
Filing Timeline

• Filing Period: Aug 18th – Aug 29th

• Elections Office will validate candidate info and 
the petition signatures

• Make appointment – Online or call
• 30 min

• Additional information will be provided
• Ultimately a candidate is responsible to meet 

all deadlines 



Candidates – Where to Start

• Petition Signature Verification with Ada County Elections
• Validate Candidate Information
• Validate Petition Signatures
• Affidavit saying all information is valid and correct 

• Open Mon – Fri 8am – 5pm
• Book Appointments: https://adacounty.id.gov/elections/schedule-

candidate-appointment/ 
• Then file with the District/City Offices



Before Filing
• Verify Candidate Eligibility

• Confirm Voter info is up to date
• Call (208) 287-6860

• Determine the position you are running for 
• Know the required qualifications

• Ballot Name – allow name variations 
• Titles are not allowed
• Christopher to Chris works

• Have your campaign contact info available
• Candidate filing information is a public record and will be posted online



Types of Filings – City Seats
• Only one Seat
• Complete the Declaration of Candidacy 

• Determine how name will appear on ballot
• May use Petition of Candidacy

• 5 valid signatures required
• Recommend collecting 7-10 signatures 

• Or $40 Fee
• Best practice is verifying w/clerk prior to filing

• Must be notarized



Contact info

Homeowner’s 
Exemption

Notarized
(Petition page)



Qualifications

• Each office has specific requirements
• Code Title 34 Chapter 6
• Or in your code sections 

• Qualified Elector
• Registration length in district/subdistrict



Additional Dates/Info

• Deadlines
• Write in: Sep 5th by 5pm

• Separate form
• Name WILL NOT be on the ballot

• Withdraw: Sep 5th by 5pm
• If you miss this window, your name WILL BE on the ballot

• Name and Filing Forms posted online
• Candidate Portal

• Link can be found on our website



Withdrawal

• “Reason for Withdrawal” is a 
mandatory section

• These forms will be filed with us
• If a candidate withdraws with you, 

please send them to us



Am I going to Ballot?

• Our office will handle logistics after the filing
• We will contact each candidate with more 

information at this point
• Campaign Finance Responsibility
• Ballot Rotation



Campaign Finance – When to Report

• If a candidate plans on raising or spending money – create an 
account on Sunshine Portal

• Our office will help candidates understand their responsibilities 
• First $500 report due 7 days after receiving or spending $500

• Electioneering Considerations
• 250ft from any polling place- including early voting
• Cannot be a poll worker in early voting or precinct where they are on 

the ballot



Campaign Finance – Campaign 
Disclosures
• Mandatory “Paid for By” disclosures on campaign material

• Road/yard signs, mailers/flyers, door hangers, billboards, broadcasts, 
social media, SMS/email

• When in doubt, disclose



Campaign Finance – Where to Report

• ALL candidates for ALL seats report online
• Can take up to a week for Secretary of State to approve 

Registrations  



Campaign Finance – Post-Election

• If you win…
• Congratulations!!!

• We can contact you for next steps in reporting 

• If you lose…
• Close out a campaign finance account – reach out 

for guidance
• File a zero-balance report

• Can opt to leave it open if planning on running for the 
office again in the future



Contact Information

Chlöe Harris
Candidate Services

(208) 287-6863
charris@adacounty.id.gov


