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6th September 2022
Téna koutou e te Rangatira

Thank you for your time to read our submission request to change the laneway known as
Fraters Lane to Te Ara Tangata.

The Iwi Town Centre Working Group ((hereby referred to as the TCWG) have been working
along side council staff since 2014 with the upgrade of the Waikanae Town Centre.

Part of this development was to focus on embedding Whakarongotai Marae within the town
centre, through celebrating its history and heritage, cultural practices and unique identity.

Below is our story, history now, outlining the reason for our submission.
WHAKARONGOTAI MARAE

Whakarongotai marae holds a special significance for Ati Awa within the Kapiti District. It is
our remaining marae and has been the focal point for iwi activities since the late 1800's. It is
beleived the original meeting house was moved to its current site by bullock from Tuku Rakau
native village which was located within the Greenaway Road, Puriri Road and Waikanae Awa
(river) area.

In 1952, seven prominent iwi women living in Waikanae were appointed as founding Marae
Trustees. They were known as Paioke Eruini, Wikitoria Jenkins Ropata, Haua Matenga Baker,
Sylvia Rangiauahi Tamati (nee Mitchell) Teiaroa (Ada) Ropata, Pahemata Pirihana Erihana
(Aunty Polly) and Tere Rauara Parata.

From the late 1960’s, the Horowhenua County Council began aquiring Maori owned land
under the Public Works and Town and Planning Acts to develop the Waikanae shopping town
centre. The Maori owners objected to the taking of this land. In 1970 the original right-of-
way from the State Highway 1 to the marae was changed from vehicle to pedestrain-only
access by Horowhenua County Council.

In 2014 the Town Centre Woking Group (TCWG) was established to work alongside Kapiti
Coast District Council as part of the Kapiti Coast District Council’s work to make
improvements to the Waikanae town centre.

TOWN CENTRE WORKING GROUP
In 2014 the Town Centre Woking Group (TCWG) was established to work along side Kapiti

Coast District Council as part of the Kapiti Coast District Council’s work to make
improvements to the Waikanae town centre.

There were four iwi members mandated to represent Ati Awa, Tracey Morgan, Rawhiti
Higgott, Simone Smith and Ann-Maree Ellison.
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April 2018 saw work begin on the construction of a cultural thread. These works focused on
better intergrating the town centre with Whakarongotai Marae, and embed the cultural
identity, history and heritage of Te Atiawa ki Whakarongotaiin the Waikane area.

The opening of the cultural thread was celebrated on the 1st August 2018 with a blessing of
the new paving design outside the gates of Whakarongotai Marae.

Iwi and council have worked together on the cultural thread project, one of the many stages
of planned improvements for Waikanae town centre.

The cultural thread aims to recognise the history of our people and to better integrate the
Waikanae town centre with Whakarongotai Marae. A significant aspect of the cultural
thread is the paving design — Te Ara Tangata.

This cultural thread has many embedded components acknowledging the history of our
marae.

TE ARATANGATA
Cultural thread paving design

The pathway ‘TE ARA TANGATA' is very significant to iwi and hapt because it is the route from
the marae to Ruakohatu whanau Urupa (cemetery), which is located next to St Luke’s Church
on Pehi Kupa Street.

Te Ara Tangata reflects our history and connects our marae to the Waikanae Township.

The paving design acknowledges the history of the marae and the many people of our iwi,
hap and hapori (tribe, sub-tribe and community). It reflects the original patikitiki wallpaper
designs and stained-glass windows within the meeting house, and visually connects the marae
to the urupa.

Within te ao Maori (the traditional Maori world view) the design also represents purapura
whetl (myriad of the stars). “Those that have turned into stars, glimmering in the night sky
and watching over us.”

Purapura-whett is encased within patikitiki (the flounder), which symbolises favourable
conditions, and harvests, good fortune and abundance. It is said that when the stars in the
sky are in a formation, it is the right time to go and catch flounder. Ma muri ka tika a mua,
ma mua ka tika a muri.

The triangular chevrons can be interpreted as not only a waka (spirit medium of an atua),
but also the tip of the hoe (used to row or paddle waka) on the voyage. The paving also
includes the lashings and whakairo (carved ornamentation) found on the side of waka.
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The waka can be interpreted as either facing the marae or journeying away from the marae
to Ruakohatu urupa (cemetery).

Designed and named by Tracey Morgan, in collaboration with the Iwi Town Centres Working
Group we acknowledge the Kapiti Coast District Council for helping bring TE ARA
TANGATA'’ to life.

SUBMISSION

We have asked to present to your meeting a request to change the name of Frater Lane to Te
Ara Tangata as this reflects our history and connects our marae to Ruakohatu urupa.

As mentioned earlier the pathway ‘TE ARA TANGATA’ is very significant to iwi and hapu
because it is the route from the marae to Ruakohatu whanau Urupa (cemetery), which is
located next to St Luke’s Church on Pehi Kupa Street.

To this day we still carry our tipapaku(deceased) from marae down this laneway, across what
was State Highway 1 to Ruakohatu Urupa. It is the last journey of our departed.

Attached to this submission are letters of support from Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable
Trust Board, Waikanae Marae Reservation Trustees, Takamore Urupa, and Ruakohatu
Charitable Trust (urupa)

We have also engaged with the building owner and have his support too.

We hope that this submission has provided the context and history of our request and that it
will be carefully considered. We would be very happy to answer any questions prior to the
WCB meeting to make better use of your time and will also make ourselves available for any

questions at the meeting.

E mihi ana ki a koutou
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By,

Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable Trust Board

10 Parata Street
P O Box 509
Waikanae 5036

26 o nga ra o Hongongoi 2022

Téna ra koutou nga kaiwhiriwhiri o Te Atiawa Town Centres Working Group. Anei ta
matou tuhinga ki te tautoko, ka tdatia ki te ingoa hou Te Ara Tangata. Nei ra te mihi
ngakau ki a koutou md ténei mahi Rangatira.

Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Letter of Support — Te Ara Tangata

On behalf of Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable Trust Board, the Mandated Iwi
Organisation, we extend our formal support to Te Atiawa Town Centres Working
Groups (TCWG) application to change the named pedestrian laneway from ‘Fraters
Lane’ to ‘Te Ara Tangata’.

From the late 1960s, Horowhenua County Council began acquiring M&ori owned land
under the Public Works and Town and Planning Acts to develop the Waikanae town
centre. The Maori owners objected to the taking of this land. In 1970, the original
right-of-way from Whakarongotai marae to State Highway 1 was changed from a
vehicle to a pedestrian-only access by Horowhenua County Council. Thereafter,
Council named the accessway Fraters Lane after a Doctor in Waikanae. The name
‘Frater Lane’ has never held any cultural significance to Whakarongotai marae and

mana whenua.

The paving design that now sits on this pedestrian lane was recently named ‘TE ARA
TANGATA'.
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0GP

P e
Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable Trust Board

This cultural thread pathway reflects our history and connects our marae to the
Waikanae Township. The paving design also acknowledges the many people of our
iwi, and the community, and holds cultural significance for hapti and iwi as the Pathway
from the marae to our sacred Ruakdhatu whanau urupa (cemetery), located next to
the historic St Luke’s Church on Peehi Kupa Street, Waikanae.

Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Trust Board endorses the renaming of this historic pedestrian
accessway to Te Ara Tangata’

Please contact the undersigned for any further information.

Na reira, Kia Piki Te Ora,

B e

André Baker

Chairman

Atiawa ki Whakarongotai Charitable Trust
M: 0274 918 916
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10 May 2022
Téna koutou katoa

Whakarongotai Marae Reservation Trustees fully support the application to change the
pedestrian laneway name from ‘Frater Lane’ to ‘Te Ara Tangata’.

Whakarongotai Marae holds a special significance for Ati Awa and all people within the Kapiti
district. It is our only remaining marae and has been the focal point for Iwi activities since the
early 1880’s. The name ‘Frater Lane’ has never held any cultural significance to the marae and
mana whenua.

This letter was endorsed at the Marae Hui a Marama on Sunday 8 May 2022 by the following
marae reservation trustees: Lois McNaught (Chairperson), Sandra Edwards (Secretary), Brenda
Tuuta (Treasurer), Hauangi Parata, Les Mullen, Albie Ellison, Joe Love and David Tawhai-
Bodsworth.

N3ku noa, na

/%W’ e

Lois McNaught, Sandra Edwards
(Chairperson) (Secretary)
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25 August 2022

Téna koutou katoa.

| am writing to confirm the Takamore Trust unanimously supports the application from the iwi
Town Centres working group, to change the pedestrian laneway from ‘Fraters Lane’ to ‘Te Ara
Tangata'.

Naku noa, na

Ben Ngaia
Chairperson
Takamore Urupa Trust
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