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3. Community Parks.  In addition to the facilities discussed above, Community Parks often include 
bathrooms, off street-parking and multiple active use areas such as basketball courts, tennis 
courts, pickleball courts, baseball fields or soccer fields.  Community Parks are generally twenty-
five acres or more. 
 

4. Natural Area.  Natural Areas may be established to conserve woodlands, floodplains, prairies, 
steep slopes, and wildlife habitats.  Improvements may include off-street parking areas, hiking 
trails and mountain bike trails. 
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2.5 FUTURE LAND USE 

According to the 2023 Comprehensive Land Use Plan, future land uses will generally follow 
existing land uses within the existing development areas.  In the future development areas land 
uses will include: 
 

1. To the southeast, near the State Highway 35/64 interchange, future development will be 
mixed use. 
 

2. To the northeast, future development will be predominantly industrial. 
 

3. To the east, southwest, west, and northwest, future development will be predominantly 
residential. 
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2. Lack of a sidewalk on Acorn Lane and Oak Street from Montag-Calleja Park to Sunrise 

Drive.  This limits pedestrian access to Montag-Calleja Park. 
 

As new development occurs along the perimeter of the Village, sidewalks and trails must be 
provided within the developments and must connect to existing sidewalks and trails. 
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6.1.10 VETERANS PARK 

Construct paved trail from picnic shelters to bathroom to memorial and 
basketball/pickleball courts.  Resurface basketball court and replace bathroom pavilions. 
 

6.1.11 WHISPERING PINES NORTH AND WHISPERING PINES NATURAL AREA 

Maintain as-is. 
 

6.2 NEW PARKS 

As shown in Figure 1, and discussed in Chapter 4, existing development areas are generally well 
served.  However, if land becomes available that would enable the Village to improve park 
availability, particularly land along the Apple River or other environmentally sensitive areas, the 
Village should consider acquisition on a case-by-case basis.     
 
In certain cases, particularly where the new development area is well served by existing parks 
and/or the land is generally not suitable for parkland, the Village may permit developers to satisfy 
parkland requirements by paying fees-in-lieu.  The Village Board should take care not to accept 
fees-in-lieu when it would leave a neighborhood underserved by parkland.  
 
The following specific parkland needs are noted in future development areas: 
 

6.2.1 EAST FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AREA 

This area includes the expansion of River Hills and development around the State 
Highway 35/64 interchange (some of which would require annexation).  These areas are 
a significant distance from existing Neighborhood Parks.  Therefore, a Neighborhood Park 
is desired in this vicinity.  In addition, Mini-Parks should be provided within one-quarter 
mile of all residential units.  
 

6.2.2 SOUTHWEST FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AREA 

This area includes the expansion of Somerset Meadows around the School District of 
Somerset Campus.  These areas are a significant distance from existing Neighborhood 
Parks.  Therefore, a Neighborhood Park is desired in this vicinity.  In addition, Mini-Parks 
should be provided within one-quarter mile of all residential units. 
 

6.2.3 NORTH FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AREA 

This area includes expansion of the Village to the north (some of which will require 
annexation).  These areas are a significant distance from existing Community Parks.  
Therefore, a Community Park is desired in this vicinity.  In addition, Mini-Parks should be 
provided within one-quarter mile of all residential units. 
 

6.2.4 DOG PARK 

Determine a location and construct a dog park.  Location is the most important 
consideration when planning a dog park. An ideal location is an area situated off to the 
side and preferably towards the back of the community. Dog parks do not necessarily 
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6.3.3 PLANNED 

As new development occurs along the perimeter of the Village sidewalks and trails must 
be provided within the developments in accordance with Village Code 14-1-55.  These 
sidewalks and trails must be extended to connect to existing sidewalks and trails which 
will, from time to time, require extension of sidewalks and trails along existing roadways 
or in easements dedicated for this purpose.   
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7.1.4 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 

As part of a broader plan to redevelop an area, the Village can use tax increment financing 
to assist with parkland or trail acquisition and development.  There are some limitations to 
what revenues from a TIF can be used to pay for, generally the cost of constructing public 
buildings, such as restrooms, cannot be funded with TIF. 
 

7.1.5 NEW DEVELOPMENT PARKLAND DEDICATION  

Village Code 14-1-81 requires parkland dedication as a condition of new development.  In 
general, development of new parkland beyond site grading is the responsibility of the 
Village although this can be negotiated as part of the Development Agreement with the 
developer. 
 
In certain cases, particularly where the new development area is well served by existing 
parks and/or the land is generally not suitable for parkland, the Village may permit 
developers to satisfy parkland requirements by paying fees-in-lieu.  The Village Board 
should take care not to accept fees-in-lieu when it would leave a neighborhood 
underserved by parkland.  
 

7.1.6 NEW DEVELOPMENT SIDEWALKS AND TRAILS 

As new development occurs along the perimeter of the Village, sidewalks and trails must 
be provided within the developments in accordance with Village Code 14-1-55.  These 
sidewalks and trails must be extended to connect to existing sidewalks and trails that will, 
from time to time, require extension of sidewalks and trails along existing roadways or in 
easements dedicated for this purpose.   
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APPENDIX A: Park Maps 
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APPENDIX B: Community Survey 
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Memo

To: Public Works Committee

From: Charles D. Schwartz

 Subject: CORP Public Input Survey

Date: June 12, 2024

This memo summarizes the Public Input Survey that was completed for the Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) update.  The survey was posted on the Village and School District
websites.  Two hundred forty-two (242) responses were received.  This up from 51 responses
that were received 5-years ago.  A copy of the survey results is attached.

My summary of the survey is as follows:

1. We received a pretty good distribution of responses, as shown in Question #1.  Eighty
percent (80%) of respondents live or work in the Village.  Nearly 60% have lived in the
Village for more than 6 years.

2. Sixty-nine present (69%) rated park as Important, Very Important, or Extremely
Important.

3. Three parks including Larry Forrest Memorial Park, Veterans Park, and Village Park appear
to get the most use.

4. More than 50% of respondents visit Parnell Prairie more than 5 times a year.

5. The primary reasons people use the parks is to enjoy the outdoors, walk/bike, and to use
the playground.  The majority of respondents are of the opinion the parks are well
maintained.

6. Several amenities were desired.  Multiuse pedestrian trails (57%), splash pads (47%),
indoor aquatic center (45%) and more playgrounds (41%) were the most popular.  Dog
parks (21%) and pickleball courts (28%) were less desirable than I anticipated.

7. A slight majority do not want a dog park in the Village.  For those supportive of a dog park
identified La Grandeur Natural Area as the preferred location.



MEMO
June 9, 2024

Page 2 of 2 G:\08\08783\08783105\Documents\Survey
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8. Seniors and people with disabilities are the groups people feel are the most underserved.

9. Respondents would like the village to invest and maintain existing parks and build major
new facilities rather than acquire natural areas or develop additional parks.

Recommendations:

1. Consider reserving a portion of TID 5 for a future dog park.

2. Current budgets appear sufficient for maintenance work.  Consider putting away
additional funds for future park improvements.

3. Consider posting the updated Village Parks Map (to be updated with this CORP Update)
prominently at Village Hall and on the Village Website.

4. Consider standardizing and installing wayfinding signage to direct users from main
roadways to the parks.

5. Consider standardizing and installing monument signage at all parks/natural areas.

6. Consider focusing major near-term efforts on Larry Forrest Memorial Park, Veterans Park,
and Village Park.
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APPENDIX C: Sidewalk and Trail Maps 
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