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Spiritual Gifts
“…from whom the whole body, joined and held together 
by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part 
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love…

      Ephesians 4:16 
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Spiritual Gifts
How is the church designed to function?

1. The church is a body – Rom 12:4-5

2. Within the body exists diversity – many parts and 
different gifts – I Co 12:12, Rom 12:6

3. At the same time, there is unity – one body, one 
Spirit, one Lord – Eph 4: 4

 



Spiritual Gifts
What makes ministry effective?

Ministry is effective when every believer uses their gifts 
in the power of the Spirit for the building of the body in 
submission to the head – Jesus Christ.
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Observations about spiritual gifts

1. God wants us to know about them – I Cor 12:1

2. Every believer has at least one gift – I Cor 12:7

3. Spiritual gifts are not human talents but 
supernatural effectiveness in a specific area of 
service – I Peter 4:10

4.The fact that you have been given a gift does not 
mean that you are proficient at it or even that you 
know you have it – 2 Tim 1:6.
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Observations about spiritual gifts

5. Many areas of gifting are, at the same time, 
commands for everyone (i.e., evangelism or 
giving). 

6.Everyone is commanded to use their gift to serve 
and build the body. 1 Pet 4:10

7. When all believers use their gifts, the needs of the 
body are met. Eph 4:12-13, 16
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Spiritual Gifts
Observations about spiritual gifts

8. If the needs of the body are not being met, we 
must look for the cause in one of two places.
a. The members of the body have lost connection with the 
head. Col 2:19

i. Through sin
ii. Or seeking their own interests

b. The members of the body are not serving according to 
their gifts

i. From fear or lack of faith
ii. Because they are serving outside the area of their 

gifting

 



Spiritual Gifts
Observations about spiritual gifts

9. Although everyone receives at least one gift at 
salvation, and these gifts are sovereignly given (I 
Cor 12:11), we are encouraged to pray for gifts that 
are currently missing in our area of the body (I Cor 
14:1, 13).
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Spiritual Gifts
What spiritual gifts are given to believers?

There are four main lists of gifts in the Bible. 

1. I Cor 12 and 1 Cor 14
2. Romans 12:3-8
3. Ephesians 4:1-16
4. I Peter 4:7-11
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Spiritual Gifts
What spiritual gifts are given to believers?

Some people include up to three more gifts that are not 
directly in these passages, resulting in 24 total.

1. Celibacy (I Cor 7:7)
2. Prayer (James 5:16-18)
3. Suffering (Phil 1:29)
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Spiritual Gifts
How do you discover your spiritual gifts?

1. Engage in service and try a number of different 
things.

2. Notice areas where you experience God’s power 
and see results.

3. Listen to what others say.
4. Notice what you are drawn to – what gives you joy 

and what do you naturally lean towards.
5. Pray that the Holy Spirit will show your gifts to you.
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Spiritual Gifts
We must always watch out for two dangers

1. Comparison – “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” (I Cor 12:15-20)
Answer?  God arranged the members exactly as he desired.  
You were created with a certain gifting which others need.

2. Independence – “I have no need of you” (I Cor 12:21-27)

Answer? You were created with certain weaknesses.  The rest 
of the body has gifts that you need.

 



Spiritual Gifts

Spiritual gift inventory 

 



Spiritual Gifts

What does it look like when people serve together 
according to their spiritual gifts?

 


