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Ben Yahr, ASLA, PLA 
Landscape Architect & 

Project Manager 

Pat O’Connor 
Landscape Designer 
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• Founded in 1996 

• SBE / WBE 

• 20 staff members 
• Landscape Architects 

• Landscape Designers  

• Green Infrastructure Designers 

• Restoration Ecologists 

• Field Ecologists / Field Crew 

• Hydrogeologist / Soil Scientist 

• Administrative Staff 

• Milwaukee-based,  
Great Lakes-focused 

• $1.75M annual revenue 

• Services: 
• Landscape Architecture  

• Contracting 

• Stewardship 

• Consulting 
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91st & 92nd Green Streets 
•City of Milwaukee Mayor’s Design 
Award, 2012 
 
Beerline Recreational Trail 
•Milwaukee Awards for 
Neighborhood Development 
Innovation (MANDI) - Brewers 
Community Foundation Public 
Space Award Finalist, 2012 
 
Café Corazon 
• Mayor’s Design Award, 2016 
 
Department of Veterans Affairs - 
Community Resource & Referral 
Center 
• Milwaukee Business Journal's Real 
Estate Awards, First Place Award for 
Best Neighborhood Impact  
• Daily Reporter Top Projects of 2014 
 
Maryland Avenue Montessori 
School 
•MMSD Green Luminary Award, 
2015 
 
 
 
 

McKinley Marina North Masterplan 
•WI ASLA Award of Merit, Un-Built 
Works Category, 2015 
 
Menomonee Valley Passage & 
Hank Aaron State Trail 
•MANDI, 2012 
•ASCE Engineering Achievement 
Award, 2011 
•The Daily Reporter Top Project of 
2010 
 
Menomonee Valley Industrial 
Center & Community Park 
•Sierra Club's "One of the 10 Best 
Developments in the Nation” 
•U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Region 5 Phoenix Award, 
2009, for excellence in brownfield 
development 
 
Mitchell Park Horticultural Domes 
Entryway Rainwater Harvesting 
System 
•MMSD Green Luminary Award, 
2015 
• BizTimes I.Q. Award for Innovation, 
2015 
 
 

Shorewood Residential Bluff 
Restoration 
•WI ASLA Award of Merit, Residential 
Category, 2015 
 
Tippecanoe Public Library 
• Mayor’s Design Award, 2016 
 
Three Bridges Park 
•The Daily Reporter Top Project of 
2013 
•ACEC 2014 Engineering Excellence 
Award 
•ACEC-WI 2014 Best of State 
Engineering Award  
•MANDI 2014 - Brewers Community 
Foundation Public Space Award  
•City of Milwaukee Mayor's Design 
Award, 2014 
•Public Policy Forum, Public Private 
Cooperation category, 2014 

Award-Winning Projects 
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PROCESS DIAGRAM 



Design Process 
Site Analysis – Existing Conditions 
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Opportunities & Constraints 



Design Process 

To
w

n 
of

 B
ou

ld
er

 J
un

ct
io

n 
• 

To
w

n 
Pl

az
a 

Design Charrette 
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Design Charrette 
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Building Consensus 



Design Process 

To
w

n 
of

 B
ou

ld
er

 J
un

ct
io

n 
• 

To
w

n 
Pl

az
a 

Framework Development 
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Concept Development 
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Project Funding 

• Over 10 years of experience 
• Assisted with dozens of grant applications 
• Technical writing, plans and renderings 
• Parks, trails, green infrastructure, habitat restoration, 

bluff stabilizations, floating islands, rain gardens 
• Helped secure over $1M in project funding  
• Team member Pete Hill has helped secure over $3M 

worth of project funding over his career 
• Funding agencies include: Fund for Lake Michigan, 

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, Milwaukee 
Metropolitan Sewerage District, EPA, SEWISC 



Design Process 

To
w

n 
of

 B
ou

ld
er

 J
un

ct
io

n 
• 

To
w

n 
Pl

az
a 

Final Design 



Design Process 
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Construction 



Project Understanding 
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Program Elements 
• Public restrooms 
• Information center 
• 4-season entertainment 

venue 
• Lawn areas, integrated 

land- and hardscaping 
• Artistic focal features 
• Warm weather water 

feature 
• Floodable ice skating area 
• Event signage 
• Public Wi-Fi 
• Bicycle Parking 

 
 

• Watering station for pets, 
bottles, and people 

• Permanent picnic/seating 
• Adaptable space for 

events 
• Tie-in to storm sewers 
• Dedicated well and septic 

systems 
• Maintain or enhance 

downtown parking 
• Maintain or enhance 

affected road/trail system 
• Have adequate power 
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CATEGORY 1 



Program Elements 
• May be thematic 
• Integrate and/or merge 

with Veterans Memorial 
Triangle 

• Game tables or venues 
• Fire pit or fireplace 
• Large freshwater aquarium 
• Convertible pavilion 
• Food and beverage event 

facilities 

• Unique art or sculpture 
• Child playground 
• “Contributors” wall space 
• Motorcycle parking 
• Increase or decrease 

elevation 
• Electric car charging 

stations 
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CATEGORY 2 



Design Examples 

Urban Plaza Town Plaza 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Design Examples 

Paved Surface Turf Surface 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Design Examples 

Concrete Paver Path Crushed Gravel Path 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Design Examples 

Tall Fountain Burbling Fountain 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Design Examples 

Formal Ice Skating Natural Ice Pond 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Design Examples 

Pavilion Shelter 
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PREMIUM MODERATE 



Concept Design 
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Concept Design 
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Concept Design 
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Structures 



Concept Design 
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Entertainment Area 



Concept Design 
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Cross Section 



Concept Design 
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Gathering Area 



Concept Design 
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Natural Water Feature 



Concept Design 
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Natural Water Feature 



Concept Design 
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Splash Pad 



Concept Design 
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Artistic Focal Area 



Concept Design 
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Adventure Playground 



Concept Design 
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Shaded Picnic Area 



Concept Design 
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Shaded Picnic Area 



Concept Design 
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Shaded Lawn Area 



Conclusion 
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CTH MK (MAIN ST) 

FOUR SEASON 
ENTERTAINMENT AREA 

FOUR SEASON 
PAVILION 

NATURAL WATER 
FEATURE 

SHADED LAWN 
AREA 

SHADED PICNIC 
AREA 

ADVENTURE  
PLAYGROUND 

SIGNAGE 

PRIMARY 
ENTRY 

SPLASH 
PAD 

ARTISTIC  
FOCAL FEATURE 



Thank You! 
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