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Learning Objective 

Create a sense of community 
within asynchronous learning 
environments using 
community-building tools, tips, 
and techniques.
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“Feeling part of a community of 
learners has been shown to foster 
students’ engagement and sense of 
belonging, leading to higher 
retention and achievement of 
learning outcomes.”

Prodgers, L., Travis, E. & Pownall, M. “It’s hard to feel a part of something when you’ve 
never met people”: defining “learning community” in an online era. High Educ 85, 1219–
1234 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-022-00886-w



ICEBREAKER

Slido.com Word Cloud Poll

Vote at Slido.com with code #1975424

https://app.sli.do/event/4WaBPFKaMHDVMGmHitzCjk

iframe src="https:/app.sli.do/event/4WaBPFKaMHDVMGmHitzCjk/embed/polls/9ed2cd09-46f7-4869-a232-26857325a291" width="300" height="400"></iframe
https://www.slido.com/
https://app.sli.do/event/4WaBPFKaMHDVMGmHitzCjk


What words come to mind when thinking of 
effective communities of learning?

6 ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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Which part of an automobile do 
you most identify with and why? 
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Rose/Bud/Thorn Share

Video & Audio Intros

What’s Your Name Story?

Icebreakers



Introductions Using 
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https://padlet.com/kristenshermanemail/introduce-yourself-3k2ntnkxbza4ecuu


Promote 
Diversity & Inclusion

Cultivate Safe & Inclusive Environment
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Create Space to Share

Prioritize Individual Comfort Levels

Establish Community Guidelines

Foster Mutual Respect



Engage
Reluctant Participants
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Address Questions & Concerns Promptly

Adapt Language, Examples, & Content

Actively Participate & Provide Feedback



Foster Community
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Create Small Groups

Set Up
Discussion Forums

Encourage Reflection
&Peer Feedback



Support & Sustain Community

Schedule Regular 
Meetings & Check-ins

Celebrate Milestones 
& Share Challenges

Inspire
Growth Mindset

Provide Formal & Informal 
Opportunities to Interact
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Implement Peer Mentorship

Incorporate 
Gamification Elements



“ Create community-
building opportunities
but allow students to 

create the community!



Wrap-up

01. Create a sense of 
community within 
asynchronous learning 
environments using 
community-building 
tools, tips,
and techniques.

02. Importance of 
Creating Community in 
Asynchronous Courses

03. Tools 04. Tips

Use Icebreakers

Promote
Diversity & Inclusion

Engage
Reluctant Participants

05. Techniques

Foster, Support, and 
Sustain Community

Key: Small Groups

Be Patient & Persistent
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Thank You! 

Questions?

What is your 
greatest 
takeaway?

Questions?
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