
1. How long have you lived in the City of Etna? 
 

 
 
 

 
Less Than 
One Year 1 to 4 Years 5 to 10 Years Greater Than 

10 Years 
Lifelong 
Resident 

Former 
Resident 

Not a 
Resident 

       

Total 
Responses 1 7 10 31 18 2 22 

91 
Percent of 

Total 1.1% 7.7% 11.0% 34.1% 19.8% 2.2% 24.2% 
100.0% 

 
  



2. What brought you or your family to the Etna area? 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Available 

Work Retirement Health 
Related 

Close To 
Family Recreation 

Always 
Lived in 

Etna 
Not 

Applicable Other 

        

Total 
Responses 18 6 3 19 4 11 6 25 

92 
Percent of 

Total 19.6% 6.5% 3.3% 20.7% 4.3% 12.0% 6.5% 27.2% 
100.0% 



3. If none of the options from the question above were applicable to you, can you share what brought 
you to Etna? 

 
1. Marriage 
2. Banker Ernie Smith had property for sale for my Dad 
3. Before living in Etna I lived in Fort Jones for about 6 years. I grew up in Medford and when I decided to leave the Rogue 

Valley, I put a perimeter around Medford and this is the first place that I found a home. I have no family here. 
4. I live on the salmon side of the mountain 
5. Work and rural lifestyle 
6. As someone who was raised in this area, I saw the beauty of the natural lands and felt called to maintain a presence here 

despite traveling the globe and keeping a residence in other areas. I would like to see the community continue to grow 
and welcome people from all walks of life with an open mind. I feel it’s important to cultivate a vibrant and diverse 
community. 

7. The moment I stepped in this valley I knew. The wilderness brought me here initially 
8. I own some property up French Creek, which It’s like part of Etna to me. I spent time on it often 
9. I'm regularly in Etna because of property managed elsewhere in the Scott valley. 
10. Friends and recreation 
11. SV resident Etna HS 
12. My family has been in Scott Valley since the 1850's 
13. The beauty 
14. My family moved here in the early 1930s 
15. Community values. 
16. No 
17. Affordable place to buy land. Best community around! 
18. And retirement, walkable town, culture, ok internet and cell service 
19. A change of scenery. 
20. Accessibility to the mountains and away from the bustle of the I-5 corridor. My family homesteaded Siskiyou County in 

1848. It was a life goal to move to the valley. 
21. My Family moved to Callahan Area, 35+ years ago, when I was 3 years old. 



22. Besides retirement - recreation in mountainous beautiful wilderness areas with lots of lakes, rivers, creeks, and small 
town life. No McDonalds or traffic signals. 

23. Close access to camping and Wilderness Areas 
24. I live in Scott Valley 
25. pastor and teacher 
26. Seemed like a nice place to live when my parents moved us up there. 
27. We go for some shopping and food. Martin's, Dollar General, Dottys etc. 
28. Opened a business within city limits 
29. Family background from 1852…. 
30. I do not live in Etna but in Fort Jones. I spend a considerable amount of time in Etna however and I’m interested in what 

the new plan will be. Our two communities work together!   
31. What it offered to raise a young family in a small community oriented beautiful location. 
32. We grew up in Happy Camp. We decided to come to Etna because it felt like Happy Camp was when we were kids. Lots 

of community involvement and wonder community. 
33. Parents purchased a ranch outside of Etna 55 years ago 
34. Quality of life, Great place to raise a family. 
35. We live in the Etna area (outside city limits) and moved here for the access to wilderness and affordable property values. 
36. When looking to buy a house we kept coming to Etna and liked it. So we bought the house and moved here. It was the 

first time we have lived inside the city limits. 
37. wanted to get away from suburbia 
38. Generational presence in Scott Valley 
39. Marriage 
40. Great place to raise kids 

  



4. Do you like living in or visiting the City of Etna and/or are you content with the way the city is growing? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Yes No Maybe Don’t Know Other 
     

Total Responses 
49 7 19 3 15 

93 
Percent of Total 

52.7% 7.5% 20.4% 3.2% 16.1% 
100.0% 

 
  



5. If you would like to share more information about how content you are about the growth of Etna, 
please be specific here. 

 
1. Not enough small industry 
2. I love this place and would like to see it remain small. 
3. I enjoy the rural aspect of living in Etna. Although it would be nice if there was more options and opportunities for children, 

toddler through adolescent years. I struggle to find a play group for my toddler, there is only the story time at the library 
and it’s not necessarily a play group. Also, it would be refreshing to see more diversity in the area. 

4. I think etna has room for some growth… but not too much. We wouldn’t want to loose it’s charm by outgrowing itself, or 
modernizing too much. Keep it local. Keep the chains away. But if possible make more entry level work opportunities for 
local people that are more than restaurants/bars. 

5. Maybe in the future the city could do things to make some money for itself we really on the government a lot and donations 
6. We don’t need low income housing and no homeless shelters or camping opportunity for homeless people. We don’t 

have the services they need and don’t need to add that type of service to our community. We need to have people 
contribute (having jobs, retirement, no wealfare income) to our community not come in and take from our community. We 
do not want homeless camps. 

7. I am happy that there is growth happening in our community. I think it’s incredibly important that this city is a welcoming 
space for small Business owners as well as residents. I would like to see the infrastructure of the town be developed in 
the way that makes the town more accessible to those who are walking and on bikes. I strongly believe we should have 
more and better side walks throughout the town, but specifically Main Street. It would also be wonderful to see a more 
decorative street light situation throughout the town, especially in areas near the edge of town that have yet to offer any 
street lighting at all. 

8. I am content that we don't have "big box" stores. That most of the economy is locally driven, but we need farms that 
produce food for the local area, for the schools/kids. We need compost programs and we need a greater level of self 
sustainably. 

9. It seems like it’s growing slowly. I am happy with that. 
10. I believe it's very important for the community to grow in a way that is culturally meaningful to its history. But also allows 

for important economic opportunities for the next generation. The area is renowned for the Scott river, and the Scott is 
critically important for coho salmon in the larger Klamath. Honoring the watershed's role for salmon, the ecotourism, and 
outdoor recreation industry is an important part of the future. 

11. I like living here, but there are some issues. 
12. Need a cafe for Breakfast 



13. Etna is turning into a mini Mt Shasta or Ashland. There are no affordable eating establishments anymore other than 
Dotty's. 

14. My husband's job brought us to the SV area but Etna's infrastructure, community, location, rural nature and watershed 
nudged us to buy a house and retire here. It's as close to perfect as anywhere can be. Maybe more small businesses 
and more mini homes. 

15. Wishing the spurt of new businesses a few years ago would keep the momentum! 
16. I love Etna but think there is more that could be done to support our town. Our roads are a mess and overall, things look 

shabby which shows a lack of pride. 
17. Formula business ban. Local minded economy. Environmentally conscious. 
18. New businesses in the last decade. watching the spring and summer parade of bikes and cars on hwy 3 coming into town 
19. Etna needs a public gym and community center gathering space, and extended/weekend hours for the library. 
20. Small town charm is on point. I worry about the elderly with the uneven sidewalks and the huge curb makes it hard for 

those who have disabilities to get around. No handy cap parking or a ramp to get to the sidewalk on main st. 
21. I love the town. Concerned about it growing too fast and becoming commercialized. 
22. Is it growing? 
23. The investments made by locals into local business is astounding. We have maintained our small town feel while providing 

top notch dining, and the art scene is taking hold again with the work of the folks reviving the Avery. 
24. Etna has shrunk, grown, shrunk, and grown over and over since I've been here - 14 years. 
25. I fear it growing and changing its historic small town feel and beauty, which is why we moved here. 
26. For such a small rural community, the services provided, Police, Fire, and EMS are unmatched making Etna one of the 

safest places to live in the country. 
27. Like it is now no bigger great restaurants and bakery plus coffee house and used items etc. Also massages nothing else 

needed 
28. Current growth is not forward thinking, there has been very little growth causing a decline in population. Encourage young 

families to move here. 
29. Living here to be in quiet, rural community. Greatest personal concern is the politically conservative viewpoints of the 

area, along with often open disdain for “flat landers and newcomers” 
30. I don’t want it to grow. I loved the way it was. It’s becoming too one family sided, and that saddens me. 
31. I love living here in Etna except for the smoke during fire season and the political climate is more conservative than I care 

for. 



32. Although I love living in Etna, I would like to see more affordable places to eat and shopping for groceries. 
33. Yes I love living here. But I do often have concern that we are not doing everything we can to keep Etna wonderful. We 

have lots of assets that don't get the love and attention they need to be kept up. 
34. The question above is two different questions with two different answers. Yes I like Etna and enjoy visiting Etna from my 

home three miles outside of town and no I don’t feel content with the way the city and the area is growing. I feel that 
recently the valley in general has experienced a period of growth that is faster than it has been in the past 50 or so years 
that I’ve been here. Although there are positive aspects of growth I don’t feel that Scott Valley can have an economy 
based on growth without destroying what makes the valley and the town of Etna what it is and what makes it special. 

35. Love working w/residents/friends that care about the growth and health of our community 
36. It's slow paced & less chaotic. 
37. We want enough growth to support economic vitality with small businesses etc, but don't want the personal small town 

nature to be lost and housing to become unaffordable for local people.  
38. Growth in recreation for youth activities like the skate park seems to have stalled. Also could stand for some mid range 

food options in the area. 
39. Personally, I am not fond of the "growth" of Etna. We choose to live here because it is a small town. 
40. There is no representation of indigenous people in Etna, this is concerning, that an entire race of people is overran and 

quietly forgotten. 
41. I would like to see Etna remain a small town with no growth. We are fortunate that we don't have to live like many 

Americans where developers rule where they live. Also, please stop anymore Big Box stores from coming to Etna. The 
Dollar General store is a travesty. If we wanted to live in a big town, we would live it Yreka, etc. Etna does not have the 
water to support any more growth. We live in Etna because it is a small town. Please keep it that way. 

42. The health and economics of any small town is complex, and this balance should serve the families and immediate 
community. I think the way the community is growing may be a challenge for the community that will be hard to reverse. 
I think there is a push to make Etna a destination place, hospitality based, which in itself is not entirely bad, but can get 
out of control very quickly, which will tend to highlight the needs of serving either the community or serve a tourist industry, 
which tends to make the community feel, well, less community and home. It is a delicate balance that should be looked 
at closely. 

43. Content with the fact that old building are becoming alive again. It's important to upkeep the old buildings in our historic 
town. 

44. I love the area, but the roads are in terrible condition. 
45. Living here yes. It growning, no. It had more stuff for kids to do many years ago. 

  



6. What is the most positive change the City of Etna has experienced in the time you have lived here or 
have been visiting? 

 
1. Improved water source 
2. I’m not sure, I’ve lived in etna for just a year. 
3. More opportunities, open mindedness and a nice amount of good quality food. Also the music festivals are great:) 
4. Individual small businesses 
5. PAL program and ordinances fixed so no more Dollar General type shopping or restaurant chain. 
6. By far the restaurants I can count on 1 hand. Denny Bar, Etna Brew Co, Farm House bakery, Mountain Healing Spa and 

a handful of others. Our community can thrive when we work together to welcome tourists. It’s been so great to see the 
increase in airbnbs and other short term rentals. I feel it’s great that we uniquely offer many lodging accommodations that 
are not owned by massive corporations. We should be supporting those in our community who want to build their 
businesses here. 

7. A shift to a more environmental/community approach. There are jobs and good/meaningful work being provided by 
dedicated organizations. 

8. It seems like the general population may be more tolerant than when I grew up in Siskiyou county in the 60s and 70s. 
Also, the etna farmers market 

9. Farmers Market, music festivals 
10. I really enjoy the food such as Denny bar. And the fact that I can walk around safely at night. It reminds me very much of 

growing up in the rural midwest. Local farming and ranching is really important and opportunities to create sustainable 
local businesses that provide farm to fork enterprises should be held to the highest regard. 

11. Free swimming, options for eating out 
12. Free pool days for the kids and SRWC's involvement in SV's ecology. 
13. Farmers market 
14. I am not sure much has changed over the past 35 years. The most recent change which I view as positive and negative 

is Denny Bar. I do love how much energy around the city pool there is. It is pretty cool that members of our community 
help pay so it our kids can swim for free. 

15. Revitalization of Main Street businesses 
16. Avery theatre being saved and soon to be fixed up. Skate park coming soon. Community space downtown. Events at main 

Park. 
17. Fuelbreaks and controlled burns around the community 



18. It is a very quiet place to live! 
19. Denny Bar, The Pub, hiking business, pastry shop, care for our watershed. 
20. New yoga studio opened. 
21. The events held by Denny Bar. 
22. Food and art 
23. The only real change are different business. 
24. The water tank/system upgrades as number one. I work in water and pay more attention to it than most. 
25. Tourism dollars 
26. The Etna Brewery - before Kit bought it... that was a golden era, The Denny Bar was a beautiful addition, 

Grainstreet/Farmhouse Bakery, Trails end Music Festival. 
27. The change in city leadership has improved things a bit - the Bakery and Denny Bar are both great additions, as well as 

the other small businesses along Main Street. The Scott River Watershed Council's purchase and development of the 
"Dotty's" corner, providing jobs and training and positive work in fisheries, wildlife habitat, improving wildfire resistance, 
etc. Creating space for the community garden and farmers market, the big annual trash and recycle event - all great stuff. 

28. Community Garden 
29. Denny Bar - Main street was practically dead. They invested in the community, they still are. They continue to provide jobs 

for local people and youth. 
30. Historically significant Buildings being restored 
31. More business downtown 
32. The vast improvements by Denny Bar and the Greek Othodox Church. 
33. Denny Bar and Etna brewery 
34. Rockside Ranchs contributions 
35. The ability to move forward and except change in a way that maintains our unique history and morals. Numerous events 

both historic and new i.e. concerts, PAL, and shows. 
36. Etna pool was added and many years later became free in the summer; Denny bar helped revitalize things, larger clinic 

services 
37. Everything Sparrow has done. 
38. The bakery and denny bar. Brewery already here 
39. I have really appreciated the fact that when older businesses close, the stores or businesses have not just remained 

boarded up, but new and vibrant businesses have stepped in. 



40. growth of businesses on main st, building a more vibrant downtown. 
41. Beautifully kept park, energy put into the wonderful public pool and it’s improvements. 
42. The new businesses have brought upgrades to the city both in bringing in visitors and definitely curb appeal. The campaign 

to revitalize the Avery Theater by a group of dedicated volunteers is bringing added attention to the city in a very positive 
way. 

43. I would have to say the fact it hasn’t changed for the worse; it has remained small enough there aren’t 4-way stops or stop 
lights. 

44. Denny Bar Restaurant 
45. More good dining, city park has improved much since 20 years ago, still safe 
46. The addition of the Denny Bar Restaurant and the downtown little park. 
47. Fun events on Main St. 
48. I think the habilitation of the Denny Bar building and the work that group does has been amazing for the city. The festivals 

and events are also great for the community. 
49. In looking back on my childhood, there were very few places for young people to get jobs. Now, as I teacher, I see many 

of my students working in the restaurants now available in town. That's a wonderful change. I like that there's a small but 
strong amount of tourism bringing people who travel, leave their dollars, and go back home. 

50. It’s difficult to pinpoint one single thing as the “most positive” change in fifty years. I will say that one thing that has occurred 
that has very reaching positive effects is the increase in law enforcement in the valley. I feel we are very lucky to have the 
quality of people that we have on our police force and that they are able to do the job they do. 

51. Helping families improve living conditions/ & helping local businesses thrive 
52. Having local services ie ; police, fire, Ambulance, & medical care. 
53. Wonderful restaurants, more businesses, more tourism 
54. The rural health clinic. Having a nice restaurant. 
55. Denny Bar for fine dining and celebrations through the year 
56. The owners of Denny Bar Company (Cole, Sparrow, India and Tricia) giving all the old buildings a beautiful remodel and 

making them looking amazing 
57. The mountains, rivers 
58. Limiting growth. 
59. The friendly people and the rural atmosphere. 
60. The investment in re-revitalizing the downtown area. 



61. I am grateful that Etna has grown slowly, being careful to preserve the character of a small community that most locals 
enjoy. Wonderful places such as Etna can get " loved to death " very quickly.  

62. Main street is bustling! There is more business that attract the locals to shop small and even for out of towners. 
63. The atmosphere. 
64. Restaurants  
65. Restraunt availabily 
66. Jobs have not been lost for current residents. Although not a lot of jobs have been created, the jobs that are hear have 

not been lost. That is a great thing. Etna also changed its ADU allowance which allows more people to find housing, which 
brings economic stimulation to Etna. The support of the new skatepark is also a great thing for the youth. I also appreciate 
the few big events that are permitted in Etna each year, such as the Music festival and the bluegrass festival. 

67. The most positive change has been new businesses such as the Farmhouse Bakery. They provide a place to meet up 
with friends and family and support a local business. 

 
  



7. What is the most negative change the City of Etna has experienced in the time you have lived here 
or have been visiting? 

 
1. Council doing stupid things 
2. Not sure 
3. Sometimes it can feel like so many of the businesses are alcohol focused. 
4. Dollar General coming in. Less Police, marijuana being grown in the City and the speed limit In town to high, should be 

15mph, someone’s going to get hit by a car if they don’t lower the speed limit 
5. The huge increase in political signage throughout the town. Nothing says TRASH like a Trump sign. It would be awesome 

if people were encouraged to refrain from posting political signs or vandalizing public property with political affiliations. I’m 
all about free speech and freedom to support whoever but it really sends a message of division when there are so many 
opposing political signs all over the place. 

6. A lack of support in creating compost and farms growing high quality food. 
7. This is not exactly exactly to the city of it, but to the whole of Scott Valley. That is lit adding organizations like JH Ranch 

and the the one out Kidded Creek expand. 
8. Fireworks 
9. I believe it's easy to be treated like an outsider, and sometimes nostalgic viewpoints aren't always best for the future 

generations to thrive. 
10. hard to find rentals 
11. There aren't any more affordable family eating establishments open after 6pm. If you want to go out to dinner in the 

summer, you'd better make a reservation because of all the tourists. 
12. Loss of Bob's Ranch House. 
13. Still see empty storefronts 
14. The aging streets and infrastructure. 
15. Property is being bought up by a handful of entities. Scary to think that a few entities will hold control of a lot of property 
16. Dollar General. 
17. The school board trying to authorize staff to carry firearms on campus 
18. none 
19. N/A 
20. I don't have any. 



21. Bad air quality due to summer forest fires.  
22. The loss of businesses on Collier Circle. 
23. Dollar general 
24. Dollar General.... I know it is an asset to some of our community, but I don't like the idea of more "big box stores" being 

added to our community., 
25. The way the Dollar General store looks - it detracts from Etna's unique small town appearance. I realize it has been a 

boon to people looking for inexpensive stuff, I just wish it didn't look like it does. 
26. Dollar General and Siskiyou Telephone buildings which do not fit with the historic nature of the area which is why we 

moved here 40 years ago. 
27. Bidenomics! Grocery prices & gas prices are sky high which especially hurts small rural communities. 
28. lack of activities 
29. The lack of ball fields for softball/baseball. Or basketball as well. Only place is the elementary school but hoops are pretty 

sad. 
30. The buying of small houses for AirB&bs 
31. All the bumps in Main Street 
32. Lack of spring/summer draws since COVID. The music/vendor booths were part of the charm. 
33. At no fault to Etna, the changes we have to abide by because of the state of California is challenging. Not having 

representation within the state is difficult. 
34. Loss of a pharmacy, fewer local businesses 
35. Erik left. 
36. They were trying a dispensary glad it was shut down. N/a 
37. Affordable housing has become increasingly scarce. 
38. The city's infrastructure is old and needs huge updates, underground water and sewer systems need overhaul. The 

downtown business district on main street has no charm or curb appeal, buildings, sidewalks, roads, street lights, parking, 
crosswalks, city buildings such as city hall, fire & police depts are old and out dated. Decline in young families. 

39. I enjoyed the yard waste collection at the city yard. Didn’t know about this years. 
40. People speeding all over town and the disinterest in the police prioritizing the problem dispite all the concerns and 

complaints. 
41. Unfortunately some of the old time residents are adamant about never wanting anything new even when the requested 

improvements would benefit the community. 



42. It’s becoming too focused on tourism that is bringing people in who want to settle here, seasonally, and change it from 
what it was that brought them here. 

43. Not sure 
44. Not sure how I feel about big groups buying up lots of properties in town and out (orthodox church, Rockside Ranch, 

Denny Bar, and esp JH Ranch entities in French Creek area) 
45. The closing of Bob's restaurant and the loss of housing. 
46. Growth of JH 
47. It feels like there is less community events that happen. Not even official events but activities where the community comes 

together. Dotty's used to have a evening music and activities, there used to be an adult softball group, dart nights at the 
bar. There is a little bit of that happening at the pub but it feels like there is less opportunities to just show up and be with 
each other. 

48. I think the drop in school enrollment from 30 years ago is the most negative change. When I was in school there were 
twice as many students in school. 

49. Decrease in long term housing, decrease in families with children. 
50. That the city invites hikers (off the PCT) in to town to pretty much do whatever they want. They lay around on the sidewalks 

with their backpacks and shit scattered all over, they hang out in front of almost every place that has free WiFi and are 
generally a pain in the butt. I realize they spend some money here and there and that helps a few local businesses but at 
the same time it deters regular customers such as myself and many other locals from visiting those businesses and 
keeping our dollars local. I think the city could manage that situation better. Kind of goes back to my previous comment 
about keeping Etna special. 

51. Cannot think of a negative change 
52. Too many Yahoo's from the outside, coming here and not coexisting. 
53. Fire seasons 
54. Impact of high use groups such as Kidder Camp and JH overwhelming local services and things like swimming holes etc. 

The very bright night lighting from Dollar General. stirage facility and clinic detract from the dark sky asset. 
55. Difficulties with educational leadership 
56. City people coming in and wanting to change things to be more like the city. I also hate the ugly dry lawns in town because 

of the strict water measures that have been put into place and seem unreasonable to me. Town people feeling regulated 
to not be able to water their landscape, it is so ugly! 

57. I witnessed several parades that had significant tones of cultural appropriation (i.e.,caucasian children dressed in Mexican 
costumes). The Etna rodeo opens with a 10-15 segment that promotes settler colonialism, land theft, and genocide on 
behalf of the american dream. It is unsettling each time I'm on the recieving end of the messages, especially when the 



Shasta people have been severed from their very home. A whole vibe of "get over it" is perpetuated here, and permeates 
into every corner of this area. 

58. Allowing Dollar General and other development along Highway 3. We do not want Etna to be like other towns in America 
that have strip malls, fast food joints. If folks from big cities move here and expect that, then they should stay where they 
came from. Etna is a historic town with a rich history in mining, ranching, and farming. Please keep Etna a very small 
historic town. The surrounding beauty of Etna should be the town's focus.  

59. We miss Bob's Ranch House. There is no place to have breakfast that has a family atmosphere. 
60. The disappearance of Bob’ Ranch House. Allowing the proliferation of abandoned and rundown residential properties. 
61. loss of bank, drugstore and medical center has a beautiful building but provides less services - particularly things that can't 

wait 1 week or more to get an appt requiring more use of yreka's urgent care. Loss of rental housing due to many dwellings 
being turned into short term rentals (investments) 

62. Things are pretty good here, I am grateful! 
63. Not necessarily a change, but more a lack of upkeep on the streets. 
64. Roads in poor conditions and garbage on the streets 
65. More theft. no longer feel safe leaving doors unlocked 
66. Less community, place for kids to gather, no gameroom anymore, movie theater not utilized 
67. I really don't see a negative change taking place, the addition of Pickle Ball at the tennis courts is nice, and more community 

events starting to pop up post covid. What is there to complain about. 
  



8. Do you think measures should be taken to preserve Etna’s character and environment? 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Yes No Maybe Unsure 
    

Total Responses 
75 2 9 3 

89 
Percent of Total 

84.3% 2.2% 10.1% 3.4% 
100.0% 

 
  



9. What aspects of the City of Etna would you preserve for the future? 
 

1. Small town beauty 
2. The History, the pool 
3. Small town community 
4. Local farm to table, family vibes, no big chains. 
5. Maintain, repair, have a plan 
6. The charm and hospitality out community has for visitors 
7. The Park, little league ball park, keep the same amount of parcels for City limits, keep the moratorium on building permits 

and and new sewer / water permits for undeveloped parcels. 
8. The historic buildings should be preserved and the prevention of large scale conglomerates bringing in trashy stores like 

dollar general, Arby’s, McDonald’s, etc. Independent owned Franchises are one thing, but can we keep the vibes a little 
more Aspen and a little less Yreka. 

9. No "big box" stores. No suburban sprawl, and that were mostly locally managed 
10. Small Town charm 
11. Historic buildings, lack of franchises 
12. Preserve the natural land and green spaces and water health. 
13. small-town friendliness, relatively small size 
14. History old families keeping our local ways. 
15. Avery theater, small town charm 
16. As much of the "Old Town" buildings as is reasonable, the welcoming atmosphere for the PCT folks and Dick Short, the 

park, the fire chief's hiking trails, our police, fire and ambulance service, Davie's and the other small businesses. 
17. The quaint look of Main Street 
18. Small town feel, safety from crime, work to keep Etna safe from wildfires 
19. Not grow it too big. Small is a virtue. 
20. Historic nature of downtown. Community values. Waving, smiling, and general friendly self policed atmosphere. 
21. Healthy forest ecosystems and working ag land 
22. Have one more restaurant 
23. Small local businesses, safe friendly environment 



24. Old buildings, city park. 
25. Small town walkability, historic character, no large franchises. 
26. Historic buildings. Affordability for long term locals, so they don't get priced out of their home. 
27. The view. 
28. Main Street historical buildings and sidewalks. Design standards for new construction would be a positive step into the 

future. 
29. The small town feel 
30. Keep reviving main street. Keep up the good work at our City Park, 
31. The unique ambiance - the community events (parades, street fairs, Martin's Experienced Items!) 
32. The historical, rustic/rural and small town atmosphere w/o diffusing it with "modern" type building. 
33. Small town and historic look. 
34. Its smallness, its openness to wilderness areas 
35. Swimming pool 
36. The big sidewalks and the old buildings 
37. The small town charm 
38. Morals, Historic roots, and rural living with essential services 
39. The old side walks and bldgs keep it downtown and local business 
40. Anything historical 
41. The natural beauty of the setting, small size of the town, lack of traffic problems, relative safety, and friendliness. 
42. Movie theater 
43. The historic buildings 
44. Buildings, murals, museum, and musical events. 
45. Locally owned small businesses. 
46. A welcoming and friendly community 
47. The inclusive, accepting, small community ranching and farming lifestyle that has always been at the core. 
48. The historic old homes, city park and downtown area. 
49. Main street, but could be spruce up a bit 



50. Good place to visit bc small town charm, quiet, little to no real crime, no homelessness 
51. Small town feel. Safety. 
52. Same as the above answer; it's character. 
53. The small town feel and the old buildings 
54. Our small town charm. People wave and smile! We have so many wonderful assets that think really contribute to a happy 

and health community. 
55. Farm land around the town, access to nature, etc. I think significant and purposeful steps need to be taken to ensure we 

don't end up with the drug issues and homeless population that Yreka has succumbed to.   
56. Western theme, small town vibe, historic homes and structures. 
57. The history and historic buildings. 
58. City Pool/Historical buildings 
59. Low population & the character of the existing buildings. 
60. It’s love of the mountains. Outdoor culture, music, art 
61. The swimming pool is an invaluable resource, small town nature. 
62. It’s historical feel while being welcoming. Serving locals as well as visitors. 
63. The small town feel of country life 
64. Accurate history. 
65. Historic Main Street and no new development. Leave that for Yreka and beyond. 
66. The rural atmosphere. 
67. the small town hospitality, friendliness 
68. Pleasure Park, JJ City Park and surrounding ball park and recreation area, rural health clinic, Avery Theatre. 
69. have services available locally that don't require a trip to Yreka 
70. It's pretty nice now, if I wanted more convenience, I would move to a big city.........Etna's simplicity is what makes it nice, 

and it is so nice to know your neighbors and have a sense of community. 
71. The history! 
72. The Christmas Tree and lights in the winter. The Etna City Park 
73. Avery theater and Main Street 
74. The rustic, rural surroundings, agriculture community support 



75. Etna is a green place. It is a place in the mountains. Keeping that feeling of an old mining town is authentic. Preserving 
the old buildings is a start.  

76. I would preserve the historic buildings on main street, especially the Avery Theater because it provides an invaluable 
venue for local arts.  



10. What aspects of the City of Etna would you change in the future? 
 

1. Better infrastructure 
2. Not sure 
3. More opportunities or ‘things to do’ for adolescent kids that are low cost or free. 
4. Improve grocery options 
5. More acceptance, embracing and empowerment of the local native cultures/communities, and ecologically thinking 

forward. 
6. Fix the water leak in a timely manner 
7. No low income housing. No homeless camps or camping, more police force so we have a town cop available 24/7 
8. I would like to see a sidewalk, cross walk, and stop sign added at the intersection next to Dotty’s and the strip mall. This 

area could be so fantastic and inviting for members of the community but it’s designed as a highway rather than a 
community gathering space, (despite the retail/commercial spaces,) and this creates a dangerous environment. 

9. This community would benefit from fresh perspectives and new ideas. There is money available to fund high-school 
compost/gardening programs. We need to be willing to work with people who don't think the same. 

10. Don’t know 
11. Public trails 
12. More water in the Scott River is important. 
13. somehow encourage more housing (in-fill? ADUs? regulation on short-term rentals?) 
14. Cafe 
15. Too many tourists, quit advertising 
16. More Mini houses. 
17. While not the city, I would like to see more open exchange of ideas without worrying that your views will be mocked 
18. More communication from the City on what is happening. 
19. Run the city government more cost efficiently and with common sense. 
20. No formula businesses. Keep publicly traded business out. Local minded and environmentally aware policies. A community 

food hub would be an amazing addition. 
21. More affordable housing, including multi-family units 
22. Bike repair shop 



23. High cost of living 
24. See above answer about library, gym, community gathering space. 
25. The sidewalk. 
26. More town events, more public socials sharing art, music, food and culture 
27. Workforce housing is drastically needed. Development of affordable housing for locals. 
28. I would love more individual business owners. Not just a few rich people that own multiple businesses or houses 
29. not sure 
30. I would love to see the empty shops doing business again. 
31. No more businesses being allowed to build w/o fitting into the historical atmosphere of the town (such as Dollar General 

and Siskiyou Telephone type buildings). 
32. I'd like to see City ordinances enforced especially when it comes to trash in yards, junk cars everywhere, falling apart 

houses, the trailer park on Callahan needs to be go away. I'd also like to see the speed limit changed and more law 
enforcement presence. 

33. fix up the downtown 
34. Love to see or actually not see the junk/waste/garbage around houses/yards 
35. Upgrade/ put in real sidewalks and fix the roads. 
36. more development within the residential and commercial areas following our general plan 
37. More down sized housing for older residents. 
38. N/a 
39. More affordable housing is needed. Also, I really miss Bob's Ranch House! We have some good restaurants in town, but 

there was something really special about Bob's. 
40. Rundown Infrastructure 

41. Too many Republicans!😐 

42. Fixing potholes, having police respond to citizen’s legitimate concerns about traffic by making a presence and consistently 
ticketing, not making excuses. Word would spread immediately and recklessness would stop before a kid gets killed. No 
excuses. 

43. Continue adding improvements to Main Street. 
44. More help for smaller less financially businesses to thrive, and require business owners to live in here and economically 

help support the community they are profiting from. 



45. Would like to see a little more lodging for travelers and possibly some sort promotion to attract more tourists. 
46. Affordable housing. 
47. Fix everything up, repair old buildings, open new businesses, plant trees and flowers 
48. I would love to see more community gathering opportunities and continued support to keep community assets in good 

order. 
49. I would like our Main Street and residential streets to continue to be "spruced up" and continue to offer opportunities for 

lot clean up. The junky homes bring down the general feel for all citizens, as well as tourists. Are there grants for such 
things? 

50. Main Street beautification with landscaped dividers every few parking spots for shade and appeal, light posts, a public 
parking lot. There is no continuity with the architecture. Having landscape peninsulas sticking out and lamp posts will unify 
the overall look. 

51. Prevent big companies that are allowed to move in here, like Dollar General and Shell Oil, from building whatever cheap 
and ugly building that fits their model and throwing up gigantic brightly lit signs that destroy the character of the town. It 
would take ordinances that specify what a building can or can’t look like. 

52. Upgrade Emergency/protection services 
53. Dedicated low density living. 
54. Build skatepark, create bike paths from ft jones to etna 
55. Loss of the local bank was a negative- need to maintain local services to the extent possible. 
56. Improved financial transparency and responsibility. Work towards attracting small businesses that improve availability of 

goods and services without needing to go out of the area as much to get them. Attract more employment opportunities for 
community members. 

57. The City of Etna should do the right and just thing of establishing relations and providing a seat at decision making tables 
for the Shasta and Karuk people who live in the area. Their knowledge matters. If there is an surplus land. considering 
donating it back the Shasta people, so they can own a scap of their ancestral homelands. DO YOUR PART politically, to 
right historical wrongs. 

58. No Big Box stores. Etna has all the stores it needs and do not annex more property for development. Development is the 
death of small town. It leads to more people and then the small town values are gone forever. Just look at the rest of 
America. If people want a store on a every corner, let them move to Medford. 

59. Wouldn't change anything. 
60. More emphasis on historic building preservation. Create or improve camping facility at JJ City Park to increase short term 

visitor opportunities. Improve or establish public restroom downtown. Provide grants to residents to either remove or 
improve dwellings in the city and emphasize pride of ownership. Encourage local civic organizations to provide assistance 



to residents unable to maintain their properties. Encourage housing development of ADU’s where possible. Encourage 
absentee owners to maintain vacant properties. 

61. The emphasis on "destination" city rather than a nice small to live in 
62. Maybe fix the big potholes in the road. 
63. In my opinion, it would be great if there were some grants and help to keep and preserve these older buildings, sometimes 

the owners can't afford to do upgrades that will help these buildings stand structurally. Like roofs, foundations, and 
concrete/rock/brick work. 

64. Beautification of downtown: hanging baskets in the summer. Bike trails throughout the valley. 
65. Bring in some kind of businesses that have jobs that can support families. 
66. Less liberalism, and more old way of doing things 
67. I think a skatepark could be a great change for the town. It would mostly benefit the youth who are so phone addicted 

these days. It is nice to provide something kids can do on their own with bikes, scooters, skateboards, or rollerblades. I 
wish the city would step in and assist in securing funding for this project.  

68. I would love to see sidewalks and other structures that are getting old be fixed up. 
  



11. How would you describe the City of Etna to someone who has not visited the area before? 
 

1. Beautiful rural area 
2. Quiet and rural 
3. Great people, tight knit community, beautiful country, and ethics, but don’t talk about politics or environmentalism. 
4. Friendly clean outdoor recreation 
5. I try not too but heaven 
6. Small mountain farm community. Don’t come here to change it. Like what we have or leave 
7. Pastoral and deeply connected to nature. There are treasures to be found but you might not find them in plane sight. 
8. Last bastion of real living. A gem outside time. Rivers and mountains! Good hard working people, real salt of the earth 
9. A nice small town set in a wonderful environment of the natural world 
10. Quaint, conservative 
11. A rural community with a strong history of outdoor recreation, family farming and ranching, an important stop on the Pacific 

Crest trail, and opportunities to be a special place for people to visit and enjoy the surrounding wilderness. 
12. tiny rural town surrounded by awesome mountains 
13. Small awesome town 
14. Cute little town, but turning into Mt Shasta 
15. The best of rural small town America. 
16. Typical small, foot of the mountain community 
17. Small town in a beautiful Valley, close to the mountains. 
18. Small town like Mayberry. 
19. A hamlet oasis from the modern world. Kindness as a shared virtue. Clean water and easy access to explore nature. 
20. Small rural community with beautiful surroundings 
21. It is like living in Mayberry (Andy Griffith Show) 
22. Friendly, rustic, peaceful. 
23. Charming, small, destination, hub for nature adventure. 
24. Peaceful mountain town. 
25. I don't. It's a secret. Let them find it and figure it out on their own. 



26. A tiny rural town on the edge of nowhere, surrounded by beautiful mountains & vibrant green fields. 
27. Idyllic rural America 
28. Small and quaint 
29. small and beautiful, nestled within so much wilderness and open space. 
30. "You won't believe this is California!" 
31. A beautiful small old town surrounded by amazing and gorgeous mountains, Wilderness Areas and ranch land. 
32. Quiet, safe, great people, amazing place to raise a family. 
33. Quaint Mountain Town 
34. A nice little small town in a valley surrounded by mountains. 
35. A visually beautiful landscape. 
36. Our very small, peaceful, Western town surrounded by mountains. It appears that everyone knows each other. It's in the 

most beautiful valley in the world!! 
37. Very charming rural town with friendly people and good places to eat where you can even get fresh baked bread. 
38. quiet, safe, small rural town with many activities and services to enjoy 
39. Switzerland. 
40. Wonderful going back in time 
41. Rustic 
42. This is a small town with a big heart. 
43. Small town America, that functions 20 years behind current times 
44. Small town with a heart. Example, D. Small. 
45. Quiet at night, friendly safe neighborhoods, proximity to fishing, birding, backpacking, camping. Beautiful areas of 

backcountry just out of town. PCT through hikers from all over the world. 
46. A friendly small town in the most beautiful valley in the world! 
47. I’m not sure…. I don’t want to bring more people here, because they could change it from what I love.   It’s God’s country 

and I want to keep it that way. 
48. A quaint, quiet small town in a beautiful setting on the edge of the wilderness. 
49. Historical 
50. Quaint small town nestled up against beautiful mountains in a valley bordered by 3 spectacular wilderness areas 



51. Beautiful and friendly. 
52. It's a beautiful area that still has wide open spaces. I love the ranch/farm feeling of the place and the mountains and 

forests. The City of Ena is quaint and friendly. 
53. A beautiful mountain town! 
54. A wonderful little town where all are welcome. You can find unique local shopping and dinning stops while you explore 

one of the most beautiful places in California. 
55. A tiny town with a ton of character, many good eateries, fresh air, quiet, and peace. 
56. Quaint, quiet, a place to get away. 
57. A nice small town full of great people surrounded by beautiful scenery. 
58. Beautiful country, caring community, safe environment 
59. Fish bowl living with mountain views 
60. Full of artists, musicians, creators, surrounded by majestic wilderness and mountains 
61. A resilient small town. 
62. A beautiful, town with a friendly community, tucked next to expansive National Forests. Quiet and safe without ostracizing 

visitors or new residents. A town that many people would love to move to for its lower stress environment if they don’t mind 
the lower availability of usual needs. 

63. It is a very old fashioned conservative lifestyle, if that is not something that you enjoy, it is probably not for you. 
64. An old pit stop for miners, murderers, and US sanctioned indian hunters. 
65. A quaint little historical town surrounded by natural beauty including 3 million acres of wilderness. 
66. If you are looking for the big city then you should stay where you are. This is not the place for you. 
67. Etna is a pleasant, welcoming place to enjoy a small town experience with the necessary amenities to meet most needs. 
68. A wonderful small community, family orientated, hardworking friendly people who appreciate the quality of the outdoors 

and having a safe healthy community. 
69. A gem! It's a small gem, but it's the community and the landscape that is so beautiful. 
70. Friendly, easy going, but still has things to do. Farmhouse, Avery Theatre, and Restaurants 
71. Quaint and beautiful but not much going one. Surprisingly good restaurants. 
72. Rural close knit community 



73. Trapped back in time where people still wave to you on the highway, surrounded by forested mountains, fresh air, fresh 
water, wildlife, nice people, a small but valuable restaurant scene and a few annual authentic community celebrations 
where roads get shut down and fireworks get lit by hand. 

  



12. Would you like to see more residential development? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Yes No Maybe Unsure Other 
     

Total Responses 
21 23 25 14 8 

91 
Percent of Total 

23.1% 25.3% 27.5% 15.4% 8.8% 
100.0% 



13. Please elaborate on your thoughts about the residential development.   
 

1. Not until the infrastructure can handle it 
2. More development would tax the road and water infrastructure which I feel is at its limit now. I don't really want to see it 

grow too much. Bigger is not better.  
3. There needs to be more options for rentals. Some people do not want to or are not capable of buying a house, although 

they want to live in a city like Etna. So the lack of rentals prohibits the growth and diversity of the community. 
4. Maybe a tiny home community. No apartment complexes 
5. People in the area really need affordable homes. There seems to always be a need for rentals. 
6. Maybe grant money for restoration 
7. They is a demand to be in Etna and not enough rentals= equals high rent. 
8. We don’t have enough public utilities as it is. Less water to use and less sewer space for any growth 
9. We need housing desperately. We need work force housing. It’s clear as day. The businesses that do exist here face a 

huge challenge of having to bring people in and find housing for them which is almost impossible. The alternative is that 
the locals who don’t have deep pockets will all be bought out and probably some will end up living on the side of the 
mountain in Yreka. We need affordable housing for our existing community members and the workforce that we’re bringing 
in. Private and maybe wealthy individuals should be able to build what they want on their land but outside of that we need 
to have affordable housing for the incoming workforce. 

10. I know we want to hold on to our little city To keep it the same as it was a hundred years ago, but times are changing. It's 
worth exploring, but we should be very careful that we don't become gentrified by wealthy investors that don't actually 
care about our community 

11. I just don’t know if there are the jobs to support more residential development 
12. No sprawling development. 
13. Residential development needs to be carefully considered in a way that doesn't sprawl to dramatically. There should also 

be more effort to fix the existing footprints and less attractive parts of the community. Local storefronts and businesses 
have incredible potential. 

14. thoughtfully, carefully, with safeguards, keeping negative ramifications and tools to control them in mind 
15. Keep our SV plan. No break up smaller 40 acres 
16. Property owners should be allowed to build, but we don't need low income apartments built by the city 
17. Mini affordable homes. 
18. I think Etna needs to live within its means. Do we have enough services to build more houses? 



19. Depends on what the residential development is. 
20. Growth an development must be well planned to preserve our values. 
21. Lower income families cannot afford to rent, and middle income families cannot afford to buy homes here. Increasing 

affordable housing stock will allow more families to afford to live here, send their kids to school here, and support local 
businesses. 

22. Part of what makes the area great is it's low population density 
23. Nice homes with a homey style. 
24. I am too new to the community to make an opinion for now. 
25. Housing is in great need, we need affordable housing for residents, and by the looks of it, people need safe housing. 
26. People need affordable residential. Concerned about loosing the character of the town, and inflating prices. 
27. Depends on what it is. 
28. Housing for locals first to stand up the working class and create a viable workforce for local businesses. 
29. More affordable housing, just not apartment buildings 
30. I would hope whatever is built fits the existing look and feel of things. 
31. Urban sprawl destroys beautiful and unique historic towns. 
32. Etna does not need affordable housing. Etna needs to clean up some of the houses that we have. 
33. An important balance between preserving historically significant and affordable housing without going to extreme 
34. we need to fix up what we have. 
35. Alot of properties need help cleaning up. Especially with a majority of the population being elderly, free and easy removal 

of "junk" I think would be best. Maybe a sign yo sheet for certain addresses for only a certain amount of time. Like 1234 
Main St gets trash/junk picked up and hauled from 8AM-9:30AM and so on and so forth. 

36. One of the biggest complaints is not enough housing 
37. Of be great if there were a few more houses/apartments to rent. No big developments though. 
38. I would like to see more residential development as long as it meets the growth values wished by the constituents. 
39. Would like to see development to help seniors and senior related services. 
40. We need more variety of housing and more modern/efficient housing. We have an aging population. 
41. We need more affordable housing, but I would not want to see a lot of subdivisions go in here. Many places that could 

have been homes have been turned into airbnb's. That's probably good for tourism, and certainly good for the owners of 
those properties, but it takes homes off the market. 



42. Added single family housing 
43. Only if it doesn’t change the character of the town. 
44. Perhaps more rentals that are affordable for working families. 
45. More housing possibilities for those that need financial help. People employed in minimum wage positions can not afford 

to live here. 
46. I would prefer people stop using limited housing for AirBnBs and us it for rentals to help the young families needing it. 
47. I like the fact that it is a small town feel. I don't think that the resources here in the valley would be enough for a residential 

devlopment. 
48. I would like to see slow growth, not large suburbs. 
49. I'd like to keep Etna small, people can visit. 
50. I think there is plenty of room to develop out side of the city of limits, but I also think there are opportunities to clean up 

and renovate already existing structures. 
51. I think that clean, safe rentals are something that build our community but the laws in CA do not support landlords renting 

to long term tenants. I would like to see some of the houses in disrepair that are vacant renovated for long term tenancy 
and if there was funding/support/assistance for that, I'd love to invest in that way in Etna. It is a risk for a landlord to rent 
to long term tenants, but if there were incentives to do so to help mitigate that risk, I'd be much more interested in investing 
in a property for long term tenancy. 

52. Concerned about two story structures, such as condos, going up. Concerned about modern housing that doesn't fit into 
the craftsman and Victorian homes. I would like to think that any private developer who is local would care, too, but costs 
might steer them to make basic homes that are just like any other town. It would be the first thing you see when you come 
into town, so it affects the feel for everyone. 

53. The small town atmosphere is one of the things that makes this community special. More housing, more residents, more 
traffic, more crime, etc. doesn’t help preserve anything that is unique in Etna. 

54. Would like to see some more clean up of existing area 
55. Once you start pushing growth. It has yet to end well. 
56. Development means loss of land. I’m not opposed to more people, just don’t want more building 
57. Need to snsure affordable, but decent quality, housing stocks for the new generation. Would not like to see a bunch of 

vacation homes, VRBO etc- these detract from the community. Some housing for aging would be valuable. Housing should 
be developed within Etna's current footprint, rather than "suburbs". 

58. Residential growth in the region is definitely higher in demand. Care does need to be taken to preserve the old town feel 
but improve availability for housing. It seems there are many properties not being used that are being held off the real 
estate marketplace. 



59. I don't mind a few house for people to rent because their seems to be a lot of short term rentals and not a lot of long term 
rentals. I would be saddened to see a lot of new developments popping up. 

60. Absolutely no more residential development. More residents will destroy Etna. There is plenty of residential development 
in other places in CA and beyond. Why destroy Etna? Etna is a very unique little town. More Big City people will ruin it. 

61. we need housing for families that want to live here, not more B&B's 
62. Etna should concentrate on infill and rehabilitation of existing properties including AD Units where possible. 
63. Should match our limited water supply 
64. Every community has a natural capacity, limited by jobs, water, land, etc,. If it grows, those resources can become out of 

balance, when communities grow , you get more traffic, need to build more infrastucture, more water, etc. then the health 
of the community can diminish. 

65. I feel that is a fine line question. I feel that if someone owns land that wants to build new, then it's their right. With that, I 
also agree with most that live in Scott Valley that viable farm/ranch land needs to be preserved. Farmers/ranchers feed 
America, we can't take that land away just to build housing. If there is property that isn't stable enough for farms or is just 
too small to make a difference, then building residents can also be good for growth of our community. Families need 
homes to live in, and town needs families to stay prosperous. 

66. I would like the homes we have taken care of before adding residential development. 
  



14. If you would you like to see more residential development, what type of new housing opportunities 
do you think would best benefit the community? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Single-Family 

Dwellings Duplexes Triplexes Multifamily 
Apartments 

Accessory 
Dwelling Units 

Affordable 
Housing Other 

       

Total 
Responses 28 3 1 8 9 15 12 

76 
Percent of 

Total 36.8% 3.9% 1.3% 10.5% 11.8% 19.7% 15.8% 
100.0% 



15. If the housing options you feel are needed and didn't see it in the previous question, could you please 
share your thoughts? 
 

1. I think it’s important to incorporate all types of housing. Some people prefer apartment/duplex living while others really 
need a single family housing situation. I personally live in apartments in Etna with my three children (single parent) and 
we struggle with the apartment situation and really need a single family home but can’t find one. I have considered leaving 
the area because of this difficultly. 

2. Tiny home community 
3. Assisted living Housing for elderly population 
4. No expansion of City Limits and added parcels 
5. We need work force housing. We could greatly benefit from a new apartment complex, a handful of duplexes or triplexes, 

and some single family homes. We need a mix of new housing options for this community. 
6. Sustainable tiny homes 
7. It's so important that housing remains affordable, given the average household income, creating apartments or owner 

owned condos, as well as multi-family units provide opportunities for the next generation to become homeowners. Tiny 
homes would also be possibility. 

8. these are set up so you can't check more than one :/ ADUs, infill single family and duplexes, and maybe small apartments 
9. I wouldn't want to limit the size of development. Just good quality buildings. 
10. Unsure. I think it is good to have affordable housing but worry of what quality of resident this would bring in. 
11. Sustainable living sanctuaries. 
12. More of all types of housing, but especially affordable multifamily (apartments, duplexes, triplexes) 
13. No huge ticky tacky developments built to be marketed outside the community. Build to meet the needs of the community 

as they arise. 
14. Also multifamily apartments, but with an eye on design standards 
15. In the current economic climate, it's difficult to imagine much growth in this area, but if there is growth, I would hope it is 

reasonably affordable for new families starting out. 
16. IF residential growth is needed I would only approve of single-family dwellings on good sized minimum size lots/acreage. 
17. Retirement or rehab facility is needed (The Greek Othodox has one planned) 
18. Both single family and apartments 
19. Nothing free. SF dwellings no project type. 



20. I think that all of the above could benefit Etna, but new buildings should be secondary to renovating the old, defunct ones. 
The key is keeping the charm and sprucing up what we have, first, I think. 

21. We need some entry level housing that would still be comfortable for a new family or young couple. Single story duplexes 
could be beautiful. I suggest a mixed community of small (1500sqft) sfh and single story duplexes. 

22. More rental options might be helpful 
23. Mother in- law units 
24. Renovate and update existing houses instead of new construction 
25. Elderly units. 
26. Don’t need new construction. Focusing on small businesses to improve employment opportunities without causing 

resource scarcity. 
27. No new housing or residential development. 
28. Encourage in-fill of vacant lots. 
29. When it comes to housing, or development, it is usually driven by money (not entirely bad, just a fact) and sometimes the 

health of the community isn't always taken into consideration. As far as affordable housing, this is also a very complex 
issue, as usually it involves the government, more taxes, etc. when one of the roots of unaffordable housing is our 
government keeps printing money and when the affordable housing comes along it usually isn't that affordable. I am not 
heartless, and I know that there is a lot of people that mean well, but there are a lot of unintended consequense's that will 
follow low income housing. 

30. Something like the condos/apartments on Collier but updated. 
  



16. Would you like to see more commercial development? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Yes No Maybe Don’t Know Other 
     

Total Responses 
21 23 32 10 4 

90 
Percent of Total 

23.3% 25.6% 35.6% 11.1% 4.4% 
100.0% 

  



17. If yes, what new retail businesses and commercial establishments would you like to see in Etna? 
Please be as specific as possible. 

 
1. Small restaurant. Like Bobs. 
2. Kids hands on museum, clothing and household options. 
3. Co op 
4. Cottage industry, small businesses 
5. Lodging accommodations, restaurants, dispensaries, spas, art galleries, bars, lounges, grocery stores, and more. 
6. Locally owned and ran. NO corporations!! No Walmart or billonar tycoon.  US, WE THE PEOPLE OF SCOTTVALLY 
7. Showcase for local grown and crafted products 
8. Businesses that rely on outdoor recreation, local food, and local industries in the outdoor space. Such as jobs in forestry, 

fuels reduction, fisheries, and the growing environmental the growing environmental economy. 
9. Cafe breakfast 
10. Affordable family restaurants 
11. We need to encourage small businesses. A community composting project, a mill to make use of the logs that need to be 

removed from the forest. 
12. A general store that sells pillows, jeans, household items…. Not another dollar general!! 
13. Again depends Don’t want a Walmart. No. Local produced and family run businesses. Yes. 
14. A farmers co-op and bulk food hub. Keeping everyone from driving to Medford. We live in a lush agricultural based valley 

and we need better access to local food. More art, music venues, and healthy activities for young adults. 
15. Restaurants (especially more cultural variety in food), pharmacy, Corrigans :) 
16. Bike shop 
17. Shops of all types. Kind of like Ashland. 
18. Gym. Sit down breakfast restaurant. 
19. Community commercial kitchen. Multi purpose activity center large enough to host educational workshops, yoga, dance 

or fitness classes, a gym room to stay fit.   As far as the retail shops, there isn't many (if any )building unoccupied for 
expansion. 

20. Again, build business to meet the needs of the community, focusing on the character, culture and livability of the community 
commercial viability is necessary, but not the primary focus. 



21. Nothing industrial. 
22. Fairchild clinic expansion, other fuel options, 
23. A really good breakfast place. 
24. Only those dedicated to the history of Etna and the mountains/wilderness around it and built to fit in with the historical feel 

of the town. 
25. It depends on what it is. It would be nice if we had a local bank here. 
26. Unsure 
27. I'd love to see more restaurants and fresh grocery options. Denny bar has dominated most of Main Street. While their 

buildings are beautiful, food is over priced for the quality. And with rays being the only place to buy fresh produce and 
meat, and it isn't the greatest of quality. Would be nice to see a butcher/meat market. And then also maybe another mom 
and pop shop for breakfast? Bobs was wonderful when it was here. 

28. fitness center, small manufacturing, and local business 
29. More family owned business and less chain stores 
30. Restaurants. Healthcare providers. 
31. As I said earlier, I really miss Bob's Ranch House restaurant! It would be great to have something like that again. A music 

store would also be awesome, but we probably don't have enough population to make that a viable business here. 
32. Do not allow big box stores or large corporations, do not let scott valley turn into Yreka! Develop a charming small town 

feel that people will want to visit. 
33. Costco 
34. Depends….perhaps a good basic coffee shop ( old Bob’s Ranchhouse style) 
35. Additional dining opportunities. Another grocery store 
36. I would there to be equal opportunities and not a family monopoly. 
37. Businesses oriented toward attracting temporary visitors such as outfitters offering backcountry adventures, lodging, an 

art center and gallery, maybe even a golf course. 
38. Trader Joe's :) 
39. As I said in other questions, affordable eateries (not fast food) and affordable grocery and clothing shops. 
40. I think we can utilize existing buildings. 
41. I think commercial development has to be very thoughtful because part of our charm is that we don't have a walmart in 

the middle of town. But also for the community to grow the businesses also have to grow. 



42. Agribusiness center to directly assist ranchers and farmers in achieving profit or completing the loop in farm-to-consumer 
processes, some government headquarter to bring in professional families or provide local professional opportunities, and 
pro shooting range, archery range, or paintball/airsoft course that attracts out of town money and provides jobs. 

43. Small specialized businesses that draw revenue to our area. E.g. jerky processing, chocolate specialties, 
44. Gym facility, bank, a sit down breakfast option 
45. Mid-range dining (pizza place, comfort foods, nature focused services, breakfast options, food options every day of the 

week that is less expensive, increasing hospitality options seasonally, transportation seasonally, resume the phone service 
installation plan for the Etna Summit trailhead area to improve safety and access to town, improve entertainment options 
in town, increase technology access at better value, full recycling plan, improve weekend postal service, add community 
gatherings. 

46. If I wanted convenience, I would move to a larger city. The value of Etna is that it goes at a pace that values personal and 
community interactions. 

47. The lack of places to shop or get services can be annoying, but a trip to Medford its. Giftshop, weekend services (pedicure, 
massage, etc) actual bank! 

48. If there were any new devlopments it would be best if they were locally owned and benefited the community directly. 
  



18. Do you feel the City’s parks and recreation opportunities are adequate for the needs of the 
community? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Yes No Maybe Unsure 
    

Total Responses 
40 25 20 6 

91 
Percent of Total 

44.0% 27.5% 22.0% 6.6% 
100.0% 

  



19. What type of recreation opportunities do you think should be developed? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior 
Center 

Covered 
Swimming 

Pool 
Youth 

Facility 
Walking & 
Running 

Trails 
More Parks More 

Playgrounds None Other 

        

Total 
Responses 11 6 17 17 5 0 10 23 

89 
Percent of 

Total 12.4% 6.7% 19.1% 19.1% 5.6% 0.0% 11.2% 25.8% 
100.0% 



20. If there is something you would like to see not covered in the last question about the types of 
recreation facilities, could you please share your thoughts here? 

 
1. Also year around pool 
2. Pickleball Courts 
3. I think they all would be beneficial 
4. Maybe a maintained restricted camp area only for pct hikers 
5. Mountain bike trails 
6. Community fitness center order workout equipment would be awesome. Improvements to existing parks and more parks 

and walking/running trails would be amazing. 
7. Adult workout spot at the park 
8. Indoor pool, senior center 
9. More access to Green spaces, in the valley, such as River access, and hiking trails, and places to get outside and really 

enjoy the nature and Wildlife that surround and come into the valley. 
10. Community soccer field so the high school doesn't have to hold their games at the junior high 
11. Skate park for the kids. 
12. Skate Park. Youth game and movie nights. 
13. & youth facility / little league park / pleasure park cleaned up 
14. The city should buy the little park next to the hardware store! 
15. Public gym! YMCA, etc. indoor exercise options especially for winter/extreme weather. 
16. A multi purpose building to hold classes that's energy efficient. 
17. Parks and recreation can always be improved. 
18. As these options are funded by the general fund. While grants like OGALS are an attainable reality, the maintenance costs 

are not without local tax a measure. My "None" answer above is related to this concern. WIthout feasibility studies and 
voter support, any new recreation facilities would take much needed funding from roads and police. 

19. The question above should be multiple choice. I'd love to see more outdoor trails as well as a youth facility 
20. Walking, running, and horseback riding trails. Nice lighted tennis/pickleball courts. 
21. It would be nice to have more put into our park, upgraded playground equipment. 
22. Pickleball courts 



23. We need parks that can accommodate children/adults with disabilities. Such as wheelchair bound individuals. 
24. I'd like an indoor recreation center because of weather. 
25. Why can't we pick more than one? Walking/ running trails and a health fitness center would be great! 
26. Development of the park to include pickleball, amphitheater, and support of the PAL program in creating a safe place for 

our youth to go. i.e. skatepark, youth center, and indoor athletic facilities. 
27. More trade-school oriented learning opportunities 
28. Both senior center and covered swimming pool/heated/heated swimming pool, access to gyms that could help with fitness 

during cold winter months 
29. Senior and youth center. 
30. Event center or large meeting area sort of like the big banquet room in bobs miss the band and dance night 
31. A fitness center or somewhere to work out 
32. Small skate park 
33. Maintain the existing, like the tennis court. 
34. Fix up the Little Lot again so it’s attractive to visitors. 
35. Dog Park 
36. In addition to a youth facility, it would be nice to have a covered pool and additional walking and running trails. But Etna is 

perfect the way it is too! 
37. Skate/Bike park 
38. I wish the last question from a checkbox :-) I think we are really lacking senior center. I also think it would be wonderful to 

connect the seniors to the youth. They have so much knowledge and skills they could share. I would love to see the pool 
covered and utilized year round as well. 

39. Sprinkler park on main Street with a neutral color design, and a main street park where things actually happen, like music 
or performances, to bring money directly to businesses and give people a reason to "hang out" and enjoy main street. 
People need to spill out onto main street and socialize and spend money. Our city park is beautiful, but it is too far from 
downtown to have the benefit I am talking about. The Bluegrass Festival having Friday night on Main Street, for example, 
creates opportunities for everyone. 

40. I think our community does a great job at being creative with what we already have in place. A community center for 
multiple events could be helpful. 

41. Anything to keep our youth off the self destructive lifestyle. 
42. Bike trails through Scott valley! 



43. More playgrounds, public gym 
44. Camping outside of town, entertainment/employment opportunities for young adults/teens, 
45. I just feel like the restrooms in the park we have should be open to residents that are using the park. What is happening 

with the skatepark? 
46. Need more parks and walking/ running trails. 
47. Improve overnight short term camping opportunities at the park. Create walking tours of Etna emphasizing the historic 

points of interest. Create a multi purpose community and senior center meeting space. (Maybe the vacant bank building.) 
48. It's pretty balanced, out greatest resource are the outdoors. 
49. Something more for the kids! The skate park idea is great and would be an awesome addition to the park for our youth. 
50. All of this would be great, but realistic??? An skate park and ice skating rink would give 
51. A skatepark for the youth. 

  



21. Do you have safety concerns? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Yes No Unsure 
   

Total Responses 
27 57 5 

89 
Percent of Total 

30.3% 64.0% 5.6% 
100.0% 

  



22. If you answered yes in the last questions, could you please share your thoughts? 
 

1. Better intersection and lower insurance rate 
2. I do NOT want to make etna sv area attractive to transient/homeless/ drug oriented populations 
3. Many transient coming in and drug cartel. No squatters, no tolerance for trespassers, We need more Police to keep them 

out. 
4. Fire safety. We should harvest the timber to create a 200 foot wide tree free zone around the city. Or at least thin it where 

we can. 
5. Fast drivers 
6. Safety in the community is very good, especially considering how different things are along the I-5 corridor. It's very 

important that it stays this way. 
7. Quicker response. More officers SV. 
8. I have to lock my car now when I run into Rays to protect my possessions 
9. Other than rise is theft and homelessness 
10. New additions to Etna PD have shown to be aggressive and much less friendly. 
11. I do not feel my kids will be safe at Etna schools if staff carry firearms 
12. The roads needs to be repaving a lot of pot holes plus street signs put up 
13. Wildland fire 
14. The curb and sidewalk, 
15. Not presently, but as communities gain more exposure, that generally means increased crime and safety issues. 
16. I appreciate what the City and the Town of Fort Jones have done with our PD in recent years. My family and I feel truly 

safe at home. 
17. Main Street's "inverted speed bumps" and potholes cause drivers to swerve to miss them, endangering other vehicles and 

pedestrians. 
18. There is a serious lack of things to do for teenagers so sometimes local children parks are used for activities. I've found 

broken glass alcohol bottles and marijuana at some of the local okay areas for kids. 
19. But I have friends that have safety concerns. 
20. Theft is becoming a major issue 
21. Do not allow homeless issues into Scott Valley, support law enforcement, ambulance, fire, control drug use, do not allow 

weed dispensaries or commercial cultivation, keep the "Woke" agendas out! 



22. Police not prioritizing traffic coming into town on highway 3 and throughout neighborhoods and Main St. 
23. Drivers not following speed limits and ignoring school zones. 
24. Lack of real police patrol of speeding. 
25. I worry about fire protection. 
26. I feel very concerned about the crime from Yreka seeping over into the Valley. 
27. We have homeless hitch rides to Scott Valley, and law enforcement is quick to respond and send them back over the 

mountain. Other than drugs, I feel we are doing better than most in safety. 
28. I have experienced direct racism at Rays market on several occasions, my children experience institution racism, bias, 

and oppressive treatment at Etna Schools. 
29. With more Big City folks moving in, crime is up and needs to be suppressed. Drug houses need to be cleaned up. 
30. The only thing I can think of is speeding down main street. Maybe a simple fix could be a couple speed bumps. There are 

plenty of kids running around and they don't always look both ways. There are a few residents that cruise way too fast 
and if a kid ran out, it would end very badly. 

31. Etna still seems safe, but I feel that theft has been a problem 
  



23. Do you feel the City’s roads and sidewalks are adequate for the needs of the community? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Yes No Maybe Unsure 
    

Total Responses 
29 45 16 1 

91 
Percent of Total 

31.9% 49.5% 17.6% 1.1% 
100.0% 

  



24. What transportation improvements are most needed in the community? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Mass Transit Sidewalks Street 
Maintenance 

Bicycle 
Lanes 

Accessibility 
Improvements 

Senior 
Shuttle Other 

       

Total 
Responses 5 9 38 7 4 16 8 

87 
Percent of 

Total 5.7% 10.3% 43.7% 80.5% 4.6% 18.4% 9.2% 
100.0% 

 



25. If there are other transportation needs not listed above that you would like to see, please share. 
 

1. Fixing the roads should be the first thing we do before trying to grow. They are really bad 
2. Sidewalks, bike lanes, summer trolley from the top of salmon and back? PCT Hikers accommodations. Free bikes 

available for residents. 
3. Bike lanes, running trails 
4. It's a small enough community that walking around and biking is it possibility. Supporting those types of transportation 

really help people experience what the town has to offer. 
5. Both mass transit and senior shuttle 
6. Fix potholes for the love of god. 
7. Public bicycle hub 
8. Bike lanes between major destinations (schools, downtown, parks, pool) to keep kids safe when riding. Also more frequent 

mass transit, and sidewalks connecting all residential and business areas. 
9. Affordable public transportation connection to Ashland 
10. SB1 funding does not provide much for Public Works street maintenance. STIP, RTIP, ATP, and other funding pots can 

be difficult to program. I would like to see a local tax measure to bolster the streets budget and form a preventative 
maintenance program for those streets that are able to be saved. Many have fallen to a rebuild/replace pavement 
condition index. 

11. Availability of hitching rails, etc. in town for those wishing to use equine transportation either by riding and/or by 
buggy/carriage. Having adequate space for them to safely travel on our public roads would also be a positive 
improvement. 

12. The City needs to fix the streets and reduce the speed limit. 
13. I find as residences age that need transportation provided  
14. Senior shuttles and decent sidewalks 
15. Some streets are beautifully maintained, like Scott St., others are a mess of potholes. 
16. It would be beneficial to be able to check off more than one answer: sidewalks, bicycles lanes, accessibility improvements, 

and senior shuttle are also needed. 
17. Speeding 
18. Since I could only choose one above I would add accessibility improvements. 
19. The senior shuttle is a good idea too, it would only let me pick one 



20. The streets should not be pitted with potholes they way they are and the sidewalks need to be wheelchair accessible. It 
is such a missed opportunity with the sidewalks- they need to be accessible, and it's terrible that they aren't. They are not 
easy for moms with strollers! We need to build what will attract our ideal citizens- families! A senior shuttle is an obvious 
win for such an elderly-heavy community. 

21. Street maintenance is often a problem in many communities. I understand the challenges. What street wouldn't love 
having their own sidewalk. An organized group to help with the transportation needs of elderly community members. 

22. Bike paths throughout Scott valley! 
23. Sidewalks. 
24. Repair and expansion of sidewalks (link businesses at north end of Collier Way), Main Street repair, improving visibility 

for intersection of Diggles St/Main St., added busses/new options for shopping accessibility, 
25. Most of the streets are badly in need of maintenance. Rough spots and pot holes are getting bad. 

  



26. The General Plan process will involve specific topic areas. Please indicate the specific topics that 
you or your household are specifically interested in. Please select all that apply. 

 

 
  



27. Please indicate the specific topics that you or your household are specifically interested in that were 
not addressed in the previous question.  

 
 

1. The town of Etna does great first responders, Amb. All of SV needs to help or belong to an and pay for services. Like with 
life flights. 

2. Local food 
3. A plan in place to preserve our town’s integrity no more dollar general type influx 
4. More help for the elderly 
5. Elder care/continuum of care home 
6. Keeping the night sky. 
7. Repairing the impacts of historical trauma on the first peoples of the Etna area. 
8. The water system is inefficient, poorly maintained and should be addressed before limiting water use. Long ago etna was 

more appealing when yards were watered and if has become expensive 
9. Light pollution 


