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CHAPTER 3. LICENSING AND REGULATIONS 

 

Section 300 - Animals 

 

300.01  Definitions.  As used in this Section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following 

words shall be defined to mean: 

 

Subd. l Animal.  “Animal” shall mean any mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird (including all 

fowl and poultry) or other member commonly accepted as a part of the animal kingdom. Animals 

shall be classified as follows: 

 

A. Domestic. “Domestic animals” shall mean those animals commonly accepted as 

domesticated household pets. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include dogs, cats, 

caged birds, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, domesticated rabbits, fish, non-poisonous, 

non-venomous and non-constricting reptiles or amphibians, and other similar animals. 

 

B. Non-Domestic. “Non-Domestic animals” shall mean those animals commonly considered 

to be naturally wild and not naturally trained or domesticated, or which are commonly 

considered to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of people. Unless 

otherwise defined, such animals shall include: 
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(1) Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including lions, tigers, cougars, 

bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but excluding commonly accepted domesticated house 

cats. 

 

(2) Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family canidae) including wolves, 

foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and jackals, but excluding commonly accepted domesticated 

dogs. 

 

(3) Any crossbreeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog, unless the 

crossbreed is commonly accepted as a domesticated house pet. 

 

(4) Any member or relative of the rodent family including any skunk (whether or not 

descented), raccoon, squirrel, or ferret, but excluding thosemembers otherwise defined or 

commonly accepted as domesticated pets. 

 

(5) Any poisonous, venomous, constricting, or inherently dangerous member of the 

reptile or amphibian families including rattlesnakes, boa constrictors, pit vipers, 

crocodiles and alligators. 

 

(6) Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above but which can be reasonably 

defined by the terms of this subpart, including but not limited to bears, deer, monkeys and 

game fish. 
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C. Farm. “Farm animals” shall mean those animals commonly associated with a farm or 

performing work in an agricultural setting. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall 

include members of the equestrian family (horses, mules), bovine family (cows, bulls), sheep, 

poultry (chickens, turkeys), fowl (duck, geese), swine (including Vietnamese potbellied pigs), 

goats, bees, and other animals associated with a farm, ranch, or stables. 

 

Subd. 2 Cat.  “Cat” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the felidae species 

commonly accepted as domesticated household pets. 

 

Subd. 3 Dog.  “Dog” shall be intended to mean both the male and female of the canine species, 

commonly accepted as domesticated household pets, and other domesticated animals of a dog 

kind. 

 

Subd. 4 Dangerous Dog and Potentially Dangerous Dog.  The terms “Dangerous Dog” and 

“Potentially Dangerous Dog” shall mean any dog which has been found to be dangerous of 

potentially dangerous pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 347.50 - 347.55, as amended. 

 

Subd. 5 Owner.  “Owner” shall be intended to mean any person or persons, firm, association or 

corporation owning, keeping, harboring, feeding or acting as custodian of an animal. 

 

Subd. 6 At Large.  “At Large” shall be intended to mean off the premises of the owner and not 

under the custody and control of the owner or other person, either by leash, cord, chain, or 

otherwise restrained or confined. 
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Subd. 7 Release Permit.  “Release Permit” shall mean a permit issued by the City of New 

Richland for the release of any animal that has been taken to the pound. A release permit may be 

obtained upon payment of a fee in accordance with that regular license requirement and payment 

of a release fee and any maintenance costs incurred. The release fee shall be set by city code § 240.  

For the purpose of a release permit, any change in the registered ownership of an animal 

subsequent to its impoundment and release shall reset that animal’s impoundment count to the 

beginning of the fee scale. 

 

300.02  Dogs and Cats. 

 

Subd. 1 Running at Large Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, harbors, 

or keeps a dog or cat, or the parents or the guardians of any such person under 18 years of age, to 

allow such dog or cat to run at large within the city limits or St. Olaf Lake Park. Dogs or cats on a 

leash and accompanied by a responsible person or accompanied by and under the control and 

direction of a responsible person so as to be effectively restrained by command as by leash, shall 

be permitted in streets or on public land except as otherwise provided in this section or unless the 

city has posted an area with signs reading “Dogs and/or Cats Prohibited”. It shall not be a defense 

to a violation of this section that the offending dog escaped or was otherwise at large without the 

permission of the owner. 
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Subd. 2 License Required. 

 

A. Registration. The owner of any dog or cat shall register the dog or cat with the City at 

the time the dog or cat is brought into the City. The registration shall be in writing on a form 

prescribed and furnished by the City to the owner and the form shall state the name, sex, 

breed, age, color, and marking of the dog or cat being registered, and the name and address of 

the owner of the dog or cat and certify all required vaccinations will be kept current. The 

registration shall be valid for the life of the pet from the date a license is issued. 

 

B. Upon the filing of the registration form with the City and the payment of the registration 

fee set by the City Council in § 240 per dog or cat being registered, to the City by the dog’s or 

cat’s owner the City shall assign a serial number to the registration form and note the number 

on the form. The City shall then issue to the owner a metal tag for each dog or cat registered. 

The metal tag shall bear the same serial number assigned to and noted on the registration 

form. The owner shall cause the tag to be securely fastened to a collar which shall at all times 

be worn by any registered dog or cat when off the owner’s premises. 

 

C. In case any dog or cat tag is lost, a substitute tag may be issued by the City upon 

presentation of a receipt showing payment of the license fee for the current year. A 

replacement fee set in § 240 shall be made for each substitute tag. 
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D. It shall be unlawful to counterfeit or attempt to counterfeit the tags provided for in this 

Section or take from any dog or cat a tag legally placed upon it by its owner with the intent to 

place it upon another dog or cat, or to place the tag upon another dog or cat. 

 

E. Dog or cat tags shall not be transferable and no refunds shall be made on any dog or cat 

license fee because of leaving the City or death of the dog or cat before the expiration of the 

license period. 

 

F. The licensing provisions of this Subdivision shall not apply to dogs or cats whose owners 

are non-residents temporarily within the City, nor to dogs or cats brought into the City for the 

purpose of participating in any licensed exhibition, nor shall this provision apply to service 

animals properly trained to assist physically challenged persons. 

 

G. The funds received by the City from all dog or cat licenses and metallic tags fees shall 

first be used to defray any costs incidental to the enforcement of this Section; including, but 

not restricted to, the costs of licenses, metallic tags, and impounding and maintenance of the 

dogs or cats. 

 

Subd. 3 Limit on the Number of Dogs or Cats Kept.  No household shall own, keep, harbor or 

allow the keeping of more than two adult dogs or five adult cats or five animals that consist of a 

combination of cats and dogs with a two-dog maximum. For the purposes of this Section, an adult 

dog shall be any dog older than six months of age. 
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Subd. 4 Dangerous and Potentially Dangerous Dogs.  No person shall keep any dangerous or 

potentially  dangerous  dog  without  registering  the  dog  with  the  City  pursuant  to  

Minn. Stat. § 347.51, as amended. No person shall keep any dangerous dog or potentially 

dangerous dog unless such  dog  is  properly  confined or muzzled, and otherwise provided for 

pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 347.50-347.55. as amended. 

 

Subd. 5 Vaccination. 

 

A. All dogs and cats kept harbored, maintained, or transported within the City shall be 

vaccinated at least once every three years by a licensed veterinarian for: 

 

1. Rabies - with a currently effective vaccine; and 

 

2. Distemper. 

 

B. A certificate of vaccination must be kept on which is stated the date of vaccination, 

owner’s name and address, the animal’s name (if applicable), sex, description and weight, the 

type of vaccine, and the veterinarian’s signature. Upon demand made by the Clerk-Treasurer 

or a police officer, the owner shall present for examination the required certificate(s) of 

vaccination for their animal(s). In cases where certificates are not presented, the owner or 

keeper of the animal(s) shall have seven days in which to present the certificate(s) to the 

enforcement officer. Failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of this Section. 
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Subd. 6 Cats.  Cats shall be included as controlled by this sub-section insofar as running-atlarge, 

pickup, impounding, boarding, licensing and proof of anti-rabies vaccine is concerned. All other 

provisions of this Section shall also apply to cats unless otherwise provided. 

 

Subd. 7 Penalty.  Violation of this sub-section is a petty misdemeanor and may be subject to 

administrative penalty. 

(Am. Ord. 14-02, passed 10-27-14) 

 

300.03  Non-Domestic Animals.  It shall be illegal for any person to own, possess, harbor, or offer 

for sale, any non-domestic animal within the City limits. Any owner of such an animal at the time of 

adoption of this Code shall have thirty (30) days in which to remove the animal from the City after 

which time the City may impound the animal as provided for in this Section. An exception shall be 

made to this prohibition for animals specifically trained for and actually providing assistance to the 

handicapped or disabled, and for those animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, 

veterinarian clinic, scientific research laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition. 

 

300.04  Farm Animals.  Farm animals shall only be kept in an agricultural district of the City, or on 

a residential lot of at least ten (10) acres in size provided that no animal shelter shall be within three 

hundred (300) feet of an adjoining piece of property.  An exception shall be made to this subsection 

for those animals brought into the City as part of an operating zoo, veterinarian clinic, scientific 

research  laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition.  
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300.05  Nuisances. 

 

Subd. 1 Habitual Barking, etc.  It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor an animal 

which habitually barks, cries, howls or otherwise makes audible noises. Habitual barking, crying, 

howling and other noise making shall be defined as barking, crying, howling, or other noise 

making for repeated intervals of at least five minutes with less than one minute of interruption. 

Such barking, crying, howling, or other noise making must also be audible off of the owner’s or 

caretaker’s premises. 

 

 Subd. 2 Sanitation. 

(A) Any person who owns, keeps or harbors a dog or cat shall have the responsibility for keeping 

their property clean of all fecal matter created by the animal. All animal waste shall be removed 

periodically so as to keep the surrounding area free from obnoxious odors. For the purpose of this 

section, "periodically" shall be defined as a period of time not to exceed one week. 

(B) It is unlawful for any person who owns, keeps or harbors a dog or cat to cause or permit the 

dog or cat to be on any property not owned or possessed by this person without having a device or 

equipment for immediately picking up and removing animal feces to a proper receptacle located 

upon property owned or possessed by such person. 

(C) It is unlawful for any person who is in control of any dog or cat, or who causes or permits any 

dog or cat to be on any property not owned or possessed by such person, to fail to remove feces 

left by such animal to a proper receptacle located on property owned or possessed by such person. 
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(D) This section does not apply to the ownership or use of Seeing Eye dogs by blind persons, dogs 

used in police activities by the city, or tracking dogs when used by or with the permission of the 

city. 

 

Subd. 3 Damage to Property.  It shall be unlawful for any owner to permit their dog or other 

animal to damage any lawn, garden, or other property. Any animal covered by this subdivision 

may be impounded as provided in this Section or a complaint may be issued by anyone aggrieved 

by a dog under this Section, against the owner of the animal for prosecution under this Section. 

 

Subd. 4 Biting Animals.  An animal may be declared a nuisance if it at any time has attacked or 

bitten a person off of the owner’s property; 

 

Subd. 5 Vicious or Attacking Animals.  An animal may be declared a nuisance if it is vicious or 

shows vicious habits, or molests pedestrians or bicyclists, or interferes with the driving of 

automobiles on public streets. 

 

Subd. 6 Prohibited Areas.  No animal other than guide animals shall be permitted on the City 

beach area, nor shall any animal be allowed to swim in the City beach area. No animal shall be 

allowed in any City park or picnic area except if restrained and attended to by an adult. No animal 

shall be permitted in the municipal bath house. 
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Subd. 7 Other.  Any animals kept contrary to this Section are hereby declared a public nuisance 

and may be abated according to the law. 

(Am. Ord. 15-04, passed 7-27-15) 

 

300.06  Animals Presenting a Danger to Health and Safety of City. 

If, in the reasonable belief of any person or police officer an animal presents an immediate danger to 

the health and safety of any person, the officer may take whatever means the officer deems appropriate 

to protect the person. The person or officer may apprehend the animal and deliver it to the pound for 

confinement. In such a case, the owner or keeper of the animal shall be liable for the cost of 

maintenance provided, and if the animal is destroyed, the owner is responsible for all associated costs. 

If the animal is found not to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, it may be released to the 

owner or keeper in accordance with this Section. The animal may be released to other persons in 

accordance with this Section. 
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300.07  Diseased Animals 

 

Subd. l Running at Large.  No person shall keep or allow to be kept on his or her premises, or 

on premises occupied by them, nor permit to run at large in the City, any animal which is diseased 

so as to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, even though the animal be properly 

licensed under this Section. 

 

Subd. 2 Confinement.  Any animal reasonably suspected of being diseased and presenting a 

threat to the health and safety of the public, may be apprehended and confined in the pound by any 

person or police officer. The police officer shall have a qualified veterinarian examine the animal. 

If the animal is found to be diseased in such a manner so as to be a danger to the health and safety 

of the City, the officer shall authorize the pound to take all appropriate action to protect the public 

and other animals. The owner or keeper of the animal shall be liable for the cost of maintaining 

and disposing of the animal, plus the costs of any veterinarian examinations. 

 

Subd. 3 Release.  If the animal, upon examination, is not found to be diseased within the meaning 

of this Section, then the animal shall be released to the owner or keeper free of charge. 

 

Subd. 4 Immediate Destruction.  If an animal is rabid or otherwise diseased, vicious or 

dangerous, or otherwise poses an imminent threat to the health, safety and welfare of the public, 

and such animal cannot be impounded after reasonable effort or without serious risk to the 

impounder or others, such animal may be immediately killed by law enforcement officers. 
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300.08  Basic Care.  All animals shall receive from their owners or keepers a kind treatment, housing 

in the winter, and sufficient food and water for their comfort. Any person not treating their pet in such a 

humane manner will be subject to the penalties provided in this Section. 

 

300.09  Enforcement.  The Police Department will be responsible for enforcement of the provisions 

of this Section. 

 

300.10  Pound.  The Council shall designate an official pound to which animals found in violation of 

this chapter shall be taken for safe treatment, and if necessary, for destruction. 

 

300.11  Impounding. 

 

Subd. 1 Running at Large.  Any police officer may impound any dog found unlicensed or any 

animal found running at large or any animal claimed to be at large by the occupant of the premises 

upon which the animal is found and shall give notice of the impounding to the owner of such dog 

or other animal, if known. In case the owner is unknown, the officer shall post notice at the City 

office that if the dog or other animal is not claimed within five regular business days of the posting 

of the notice, it will be sold or otherwise disposed of. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, 

it shall be unlawful to kill, destroy, or otherwise cause injury to any animal, including dogs and 

cats running at large. 

 

Subd. 2 Biting Animals.  Any animal that has not been inoculated by a currently effective rabies 
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vaccine and which has bitten any person, wherein the skin has been punctured or the services of a 

doctor are required, shall be confined in the City Pound for a period of not less than ten days, at the 

expense of the owner. The animal may be released at the end of such time if healthy and free from 

symptoms of rabies, and by the payment of all costs by the owner. However, if the owner of the 

animal shall elect immediately upon receipt of notice of need for such confinement by the officer 

to voluntarily and immediately confine the animal for the required period of time in a veterinary 

hospital of the owner’s choosing, not outside of Waseca County, and provide immediate proof of 

such confinement in such manner as may be required, the owner may do so. If, however, the 

animal has been inoculated with a currently effective rabies vaccine and the owner has proof of the 

vaccination by a certificate from a licensed veterinarian, the owner may confine the dog or other 

animal to the owner’s property. 

 

Subd. 3 Reclaiming.  All animals conveyed to the pound shall be kept, with kind treatment and 

sufficient food and water for their comfort, at least five regular business days, unless sooner 

reclaimed by their owners or keepers as provided by this Section. In case the owner or keeper shall 

desire to reclaim the animal from the pound, the following shall be required, unless otherwise 

provided for in this code: 

 

A. Payment of the Release fee and receipt of a release permit from the City; 

 

B. Payment of maintenance costs, as provided by the pound, per day or any part of day while 

animal is in said pound; and 
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C. If a dog or cat is unlicensed, payment of a regular license fee and valid certificate of 

vaccination for rabies and distemper shots is required. 

 

Subd. 4 Unclaimed Animals.  At the expiration of five regular business days from the time any 

animal is impounded, if the animal has not been reclaimed in accordance with the provisions of 

this Section, the officer appointed to enforce this Section may let any person claim the animal by 

complying with all provisions in this Section, or the officer may sell the animal to the University 

of Minnesota, or direct the pound to dispose of the animal in a humane manner. Any monies 

collected under this Section shall be payable to the City of New Richland. 

 

300.12  Interference with Officers.  No person shall in any manner molest, hinder, or interfere with 

any person authorized by the Council to capture dogs, cats or other animals and convey them to the 

pound while engaged in such cooperation. Nor shall any unauthorized person break open the pound, or 

attempt to do so, or take or attempt to take from any agent any animal taken up by him or her in 

compliance with this Section, or in any other manner to interfere with or hinder such officer in the 

discharge of his or her duties under this Section. 

 

300.13  Violations and Penalties. 

 

Subd. 1 Separate Offenses.  Each day a violation of Section 300 is committed or permitted to 

continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as such under this Section. 
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Subd. 2 Misdemeanor.  Except as otherwise noted, violation of Section 300 shall constitute a 

misdemeanor and may also be subject to administrative penalty. 

(Am. Ord. 11-01, passed 4-11-11) 

 

Section 310 - Exhibitions 

 

310.01  License Required.  It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to exhibit any 

show-theatrical or any other performance whatever for which pay or compensation of any kind shall be 

required, demanded or received; including caravans, circuses, concerts, slight of hand performances 

and ventriloquists or any other performance under whatsoever cause for which pay is received, without 

having first having obtained a license therefor as by this Section provided. 

 

310.02  Application.  It shall be the duties of the City Clerk-Treasurer to issue a license to any 

person or persons applying for the same for any of the purposes above mentioned upon the payment of 

the person or persons for the license to the Clerk-Treasurer of the City the sum of not less than one (1) 

dollar and not more than fifteen dollars for each exhibition or performance at the discretion of the City 

Council. 

 

310.03  Violation.  Violation of this Section 310 shall constitute a petty misdemeanor. 
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Section 330 - Peddlers, Solicitors, and Transient Merchants 

 

330.01  Nuisance.  The practice of going in and upon private residences in the City by solicitors, 

peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient venders of merchandise, not having been requested 

or invited so to do by the owner or owners, occupant of the private residence, for the purpose of 

soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares, and merchandise, and for the purpose of disposing of 

and/or peddling or hawking the same, shall be hereby declared to be a nuisance. 

 

330.02  License.  Persons or organizations wishing to solicit or sell goods, wares or merchandise 

within the City and not violate this Section must first contact the Police Department for a permit to 

solicit. Upon being contacted, the Police Department shall investigate the applicant and shall either 

allow or reject the application in writing, within 72 hours ofthe application, Saturdays, Sundays and 

Holidays excluded. After 72 hours as stated above, if the City has not rejected the application in 

writing, the applicant may deem the application as allowed. 

 

330.03  Green River Notice.  No peddler, solicitor or transient merchant, unless invited to do so by 

the property owner or tenant, shall enter the property of another for the purpose of conducting business 

as a peddler, solicitor or transient merchant when the property is marked with a sign or placard at least 

four inches long and four inches wide with print of at least 48 point in size stating “No Peddlers, 

Solicitors or Transient Merchants,” or “Peddlers, Solicitors or transient Merchants Prohibited,” or other 

comparable statement. No person other than the property owner or tenant shall remove, deface or 

otherwise tamper with any sign or placard under this section. 
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300.04  Definitions.  For purposes of this Section, the term peddler shall mean any person with no 

fixed place of business who goes from house to house carrying or transporting goods, wares or 

merchandise and offering the goods, wares or merchandise for sale, or making sales and deliveries to 

purchaserers of these goods, wares or merchandise. For purposes of this Section, the term solicitor shall 

mean any person who goes from house to house soliciting or taking or attempting to take orders for 

either the purchase of any goods, wares or merchandise for delivery in the future, or services to be 

performed then or in the future. 

 

330.05  Violation of this Section 330 shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

 

Section 340 - Building Movers 

 

340.01  License Required.  No person except a licensed house-mover shall remove any building 

within the corporate limits of the City; and every person shall annually, before engaging in such 

occupation, obtain a license therefor from the City Recorder. The Clerk-Treasurer shall, when the 

necessities of the case seem to require it, grant the permit under the conditions and restrictions (to be 

set forth in the permit) as shall in his or her judgment prevent needless inconveniences to the public. 

The permit shall be in writing and may be revoked by the City, but while in force shall protect the 

property from seizure and the person or persons to whom the permit is issued from the penalties of this 

Section so long as the person shall rigidly observe the conditions and restrictions of this Section. 

 

340.02 Bond.  No license shall be granted until the party applying therefor shall have given a bond 
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in the sum of five hundred dollars, with good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by the City 

Council, conditioned among other things; that the party will pay any and all damages which may be 

caused to any property, either public or private within the City whether the damage shall be inflicted by 

the party or his or her agents, or employees, or workers; and conditioned also that the party shall 

defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City against all liabilities, judgments, costs, and expenses 

which may in any way, accrue against City in consequence of the granting of the permit or license, and 

shall in all things strictly comply with the conditions of the permit. Upon the execution of the bond and 

its acceptance by the City, Council of the City, a license shall issue. 

 

340.03  Conditions. 

 

Subd. l Blocking Streets.  In the removal or moving of buildings, no building shall be allowed to 

stand on any crossing or on Main Street, between Langdon and Martin Streets, longer than 

twenty-four hours. 

 

Subd. 2 Damages.  Nor shall any person so removing any building, whether under the license, 

permit, or otherwise, or any person in any way engaged in the removal, remove, destroy, cut, 

deface, break, or in any way injure any sidewalk, catch basin, curbstone pavement, crosswalk, tree, 

fence, post, telegraph, telephone, or electric wire or pole or other thing, whether belonging to the 

City or to any property owner in or upon, any street or anything adjacent to any street across or 

through which the building is being removed. 
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340.04 Violations.  Violation of this Section 340 shall constitute a misdemeanor. 

 

Section 350 - Rental Housing 

 

350.01  Definitions.  

 

1. Rental housing unit - when used in this Section shall mean any building or structure, or 

portion thereof, which is designed, built, remodeled, rented, leased, or let or hired out to be 

occupied, or which is occupied as a home or residence of a person or persons other than the owner 

or purchaser of record. The term shall include sleeping rooms in such structures but shall not 

include licensed motel or hotel rooms customarily rented on a daily basis. The term shall not 

include nursing home facilities or care center facilities that are regularly licensed and inspected by 

state health agencies; nor shall it include any facilities owned or managed under the auspices and 

direction or control of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, nor shall it 

include any unit occupied by an immediate family member. 

 

2. Immediate Family Member - For the purposes of this section immediate family member 

shall mean parent, stepparent, child, stepchild, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, 

nephew or niece. This relationship may be either by blood or by marriage. 

(Am. Ord. 15-02, passed 3-23-15) 
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350.02  Inspector.  The City shall appoint a person to be the housing inspector for the City, who shall 

have as part of his/her duties, the inspection and reporting on rental units as required by this Section. 

 

350.03  License.  It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct or operate or cause to be operated 

either as owner, lessee, agent or in any other capacity within the City, any rental housing as defined in 

this Section without having first obtained a license or temporary certificate to do so as provided in this 

Section. 

 

350.04  Application.  The owner of each rental housing unit shall make written application to the 

City Clerk-Treasurer for a license on a form to be supplied by the City and containing such information 

as necessary to administer and enforce the provisions of this Section and the minimum standards of the 

Uniform Housing Code. 

 

The legal owner of record of such rental housing unit, including any contract purchaser thereof shall 

make written application to the City Clerk-Treasurer for a license as provided in this Section prior to 

any initial occupancy, and prior to license renewal. Every applicant for a license shall assist the City in 

making an inspection of all portions of the building, including the notification to building occupants of 

the time of the inspection and requesting their cooperation during the course of the inspection. 

 

350.05  Issuance of Temporary Certificate.  Upon receipt of a completed application for a license, 

the payment of necessary fees as set forth in this Section the City Clerk-Treasurer shall issue a 

Temporary Certificate indicating that a license has been duly applied for and that such license shall be 

issued or  
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denied after the building has been inspected for compliance with the minimal provisions of the 

Uniform Housing Code, including those set forth in the minimum standards for rental housing in New 

Richland which are incorporated into and made a part of this Section by reference. The Temporary 

Certificate as issued shall authorize continued occupancy, without penalty, of such dwelling units in 

actual existence and use on the effective date of this Section, pending the issuance or denial of the 

applied for license. No structure intended for use as a rental housing unit shall be occupied for human 

habitation without the license or temporary certificate described in this Section. 

 

350.06  Issuance of License.  If upon completion of the inspection of the building and habitable 

portions thereof, it is found that the minimum requirements of the Uniform Housing Code have been 

met, a license shall be issued. Unless there has been a change in ownership, no inspection shall be 

required nor inspection fee charged for three years after the issuance of a license unless a complaint of 

a violation has been made or the housing inspector finds deficiencies When ownership changes, a 

transfer of the license under § 350.08 is required. 

 

If the housing inspector finds Code deficiencies, either at the time of license application or when a 

complaint of a violation has been made, he or she shall list the deficiencies, note necessary corrections, 

and give these findings to the building owner and all occupants with a notice to correct the deficiencies 

within a reasonable period of time, however, not to exceed ninety (90) days from issuance of the notice 

described above. If, upon reinspection, the housing inspector fords that the requirements of the Code 

have still not been met, a written denial specifying the defects shall be transmitted to the applicant. 

When a license has been denied, expired, suspended, or revoked as provided in this Section, no further 

rental  
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and occupancy of dwelling units then vacant or which may become vacant shall be permitted until a 

license has been issued. Units occupied that are not licensed, based on the license being either expired, 

revoked, or suspended or denied shall be vacated by the occupants, within 30 days of the receipt by the 

occupant of notice of the expiration, suspension, revocation, or denial of the license. 

 

The units within a structure which are in compliance with the Uniform Housing Code minimal 

requirements may continue on condition that units in other portions of the structure in non-compliance 

do not create an immediate hazard to the health and safety to the persons in the occupied units. The 

extended occupancy may continue until final denial of the license and noncompliance is acted upon by 

the City Council. 

 

The housing inspector for the city shall make an inspection of a licensee’s rental units once every three 

years, unless there has been a complaint of a violation and the housing inspector has found Code 

deficiencies. Within one year after the code deficiencies have been corrected, there shall be an 

inspection and if no deficiencies are found, no other inspection shall be made nor inspection fees 

charged until three years from the date of the inspection, unless a complaint is made or the ownership 

of the property has changed. Before a transfer of a license under º 350.08 shall occur, there shall be an 

inspection and any deficiencies shall be corrected as provided in this subsection. 

 

350.07  Expiration.  All licenses issued under this section shall be for a period of one year. The 

license period shall begin on April 1 and shall expire on March 31. A temporary certificate may be 

issued for a period of up to 12 months from the date of its issue, or until a proper license has been 

applied for and approved or denied. 

 

2015 S-7 3 - 22 



City of New Richland   Chapter 3 Licensing and Regulations 

 

350.08  Transfer.  No license nor any temporary certificate, issued under this Section shall be 

transferrable except by application to the City Clerk-Treasurer and a report and recommendation of 

transfer by the City housing inspector. No refunds shall be made for unused periods on any license. 

 

350.09  Suspension and Revocation.  A license or temporary certificate once issued or reissued may 

be suspended upon a finding by the housing inspector that one or more of the requirements of this 

Section has been violated. Upon failure of the licensee to comply with a notice of violation, the license 

may be revoked by the City Council on recommendation of the housing inspector. 

 

Suspended licenses may be revalidated upon meeting the requirements of this Section with payment of 

50% of the applicable license and inspection fee. Issuance of a new license after revocation shall be 

subject to a payment of the full amount of applicable license and inspection fees. 

 

350.10  Display.  Licenses or temporary certificates issued under this Section shall be displayed on 

the premises of the structure wherever feasible and produced on demand by any tenant or prospective 

tenant, and shall be available at reasonable times for inspection by the housing inspector, or any law 

enforcement officer. 

 

350.11  Fees.  At the time of application the City Clerk-Treasurer shall collect the appropriate license 

and inspection fee in accordance with the following schedule: 

 

 Annual License Fee: $25.00 One Building ;  

      $20.00 Additional Buildings (owned by same landlord) 
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 Inspection Fee:  $50.00 1st Inspection (each for 1 - 4 units) 

      $25.00 1st Inspection (each for 5 or more units) 

      $25.00 All re-inspections (each) 

 

For license periods after August 1st to March 31 st, the license fee will be 50% of regular fee and 

all inspection fees will be as noted above.  (Am. Res. 03-22, passed 10-14-03) 

 

350.12  Terms.  It shall be unlawful for any lessor to rent a rental housing unit to a tenant in violation 

of this Section, whether such occupancy is for a tenancy at will or by written lease. 

 

To continue the license on any rental unit, it shall be the responsibility of the license holder to cause the 

unit occupants to conduct themselves in a manner as to not cause the premises to be disorderly. 

 

Upon determination that the licensed premises were used in a disorderly manner, the City 

ClerkTreasurer shall notify the license holder by mail of the violation and direct the license holder to 

take all necessary steps to prevent further violations. 

 

If a second instance of disorderly use of the premises occurs within 12 months of the previous 

determination, the license holder shall be notified of the second instance and shall also be required to 

submit a written response detailing the actions taken by the license holder to eliminate future disorderly 

use of the premises. This report shall be submitted to the City Clerk-Treasurer of the City, and 

conveyed to the City Council. 
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If a third instance of disorderly use of the premises occurs within 12 months of the first determination, 

the rental housing unit license or temporary certificate may be revoked or suspended by the City 

Council. No suspension or revocations shall be considered by the City Council without first giving the 

license holder notice of the meeting at which such action shall be considered and the license holder has 

an opportunity to respond. 

 

The suspension or revocation maybe for all units in a given building or complex of buildings. After 

suspension or revocation, the City Council may reissue the license or temporary certificate if 

substantial improvements are made to correct problems causing the suspension or revocation and the 

license holder pays to the City a reinstatement fee of $50.00. 

 

350.13  Violations.  Violation of this Section 350 shall be a petty misdemeanor. Second or 

subsequent violations of this Section 350 in a 5 year period shall be a misdemeanor. 
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