
SUMMER 2026

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E
H A C K E N S A C K  L A K E S  A R E A

IN THIS ISSUE
Sweetheart Days & Upcoming Events

Summer Fun on Tuesdays

Community Updates and News

Photo Contest Winner, Colleen Malone (Cover)

‘‘Lucettes GazetteLucettes Gazette

https://cityofhackensackmn.gov/


Message from Our Mayor
News from the City & Chamber

-Bill Kennedy

Summer is in full swing now.  Hot days means more time 

at the lake and the outdoors. Hackensack has been 

hard at work continuing to improve our little town.  The 

new Highway 371 corridor has received new Spring and 

Summer banners on the light poles depicting Lucette 

engaging in some of the wonderful activities Hackensack 

has to offer.

Reconstruction of Whipple Ave, Lake Ave, Murray Ave, 

and Third Street is now complete. New storm sewer, curb, 

gutter, sidewalks, light poles adorn these side streets, with 

new decorations coming soon.

Concerts in the Park are back, come and join us for 

free music every Friday evening.  Don’t miss out 

on Sweetheart Days, sponsored by the Hackensack 

Chamber.  So many fun events during that week including 

a car show, cornhole tournament, food, street dance, disc 

golf tournament, parade, 

and fireworks.

Looking ahead, don’t forget 

to mark your calendars 

for the Chainsaw Event in 

September.  Carvers come to 

make wonderful wood carvings right in front of your 

eyes.  You can then bid on them to take them home.  

And the Lumberjack show is so much fun to watch and 

participate in.

Also this fall, our main city park will be transformed, 

with updates on the playground and other structures, as 

we hope to be awarded a DNR Grant. 

However you spend your summer, we look forward to 

seeing you in Hackensack.

Tuesday Summer Fun
By Gary Dietrich

Looking for a great way to spend a summer Tuesday in Hackensack? Bring the family and join in two wonderful community 

traditions that celebrate the best of summer, friendship, and local living. 

Every Tuesday morning from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., kids are invited to participate in the Hackensack Children’s 

Fishing Contest at the Birch Lake Boat Landing Pier. Whether your child is an experienced angler or casting a line for the 

very first time, this fun-filled event offers excitement, outdoor adventure, and the chance to create lasting memories. It’s 

a great way to introduce children to the joys of fishing while enjoying the beauty of Birch Lake.

After the fishing contest, be sure to stop by the Tuesday Farmers Market at the HUB, located next to the post office at 

213 1st Street, open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Browse a wonderful selection of locally grown produce, homemade 

treats, handcrafted goods, and unique products from area vendors. Supporting local growers and 

artisans helps strengthen our community while bringing fresh, high-quality products to your table. 

Come enjoy the sights, sounds, and spirit of summer. Bring your family, 

meet your neighbors, and make Tuesday your

 for the Whole Family!

favorite day of the week!

Find out more
HackensackChamber.com/Events Hackensack Visitors Center

https://www.hackensackchamber.com/events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/hackensackvisitorscenter/
https://www.thehackensackhub.com/


Sweetheart Days

Schedule:
Events

By Kathy Meyer

Wednesday July 8
Crazy Days! All Day at Downtown Businesses

8 AM–3PM   Flea Market at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

9AM–1PM  Pop-up Book Sale at Hackensack Hub

Thursday July 9
6PM  Meat Raffle at Hackensack Legion

Friday July 10
10AM–12PM  “Community Coffee” at 
Hackensack Hub

5–7PM  Lakeside Concert, Class of ‘82 with Josh 
Duffee at Lions Pavilion City Park

7–11PM  “Fool’s Gold” at Hackensack Legion

Saturday July 11
8AM  Registration Paws + Claws Furry 5K Run/
Walk at Paul Bunyan Trail on Lake Ave ( 9AM Start)

4PM  Lending Library Book Sale, “Sun N Fun”

10AM–3PM  Craft Vendor Fair at City Park

11AM–10PM  Food Trucks on 1st Street

12PM  Dachshund Derby by 1st Street Pavilion

1–4PM  Car & Motorcycle Show on 1st Street

2:15PM  Children’s Duck Race, Registration at Boy 
River RV Park by Birchwood (Race at 2:45pm)

4–7PM  Fire Department BBQ, at the Fire Station

7–10PM  Live on the Lawn “Fool’s Gold” at 1st 
Street Pavilion

10PM / DUSK Fireworks over Birch Lake

Sunday July 12
12:30PM  Registration Cornhole Tournament 
by 1st Street Pavilion (1PM Start)

1-3PM  “Growing Up in Hackensack” at 
Rendezvous Brewing

5PM  Meat Raffle at the Legion

Monday July 13
5PM  Meat Raffle at Hackensack Muni

5PM  “Dinner and a Show” at Union 
Congregational UCC

Tuesday July 14
9AM–1PM  Farmer’s Market at Hackensack Hub

11AM–12:30PM  Children’s Fishing Contest at 
Birch Lake Public Dock

11:30AM–2PM  Kid’s Games at Lion’s Club 
Pavilion by City Park

4–8PM  Food Truck’s on 1st Street

6PM  Sweetheart Days Parade on 1st Street, 
Whipple to Murray Ave

7:30PM  Raffle Drawing at 
Hackensack Legion

July 8–14, 2026
The Hackensack Chamber is excited to welcome residents, 

visitors, families, and friends to the 74th Annual Sweetheart 

Days taking place July 8–14, 2026. This beloved community 

tradition celebrates Lucette, Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart. 

Whether you’re looking for family activities, live entertainment, 

community events, great food, shopping, or outdoor fun, there is 

truly something for everyone during Sweetheart Days.

The Hackensack Chamber of Commerce extends its sincere appreciation to 

all our sponsors for their continued support. Their generosity allows us to 

provide a week of entertainment, family fun, and community spirit for 

residents and visitors alike. For more information, visit the links below:

Upcoming Community Events

        Facebook.com @ Hackensack Visitors Center

        HackensackChamber.com/Sweetheart-Days

https://www.facebook.com/hackensackvisitorscenter/
https://www.hackensackchamber.com/sweetheart-days


Upcoming Community Events

Saturday, August 8th, 9am–3pm

“ Exploring Minnesota’s Mythology”
Author Jason Willis will present

at 11:00 AM in the UCC Sanctuary

Jason Willis is an author of histories, mysteries, legend 

and lore. Join us for his presentation at this year’s 

festival! For more information about Jason, please  visit:

William Anderson, Minnesota-themed Fiction   |   Margaret A. Blenkush, English Cozy Mystery 

& Historical Fiction   |   David Bruns,  Science Fiction & Thrillers   |   Rhonda Buerkle, Children’s 

William Burleson,  Fiction   |   Bruce Carlson,  Nonfiction   |   Jennifer DeVries, Young Adult 

Adventure, Fantasy & Mystery   |   William Durbin,  Fiction & Minnesota-themed Historical 

Fiction   |   Brian Duren,  Psychological Literary Fiction   |   Nan Dixon,  Fiction & Romance 

Ron Elcombe,  Contemporary Fiction   |   Julie Guth,  Children’s   |   Margo Hansen,  Christian 

Fiction   |   Sharon Harris,  (Representing Jackpine Writers Bloc) MN Writers Anthology 

Laura Hern,  Cozy Mystery, Fiction & Romance   |   Christine Husom,  Suspenseful Police 

Procedural, Cozy Traditional Mysteries   |   Nathan Jorgenson,  Minnesota-themed Fiction 

Jeff Krogstad,  Fiction & Nonfiction   |   Julie Jo Larson,  Nonfiction & MN-themed Travel 

Mike Lein,  Nonfiction, Humorous Tales of Outdoor Life   |   CA Lewis,  Nonfiction 

Brenda Massman,  Fiction & Historical Fiction   |   Marjorie Mathison Hance,  MN-

themed Murder Mystery & Fiction   |   Jodie Leigh Murray,  Fiction & Romance 

Chris Norbury,  MN-themed Mystery, Thrillers & Middle Grade Adventure 

Jan Payne,  Thriller Mysteries   |   Darrell Pedersen,  Nonfiction MN-themed 

memoirs   |   Mary Perrine,  Fiction, MN-themed Thrillers, Drama    |   Niomi 

Phillips,  Historical Fiction & Memoir   |   Mary Seifert,  Fiction & Cozy Mystery 

Richard Sherry,  Fiction, Political Thrillers & Memoir   |   Candace Simar,  Historical 

Fiction   |   Jonathan Sweet,  Fiction, Nonfiction, Historical Fiction, Mysteries & 

Thrillers   |   Scott Welvaert,  Fiction, Fantasy & Thrillers

Join us  in Hackensack for a day of art, books, music, food, and community!

WillisWrites.org                Facebook @ JasonWillisNovels

By Sue Ready

This activity is made possible, in part, by the voters of Minnesota, 
through a grant from the Five Wings Arts Council, thanks to a 

legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

Authors:More 

Find More Festival Information Online:            NorthwoodsArtsCouncil.org 

Northwoods Art and Book Festival 
Find Great Books at the 2026

https://www.northwoodsartscouncil.org/
https://www.northwoodsartscouncil.org/festivalpreview
https://www.williswrites.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jasonwillisnovels/
https://www.northwoodsartscouncil.org/


Community News & Updates

Taste of Hackensack Celebration

Hackensack Tree Projects  Are Underway  by Rashelle Brown

          RashelleB@me.com

Contact Rashelle Brown to Volunteer

What do you do when major road construction in your 

little town is finally completed?  You throw a party! 

Thanks to a “Joy and Connection” grant from the Initiative 

Foundation, the Hackensack Game Changers did just that.

The Game Changers hosted “Taste of Hackensack,” 

a community event where local food establishments 

showcased their signature dishes by offering free 

samples to the community. Momma Wags and Boomer 

provided outstanding live music, creating the perfect 

backdrop for an evening of celebration. Our local 

bourbon and wine establishment joined in the festivities, 

serving beverages for purchase.

The event also marked the successful completion of 

The City of Hackensack, Hackensack Game Changers, area 

businesses and local volunteers are working together on 

two community tree projects that will expand the town’s 

canopy by nearly 40 trees. On May 11, a work group 

planted 15 trees in Birch Lake Park, and along the green 

space beside the Paul Bunyan state trail and 1st Street. 

The workday was overseen by local certified arborist 

Charley Wagner, and Derek Sumption, of Natural 

Solutions Landscaping. Wagner and Sumption will 

provide ongoing maintenance for the trees along with 

City of Hackensack Public Works staff. 

The community project kicked off on Arbor Day, with a 

“Rendezvous For a Cause” event at Rendezvous Brewing 

that raised over $1,200 for Hackensack tree projects. 

The event included a presentation and “TREEvia” by Cass 

County Green Corps member Erin Jansky, and music by 

Charley Wagner. The majority of funding for the project is 

coming from the MN DNR’s ReLeaf grant, which awarded 

the Hackensack Game Changers nearly $9,000 for the 

parkside project.

the Highway 371 road project with a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony led by our amazing mayor, alongside the many 

dignitaries whose vision and hard work helped bring the 

project to completion.

The biggest takeaway from the evening? Joy and 

Connection shouldn’t just be the name of a grant—it 

should be a way of life. Taste of Hackensack was filled 

with exactly that. An estimated 300 people gathered 

to visit with neighbors, enjoy great food, laugh together, 

and celebrate not only the completion of a long-awaited 

project, but the strength of our community. It was a 

wonderful reminder that some of life’s best moments 

happen when people simply come together.

By Linnea Dietrich

For full News Coverage please visit:
LPTV.org/Hackensack-Community-Celebrates-Completion-of-Highway-371-Project

https://lptv.org/hackensack-community-celebrates-completion-of-highway-371-project/


Community News & Updates

Birch Lake Association News by Katie Noonan

The Birch Lake Association (BLA) will hold its annual meeting on July 25th from 4:00–6:00 PM at the Lion’s Pavilion in City 

Park. The BLA continues to have another productive year and is pleased to share achievements for 2026.

The Birch Lake Association completed a full cleanup of the Memorial Gardens in May following the renovation of the library. 

A new permanent Martin House replaced the temporary structure for our summer bird visitors. This year, with the help of the 

Hackensack local Lions Club, the BLA was able to purchase two new buoys for boaters to ensure safety at the city dock. BLA 

also placed more than twenty buoys in the lake. The loon nesting platforms went out early in the spring. The BLA recently 

held two social events and gathered at the Rendezvous in May, and the Sun & Fun in June, to share valuable information with 

our members. The Birch Lake Association introduced a new-member-only forum on Mybirchlake website. 

Members can obtain information about the area fishing, wildlife, and Birch Lake loons. Members 

can now post items to “Lost and Found,” and have a membership Marketplace to 

“buy and sell.” BLA continues to provide, promote and connect members with 

information on initiatives for Living Lake Friendly Stewardship programs, 

Birch Lake Watershed Plan, and the MNL (MN Native Landscape) for 

purchase of native plants and trees. 

If you are interested in learning more about the Birch Lake Association, 

becoming a volunteer, donating, or information on stewardship, please 

contact the Association. 

MyBirchLake@gmail.com   or  TFunkMeyer@paruan.com

In 2018, Bike Friendly Walker was established to encourage and support local cyclists 

to get out there and enjoy our wonderful trails.  The Spring Bike Fling was also 

launched in 2018 with the idea that folks could dust off their bikes and get an early 

ride in.  Since that first ride, Hackensack added many Bike Friendly Businesses so 

it made sense to make the Spring Bike Fling a “Hack and Back” experience.  The 

City of Hackensack has always stepped up to support this community bike ride 

and on this 8th rendition it was no different.  

On June 13th 2026, 105 cyclists were able to enjoy the halfway point as 

Hackensack closed 1st street outside of Rendezvous Brewery and the 

riders were entertained with music, refreshments and food from 

many local vendors.  Many thanks to the Leech Lake Chamber 

and Bike Friendly Walker for putting this event on, as well as 

Rendezvous and Portage Breweries for sponsoring the parties.  

Kudos to The Hackensack Legion Auxiliary and American Bank 

for providing much needed rest stops, The Hackensack Lions and 

the Northwoods Arts Council for setting up 1st Street, and the 

Hackensack Lakes Area Community Foundation for sponsoring the 

wonderful music by In Stereo. 

 Linda Garbe organized a kids parade and Sun and Fun provided ice cream 

for those participants. All in all, this was a very successful community get 

together and hopefully a lot of folks will keep cycling all summer and visit 

the wonderful businesses in Hackensack.

Spring Bike Fling  “To Hack & Back” By Simon Whitehead

https://www.mybirchlake.org/
https://www.mybirchlake.org/


Upcoming Community Events

Free Public Community Forum  By Selena Roque

A free public community forum “The Opioid Epidemic: What 

Everyone Needs to Know” will be held on Tuesday, July 21st, 2026, 

from 5:00 pm-6:00 pm at the Hackensack Community Center, at 

310 Lake Ave, Hackensack, MN. 

The public is invited to join us for an informative session that 

will help increase awareness of opioids and other drugs in our 

communities from Law Enforcement and Public Health.  Topics 

will include drug prevention, treatment and recovery resources, 

naloxone, and how everyone can help our communities.  The 

lifesaving Naloxone (Narcan), an opioid overdose reversal medication, will be available with training provided at 

no cost to those in attendance. The intended audience is for adults, no registration or RSVP is necessary.

Law Enforcement will also be onsite to accept unwanted medications for proper and safe disposal. Join us in taking an 

active role in strengthening the health and safety of our community—please attend, learn, and help make a difference.  

This event is coordinated by the Cass County Opioid Settlement Fund Committee, Cass County Sheriff’s Office, and 

Cass County Public Health.

Help is Available: Free, confidential, 24/7, 365-day-a-year treatment referral and information service for individuals 

and families facing mental and/or substance use disorders is available by calling 1-800-662-HELP (4357).  

For any additional information you may contact Jamie Richter, Cass County Public Health below:    

Jaime Richter |  Cass County Public Health              (218) 547-6833                 Jamie.Richter@CassCountyMN.gov

Are you a pregnant mom living in Cass County, and your current insurance is Blue Plus? 
If so, you should join us! 

Cass County has been offering and hosting a baby shower to help support pregnant moms  
for 6 years! Our baby shower is sponsored by Blue Plus insurance. Included during the

shower are education on breastfeeding, car seats, safe sleep for infants, WIC, family planning,
head start, insurance benefits and more! Light snacks and games are also included. Gift bags

worth over $100 are given to every mom that attends, along with the opportunity to win
prizes! Child care is provided. Must RSVP by August 1 , 2026, to get a gift bag. st

If you are eligible, please consider joining us on:
August 20 , 2026th

1-3 pm
Backus Land Building

218 Washburn Ave, Backus MN 56435

If you have questions about eligibility or to RSVP call or email:
Renee Lukkason- 218-547-6825

renee.lukkason@casscountymn.gov

Cass County Public Health’s 6  Annual Baby Showerth

https://www.casscountymn.gov/1274/Public-Health-Services
https://www.casscountymn.gov/1274/Public-Health-Services


Community News & Updates

Hackensack City Office

208 1st Street North 
Hackensack, MN 56452 
(218) 675-6400 
M–F, 8AM-4:30PM

Bill Kennedy, Mayor 
mayor@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Trista Olander, City Clerk 
clerk@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Rob Triplett, City Superintenent 
rob@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Colten Hicks, Water/Sewer/Streets 
colten@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Jason Marchwick, Municipal Bar 
bar@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Duncan MacFarlane, Municipal Liquor Store 
liquor@cityofhackensackmn.gov

City Council

Fred Karlisch 
fred@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Michelle Lundgren  
mlundgren@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Bruce Reeve 
bruce@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Jim Schneider 
jim@cityofhackensackmn.gov

Lucette’s Co-Editors

Linda Ottman 
howdy1953@gmail.com 
(Email Linda to receive copies  
of this newsletter)

Gary Dietrich 
garydietrich@icloud.com 

Design & Distribution

Kat Allen, Publisher 
kmallenbooks@gmail.com

Photo Credits

Colleen Malone (Front Cover) 
Photo Contest Winner

Lucette’s Gazette is a quarterly 
community newsletter covering 
news, updates, and events in  
our Hackensack Lakes area.

 Thanks for reading!

My name is Amelia Hermanson. I am 22 and from Madison Wisconsin. I am attending the University of Minnesota Twin 

Cities pursuing a bachelors degree in Global Studies and American Indian studies. I’m interested in Environmental 

Justice and how we can help communities locally and globally affected by climate change. From the land we reside on, 

to the  water we drink, to the food we eat, and the air we breathe, it is important that 

we take action to improve our environmental impact on humans and non-humans 

alike. While interning with the GreenStep City program, I am eager to be a 

part of the work being done in Hackensack to make life in the community more 

accessible and sustainable for all. 

Welcome GreenStep City Program Intern Amelia Hermanson!

GreenStep.PCA.State.MN.US

Hackensack is a GreenStep City! 

Photo by Jodi Starks

https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/
https://cityofhackensackmn.gov/



