
 

 

 

 
August 1, 2024 

 

 

Ada County Development Services 

Planning Department 

200 W. Front Street 

Boise, ID 83702 

 

RE: Natural Feature Analysis on Keeney Estates Subdivision 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Attached below is the Natural Feature Analysis report for the Keeney Estates Subdivision, located at 418 E. 51st Street, 

Garden City, ID. This comprehensive report provides an in-depth assessment of the site's natural features, including 

topography, vegetation, water resources, and wildlife habitats. It is essential for understanding the environmental context of 

the property and ensuring that our development plans are environmentally responsible and compliant with local 

regulations.  

 

Hydrology: 

 

The existing drainage on-site currently sheet-flows towards the southeast corner of the property or infiltrates into the 

ground, depending on soil percolation capabilities. It is unclear whether the drainage from the site is collected and 

channeled through the storm drain inlet located near the southeast corner of the property on E. 51st Street. However, it is 

assumed that runoff from the existing sidewalk and driveway entrance is captured by this storm drain inlet. 

 

Soils: 

 

Soils information is based on data from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soil Survey for Ada County. The soils identified within the property are listed in the 

table below.  

 

A soil complex consists of two or more soils arranged in such an intricate pattern or in such small areas that they cannot be 

shown separately on a map. For this area, a typical soil profile includes: 

 

❖ 0 to 35 inches: Fine sandy loam 

 

❖ 35 to 70 inches: Stratified extremely gravelly coarse sand to very gravelly loamy sand. 

 

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in Area-of-Interest Percent of Area-of-Interest 

9002 

Urban land-Ballentine 

complex, 0 to 1 percent 

slopes 

0.70 100.00% 

Totals for Area of Interest 0.70 100.00% 

 

Topography: 

 

Elevations for the site are based on the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD 88). Contours are displayed at 1-

foot intervals, providing a detailed and precise representation of the site's topography. A general comprehensive site 

assessment of the subject property has identified no areas of shallow bedrock, unstable rock formations, landslides, poorly 
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graded areas, or artificial fill. Additionally, there are no detected unstable or unsuitable soils for development, ensuring the 

site is appropriate for construction purposes. The topography of the site is relatively flat with a gentle slope (~ 1.0% slope), 

directing natural drainage towards the southeast corner of the property.  

 

Vegetation: 

 

The existing vegetation on the site includes a variety of plant species contributing to the area's ecological diversity. Notable 

features include: 

 

❖ Evergreen trees are located in the southern portion of the site as well as the northern portion. The evergreen trees 

located at the southeast corner of the site are smaller in comparison to the northwest corner.  

 

❖ Cool weathered lawn area (combination of bluegrass, ryegrass, and fescues). 

 

❖ Patches of native grasses and shrubs, particularly prominent in the vacant lot towards the northern half of the site. 

 

❖ Additional mature trees are located on the vacant lot in the northern portion of the site (based on provided imagery, the 

mature trees on site resemble Burch or Cottonwood) 

 

Sensitive Plant and Wildlife Species: 

 

According to the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) resource list provided by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, there are no sensitive plant or wildlife species present on the site. The IPaC report indicates that the area does not 

support any federally listed threatened or endangered species, nor does it contain any critical habitats that require 

conservation measures.  

 

For a comprehensive overview of the findings and any additional considerations, please refer to the attached IPaC report. 

 

Historic Resources: 

 

There are no identified historic resources on the subject property. The nearest historical resources are located at W. State 

Street and N. Plantation River Drive (Pedro Echevarria House) and Spaulding Ranch near the intersection of N. Cole Road 

and N. Mountain View Drive. 

 

Hazardous Areas: 

 

None Identified. 

 

Impact on Natural Features: 

 

The proposed use of the site is not anticipated to have any significant impact on the existing natural features. The current 

project plan preserves the integrity of the surrounding ecosystems. The design incorporates measures to protect the natural 

landscape, including the conservation of native vegetation and the implementation of erosion control strategies.  

 

Additionally, no critical habitats or sensitive species have been identified within the project area, reducing the likelihood of 

adverse ecological effects. Best management practices will be employed during construction to minimize disturbances to 

the soil and water resources, ensuring the protection of local wildlife and plant life. 
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Figure 1. Soil Survey Map 

 

If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact us and we would be more than 

happy to address them in a timely manner. 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and support. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Antonio M. Conti, P.E., P.L.S. 
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