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Chapter 3.  SEWER USER CHARGES  

 

Section 3.10.  Regular charges. 

 

 (a) Sewer User Charge.  There is hereby levied and assessed upon each lot or 

parcel of land with a building having a lateral available to discharge normal sewage to the 

Public Sewer System, a sewer user charge based upon rates established by the 

Commission. Such sewer user charge will be payable as herein provided and shall be on 

the basis of one unit for each residential equivalent unit. Said residential equivalent unit 

charges shall be assessed annually as determined by the Commission. Should the 

Commission determine that annual charge based on residential equivalent units is less 

than the annual charge would be on a metered basis, the Commission may set a higher 

rate based on estimated actual usage, or may require the owner to install a water meter at 

the owner’s expense. 

 

 (b) Assignment of Residential Equivalent Units. On or before November 1 of 

every year the Commission shall review and recompute the assignment of residential 

equivalent units to all users connected to the system. Said assignment of the total 

residential equivalent units shall be divided into the projected annual budget adopted 

prior to November 1 of every year, to arrive at the annual charge per residential 

equivalent unit.  

 

 (c)  Subsection (b), above, notwithstanding, the Commission may establish a 

different annual charge for any user who is served by the Commission via the sewer main 

of another entity, taking into account the charges imposed by the entity for the use of the 

sewer main. 

  

 (d) Payments.  

 

  (1)  Sewer user charges shall be payable monthly to the Commission. 

Assessment of sewer user charges shall commence with the next full month following a 

functional connection to the Public Sewer System.  A “functional connection” is one that 

can actually transmit sewage to the public sewer system by a sink, tub, toilet, floor drain, 

or other fixture and where, if necessary, a pump has been installed.  Any amount unpaid 

at the close of the next billing cycle, not to be less than 28 days,  shall be assessed a 

penalty of 10% of the amount due, and an additional 10% penalty shall be assessed every 

billing cycle thereafter. 

 

  (2)  Notice shall be given as provided in sec. 66.0809, Wis. Stats., of any 

arrearages owed on October 1 of each year, and if the amount in arrears and the penalty 

are not paid as provided for in that section, the sum of those amounts shall be added as a 

tax against the property. 

 

 (e) Residential Equivalent Units. No less frequently than once each year, the 

Commission shall receive and review the report and recommendations of the Rate 

Committee for the revision, if appropriate, of the ratio of minimum Residential 
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Equivalent Units for various types of buildings and uses which are expected to connect to 

the sewer system.   A single family residence shall be assigned a Residential Equivalent 

Unit of 1.0.  Other use categories for which REU’s shall be set shall include, but not be 

limited to, the following:  Restaurants; motels, B&B’s, and other transient lodging; 

marinas; other businesses. 

 

 (f)  Any category of user not listed in the Commission’s annual schedule shall be 

assigned equivalent units by the Commission upon application and after recommendation 

by the District's rate committee. The Commission shall review and consider any evidence 

presented to it in making any final determination of residential equivalent units. The 

Commission shall, when evidence warrants, require the installation of meters and 

monitoring devices, at the cost of the property owner, to assure the establishment of 

equitable residential equivalent units for commercial and industrial customers.   

 

 (g) Special Rates.  The Commission may at anytime hereafter set special rates for 

commercial and industrial users under section 3.20, below.  

 

Section 3.20. Charges for Other Than Normal Sewage.   
 

 (a) Basis for charges. When sewage other than Normal Sewage is allowed, 

charges for such shall be based on Flow, BOD, Suspended Solids, and such other 

constituents which affect the cost of collection and treatment.  

 

 (b) Surcharge allowed.  Any person allowed by the Commission to discharge 

sewage into the public sewers may be subject to a surcharge, in addition to any other 

service charge, if the sewage has a concentration greater than any normal concentrations. 

The volume of flow used for computing sewage surcharges shall be as estimated by the 

Commission, subject to adjustments as otherwise herein provided, or the actual volume of 

waste as determined by a waste metering and monitoring installation. The amount of 

surcharge shall reflect the costs incurred by the District in (1) removing BOD, suspended 

solids, and other pertinent constituents, (2) additional operations, maintenance, and 

replacement liabilities in treating and removing the constituents, and (3) all other costs 

associated with accepting the sewage.  

 

 (c) Rates of Surcharge. The Commission shall set the rate of surcharge for each of 

the constituents.  In addition to the above surcharges, the District’s costs of sampling and 

analyzing industrial wastes shall be charged to the applicable industry or user.  Where 

industrial wastes are of such a strength or magnitude or are delivered over such a period 

of time that the above surcharges do not reflect the cost of treatment to the District, the 

District may establish a special charge for handling the waste. The depreciation portion of 

the charge shall be based on the design capacity required for the particular waste. In no 

event shall the charges be less than those charges determined by applying the above 

surcharge.  

 

Section 3.30. Industrial Waste Pretreatment.  In the event the District provides 

pretreatment of industrial wastes, the entire cost of such pretreatment shall be charged to 
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the person producing the industrial wastes. The costs shall include but are not limited to 

capital expenditures, operation and maintenance expenses, labor, chemicals, heat and 

power.  

 

Section 3.40.  Remedies for Failure to Pay User Charges.   
 

 (a)  Each sewer user charge levied pursuant to this Ordinance is hereby made a 

lien upon the corresponding lot, land, or premises served by a connection to the sanitary 

sewer system of the District and if the same is not paid within the period allotted for such 

payment, said charge shall constitute a lien on the property served and be inserted in the 

Town tax roll as provided in Section 66.0821 of the Wisconsin Statutes as same has been, 

and from time to time may be amended or recreated, so far as applicable.  

 

 (b) The sewer user charges, including interest on any delinquencies, taxes or 

levies pursuant to this Ordinance shall be collected by the Town Treasurer at the time and 

place indicated on the annual real estate tax bill.  

 

Section 3.50.  Charges for excess volume.  The Commission may set a surcharge for 

any user if in any month the user’s flow exceeds the anticipated flow in setting the user’s 

charges. 

 

 

 

 

 


