
CHAPTER 15 

TOWN PLAN COMMISSION ORDINANCE 

EFFECTIVE: June 13, 2001 

15.1 TITLE 

This chapter of this ordinance is to establish a Town of Dewey Plan commission and set forth 

its organization, powers and duties, to further the health, safety, welfare and wise use of 

resources for the benefit of current and future residents of the town and affected 

neighboring jurisdictions, through the adoption and implementation of comprehensive 

planning with significant citizen involvement. 
  

15.2 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish a Town of Dewey Plan Commission and set 

forth its organization, powers and duties, to further the health, safety, welfare and wise use 

of resources for the benefit of current and future residents of the town and affected 

neighboring jurisdictions, through the adoption and implementation of comprehensive 

planning with significant citizen involvement. 
  

15.3 AUTHORITY 

The town board of the Town of Dewey has been authorized by the town meeting under sec. 

60.11(2)(c), Wis. Stats., to exercise village powers and the town has a population of less 

than 2,500, according to the most recent regular federal census, sec. 990.01 (29), Wis. 

Stats. 

The town board hereby exercises village powers under sec. 60.22(3), Wis. Stats., and 

establishes a five (5) member plan commission under secs. 60.62(4), 61.35 and 62.23, Wis. 

Stats. The plan commission shall be considered the “Town Planning Agency” under sec. 

236.02(13) and 236.02(13), Wis. Stats., which authorize, but do not require, town adoption 

of a subdivision or other land division ordinance. 
  

15.4 ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

The town board of the Town of Dewey has, by adoption of this ordinance, confirmed the 

specific statutory authority, powers and duties noted above in Chapter 60, (1988-1989) 

Wis. Stats., and as noted, the specific statutory authorities, powers and duties in the 

sections of this ordinance and has established, pursuant to Chapter 60, (1988-1989) Wis. 

Stats. and this ordinance, the powers to establish this commission, the powers to retain or 

appoint the members, the power to remove the members of the commission, the power to 

establish the powers and duties of the commission, the power to compensate the 

commission members and the power to terminate the commission. 
  

15.5 MEMBERSHIP 

The Plan Commission shall consist of five citizens members. A town board member may 

serve on the Plan Commission should there not be any other in interested or qualified 

individuals. 
  

15.6 QUALIFICATIONS 

Commission members shall be full time residents (reside more than 6 months out of the 

year in the town), and be eligible to vote in the town. 
  

15.7 APPOINTMENTS 

The Town Board Chairperson shall appoint the members of the Plan Commission and 

designate a Plan Commission Chairperson during the months of December to fill any 

expiring term. (All appointments are subject to the advisory approval of the town board.) 

any citizen appointed to the Plan Commission shall take and file the oath of office within five 

(5) days of notice of appointment, as provided under secs. 19.01 and 60.31, Wis. Stats. 
  

15.8 TERMS OF OFFICE 



The term of office for the Plan Commission members shall be for a period of three (3) years, 

ending on December 31, or until a successor is appointed and qualified, except: 

(1)     Initial terms. The initial appointments to the town land use planning committee now to be 

known as town plan commission that were made in December of 1999 shall remain in effect 

through completion of their terms. The initial terms of three (3) two year terms and two (2) 

three year terms as appointed in December of 1999 shall remain in place. 
  

15.9 VACANCIES 

Should a commission member be unable to complete their term, the town board shall 

appoint someone to fill the vacancy on the plan commission to serve the remainder of the 

term. 

 
 

  

15.11 RULES AND RECORDS 

The Plan Commission, under sec. 62.23(2), Wis. Stats., may adopt rules for the transaction 

of its business, subject to town ordinances, and shall keep a record of its resolutions, 

transactions, findings and determinations, which shall be a public record under secs. 19.21-

19.39, Wis. Stats. This ordinance shall require the following: 

(1)     All meetings must have a minimum of 3 members present to conduct business 

(2)     Copies of all meeting minutes shall be forwarded to the town clerk. 

(3)     Copies of all resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations along with commission 

recommendations and votes shall be forwarded to the town board for consideration. 

(4)     The town clerk will be responsible for posting meeting notices and notification to the 

newspaper. The clerk will maintain files of all commission-meeting notices, agendas and the 

minutes with all corresponding documents. 
  

15.12 EXPERTS 

The Plan Commission may under sec. 62.23(1), Wis. Stats., employ experts and pay for 

their services and necessary and proper expenses subject to limits set by prior approval of 

the town board. 
  

15.13 CHAIRPERSON AND OFFICERS 

(1)     Chairperson. The Plan Commission Chairperson shall be appointed and serve a term as 

provided in sections 7 and 8 of this ordinance. The chairperson shall, subject to town 

ordinances and commission rules, provide leadership to the commission, preside at 

commission meetings and hearings, set meeting and hearing dates and agendas, and 

ensure that the laws are followed 

(2)     Vice Chairperson. The Plan Commission may elect, by open vote or secret ballot under 

section 19.88(1), Wis. Stats., a Vice Chairperson to act in the place of the chairperson when 

the chairperson in absent or incapacitated for any cause. 

(3)     Secretary. The Plan Commission shall elect, by open vote or secret ballot under sec. 

19.88(1), Wis. Stats., One of its members to serve as secretary. The Secretary will take 

minutes of the meetings or hearings. The Secretary shall forward copies of all information 

presented to the 

Commission to the town board. The Secretary will record all motions, seconds, along with 

the vote on all issues. The Secretary will forward minutes and recommendations to the town 

clerk. 
  

15.14 COMMISSION POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Plan Commission, under section 62.23(4), Wis. Stats., shall have the power: 

(1)     Necessary to enable it to perform its functions and promote town planning 

(2)     To receive from public officials, within a reasonable time, requested available information 

required for the commission to do its work. 



The Plan Commission duties shall be as follows: 

(3)     To promote land use planning in the town. 

(4)     Create and maintain an updated town land use plan, forwarding it to the town board for 

approval. 

(5)     Create and maintain an updated town-zoning map, forwarding it to the town board for 

approval. 

(6)     Review and make recommendations on land divisions as needed. They are responsible to 

see that request meet the goals of the town land use plan. 

(7)     Review and make recommendations on revisions to the town land use plan 

(8)     Review and make recommendations on zoning change request. Recommendations to be 

based on town land use plan. 

(9)     The Plan Commission shall prepare for adoption a comprehensive plan under sections 

62.23 and 66.1001, Wis. Stats., and follow the procedures in section 66.1001(4), Wis. 

Stats., and forward the plan to the town board for final adoption. 
  

15.15 COMPENSATION 

Commission members shall receive the following compensation: 

(a)     $20.00 per meeting per diem 

(b)     Mileage reimbursement at the rate the town has set 

(c)     Additional expenses may be covered but only with prior town board approval 
  

15.16 SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly declared that 

the Dewey Town Board would have passed the other provisions of this ordinance 

irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions may be declared invalid. If any 

provision of this ordinance or the application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, 

the remainder of the ordinance and the application of such provisions to other persons or 

circumstances shall not be affected. 
  

15.17 EFFECTIVE DATE 

Following passage by the town board, this ordinance shall take effect the day after the date 

of publication or posting as provided by section 60.80, Wis. Stats. 

 


