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Growing up in California, as I
did in my childhood, my
understanding of water rights
was shaped by the stories of
the water rights owned by
large family farms, rights passed
down from generation to
generation.  One only has to
watch the movie, Chinatown, to 
understand the private nature
of water rights in California.  I
would argue that a movie like
Chinatown could not be made in
Wisconsin.

  Even now a battle rages in
California over farmers’ rights
to water over the protection of
an endangered species in the
Sacramento delta region.

  So, when moving to Wisconsin
and getting involved in the Lake
Leaders Institute when I moved
here, we were schooled on
Wisconsin’s legal history in
defining the Public Trust. 
Simply put: the Public Trust
Doctrine , based on State
Constitution and further
qualified by case law and
statute, declares that all
navigable waters are

"common highways and
forever free", and held in
trust by the Department of
Natural Resources.

Over time, as we have
learned how groundwater
affects navigable waters, and 
how human populations
affect groundwater, the
Public Trust Doctrine has
broadened to  include rights
to water quality and
quantity, not to mention
recreational activity and
scenic beauty.

When push comes to shove
—namely in the courts—
the public’s rights trump
riparian's rights.

 I know some people get
concerned over what seems
to be a growing list of
regulations affecting riparian
owners like us: NR 115, Act
9 from last year regulating
fertilizer, Adams County’s
Shore land ordinance, etc.

Coming from California I
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 Each Spring we acquire 
approximately 2 bags of
barley for every riparian
owner. When in the
water the barley  helps
control the filamentous
algae, that green, slimy
stuff that hangs in the
water like gauze.

We’ll be delivering these
bags to you in April or
May.  Ideally, these bags
should be suspended in

the water so that half the
bag is still in the air.

We would also appreciate
it if  you would
remember to take the
bags out before you shut
down for the fall.

In the past the Board has
asked for your opinions
on the impact of this
program.  We currently
budget 700 dollars a year

for this program. 
Knowing your thoughts
helps us for budgeting
purposes for 2011.
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PMLD

Call to order—Certification of meeting notice - Approval of agenda - Approval of
minutes from 2/20 meeting - Treasurer's report

 Old Business
 Committee reports (Grant, LAG, Fish Stocking, Chara, Pier, Audit)
 Laptop projector purchase

       Status on bid submissions
 New Business

 Spring Preparation
 Buoys
 Lake inspection
 CBCW kickoff

 Aeration update/ system tour
 Board member recruitment
 Lake alliance news
 Other Communications
 Next meeting/ Adjourn

 Adjournment

Proposed Agenda for Next Meeting
 Saturday, 4/17/2010   9 AM  at Boondocks on CTY G
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