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Along Highway 371

Message from Our Mayor
News from the City & Chamber

Snow arrived early this year, giving us a true “white 

Christmas.” I hope everyone enjoyed a happy holiday 

season and that the New Year is off to a bright 

start. Hackensack looks wonderful with decorative 

lighting, banners, and snowflake displays throughout 

town. A special thank-you to Lynn VanAllen and the 

Game Changers for organizing the fundraising and 

purchasing of the banners and snowflakes. Be sure to 

check out the article below for more details.

Highway 371 construction is now complete, and 

the improvements are already making a positive 

difference. The new roundabout on the north end is 

working well, with parallel parking along much of the 

route and new wayfinding signs directing visitors to 

First Street for Lakeside Park, trail access, and local 

businesses. The paved sidewalks now allow safe 

travel from Swanson’s to Southside, and it’s great to 

see people out enjoying them every day.

A big shout-out to our City Streets crew for their 

excellent work clearing snow throughout the 

city. They’ve handled multiple snowfalls already, 

keeping our streets, sidewalks,  and parking areas 

safe and accessible. Please remember not to push 

snow onto streets or 

sidewalks, and if you 

live near a fire hydrant, 

consider shoveling it out. 

Keeping hydrants clear can save valuable time in an 

emergency.

Thanks to generous local donations, the LED lights 

at the Hackensack Ice Rink have been repaired and 

replaced. Lace up your skates and enjoy skating or 

hockey under the lights.

I hope to see you at the Back to Hack festivities 

January 16–18. Check the schedule on the 

Hackensack Visitor’s Center Facebook page and 

be sure to join the Saturday evening bonfire and 

fireworks. Remember to support local restaurants, 

gas stations, and businesses this winter. Shop local 

when you can and help keep Hackensack thriving. 

Until next issue, enjoy all that winter in Hackensack 

has to offer!					                                
-Bill Kennedy

Let it Snow!

By Gary Dietrich, Co-Editor, Lucette’s Gazette

Mayor of Hackensack

Snowflakes  
If you haven’t driven through town at night lately, take a moment to do so—the 

snowflake displays and banners along Highway 371 are a beautiful sight to 

see. This festive project is made possible entirely through the dedication 

of volunteers and ongoing fundraising efforts led by the Hackensack 

Game Changers. Thanks to the generous donations of many people, 

and a major donation from someone that would like 

to remain anonymous, the snowflake project is 

now fully funded. A sincere thank you!

https://www.hackensackchamber.com/back-to-hack


Upcoming Winter Events

Back to Hack!

Main Events

Come join
   the fun!

January 16-18, 2026
By Kathy Meyer, Chamber Coordinator

Full Schedule, Times, Locations & Live Updates:

Facebook.com/HackensackVisitorsCenter

 HackensackChamber.com/Back-to-Hack

Hackensack’s  beloved winter festival, Back to Hack, will be January 16–18, 2026, inviting residents and visitors 

alike to embrace the season and enjoy the charm of winter in our community. Designed to get people outdoors 

and connected, Back to Hack celebrates all the reasons we love winter in north-central Minnesota.

Inspired by Hackensack’s popular Sweetheart Days celebration held each July, the idea behind Back to Hack is 

simple: Bring your Sweetheart Back to Hack—even in the heart of winter. The festival offers a variety of activities 

that encourage friends, families, and couples to bundle up and make memories together.

Two exciting new additions debut this year. First is the Kids’ Scavenger Hunt, a fun, interactive activity that sends 

children exploring local businesses. The scavenger hunt will both start and finish at the Hackensack Visitor’s 

Center, making it easy for families to participate while supporting downtown businesses along the way.

Also new for 2026 is the Snowman Building Contest for businesses—with a creative twist. Participants are 

challenged to build a snowman using anything but snow. From wood and metal to 

recycled or whimsical materials, businesses are encouraged to think outside the box 

and showcase their creativity. These unique snowmen will be on display throughout 

town for everyone to enjoy.

Back to Hack is proudly hosted by the Hackensack Chamber of Commerce and 

we want to extend our heartfelt thanks to our generous business sponsors and 

the numerous volunteers who give their time and talents. Your dedication helps 

make this winter celebration a success year after year!

Friday

Back to Hack Lager at 
Rendezvous Brewing

Frost & Flannel Dinner & 
Show at UCC Church

Bloody Mary Bar, Bake 
Sale & Chili Feed

         Music Bingo at 
                Birchwood

                  Live Music at 
                     the Legion!

Saturday

Winter Market at 
Hackensack Hub

Frost Ur Fanny 
Fun Walk & Run

Snow Golf Challenge

Kids Scavenger Hunt

Fish Fry at the Firehall

Bonfire, Fireworks 
     & Live Music!

Sunday

Auxilary Breakfast 
at the Legion

Raffle Drawing & 
Snowman Winners 
at Birchwood

BARGO at 
Birchwood

https://www.hackensackchamber.com/back-to-hack
https://www.hackensackchamber.com/back-to-hack
https://www.facebook.com/hackensackvisitorscenter


Deep Portage’s Annual

 at Deep Portage

  

       Deep-Portage.org                Facebook.com/DeepPortage

  

BorealBlissYogaRetreats.com

Upcoming Winter Events & New Incentives

By Morgan Sandstrom,  Deep Portage Staff 

By Selena Roque,
Local SHIP Coordinator

Deep Portage’s Annual Winter Rendezvous is just around the corner! On 

January 24th, we invite the community (that means you!) to spend time 

with us by participating in over a dozen North Woods themed, 

friendly competitions. Axe throwing, clay pigeon shooting, 

ice fishing, and snowshoe races are just a few of the many 

exciting events we have planned. Scores are collected at 

each event, and the highest scorers of each age class 

receive a handcrafted award! Don’t worry if you’re 

less athletically inclined; the competition is friendly. 

At one event, you get points just for eating a fresh hot 

johnny cake! At noon, participants get to warm up in our 

dining hall with a bowl of homemade hot chili served by 

the Deep Portage kitchen. Everyone is welcome - bring 

your family, friends, or a date! The day is full of activities for 

young, old, and anywhere in between. Keep up to date with 

details leading up to the big day on our Deep Portage Learning 

Center social media pages, newsletter, and website listed below!

Winter Rendezvous

New Trail

All are    welcome!

Saturday, January 24th, 2026

Improving Wellbeing Through Physical Activity and Nature

The Statewide Health Improvement Partnership 

(SHIP) partnered with Deep Portage Learning 

Center and Boreal Bliss Yoga Retreats to create a 

new public walking trail to practice mindfulness. 

Research demonstrates that both physical activity 

and exposure to nature can significantly enhance 

emotional wellbeing, while reducing stress, anxiety, 

and depression. Deep Portage welcomes thousands 

of visitors annually, and through partnership 

engagement, an accessible walking trail was designed. 

This mindfulness trail increases opportunities for 

active living, educates on the health benefits of 

nature, and normalizes the value of emotional 

health. The construction and design of this trail 

was further made possible through the dedication 

of Deep Portage staff members and the 

contributions of the Longville Area Community 

Foundation and the Longville Area Women of Today. 

“My partner Amanda Imes and I have been working 
on this trail for over a year with Deep Portage and Cass 
County SHIP. To hike with my family on a Saturday in 
the woods and experience it was so cool. My husband 
did the first sign’s short grounding practice and said, 
‘You know, wow, that actually works.’ Exposing my kids 
to another form of mindfulness like this was top notch. 
The whole family was better from our intentional time 

spent in the woods.”  

– Bryana Cook, Co-Owner

https://www.deep-portage.org/winter-rendezvous
https://www.deep-portage.org/winter-rendezvous
https://www.facebook.com/DeepPortage
https://www.borealblissyogaretreats.com/
https://lptv.org/northwoods-experience-deep-portage-learning-center-opens-mindfulness-trail/


Featured  Local Business

Since the 1970s, Birchwood Char House & Bar has been a cornerstone of 

hospitality in Hackensack. Originally opened as Huff’s Tap, the building has 

long served as a gathering place for locals and visitors alike. After a fire in 

the late 1970s and several changes in ownership, Hal and Chris Magnuson 

operated the supper club, then known as the River House from the early 

1980s until 1992, when Steve and Dolly Pauly purchased the River House and 

continued the supper club tradition for 9 more years. Much of the familiar 

bar-and-back-room layout remains today. During this time, Steve also played 

a key role in reviving Hackensack’s “Back to Hack” celebration after years of 

inactivity. Following the Paulys’ retirement, the business went through a couple of 

owners, and eventually closed in 2013.

Later that same year, Rick and Linda McNamara—Linda being the Paulys’ daughter—

purchased the property and reopened it as Birchwood Char House & Bar. Expanding 

beyond the traditional supper club model, they added lunch service and 

renewed the restaurant’s role as a vibrant community hub. Linda 

remains active with the community through the Chamber of 

Commerce and the Lane Changers, a collaborative group 

of local businesses formed to support residents and visitors 

during major road construction. The group’s efforts, ranging from 

promotions to shared ideas and communication, were instrumental 

in helping area businesses navigate through construction. Guidance from 

DeeDee LeMier, a University of MN Extension educator, added tremendous value, and the 

Lane Changers’ initiatives has since become a model for other communities. 

Birchwood continues to be a central gathering place for community events, 

including the Back to Hack Winter Festival, featuring Music Bingo with Dr. 

Rock (7 p.m. Friday, Jan 16th), Build-Your-Own Bloody Mary Bar (11 

a.m.-1 p.m Sat Jan 17th), Bemidji Brewing (2-4 p.m. Sat Jan 17), and 

BARGO, Free Bingo with prizes (1 p.m. Sunday Jan 18th).

Looking ahead in 2026, Birchwood plans a refreshed look, a 

shortened name, and a new menu—while proudly maintaining its 

signature steaks and award-winning burgers. Known for hosting 

events and parties, offering outdoor dining on its spacious deck, 

and showcasing live music and comedy, Birchwood Char House & 

Bar remains a welcoming place where tradition truly lives on...

A Hackensack Tradition

By Linda Ottman,
Lucette’s Gazette Co-Editor

  

       BirchwoodBar.com             Facebook.com/BirchwoodBar

222 State Hwy 371, Hackensack  |   218-675-6200 Cheers!

https://birchwoodbar.com/
https://birchwoodbar.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Birchwoodbar


Community News & Updates

Faith inAction New Executive Director
Earlier this fall, Faith in Action for Cass County announced an important change 

in leadership. Kathy Langer was appointed as its new Executive Director. 

Craig Wadzink, Board Chair noted that her extensive leadership experience, 

compassion, and commitment to service all make her an ideal successor to 

retiring Executive Director, Theresa Eclov. He emphasized that Langer will 

continue the organization’s mission of connecting volunteers with neighbors 

who need support to remain safe and independent in their homes. 

This change comes about due to the retirement of Cass County Faith in Action’s former Executive 

Director, Theresa Eclov, which was announced at the end of May 2025. Ms. Eclov has been steering Faith 

in Action for more than 17 years and has been instrumental in growing the services necessary to serve the 

needs of area communities and in seeking and receiving federal and state grant monies necessary to 

support this growing organization. Theresa will be greatly missed, but the organization and its staff and 

volunteers have great faith in the new Executive Director and welcome Ms. Langer with open arms.

Langer brings more than 25 years of executive leadership centered on public service, community 

engagement, and organizational development. She is eager to build on the strong “neighbors-helping-

neighbors” foundation that Faith in Action has established throughout Cass County. She shared that 

she is honored to join “such a dedicated team and caring community.” Faith in Action’s volunteers 

and supporters truly make a difference in the lives of so many people, and she is excited to continue the 

tradition of compassion and connection. She added that she looks forward to contributing her experience 

and enthusiasm for public service from her new home in rural Longville. Faith in Action for Cass County 

connects caring volunteers with individuals who need assistance to stay independent in their homes 

and communities. Services from local volunteers include friendly visits, the building of handicap ramps, 

transportation and help with basic household tasks. Connect or learn more today!

By Linda Ottman, Lucette’s Gazette Co-Editor

  

       FaithInActionCass.com               218-675-5435

CityofHackensackMN.gov

The Hackensack Local Housing Trust Fund has received 

grant funding from Minnesota Housing and the 

Initiative Foundation to launch a new program designed 

to help year-round residents make their homes safer 

and more energy efficient. The program will provide 

small grants for essential home repairs, upgrades, and 

modifications that improve safety and reduce energy 

costs. To qualify, applicants must own and occupy 

a home within Hackensack city limits year-round; 

maintain homeowner’s insurance; provide income 

documentation showing household income below 115% 

of State Median Income ($134,435); and be current on 

mortgage payments and homesteaded property taxes. 

The Resilient Housing Team of the Hackensack Game 

Changers will review the applications and determine 

which projects will be approved. Homeowners selected 

for the program will obtain quotes and choose licensed 

local contractors, helping keep project dollars within 

the community. All grant funds will be paid directly from 

the Housing Trust Fund to vendors and subcontractors.

A public meeting will be held in January to introduce 

the program, answer questions, and distribute 

applications. The date and location will be announced 

through local notices and on the City of Hackensack 

website.

By Kris Biessener, Edina RealtyExciting News for Hackensack Homeowners!

https://www.faithinactioncass.com/
https://cityofhackensackmn.gov/


Thank You From the Superintendent

Community News & Updates

Flair for Hair New Location

Dear Walker–Hackensack–Akeley Community,

On behalf of our entire school district, thank you to every resident who 

participated in the recent referendum vote. Passing this referendum was 

more than approving a financial measure; it affirmed our shared belief in 

the value of strong schools and the importance of safe, healthy, and well-

maintained facilities. We are grateful for your trust and for your support 

of learning environments our students and communities can be proud of.

We also appreciate the many conversations, feedback, and ideas shared 

throughout this process. Input from staff, parents, and residents helped 

shape a plan that addresses critical needs while remaining mindful of 

taxpayer impact. This was truly a collaborative effort, and we are proud 

to move forward together.

What’s Next? The district will begin implementing the approved 

improvements, including enhanced safety features such as secure 

entrances, fire alarms, door hardware, and snow-melt systems;  improved 

heating, cooling, and air quality with modern, high-efficiency systems; 

updated classrooms and Career and Technical Education spaces with 

new finishes, tools, and ventilation; upgraded outdoor and athletic spaces, 

playground safety improvements, and private restrooms; repairs to 

walls, flooring, sinks, counters, and locker rooms; construction of a new 

bus garage with maintenance, washing, office space, and restrooms; and 

additional parking.

The district will now enter the design phase, working closely with 

architects, engineers, and stakeholders. Construction will occur in phases 

to minimize disruption. Transparency and communication will remain 

priorities, with updates shared via the district website, social media, and 

local newspaper. Thank you again for your trust and participation.

With gratitude,
Kevin Wellen, Superintendent 

Walker–Hackensack–Akeley School District

Photo Credits : Kathy Wagner (top).
Ann Espeland (middle) and
Jeannie Blomme (bottom).

Our salon has been servicing clients in the area for 25 years. Stop by our 

new location at 4609 40th St NW, Hackensack, to check out our brand 

new equipment to better provide full salon services for women and men, 

as well as gel polish and acrylic nails. Book your appointment for the New 

Year today. Thanks!  - Naomi and Shannon
  

218-675-6060 



Community News & Updates

       Tick-Borne Disease
For eight months of the year, northern Minnesota is a 

woodsy paradise with lakes, woods and trails. At the 

same time, it is home to a variety of ticks and the tick-

borne diseases they carry. While Lyme disease may be 

the most well-known, spread by the deer tick (AKA 

Western black-legged tick), babesiosis or Babesia, is a 

close second. Humans just happen to live in the perfect 

habitat where ticks literally “hang out” on blades of 

grass or twigs, waiting to transfer to humans or their 

pets as they pass by.

In July 2024, I came down with a mysterious disease 

with confusing symptoms. After fainting twice on 

nighttime bathroom runs and hitting my head severely 

the second time, I ended up in St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

Brainerd, where blood tests showed “Babesia” 

organisms wriggling away in my blood sample.  After 

three days, I went home with a 10-day supply of a 

powerful, foul-tasting antibiotic. It took three weeks 

to get back to full strength. 

Since then, I’ve become aware 

of at least two other serious cases of 

babesiosis, AKA Babesia, in the Baby/Man/

McKeown lakes area, and there may be many others.

While protective clothing and powerful sprays can do 

a lot to repel the various ticks that live here (black-

legged tick, brown dog tick, wood tick), we inevitably 

drop our vigilance and get careless. The least we can do 

is team up with a friend or loved one for a “body check” 

every day or two, and check those overlooked areas, 

since it usually takes a few days for ticks to transfer 

their “germs.” Personally, I remember several times, 

flying out of bed at night to ask a bleary-eyed family 

member, “Is that a wart or a tick?” Can’t say they were 

real thrilled at having to check, but that’s what family is 

for! Happy tick-checks!
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Lucette’s Gazette is a quarterly 
community newsletter covering 
news, updates, and events in  
our Hackensack Lakes area.

 Thanks for reading!

By Gail DeBoer, Pilot Independent

Editors’ Notes 
Happy New Year from our team here at Lucette’s Gazette! We hope it will be a healthy and happy year for everyone. 

Find lots of little moments to be grateful for... We want to thank the photographers for their submissions to the 

photo contest, and are thrilled to announce that Betty Thomas won for her photo, Frosty Trees. These brilliant 

photos are a delightful addition to our community newsletter! Peruse this edition for a LOT of fun information 

about what’s going on in Hackensack and surrounding area. See you around town, in the woods, and on the lakes!

– Gary Dietrich & Linda Ottman, Co-Editors




