
      

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rule Changes 
As of the 1st August 2024 

 

PROPOSED RULE CHANGES for RULES & REGULATIONS 
To come into effect 1st August 2024 
Any comments on these changes are to be sent in writing to: 
General Manager, Gemma Clarke:   manager@aqha.com.au by the 17th of January 2024. 
 

Definition Nominee   add “Affiliate”  

Rule 1.5 - State Shows drug testing. 
1.5 Other Testings Drug testing is mandatory at State and National Quarter Horse Championship 
Shows being, one halter and two performance classes. 
 
Rule 6.2 added new “Novice Amateur & Novice Youth” 
6.2 A Novice Amateur, Amateur, Select Amateur exhibitor must be a financial member who holds a 
current Amateur/Select permit to gain points from Amateur/Select classes and the Novice Youth and 
Youth exhibitors must be a financial Youth member to gain points in Youth classes. To apply for an 
Amateur/Select Amateur Permit the individual must hold a current individual Life or Full 
membership. An Amateur must hold a current Amateur Permit prior to exhibiting at a show. 
 
Rule 6.3 added new “Novice Horse” 
6.3 Novice Horse - Any horse that has not gained 20 or more points in any of the disciplines in Trail, 
Western Pleasure, Hunter Under Saddle, Western Riding, Reining and Ranch Riding (refer Rule 66 for 
more information); 
 
Rule 9.6.1 - All applications for Foundation Recording must be accompanied by a  copy of the horses 
Certificate of Registration from ASB OR ASHS and a copy of all genetic tests results that the horse has 
on file. 
 
Rule 10 e) Tests MYHM/MYHM (afflicted) to MYHM unless gelded or surgically spayed.  
Re- letter order following letters after (d) from e)as above thru to k) accordingly. 
 
Rule 11.4 c) Will be required to complete further colour genetic tests and the results will be 
recorded. 
 
Rule 12 Any breeding Stallions and mares bred after the 1st August 2024 must have results on file for 
OLWS (if applicable), HERDA (if applicable), HYPP (if applicable), PSSM1, MH, GBED and MYHM for 
progeny to be eligible for registration. 
NB: if breeding Stallion or Mare are deceased, resulting progeny will be require to be tested. 
 
Rule 12.1 be amended to include the following dot point – if the horse tests positive to deafness. 
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Rule 12.1 d) be amended to – Any stallion that applies for IBF, from 1 August 2024, must complete a 
PSSM1, MH, GBED and MYHM genetic test by a laboratory recognised by the Association as part of 
the IBF process. 
  
Rule 18.3 be amended to:  
Red Dun: a form of dun with body colour yellowish or flesh coloured, mane and tail are red of 
reddish, flaxen, white or mixed: has red or reddish dorsal stripe and usually red or reddish zebra 
stripes on legs and transverse stripe over withers. 
  
Rule 19 Genetic Testing 
19.3 HYPP/MYHM/MH/PSSM1 – autosomal dominant traits 
For Dominant traits:  
Horses carrying one copy (heterozygous) or two copies (homozygous) of the mutation are usually 
affected by the disease.  The severity of the disease can vary. Heterozygous horses carrying one copy 
of the mutation will pass the disease-causing mutation on to approximately half their offspring.  Thus, 
mating to non-carriers will result in approximately half the foals being affected and half being non-
carriers.  Homozygous horses carrying two copies of the mutation will result in all of the foals being 
affected, even if the mate is not a carrier. 
 
19.3.1 HYPP – as per current rule book 
Hyperkalemic Periodic Paralysis 
a) HYPP is an Autosomal Dominant Genetic Disorder, being a muscular disease caused by a hereditary 
genetic disorder that leads to uncontrolled muscle twitching or profound muscle weakness and in 
severe cases may lead to collapse and/or death. According to research this condition exists in certain 
descendants of the stallion “Impressive” AmQHA # 076724. 
b) Horses applying for registration that have lineage to “Impressive” will be tested for HYPP, except 
where both parents have been tested for HYPP with a negative result on file with the Association, 
then the horse applying for registration will not be required to be tested for HYPP; 
c) Horses that return a positive (homozygous/afflicted) result to HYPP will not be accepted for 
registration or recording; 
d) Horses that return a positive (heterozygous/carrier) result to HYPP will be considered for 
registration with the Association if gelded or spayed; NB: Chemical alternatives to surgical spaying 
will not be accepted by the Association; 
e) Horses that return a negative result to HYPP will be considered for registration; 
f) Any horse applying for registration, whose pedigree does not contain the ‘Impressive” lineage will 
not be required to be tested for HYPP; 
g) Any registered horse may be required to be tested for HYPP using the official  procedure at  the 
Association’s discretion; 
h) Horses tested for HYPP will have their registration papers marked with the test result. 
 
19.3.2 MYHM 
Myosin-Heavy Chain Myopathy  
MYHM can cause two different types of disease. One is muscle weakness and stiffness,  followed by 
a rapid, significant loss of muscle, particularly from the topline of the horse. This  is often associated 
with an infection or vaccination, particularly with Strangles or other respiratory viruses. This 
syndrome was originally named “immune mediated myositis” or IMM. A mutation associated with 
IMM was identified by researchers at UC Davis and  Michigan State University in the Myosin Heavy 
Chain 1 (MYH1) gene. 
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MYHM is co-dominant, meaning that the action of the variant is independent of the second variant. If 
a horse has one copy of the MYHM mutation it can be affected with MYHM. MYHM has ‘incomplete 
penetrance’ – so not every horse carrying this mutation will show the same severity of symptoms. It 
is thought that if a horse has two copies it is more likely to be more severely affected. 
 
19.3.3 MH 
Malignant Hyperthermia 
MH is a muscle disorder that may only become apparent if the horse is subjected to an extreme 
stress or exposed to a halogenated anaesthetic. When exposed, the mutation triggers the release of 
excess calcium in skeletal muscle cells causing a high temperature (hence the name), increased heart 
rate and blood pressure, sweating and muscle rigidity. MH  is frequently fatal. MH sometimes occurs 
in horses which are also positive for PSSM1, causing them to have more severe tying up symptoms. 
MH is rare and only found in some Quarter Horse; however, because it is potentially fatal it is 
recommended all possible carriers be tested before undergoing anaesthesia. MH is associated with a 
mutation in the RyR1 gene and is a dominant trait, meaning a horse only needs 1 copy of the 
mutation (MH/n) to be affected 
 
19.3.4 PSSM1 
Polysaccharide storage myopanthy 1 
PSSM1 causes a build-up of abnormal sugars in muscle. This is one of the causes of tying up,with 
clinical signs that include muscle twitches, stiffness, sweating, reluctance to move and painful 
cramps. Symptoms can vary widely in severity and age of onset. PSSM1 appears to be quite an old 
mutation so it is found in many breeds including Quarter Horses and draft breeds. It is a complex 
disorder that can often be controlled with changes to diet and exercise management. 
PSSM1 is associated with a mutation in the GYS1 gene and is inherited in a dominant fashion, so a 
horse only needs to carry one copy (PSSM1/n) to show symptoms. There is some evidence that 
homozygous horses (PSSM1/PSSM1) are more severely affected than heterozygotes. Please note that 
this test only detects this one specific type of tying up, and horses may still exhibit signs of tying up 
even if they are not positive for PSSM1. 
 
19.3.5 Autosomal dominant traits  
a) Horses that return a positive (homozygous/afflicted) result to PSSM1,MYHM will be considered for 
registration with the Association if gelded or spayed; NB: Chemical alternatives to surgical spaying 
will not be accepted by the Association;  
b) Horses that return a positive (heterozygous/carrier) result to PSSM1, MH, MYHM will be 
considered for registration with the Association;  
c) Where both parents have been tested for PSSM1, MH, MYHM and both parents have a negative 
result on file for that genetic disorder, the horse applying for registration is not required to be tested 
for that genetic disorder; 
d) Horses that return a negative result to PSSM1, MH, MYHM will be considered for registration; 
e) Any horse applying for registration, whose pedigree does have a parent with a positive 
(heterozygous/carrier) result to PSSM1, MH, MYHM will require testing for that genetic disorder; 
f) Horses tested for PSSM1, MH, MYHM will have their registration papers marked with the test 
result. 
 
19.4 HERDA/OLWS/GBED – autosomal recessive traits 
For Recessive traits: 
Horses carrying one copy of the mutation (heterozygous) are usually unaffected by the disease. 
However, carriers will pass the disease-causing mutation onto approximately half their offspring. 
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Thus, mating to non-carriers will result in approximately half the foals being carriers and half being 
non-carriers. Mating to other carriers should be avoided as there is a 25% chance the resultant foal 
will be homozygous affected (afflicted) by the disease. Horses carrying two copies of the mutation 
(homozygous) are usually affected with the disease. 
 
19.4.1 HERDA 
Hereditary Equine Regional Dermal Asthenia is an Autosomal Recessive Genetic Disorder. 
HERDA is a devastating disease that causes the skin to lift and peel away. The condition, which 
renders a horse unable to wear a saddle or harness, is known by two names: Hyperelastosis Cutis and 
Hereditary Equine Regional Dermal Asthenia. The reported age of onset ranges from birth to four (4) 
years old. According to research this condition exists in certain descendants of the mare Miss Taylor, 
AmQHA #0002636 and stallion, Poco Bueno AmQHA #0003044; 
 
19.4.2 OLWS  
Overo Lethal White Syndrome is an Autosomal Recessive Genetic Disorder in which the caecum, 
colon and sometimes the rectum undergo a large dilation and fill with faecal mass. Associated with 
homozygosis of the Overo Lethal White gene it results in incomplete migration of nerve cells to the 
large intestine during embryonic development. Affected foals may die within seventy-two (72) hours 
of birth; 
  
19.4.3 GBED - Glycogen branching enzyme deficiency 
GBED is a lethal storage myopathy caused by a mutation in the GBED gene that prevents the animal 
from properly storing glucose. The horse will eventually run out of stored energy, which will damage 
its organs. The symptoms observed are associated with the lack of energy preventing the organs from 
working correctly, and may include general weakness, failure to thrive, low body temperature, 
seizures and difficulty rising. 
GBED is always fatal, with most affected foals dying before the age of 8 weeks. GBED can also cause 
foetuses to be aborted or born prematurely. It is inherited as a recessive trait, so only homozygous 
(GBED/GBED) horses are affected. If a horse is a carrier (n/GBED), it will not show any clinical signs of 
GBED. However, there is a 50% chance it will pass the variant to its offspring, so mating to other 
carriers should be avoided to prevent the birth of an affected foal. 
 
19.4.4 Autosomal Recessive Genetic Disorders:  
a) Horses applying for registration that have lineage to Poco Bueno/Miss Taylor must be tested for 
HERDA; 
b) Where both parents have been tested for HERDA/OLWS/GBED and both parents have a negative 
result on file for that genetic disorder, the horse applying for registration is not required to be tested 
for that genetic disorder; 
c) Horses applying for registration that display excessive white markings beyond the limits described 
in Rule 11.4, unless the horse applying for registration is out of two (2) negative parents, must be 
tested for OLWS; Exception: Horses applying for Foundation Recording that display excessive white 
markings beyond the limits described in Rule 11.4 will not be accepted for Foundation Recording; 
d) Any horse that does not carry lineage for HERDA will not be required to be tested for that       
disease; 
e) Horses that return a positive (Homozygous/Afflicted) result to HERDA/OLWS will not accepted for 
registration; 
f) Horses that return a positive (Heterozygous/Carrier) result to HERDA/OLWS/GBED may be 
considered for registration; 
g) Horses that return a negative result to HERDA/OLWS/GBED may be considered for registration; 
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h) Geldings that display excessive white markings are not required to be OLWS tested if parent 
validated to two (2) registered Quarter Horses; 
i) Geldings who are by or out of a HERDA/GBED carrier are not required to be HERDA/GBED tested; 
j) Geldings whose parents are both HERDA carriers will be required to be tested, and if they return an 
Hr/Hr result will not be eligible for registration; 
k) All horses tested for HERDA/OLWS/GBED will have their papers marked with the test result. 
 
19.5 Autosomal Recessive Genetic Disorders:  
a) Horses applying for registration that have lineage to Poco Bueno/Miss Taylor must be  tested for 
HERDA; 
b) Where both parents have been tested for HERDA/ OLWS and both parents have a negative result 
on file for that genetic disorder, the horse applying for registration is not required to be tested for 
that genetic disorder; 
c) Horses applying for registration that display excessive white markings beyond the limits described 
in Rule 11.4, unless the horse applying for registration is out of two (2) negative parents, must be 
tested for OLWS; Exception: Horses applying for Foundation Recording that display excessive white 
markings beyond the limits described in Rule 11.4 will not be accepted for Foundation Recording; 
d) Any horse that does not carry lineage for HERDA will not be required to be tested for that 
disease;e) Horses that return a positive (Homozygous/Afflicted) result to HERDA/OLWS will not 
accepted for registration; 
f) Horses that return a positive (Heterozygous/Carrier) result to HERDA/OLWS may be considered for 
registration; 
g) Horses that return a negative result to HERDA/OLWS may be considered for registration; 
h) Geldings that display excessive white markings are not required to be OLWS tested if  parent 
validated to two (2) registered Quarter Horses; 
i) Geldings who are by or out of a HERDA carrier are not required to be HERDA tested; 
j) Geldings whose parents are both HERDA carriers will be required to be tested, and if they return an 
Hr/Hr result will not be eligible for registration; 
k) All horses tested for HERDA/OLWS will have their papers marked with the test result. 
 
Rule 19.6 be amended to   
a) All ASB registered horses to be considered for Foundation Recording must return a negative result 
to HERDA, OLWS, PSSM1, MH, GBED, MYHM 
b) All ASHS registered horses to be considered for Foundation Recording must return a negative 
result to HYPP, HERDA, OLWS, PSSM1, MH, GBED, MYHM 
   
Rule 19.7. Include the following  
d) All breeding stallions and mares with no PSSM1, MH, GBED & MYHM results on file with the 
Association, will be suspended and no paperwork will be processed for the stallion or mare; 
e) Once results are received for PSSM1, MH, GBED, MYHM, all rights and privileges for the 
stallion/mare will be reinstated 
 
Rule 20.1 to include the following  
NB: Until the horse has been recorded as a gelding with the Association, it cannot be shown 
   
Remove Rule 21.2 b) dot point  
•the transfer fee must be paid online by either the Seller or Purchaser, and 
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Remove Rule 21.1 e) from the rule book. Foals at foot that are unregistered and eligible for 
registration should be registered by the vendor in the name of the new owner; 
 
Rule 24.8 to be removed  
 
Rule 39.3.1 add “including but not limited to” 
39.3.1 Prohibited 
Any form of conduct that inhibits competition at Association approved events, including but not 
limited to;  
 
39.3.1 add a dot point with the wording “obvious coaching from the sideline not permitted 

 

39.8 Prohibited Drugs and Foreign Substances A horse that has had any prohibited foreign substance 
or drugs administered internally or externally cannot compete. Exception: Acceptable foreign 
substances listed in Rule 39.9 and drugs as administered under Rule 39.8 b).  
a) A patch of any type, medicinal or otherwise cannot be on a horse when that horse is being 
exhibited;  
b) A horse that is injured or taken ill whilst being transported directly to the show venue, once it has 
arrived at the official show venue, or whilst on the ground during the event, may compete after that 
horse has been treated by a veterinarian at that show. The attending Veterinarian must sign a 
certificate which states: 
• what the horse is suffering from 
• what treatment, including any substances that have been administered internally or externally, and 
• that the horse is sound enough to compete at that show. 
c) The certificate must be given to the Show Secretary and or Show Manager prior to the horse 
competing; 
d) A horse cannot be injected at a show unless the Veterinarian, that attended the horse at the show, 
has otherwise instructed. A Vet Certificate showing the treatment required must be obtained. 
e) Vets must attend in person and cannot assess a horse via electronic means such as video 
conferencing 
 
40.2 Incidents at Shows are the responsibility of the Show Manager 
Delete 40.2 in its entirety and replace with: 
“If the Show Manager observes an incident, or has been informed of any incident, that is a breach of 
any rule in this Rule Book, they will speak to the alleged offender and inform them that a report will 
be filed with the Association, if deemed necessary by Show Manager. 
Any incident reported to the Association, will be dealt with under the Association Investigative 
Procedures to determine whether the alleged incident is founded and if further action is required”. 
“The Association can give a warning, show fine and/or suspend the showing rights of the exhibitor, 
owner and/or their representative acting on behalf of the exhibitor/owner, to participate in future 
approved shows for such period as the Association deems appropriate.” 
 
40.2 be amended to replace the word “Association” with “AQHA” 
 
Rule 41 change Event to Show 
Rule 44.1 delete the word “only” 

 

Rule 44.3 Under CAMPDRAFT – delete the word Youth and insert the words Maiden, Ladies, 
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Rule 44.3 CUTTING NCHA Delete wording and replace with:Non Pro $15,000, Non Pro $7500, Non 

Pro Open, Non Pro Futurity 3yr olds, Non Pro Derby 4yr olds, Non Pro Classic 5,6 & 7 yr olds, Novice 

Horse $15,000, Novice Horse $5,000, Open Cutting, Snafflebit Cutting, Futurity 3 yr olds, Derby 4 yr 

olds, Classic 5, 6 & 7 yr olds, Youth 14 to 18 yrs, Youth 7 to 13 yrs 

 

Rule 44.3 REINING NRHA delete wording and replace with: 

RA Non-Pro Primetime, RA Intermediate Non Pro, RA Ltd Non Pro, RA Non Pro Open, RA Novice 

Horse Non Pro, RA Novice Horse Open, RA Intermediate Open, RA Limited Open, RA Open, RA 

Futurity 4yr olds, RA Snafflebit/Hackamore 3 yr olds, RA Youth Reining 13yrs & under, RA Youth 

Reining 14 to 18 yr old 

45. HIGH POINT AWARDS AT SHOWS 
Are not compulsory for approved shows or programs. NB: Any horse or exhibitor that has exhibited in 
a class but disqualified, is still counted as competing in that class. 
It is recommended that awards must include the relevant point-scoring classes on the program 
 
Rule 45.1 add Snaffle Bit Horse 
 
Rule 45.1 – 2nd paragraph delete “same as for amateur and all age horse” and replace with “the same 

applies to all other divisions.” 

Rule 46.2 – add the words “a horse can only compete in the All Age Division or the Snaffle Bit division 

at a show, not both.” 

Rule 46.2 add A Bosal and Snaffle Bit can be used in VR Cow Work. 
 
Rule 46.2 Change Snaffle Bit to “Australian Heritage” and delete reference to “half-breed saddle” 
Rule 46.2 Before the words Amateur – All Age add the following: 
“A horse cannot compete in the All Age division and the Australian Heritage division at the same 
show.” 
 
Rule 46.3.7 add that “these classes are non-point scoring” 
46.3.7 Beginner, Improver, Rookie or Walk/Jog type classes can be run at any “A”, “AA” or Multi 
Judged show. These classes are non-point scoring.  
 
46.3.8 Multi Judged Show (removal of the words “at one show”)  
a) A Multi Judged show is defined as the use of two (2) judges, judging independently of each other at 
one show. Each of the Judges placings will require separate results being submitted to the 
Association; therefore two (2) sets of points will be awarded. Two Show approval fees to be paid 
accordingly depending on the class of show; 
 
VR State Show applications 
Rule 48.1 delete first 2 paragraphs and replace with: 
“An Affiliate may put forward an application to run the State Championship Show and/or the 
Versatility Ranch State Show within their State, and it must be lodged with the Association by 1 
August in any year for the coming show season. 
Any Affiliate, applying to run the State Championship Show only, must inform the Association upon 
application that they will not be seeking approval to run the VR State Show within their State.  
Name of Judge must be lodged with the Association sixty (60) days prior to first day of show. 
“AAA” points will apply for State Shows.” 
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If no applications are received for either State show, then the Association will inform all  Affiliates 
within that State and extend the time frame for applications to the 30 September in that year. 
 
Rule 48.1 a), b), c), d), and f) 
Where it states “State Championship Shows” change to read  
“State Championship and/or Versatility Ranch State Show” 
 
Rule 48.1 add a new f) 
“Versatility Ranch State Shows must fulfil the criteria for Versatility Ranch Shows” 
 
Rule 48.1 change current rule f) to g) 
 
Rule 49.6 add “as per association records” 
49.6 Any horses entered in an approved show, or for competition in an approved program, must be 
listed under its registered name and number. To be eligible for points a horse must be exhibited 
under its complete registered name. Entries will be made in the name of the recorded owner, as per 
Association records. 
 
Rule 52.23 d) add “cap/hat” 
52.23 Attire d) For any person using the arena or marshalling area when the Show is not in progress, 
but the Show has not finished, is a minimum of long western style pants/jodhpurs, safe enclosed 
Footwear, cap/hat and a shirt with sleeves;  
 

Rule 53.4 b) and c) reworded to clarify 

Add to Rule 53.4 f) see Rule 40.2 
53.6 a) becomes 53.4 f)  
53.6 b) becomes 53.4 g)  

 
Heading 53.6 delete  
53.8 g) (53.9g) 
 
Rule 53.10 
Show disputes committee – Show manager, a Show committee member and a competitor (who does 
not have a conflict of interest) Youth are not permitted as part of the disputes committee. The 
committee is to investigate the dispute or incident and determine the validity of the dispute or 
incident. The committee must forward all incident reports to the AQHA. The committee does not 
have the power to enforce any penalties or disqualify the exhibitor /owner or competitor at the time 
of the time of the incident. Exception: Animal welfare, refer rule 39. Committee has the power to rule 
on clerical errors.  
Rule 56 Points Awarded 
State shows hold the value of “AAAAA” points. 
National show holds the value of “AAAAAA” points. 
 
Rule 56.7 a) and c) add “Owner” 
  
RULE 57 ALLOCATION OF POINTS 
Rule 57.6 The Association can, at its discretion, refuse to award Performance points if:  
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a) The owner/exhibitor is guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct or infringement of the Rules as reported 
in writing by the organising body and proven to the satisfaction of the Association; 
b) The use of illegal substances is proven to the satisfaction of the Association; 
c) The owner/exhibitor fails to comply with any of the Rules and Regulations of the AQHA. 
 
Rule 57.6 The Association can, at its discretion, refuse to award Performance points if: 
a) The exhibitor / owner is guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct or infringement of the Rules as 
reported in writing by the organising body and proven to the satisfaction of the Association; 
b) The use of illegal substances is proven to the satisfaction of the  Association; 
c) The exhibitor / owner fails to comply with any of the Rules and Regulations of the AQHA 
 
Rule 57.12 add EA also Rule 82.6 c) 
57.12 Dressage, Show Jumping and Eventing run under rules of EA  
57.13 Show Hunter, Hack run under SHCA or EA.   
Points awarded as per Points Table on page 65. 
Rule 61.4 When any award is made, the appropriate Association recognition will be forwarded to the 
person recorded as the owner of the horse as at the time of the award 
 
Rule 61.5 a) b) c) d) e)  
Register of Merit increased to 30 points with no change to the B class points. 
Superior award increased to 70 points with no change to the B class points 
 
Rule 63.13 deleted d) and e) as already stated in Rule 46.3.3 
63.13 Showing  
d) Ridden age divisions will be as follows: 
 7 to 18 years of age; or 
 7 to 13 years and 14 to 18 years; or 
 7 to 11 years, 12 to 14 years, 15 to 18 years 
e) Showmanship age divisions will be as follows: 
 5 to 18 years; or 
 5 to 13 years and 14 to 18 years; or 
 5 to 11 years, 12 to 14 years and 15 to 18 years  
 Change 63.13 (f) to (d) 
  
Rule 63.13 
f) Minimum age of any Youth exhibitor in any Working Cow Horse class or Ranch Cow Work will be 
seven (7) years of age.  
 
Rule 64.2 g) to be amended to read as follows;  
If an Amateur, Select Amateur or Youth have not accumulated any points in a specific event (Open, 
Amateur or Youth), for a period of seven (7) years with the AQHA or any other respective breed 
organisation, they are eligible to reapply as a Novice Amateur in that specific event. 
 
Rule 71 b) requires the word “have” after the word “that” 
 
Rule 71 e) - Level 2 VR judge is required to judge a State VR show.  
e) A Versatility Ranch Judge Level 2 is defined as a person who has met the criteria as approved by 
the Judging Committee and can Judge all four (4) VR categories, and AQHA State VR Shows.  
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78.1 Judge  
Add to rule 78.1c) A Judge has the authority to remove exhibitors from the arena. 
 
Rule 82.5 a)  
English Attire – Hunter Under Saddle, Hunt Seat Eq., Hunter Hack  
a) A rider must wear the following:  
• hunt coat  
• breeches (or jodhpurs)  
• high English boots or elastic-sided paddock boots with or without gaiters  
• a shirt with a collar, and a minimum of short sleeves, worn with a tie or choker or a shirt, with a 
minimum of short sleeves, with a dickie 
• Approved Safety Helmet, which must conform to the current Australian Safety Standards.  
b) Gloves, spurs, and crops that are approved by AQHA are optional;  
c) Hair must be neat and contained (as in net or braid);  
d) Judges can give permission for jackets to be removed in inclement weather. 
 
82.6 English Attire for: 
a) Endurance – AERA Rules 
b) Dressage, Hack, Eventing, Show Jumping – EA Rules 
c) Show Hunter & Hack – SHCA or EA 
 
Rule 83. First paragraph after the words Ranch classes, add  
“Also refer to Rule 46.2” 
 
83.4 Western Attire - it is mandatory to wear the following in Halter and other western  classes: 
• long sleeve shirt, or jacket, with collar (band, stand-up, tuxedo, lapel etc.) 
 
84.4 Halter Equipment  
a) The halter must be of leather and may be adorned with silver accents. The lead must be made of 
leather with a chain for attachment to halter. The chain on the lead may be under the chin or over 
the nose. Lip cord is defined as a round smooth, soft/flexible nonabrasive cotton polyblend cord with 
a dense core no smaller 3/8 inches that has an unsecured keeper of at least ¾ inches of the lead 
outside of the halter before attachment of keeper.  
b) Lip chains of any type are not permitted.  
c) Only Colts / Stallions one (1) year of age and older can be shown with a lip cord in open and 
amateur divisions.  
d) Lip cords are prohibited in versatility ranch conformation class 
e) Applying excessive pressure on or excessive jerking of an allowed lip cord is prohibited;  
f) The use of any artificial mechanical aids including, but not limited to lighters, pins, clickers etc is 
prohibited. 
 
Rule 88 Attire in Hunter In Hand  
88.2 c) Must wear safe enclosed footwear, for example, running shoes, elastic-sided paddock  boots 
or top boots.  
88.2 a) Remove “no patterns” 
88.2 add f) Jackets are not allowed. 
Amended Rule:  
88.2 Attire of the handler is to permit free movement. 
a) A collared polo shirt or collared dress shirt, minimum of a short sleeve, must be white or black; 
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b) Dress pants must be cream, brown, blue, or black and be loose enough in which to run. Jodhpurs 
can be worn. No jeans; 
c) Must wear safe, enclosed footwear, for example, running shoes, elastic sided paddock boots or top 
boots; 
d) Vest and ties (no patterns) gloves and hats are optional; 
e) If a belt is worn it must be plain. 
f) Jackets are not permitted 
 
Rule 94.3 – Add exception Walk/jog and Beginner/Improver/Rookie etc. 
94.3 No horse can cross-enter, a Western Pleasure and Ranch Riding class at the same show 
regardless of division (Youth, Amateur, Select or Open). Exception walk / jog only classes.  
 
96. Third paragraph 
The Judge can set their own patterns for these classes or use the patterns in the back of this rule 
book.  
 
Rule 96.1e) 
e) Exhibitors cannot compete in the Open/Amateur/Youth classes and Equestrian with Disabilities, 
performance classes at the same show. The exhibitor must make a choice for that show. Add the 
following at f) and renumber accordingly 
f) EWD competitors may show in Open/ Amateur/Youth mare and gelding halter classes as long as 
they can compete unassisted 
 
Rule 96.1K – After the word handler, add (Optional) 
 k) Handler (If required by a competitor) – One (1) handler per entry in the arena to facilitate the 
safety of the rider. The handler must be eighteen (18) years of age or over. A halter must be on the 
horse either over or under the bridle for use by the handler if needed. The handler must be 
appropriately attired and must have a suitable lead line in hand in case of need. Lead line cannot be 
fastened to the bit. Handlers will stand quietly as a group in a designated area of the arena unless 
their assistance is required and requested by the judge or ring steward; 
 
96.6.3 Scoring: This class is to be scored according to Rule 99. Exception, the gate must be simulated. 
 
97.3 Equipment  
a) The halter must be of leather and may be adorned with silver accents. The lead must be made of 
leather with a chain for attachment to the halter. The chain on the lead may be under the chin, over 
the nose or directly to the ring under the chin; 
 
Rule 97.7 first penalties states 2 points has to be 3 points 
 

Rule 99.7 Lists penalties under the heading of 2 points but should be 3 points 

Allow competitors to change from 2 handed to 1 handed to hold the saddle horn 
101.1 f) holding the saddle horn with either hand will not be penalised in any class. 
   
Remove any reference to Jog in next Rule Book and Patterns 
101.3.2 f) Change “jog” to “trot”  
   
VR- add to description of Ranch Reining 
Rule 101.4 first paragraph, add after the words “looking manner” the following: 
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“The ideal VR ranch reining horse should have a natural ranch horse appearance from head 
to tail in each manoeuvre.” 
 
VR Youth Cutting to have one (1) run only 
Rule 101.5.1 b) second sentence change to read “work one (1) cow only.”  
Delete last sentence and replace with: “Working two (2) cows will be off pattern.” 
 
VR - Limited Ranch Cow Work to have 4 phases, not 3 
Rule 101.7.1 delete and replace with: 
101.7.1 There are four (4) phases to the cow work: 
“Part One – Boxing the Cow – The rider shall ride into the arena, face the cattle entry gate, and signal 
for their cow to be turned into the arena. The cow shall be controlled on the entry end of the arena 
for a sufficient amount of time to demonstrate the horse’s ability to hold the cow. If the cow does 
not immediately challenge the horse, the rider shall aggressively move in  on the cow to demonstrate 
his horse’s ability to drive and block the cow. 
Part Two - Set up Cow and Drive Down Fence to Opposite End of Arena – After the cow has been 
controlled on the entry end of the arena, the rider shall set the cow up for driving down  the side of 
the arena. When coming out of corner, the horse shall be close enough to cow to demonstrate 
control with cow against the fence. This distance and control should be maintained for approximately 
1/2 to 3/4 the length of arena. Rider will then stop and release the cow and move horse toward 
centre of arena to set the cow up for boxing. 
Part Three – Boxing the Cow at Opposite End of Arena – The exhibitor will regain control or hold the 
cow at end of the arena to demonstrate the horse’s ability to “hold” the cow. 
Part Four – Drive the Cow back down the fence (original side) past the middle marker and continue 
until the judge blows the whistle to show completion. While boxing the cow at the opposite end, if 
the rider loses control and allows the cow to cross the centre line, the judge will whistle the end of 
the run. The rider will receive off pattern penalty (OP) for the run.” 
Change current rule 101.7.3 to 101.7.4 
 
Add new 101.7.3 
”Manoeuvre evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently” 
101.8.1 add a new e)  
“It is not mandatory to inspect teeth in Ranch Conformation” 
  
Add a new class – Working Western Rail 
NEW RULE 101.9 
101.9 Working Western Rail.  
The working western rail class measures the ability of the horse to be a pleasure to ride and should 
reflect the versatility, attitude, and movement of a working horse. The horse should be well-broke, 
relaxed, quiet, soft and cadenced at all gaits. The movement of the working western rail horse should 
simulate a horse needing to cover long distances, softly and quietly. 
The overall manners and responsiveness of the horse and the horse’s quality of movement are the 
primary considerations. Maximum credit should be given to the horse that has a  natural flowing 
stride and consistent, ground covering gaits. Transitions should be performed when requested, with 
smoothness and responsiveness.  
The ideal working western rail horse should have a natural head carriage at each gait. The horse 
should be ridden on a relatively loose rein with light contact and without requiring undue restraint 
while being responsive to the rider and making timely transitions in a smooth and correct manner. 
The horse should be soft in the bridle, yield to contact and shall not be shown on a full drape of rein. 
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Riders are encouraged to use adequate space given the extension of gaits required. This class should 
show the horse’s ability to work at a forward, working pace while under control by the rider. The 
horse shall be balanced and appear willing and a pleasure to ride in a group situation. 
Open to horses three years of age and older. Offered as a junior, senior, or all age open division class, 
and as an all-age class for youth, and as a Select or all-age amateur division class. 
 
101.9.1 No horse may cross enter a western pleasure or walk/trot western pleasure and working 
western rail class at the same show regardless of division (youth, amateur or open). 
101.9.2 Class Requirements 
 • All exhibitors will work as a group. Individuals working off the rail will not be penalized 
 and passing is permissible.  
 • Horses must work both ways of the ring at the walk, trot and lope.  
 • Horses must work at least one way of the ring at the extended trot and extended lope, 
 exhibitor may post or stand in stirrups  
 • At the option of the judge, horses may be asked to extend their stride at the walk. 
 • Touching or holding the saddle horn during any extended gait is acceptable. 
 • Horses are to be reversed to the inside (away from the rail). They may be required to 
 reverse at the walk or trot at the discretion of the judge but shall not be asked to reverse at 
 the lope. 
 • Horses are required to back easily and stand quietly. 
 • Horses may be brought to the centre or backed on the rail. 
 • The rider shall not be required to dismount except in the event the judge wishes to check 
 equipment. 
101.9.3 Working Western Rail Apparel and Equipment 
 • No hoof polish or hoof black. 
 • No braided or banded manes/tails or tail extensions. 
 • Trimming inside ears is discouraged. 
 • Trimming bridle path is allowed, also trimming of fetlocks or excessive (long) facial hair. 
101.9.4 Equipment with silver should not count over a good working outfit. Excessive silver on 
 bridles and saddles is discouraged. 
 It is suggested competitors use a breast collar and a rear cinch. 
 When exhibiting in a snaffle bit or hackamore, an exhibitor may switch between two hands 
 and one hand on the reins at any time. 
 Use of two hands (except junior horses shown in a snaffle bit/hackamore), more than one 
 finger between split reins or any fingers between romal reins (except in the two rein) shall be 
 cause for disqualification. 
 
101.9.5 Faults scored according to severity: 
 • Too slow (any gait) 
 • Excessive speed (any gait) 
 • Over-bridled (nose behind the vertical) 
 • Head carried too low such that the poll is below the withers 
 • Out of frame 
 • Head carried too high 
 • Break of gait 
 • Wrong lead or out of lead 
 • Failure to take the appropriate gait when called 
 • Opening mouth excessively 
 • Draped reins 
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 • Use of spurs forward of the cinch 
 • Cantered at the lope 
 • Blatant disobedience (kick, bite, buck, rear, etc.) 
 101.9.6 Faults which will be cause for disqualification:  
 Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the 
 horse is in motion, or otherwise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
  
Rule 104.3 Western Riding – Delete “A simple lead change will incur a minus 1 ½ manoeuvre score”. 
104.3 Scoring will be on a basis of 0-100 with 70 denoting an average performance. Scoring guidelines 
to be considered where the points will be added or subtracted from the  manoeuvres on the 
following basis, ranging from plus 1.5 to minus 1.5:  
 -1.5 extremely poor  
 -1 very poor  
 -.5 poor  
 0 average  
 +.5 good  
 +1 very good  
 +1.5 excellent  
 A simple lead change will incur a minus 1 ½ manoeuvre score. Manoeuvre scores are to be 
 determined independently of penalty points. 
   

 


