-mail: 
                         villagevoiceofspencer@hotmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/csbloyalwi/
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Spencer Library Hours: Monday and Wednesday from 1-7pm. Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday from 10-4pm. Saturday from 10-2pm. 

Ashley Heiden Spencer Branch Coordinator Marathon County 
Public Library - Spencer Branch | 105 S. Park St., WI 
54479Ashley.Heiden@marathoncounty.gov | 715-659-
3996 (direct) / 715-659-3996 (general) 
www.mcpl.us / info@mcpl.us | Facebook | Twitter  
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February Events: 

Fiber Artists Meetup: February 6th from 1:00-3:00pm. Bring 
your current project—whether you knit, crochet, embroider, 
or do other fiber arts, all are welcome! Swap ideas, learn new 
skills, or simply enjoy some social time. 

Ready, Set, Game!: Come hang out at MCPL-Spencer every 
Saturday during open hours to play a variety of card and 
board games! Bring your friends, family, or come solo and 
play with others in the community. We’ve got a great selec-
tion of games ready to play—but you’re also welcome to 
bring your favorites and show others how it’s done. 

Paper Snowflakes: February 9th from 1:30-2:30pm. Join us 
as we craft paper snowflake cutouts! There will be a variety 
of designs available or create a design of your own using 
paper and scissors. All supplies will be provided. This free 
event is open to ages 6 and up. 

Cribbage: February 10th from 1:30-3:00pm. The library will 
provide the cards and boards but feel free to bring your own. 

Book Club: On February 16th from 1:00-2:00pm the Spencer 
book club, “As the Page Turns,” will be discussing The Last 
Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave. 

Family Story Time: February 17th from 10:30-11:00am. Chil-
dren ages 5 and younger, along with their caregivers, are 
invited to join us on the third Tuesday of each month for 
lively and engaging family story times! Each session features 
a delightful mix of stories, songs, and activities that foster 
early literacy, creativity, and a love of reading. 

LEGO® Club: February 26th from 12:30-2:30pm. Get crea-
tive with LEGO®! We will have plenty of LEGO® bricks, 
books, and various building materials available for children 
to create with. What can you build with just a few simple 
blocks? 

Friendship Bracelets: February 27th from 11:00am-12:00pm. 
Learn how to make your own colorful friendship bracelets 
for you & your friends and family! Participants will learn 
Kumihimo, a Japanese art technique in which long strands of 
yarn are looped in a repetitive way, creating a unique de-
sign. Come see what you can create and share something 
special with those you care about. This free event is open to 
children and teens. 

The first month of 2026 was a real-
ly great month at Spencer Kids 
Group. January was all about get-
ting back into routine after winter 
break. We took our time,, recon-
nected, and just enjoyed being 
together. 

     We did lots of different activities with the kids and played a lot 
of kickball. It has officially become their favorite activity and I 
don’t think that’s changing anytime soon. If we could play kick-
ball every day. I’m pretty sure the kids would be very happy! 
     January was also a super productive month for SHIP (Spencer 
Homework Improvement Program). Our kids worked so hard on 
their homework and really tried their best to improve academi-
cally. I truly couldn’t be more proud of them. Seeing their effort 
and confidence grow makes all the hard work worth it. 
     Now...let’s talk about the weather. January was SUPER cold. I 
really hope everyone stayed warm! At SKG, we survived with 
lots of hot chocolate, for both kids and staff, just to stay warm 
and cozy. 
     We also had some great events this month. Winter Bingo went 
really well and Family Fun Night was so much fun. This year’s 
theme was Kids vs. Parents, and oh my goodness...what a battle! 
     With Valentine’s Day coming up, our kids worked on a Valen-
tine’s service project, making cards for residents at a nursing 
home in Marshfield. It’s a great way for our kids to spread kind-
ness and bring love to those who may not receive much of it. 
     As we look ahead to February, we’re excited for Valentine’s 
Bingo, and we’re also getting ready for our 14th Spring Fever 
Dance that is happening April 11th. We are currently selling 
dance tickets and UTV raffle tickets, so if you’d like to purchase 
one, please reach out to me. 
     January was a strong start to the new year and I’m excited to 
see what the rest of 2026 brings for SKG and our kids. 
     Thank you, Diana Ventsel, SKG Youth Center Program Direc-
tor.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

mailto:Ashley.Heiden@co.marathon.wi.us
https://mcpl.us/
mailto:info@mcpl.us
https://facebook.com/MCPL.Wausau
https://twitter.com/MCPL_Wausau
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1-800-993-4213 

Our business is healthcare; your business is our priority! 
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  Simple. Timeless. Stunning 

Stop by today to design your kitchen backsplash! 
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couple Noah Wall (lead vocals/fiddle), 
her husband Tommy Norris (vocals/mandolin), Ben Howing-
ton (vocals/guitar), and Kori Caswell (vocals/upright bass). 

If you’re a fan of music at all, you should come to this one! They 
are a real spectacle. Noah’s voice is powerful and incredibly 
accurate, her fiddle playing will bring a tear to your eye. Tom-
my’s mandolin work will have you dancing all night and Ben & 
Kori’s talents compliment the ensemble so well, you would 
think there is a full orchestra on stage. You do not want to miss 
this event. Their style is bluegrass inspired and an influence of 
everything from Americana to country and even rock. A huge 
thank you to Progressive Travel, Joe & Kathy Burnett, Steve & 
Carol Hemersbach and Nasonville Dairy for sponsoring this 
event. 

In addition to the bluegrass group, we will be hosting Great 
Works Theatre productions' ‘Fractured Fairy Tales’ for our Arts 
Adventure series. Students from around Central Wisconsin will 
enjoy a staged musical taking classic fairy tales and twisting 
their storylines in fun and adventurous ways. 

In late February we will be welcoming back Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre for the first time since Covid. We are so thrilled 
to have them back. MCT comes in their iconic red truck and 
brings professional actors to train and coordinate local students 
for Spencer’s very own rendition of The Jungle Book, Saturday, 
February 28 at 3:30pm! The audition day for students age 5 and 
up will be 3:30pm Monday, February 23 in the LTCA. There 
will be around 60 students accepted into the cast in addition to 
the 2 actors. Songs, speaking lines and the whole gamut will be 
present for this one-of-a-kind home-grown version of the classic 
tale. Please show your support for MCT at the Tack. We gladly 
accept donations to help host this fine group, as ticket sales will 
not cover the cost. More information about tickets will be forth-
coming. 

March will be 
a happy time 
here at the 
Tack as well. 
T h e  f i r s t 
March show 
will be Jeff 
Dayton - A 
Salute to Glen 
Campbell. Jeff 
was a col-
league and bandleader for Glen for 15 years. He knew the leg-
end well and has many stories from their tours and time togeth-
er. Do not miss your chance to hear ‘Rhinestone Cowboy,’ 
‘Southern Nights,’ ‘Wichita Lineman’ and many more - Thurs-
day, March 12 at 7pm. Thank you so much to Bill & Linda Bau-
er for their generous contribution to this show! Also, thank you 
to the generosity of Ron & Robin Safford and Maurina-Schilling 
Funeral Homes. 

Their attention to detail, focus on safety, and commitment to 
kids are second to none. They are currently experiencing diffi-
culties filling all of their driver positions. The starting pay is $38 
for a route or $76 per day and $18 per hour for trips. If you are 
interested in applying, please call 715-659-4391.  

Overall, things are going well with our daycare. We are current-
ly full in our infant care room. We also have an ongoing waiting 
list. We do, however, have additional staffing needs. We would 
like to hire more variable-hour workers or substitute daycare 
workers. If you are interested, please call the school at 715-659-
5347 or stop by to pick up an application. 

 We have ramped up enforcement of our policy of not allowing 
students to use cell phones in classrooms other than for educa-
tional activities. The state has passed legislation that calls for 
this type of ban to begin by July 1st of 2026. We are currently 
reviewing our current policy to see if we need to make any up-
dates. We may have to make some tweaks for next year.  

I have a few facility updates for everyone. We are still on pace 
to replace the vast majority of the school’s exterior windows this 
summer. We are utilizing funds that we have saved in Fund 46 
to pay for this. We are hopeful that the new windows will make 
the building more efficient when it comes to heating. We are 
currently updating all of the internet cabling in our ceilings. We 
currently have experts working on a plan to address the echo in 
the dome. We are hopeful to hear more about our options this 
spring. 

Last year, we launched our annual Parent/Guardian and Com-
munity Survey. We had a total of 206 responses. We used that 
information to guide our planning process aligned with our 
strategic plan. We are again asking parents, guardians, and 
community members to fill out the survey for 2026. The ques-
tions will be the same for the most part, so we can get an apples
-to-apples comparison to see how we are growing. We will be 
adding at least one additional question to the survey. Historical-
ly, the District has not used delays or late starts to deal with in-
clement weather situations. We are curious to see what our par-
ents think about this idea, so we have added a question about 
that topic. To fill out the survey, go to the link listed below, scan 
the QR code, or find the link on our Facebook or our webpage. 
Paper copies will also be available in the various offices. We 
truly value the feedback, and we are looking  forward to hear-
ing from as many people as possible. 

2026 Parent/Guardian and Community 
Survey 

https://bit.ly/spencersurvey2026 

 ROCKIN’ from page 1 

 TACK from page 1 

See TACK on page 6 
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2025 Town of Spencer Business of the Year  

T he Town of Spen-
cer is proud to rec-

ognize T&T Quality Cut-
ting as their 2025 Busi-
ness of the Year. At the 
town’s December 15th 
board meeting, the Wolf 
family was presented with 
a plaque honoring their 
longstanding dedication 
and contributions to the 
town.  

Frank Wolf started a hobby 
sawmill on the family farm in 
Loyal, WI. In 1958, Frank’s 
son, Norm Wolf, turned the 
hobby into a full-time sawmill 
operation on the same proper-
ty. Following a fire at the orig-
inal sawmill site in 1990, Ed 
Wolf, the third-generation 
sawyer, moved the mill in 

1991 to the current location on Karau Avenue in the Town of Spen-
cer. Tony and Travis Wolf joined their father and established T & T 
Quality Cutting. Eventually, they bought the sawmill from Ed and 
became fourth-generation owners, where they continue to grow the 
business even more.  

Some Fun Statistics 
-Currently, they have 36 employees, 
with many being family members. 
-In 2008, the game changing Hew Saw 
was installed, which allows them to pro-
cess a log every 4.5 seconds. 
-In 1995, Ed would average 20,000 
board feet per day; today, Travis and 
Tony average over 300,000 board feet 
daily. 
-Currently, T&T Quality Cutting is the 
second largest sawmill in the state of 
Wisconsin, sawing over 50 million 
board feet annually, which is enough 
lumber to make a walkway 1 foot wide 
from Spencer to Honolulu and back 
again. 
 

We will also 
host The Heart 

of Rock’n’Roll - a tribute to Huey Lewis 
and the News - Thursday, March 19 at 
7pm and the Arts Adventure kids will 
enjoy a fully staged production of Alice & 
Wonderland by the Barter Players Wed., 
March 18. 

Thank you all for your wonderful help in 
the first half of our season. Please consid-
er buying some tickets, showing some 
support or even volunteering here at the 
Tack! -Daniel Worsham 

 TACK from page 5 

Pictured in the photo from left to right: Vickie Parker, Travis Wolf, Den-
nis Gonnering, Tony Wolf, Jerry Schmitz, Jesse Johnson and Pete Hoff. 

Photo by Nicole Hoff. Text by 
Nicole and Jesse Johnson. 



February 2026 ISSUE  

 

 

 

Page 7 

My business associate and Lion’s member Carrie Neitzel had this to 
say about the 50th Annual Spencer Lions Scotch Doubles Bowling 
Fundraiser. “We have openings for March 14th for all shifts (Noon, 
3pm and 6pm). March 7th is pretty much filled.”…...Thanks Carrie! 

O ur favorite Cowboy just complet-
ed his third season with Dallas. It 

was another good one as Hunter played 
in all 17 games. He’s played in 51 or a 
possible 52 games in his career thus far, 

testimony to his grit and toughness. As previously reported, 
he was a bit day to day a month or so ago while nursing a 
hip flexor, according to his dad Jon who described it as 
“thankfully, nothing too serious.” All I know about a hip 
flexor is that I can spell it. And now he has time to rest as 
the Cowboys missed the playoffs with a record of 7-9-1. 
     Hunter had 16 carries for 71 yards and a 4.4 yd. average. 
His longest run was 9 yards and he garnered 6 first downs. 
His 13 receptions came on 15 targets for 109 yards and an 
8.4 average and one touchdown, a long oy 15 yards, 6 first 
downs and 119 YAC (Yards after catch). He also had 5 solo 
tackles and 10 assists for a total of 15 as a core special teams 
player. Hunter excelled on an offense that was near the top 
of the NFL. Unfortunately for him and the rest of the Cow-
boys, their defense was sub-par. 
     On a personal note, Hunter and 
his wife Sadie Luepke nee Mercier 
welcomed a new little cowgirl to 
their team to pair with her older sis-
ter. Congratulations to those Spencer 
Grads and their kids too! 
     Almost forgot. I’ll be putting the 
Luepke Lookout on its annual hiatus 
again until July or August. Rest up 
Hunter and we’ll look forward to the 
fall again. Rest up. HAHA. Forgot 
again; you got two little girls. Instead 
I say good luck to all the Luepkes 
there.  
     Freezing our collective butts off up here in the north but 
very proud of our favorite Cowboy! 

From the Editor The LUEPKE LOOK-OUT 

A  little bit of WISCO sports this month. 2/3 of this is going to 
suck but I figure it’s my duty to give you the good with the 

bad. I often sing the praises of our state teams. I wish I could now. 
Here goes. 

“The definition of insanity is—doing the same thing over and over again expecting a different result.” Here is another way to 
say the same thing: If you always do what you’ve  always done—you always get what you’ve always got. That pretty much sums up 
the 2025-26 Green Bay Packers. Yes, they were hurt. Lost their top defender Micah Parsons and a top five defender in Davonte Wy-
att. Their top receiver TE Tucker Kraft missed most of the season with injury Two top WR ‘s Watson and Reed missed significant 
time. The OL never jelled as the running game faltered. They lost a 1970’s-like 5 consecutive games to end the season before hand-
ing their head coach a gift extension and raise. I normally do not criticize the coach. I did it myself for 32 years. Perhaps the afore-
mentioned definition of insanity comes into play here. They seemingly have the players. Do they have the guidance and leadership? 

     Conversely, the Milwaukee Brewers do the same thing over and over too but it works for them as they are the envy of all small 
market teams in  MLB. Their 2025 season was one for the story books, winning 97 regular season games on a few different double- 
digit winning streaks. Their pitching and defense was dominant, power a bit streaky and they stole things (bases mostly) like a sea-
soned burglar, beating the dreaded Cubs before being steamrolled by the eventual champion and major league leader in spending 
Dodgers. Their farm system is stacked and they just pulled another heist trading away rental Freddy Peralta and another pitcher to 
the Mets for two of their top prospects that are both controllable contractually for up to six years. It is a formula that they’ve used 
in the past dealing ace hurlers Hader, Burnes and Williams for prospects they’ve done their homework on and 

who become reliable major leaguers.  
     The Bucks (as my older brother Jeff often says about failing franchises) are unwatchable. I hate it when he’s right...lol. 
Nothing I hate more than a fair weather fan but sadly that’s what I’ve become. I’m a basketball coach through and through  
but I have no idea what they’re doing and apparently neither do they. No reason to beat a dead horse. Thanks for follow-
ing….the editor. 

https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/teams/DAL/dallas-cowboys/
https://slc.cbssports.com/clickout/visitDirectLink?st=cbs&op=draftkings&type=sport&d=https%3A%2F%2Fsportsbook.draftkings.com%2Fgateway%3Fs%3D113369452%26wpcid%3D426190%26wpsrc%3D3100%26wpcn%3DOSB_BetNCO%26wpscn%3DCBS%26wpcrn%3DWeb%26wpscid%3DSportsNew1%2
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  3  Legion 7pm Village Hall  4 5 Woman’s Club 6:30pm 

Village Hall..  

 6 7  

8 SUPER BOWL 

Levi’s Stadium, Santa 

Clara, CA. 5:30pm on 

NBC.  

9  Village Board Meeting 

6:30pm Village Hall 

10   11 12 Lions 6:30pm Nutz. 4H 

7pm Village Hall.  

13 14 

15  16 .  17  18 Ash Wednesday 

School Board Meeting 

6:30 pm @ MS Conf. Rm.. 

#20 

19  20  21  

22  23  24 St. Johns COME meal  

Dine In 5-6pm 
25  26  27 28  

     .          

Spencer  

     Churches 

Village Voice of Spencer 
500 S. Jefferson Str. 
Spencer, WI 54479 
villagevoiceofspencer@hotmail.com 
Phone:  715-207-5322 
Steve Pilz, Editor 

Printed publications of the Village Voice of Spencer are available at  Spencer 
Village Hall & Library,  R+R Flooring and Furniture, Kwik Trip,  Nutz Deep 
II, Citizens State Bank, Partners Bank, Ponderosa,  A+W, Cut Loose, Spencer 
Post Office and The Village Market. (Spencer Village Hall Phone: 715-659-
5423) 

                KINGS FOOD PANTRY located at Christ The King Catholic Church ~ Wendel Street 
                                        OPEN MONDAYS  from 11am-3pm, excluding holidays 
                  Please use southwest entrance, located in basement. All those in need are welcome 

 

FAITH JOURNEY 
108 Burnett Str. 
715-659-5551 
office@faith-journey.church 
9:00am Bible Study 
10am Sunday Worship 
3:45-5:30pm Wednesday for 
Children ages 4 and over. 

LUTHERAN 
St. John’s Church (LCMC) 
Pastor Ritchie Cole 
sjlcoffice13@gmail.com 
210167State Hwy. 13 
715-659-5158 
Handicap Accessible 
Sunday Worship 9am and 
6:30pm. Monday worship 
6:30pm.  
11am St. John’s-Riplinger 

Trinity Lutheran (LCMS) 
109 W. Clark Str. 
715-659-4006 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 
Sunday School 9:15am 
Lenten Service Wed. 6:30pm   
 

CATHOLIC 
Christ the King 
Father Nathan 
306 S. LaSalle Str. 
715-659-4480 
4pm Sat. Evening Mass 
8&10am Sunday Mass 
www.ctkspencer.net 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Church of Christ 
211571 State Hwy.13 
715-659-4796 
9am Sunday Bible Study 
10am Sunday Worship 
7pm Wed. Bible Study 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Cross Fire Church 
212 S. Pacific Str. 
715-470-4807 
info@crossfirespencer.org 
10am -Sunday worship  
9:30 am-Children’s Ministry 
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Note: For updated information on school 
events and activities see the web site at 
www.spencer.k12.wi.us 

For all 
Church  
times, see    
page 8 


