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Testing the Spirits

In the same space where the Spirit speaks, you can also

hear the voice of your old nature and the voice of the
enemy.

Because of that, you can be deceived by:

]. Satan — 2 Cor 11:3, 14, Rev 12:9
2:SIn=Rom 7:11, Heb 3:13

3.Self — Gal:6.7, Jer:17:9, Obadiah 1:3
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Testing the Spirits

Knowing this you should always...

1. Test the spirits — | John 4:1 (reject everything that is
not from God)

2. Not quench the Spirit — | Thess 5:19-22 (accept
everything that is from Him)
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How? - by using the Nine Signs of the Spirit:

1. Does this spirit acknowledge Jesus as the son of God?
(1John 4:2-3)

2.Does it acknowledge Jesus as Lord (I Cor 12:3)
3.Is this true? (John 16:13)

4.ls 1t initotal agreement with Scripture? (2 Tim 3:16)

5.Does it bring life and peace? (Romans 8:6)
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How? - by using the Nine Signs of the Spirit:

6. Does it bring the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, self-
control)? (Gal 5:20)

7. Does it bring freedom? (2 Cor 3:17)

8..Is it confirmed by other Spirit-led people? (Eph 4:3-5)

9. Is this:spiritually wise even though it may-appear
foolish to the:world?-(1-Cor.2:6-16)
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YOUR WILL AND THE SPIRIT

Over time we begin to recognize the voices because

each of them has typical characteristics. Think about
how each of these voices sound:

1. Satan
2. Self (the old nature)

3. The Holy Spirit

Keep these characteristics in mind as you evaluate what
you are hearing.
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To catch the full impact of what he is saying we need
to understand two more Greek words.

1. repinatette = peripateite = walk or live

Galatians 5:16 "So | say, live (walk) by the Spirit and
you Will not gratify the desires of your sinful nature.”

2. otoynw = stoicheo = keep step

Galatians 5:25."'Since we live by the Spirit; let us
keep in step with the Spirit...”
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“So | say, live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the
desires of your sinful nature.”

What the What the
flesh desires Spirit desires

l \ / Fruit i)f the

Acts of the phicd
sinful nature - pirit
Gal 5:19-21 B My will — Gal 5:22-23

For thesinful hature desires what is contrary to the Spiritand the
Spirit what is contrary:to.the sinful nature. They:are in conflict
with each other, so that you do nhot do what you want. But if you

are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
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Practical Implications

1.

2.

This is not a one-time event. | must choose to submit my will to
him over and over every day.

The focus is on individual steps. He makes a step, | make one as
well. These steps are often small and | don't necessarily see
where they are going.

Walking in the spirit is not complicated and brings much
freedom. Our responsibility is just to keep in step with him - his
responsibility is to change us and take us in the right direction.

The fruit.of the Spirit is a natural outgrowth of this way of
living:=lf we don't see the fruit it is an indication that we are not
walking in the Spiritix\We need to solve the problem by
addressing the cause, not just trying to change the symptomes.
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A warning

If we do not respond to the work of the Spirit by
obeying him, he is grieved. Because we are ighoring
him, he ceases to speak, move and empower. Eph 4:30
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My will and the teaching of the Spirit
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Personal Response

In prayer turn your attention to the will of the Spirit
and listen to his voice. What steps of obedience does
he want you to take in the next week? Write these

down.
Are these steps attainable and possible for you to do?

What will be the result if you act on these instructions?

What willkkeep you.from doing them?



