
                                         MUD HEN LAKE REHABILITATION DISTRICT MEETING 

6/12/2021 

Meeting was called to order at the Daniels Town Hall on Saturday, 6/12/2021 at 10:00 am by Mike 
Huber with 43 members that signed the attendance sheet. 

I. Secretary’s report was read by Mary Sagstetter. Motion was made by Mike Huber to approve 
Secretary’s report.  Motion was seconded by Chuck Awe.  Motion carried. 

II. Treasurer’s report was read by Ryan Tjader.  Motion was made by Mike Huber to approve Treasurer’s 
report.  Motion was seconded by Chuck Awe.  Motion carried. 

Current balances:     Checking:  681.48 Savings: $12,260.62 Total of $ 12,942.10  See Quarterly 
Report included. 

III. New Business: 
 
    A. Meeting Protocol - Mike Huber shared that he spoke to Lara Carlson of the WTA in the last week 
and discussed items in relation to Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 33 specifically in relation to conducting 
our meetings. She confirmed that these meetings should be held according to Robert Rules as stated in 
the Mud Hen Lake Rehab District By Laws, where only the board members can make motions, second 
motions and vote to approve /disapprove items on the agenda. The district members are only allowed 
this pleasure at the Annual meeting. It explains all of this in Chapter 33. Rehab districts information and 
is contained in sections 33.28 through 33.35.  
  
    B. Annual Book Auditing – Mike asked for three volunteers to audit the Mudhen Lake books. The 
volunteers are Denise Fedie, Jerry Fedie and Wilhelmina Fischer. 
 
   C. Board Member Position Open – Mike shared that there will be a Board position open coming up at 
the August 14, 2021, meeting. If anyone is interested, a Letter of Intent to run needs to be submitted to 
Mary Sagstetter, Secretary by July 1, 2021. Mike also shared that when a new Board Member is elected, 
immediately after the meeting the Board convenes to confirm positions that each Board Member will 
hold going forward. 
 
IV. Old Business 
   A. Lake Update  

1. ILIDS Report – Report from website shared. Nothing remarkable. This report included in 
minutes and can be accessed at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sha
ring 

2. Lake Monitoring - Steve Hoffman shared that he was planning to take the lake monitoring 
readings this coming Monday. One secchi disk reading was taken and the clarity was at 13 feet. 
Mike Huber stated that he would also be taking readings and entering data on the online site (SWIMS). 
 
   B. Committee Reports: 

1. Aquatic Plant Management – status quo – report is good though 2023 
2. Purple Loosestrife - Dan Heintz stated that the date for eradication of the Purple Loosestrife 
from the lake is August 7, 2021, at 8 AM.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sharing


Meeting location is at Dan Heintz’s house - 9663 Mudhen Lake Dr.  A reminder email was requested to 
be sent out prior. Dan explained the procedure and has taken care to account for safety precautions. A 
reminder email will list items needed for the removal process. 

3. Lake Level Committee – Mike began by providing background information. The DNR required 
the property owner to take out any type of a dam structure that was put in either by beavers or 
humans. DNR has made it known that a permanent structure is not allowed in the outlet area without a 
permit. The Mudhen Lake Rehab District is continuing the process to figure out if we can get a structure 
put in to control the water. The Lake Level Committee, Mike Huber and a few other members attended 
a Zoom meeting last fall with the DNR. Mike commented that the Lake Level Committee did a nice job 
with survey work last year so we have documentation of where the community stands on their beliefs 
on the matter. At the meeting there were three steps stated by the DNR to move forward. 

1. Permission of the Landowner 
2. Understand the cost 
3. Consensuses of 65% of the Mudhen Lake Rehab District members is needed to move forward 

with a feasibility study and 100 % consensus is needed if the project is to begin. 
Mike shared that a Civil Engineering firm would need to be hired to study the lake. It would be a study of 
property owners home elevation and flowage and flooding easement would need to be signed. 
The cost could be substantial, and a lot of cooperation is needed to go forward. Mike asked the Lake 
Level Committee Chairperson - Deb Luzinski to report. 
 
Deb began by clarifying that the Lake Level Committee is comprised of representatives from the four 
sides of the lake. In order to effectively work and communicate as a committee the numbers of the 
committee members is held to small number. Deb assured the members that there is not bias against 
anyone who was not selected to be on the committee.  
Deb shared where the drainage problem exists is at the outlet and land on either side is owned by one 
landowner. She reported the Lake Level Committee prepared a letter that was presented to the Mudhen 
Lake Rehab District Board with a request to present the letter to the landowner. Deb stated that she has 
been in contact with an engineer from WSB in Minnesota Metro area and was provided – in theory – the 
cost of a feasibility study. Deb shared that the WSB suggested costs of $10,000 and a timeline of 
completion could be two months.  She also mentioned that 100% consensus is needed if the cost would 
be assessed to each landowner, yet it is possible that grants or other funding sources could be accessed 
to defray or absorb the costs. 
 
The floor was taken by Ted Fischer, Lake Level Committee Member. He shared the goal of the 
committee was to present options and potential solutions to restore the lake level. They met several 
times as a committee, conferred with DNR and surveyed lake owners and presented that information at 
the OCT 2020 Board meeting. The conclusion of the committee is that there should be a permanent 
structure at the outlet. Ted shared the following: 

• Costs are unknown. 
• Construction would require DNR permit.  
• Hiring an engineering firm is needed to perform a feasibility study, submit a proposal for costs 

and design.   
• The Board would be in control of the project and all the approvals needed to move forward.  
• The first essential step is to get authorization of the landowner.  
• Findings have been submitted to the Board, urging them to make a motion to obtain 

authorization.  
 



The floor was taken by Jerry Fedie, Lake Level Committee Member. He stated that we have to come 
together for what is best for the lake and the property owners, we may need to rethink the agreed upon 
lake level. He offered an opinion of a possible dam structure solutions for the lake. The goal is getting a 
structure that will maintain a consistent lake level throughout the year. 
 
Questions arose as to the potential timetables for completion. 
Concerns were shared about the dead fish on the shoreline, boats not being able to be launched and 
weed growth. 
Aquatic Management Plan was brought up as a resource that can be accessed for the feasibility study. 
 
The floor was given to Craig Duran, landowner of the area in question. He shared challenges of owning 
this land with this structure on it. He was contacted by the DNR who told him he had an illegal structure 
on it and to take out. He complied. Craig shared he wants more water in the lake too. He spoke with the 
DNR regarding this and shared his understanding, based on that discussion, of the steps that need to 
happen next. Conversation occurred regarding liability, and the previously stated recommended steps 
by the DNR for the landowner not aligning with what was heard at the Zoom meeting. Mike took the 
floor and offered it to Chuck Awe, Board Member, commented that until we have a study the landowner 
would not know what he was agreeing to. Mike recognized Tim Peterson, who suggested providing a 
letter of intent to be signed by both sides to agree to start talking about working towards the common 
goal. 
 
Mike shared a conversation that he had with Craig Duran regarding sitting down with the Mudhen Lake 
Rehab District Board and the Lake Level Committee to begin discussions. Mike opened the floor for 
comments. Deb Luzinski stated that the Lake Level Committee had crafted a letter and presented that to 
the entire Board. Deb asked if the letter was given to the Craig Duran. Mike stated the contents of the 
letter was shared with Craig.  Deb requested that the letter be presented to Craig. Mike handed the Lake 
Level Committee letter to Craig.  
 
Mike shared that the $10,000 previously mentioned would only be for the feasibility study and that it is 
not the total cost of project. Also, Mudhen Lake Rehab District does not have $10,000 budgeted unless 
we amend where the money should go. If not amended, the assessment will be on the tax roll. All the 
costs are going to be retained by the residents in the district. Discussion occurred about the possibility 
of grants. Concerns were raised about spending the $10,000 without obtaining the landowner’s 
approval of the potential project. It was noted, by Mike that an additional easement will be needed 
across someone’s land to access the area and operate to operate the structure.  
 
A motion was made by Mike Huber to enter into a letter of intent with Craig Duran and to put out a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) for engineering firms to bid on providing a feasibility study. Motion was 
seconded by Chuck Awe.  
 
The Board will share the decision of the selected firm at the August 14, 2021, Annual meeting.  At that 
time, it will be determined if we have the 65% consensus to move forward. 
 
Mike made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion was seconded by Chuck Awe. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned. 
 



Additional Note:  Senator Ron Stafsholt attended this meeting. He introduced himself after the meeting 
and requested to be invited to future meetings. He is very open to discussions at any time and said he is 
involved in some grant and money allotments. He will be coming back in the next weekend or two to get 
a small tour of the lake and discuss issues.  He reiterated several times that he is willing to help as 
needed.    

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Sagstetter  
Mud Hen Lake Secretary 
mps1300@aol.com 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Reports online: 

2021 MUD HEN LAKE ILIDS (lake camera) report located at: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sha
ring 

MUDHEN Aquatic Plant Management Plan: 2018 – 2023: 

https://www.burnettcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/7374 

Mud Hen Lake Rehab District Meeting Minutes:  

https://townofdaniels.com/mudhen-lake-rehab-district/  

 

Mud Hen Lake Rehab District Upcoming Meetings:  

August 14, 2021 - Annual / Oct.9, 2021- Board Meeting / March 12, 2022 - Board Meeting / June 11, 2022 - Board Meeting 

All meetings are held at 10 AM at Daniels Town Hall 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YcI21h6ylFjCgII8seFkMnM3g1_4DrLEVJ4GbFzrJ8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.burnettcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/7374
https://townofdaniels.com/mudhen-lake-rehab-district/

