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Chicago-Loop Synagogue—April 1, 2004
“KELAL YISRAEL”

INTRO: I enjoy flattrg intros—bt not go t my head bec recall Y.U.CAF
CASHIER: “SO YOU’RE A NOBODY”
Theme= Klal Yisrael ~UNITY - but: industrl sz YAWN
e Rarely were we unitd; P Tmple - 20 odd sects. Tod—prob same/
more attmpts A-J to coordnt—usually cm t grief: R.Jac Jos; Syn C.Am.
e Isr Unity: ST Genie—one wish—bridge Hawaii—Isr poltics
Poltcs of Isr no more arcane/disheartnng than sociology A-Js...
e Bt <discuss hw attain U, 1* Q: Is it good thng, highst on A-J agenda?

Well if by U~all cm t same view—I not sure I in favor J-U!

ST: 97 N°2 on PRIW® DY2W 0°2 M N"N (didn 't use in Chicago)

True, ,Talm Sanh 88:  npiann 127 197X 22 Wi Xow 22 *Kow "Tn2n 127Wn
Lxwa and (R"TA-m11"N 1an7) K22 2w nnn P 20

YET: Natur J cultr-n121. .. Blatt Gemara... [ST: Cardinals in 2"7°2... ]
Fusion of ideas/princpls as expressn Unty, uniformty--nt a desideratum

LET’S LOOK AT SOURCES:

Thus .2°177 020 T2 IR KW 012 A 1"'n--X"Y "1 M2

a1 T 0T IO PRY,ATY a1 T onvT PR —a celebration of diversity!
WISE — bec mafde all fr one mold; yet SECRET —bec each diffmt fr othrs

So too a remarkable and apparently paradoxical Mishna in Avot V:
R NP2 X7 PR OTPNAY 1910 TR W'WR APRYY 07PN 7910 v Xaw npnn 23
ANTY 991 mp nPYnn 1 wwR arRe ke Y9 nponn 1w

Strange! Sounds absurd....BUT:

SNR 9272 9N0Y R 7372 3790 DAL, NPIYNNA INPRIDNYIY NINDN 11 NI
1901 DN NNIVY DM THIR RIR TIY RYY ,DNMN MY 93 DRI JUNN DYp N> Npvnnd
NN DWY INNM 19D 'R NPYNNA PI,07PNNY 1910 PR VWY NIRYY .DND

So: R.Yona: npyonn stirs juics, shows new possbilities; diversity=healthy

1AM 727 POXN RP MM VDY 12 PYNY 27T WO NI I 1337 1INR ~R"Y T T n"2
SIR TPNNYRY PTTINT AT 12 NYONR 127 D03 - onyTd and® 1Y IR0 R0 NI
939 DR DR LTO RYIYONT ROIN Y IR PN 127 IR MNT RNOM HI 7vnp 1
RIPION ,RAPVIP PIINY ]IVY Y WPN M - RNYM RINDN N 0 RVPY 12 7RVPY
POWT RIPT RY TON |79 PPONT RIN NINR DRI .RNYHY RN RN PP 17 1)
NP MM, RWPY 71 NR RN RWPY 92 IR NI NN 22 RPY IR RP MM 7RIDNP
WY N PYY MM P27 WA [1IN] NYT qUT TY MY

Similarly: lack diversty->stagnat’n of religious life, halakhic’c creat’y

Persnl exprnc: RAV-ST: / know what I said; what do YOU say?!

...follows his ancestor RHV: i1 1°MaR 743 1R 191,87 17 M3» nanon» °
ORI DR NRD P71, WK 19 XYY R YD PaRna? mw 1% 1non b
So, U not an absolute desideratum VY
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YET: mmpn min 9y »1—so despite love of argumnttn, at least some Unity
Historn Shelby Foote: <Cvl War, "U.S. are"; >Cvl Wr-"U.S. is"

670,000 yng Amrcns died t convert tht intranstv, copltv verb are = is

Thus th unific'n in syntax & symbol. So we...

: So, which is it? A: am all for nY»ma! Expands horizons as ideas
tested/tried in crucible contrariety ... BUT @' @'%! Means 3 things:

1. no ulterior motv 2.objctv 3.respctfl! i.e, civilzed. NO AD HOMINEM

* What destroys MTNX is not NPY?2rabut the lack of genuine W"W?

*Presence of W"wH npyonn —>absenc stifl’g narrow’ss, openness....

* So, must steer betw U/uniformty...only then can we make KY realty

4) What does KY consist of? 2 opposing attitudes --

e Maximum: evry slf-defind J evn if not Hal’c. BUT: Js f Jesus? Bu-Jus?

e Minimum: only obsrvnt Js. ST my visit 27 W152... Satisfctry?

e So - somewhr im betw. Just this: KY (NOT as Hal catgry; as functnal

socio-polit) cannt include fringe groups—p"t1, Kahanites, Canaanites

e ST: WUIJS:Uri Avnri/Heksnki/”Heb Natl”(72°¥2792 59577 12 "R RX*3010)
Let me put cards on table: 1 f warm reltns all Js; I ready unite w all Js f

St-Isr; but not yield iota on prncpls of Hal.
Spread tent KY wide—but too wide & tent collapses
My Minmum: Hal Js; identty Js; -- 2"%01-""X) 2777 280 DW -178"

If so: KY= Orth/Cons/Ref-Sec--& Belzer Rebbe/me. .. (&Daniel Pearl)
I know: my limitg t Hal Js—enrage some. Conflct w Isr legal standards.
I know bth Rght/Lft crtcal of me—oftn feel Ik ST- car going wrng way

e SO—where U as KY stand in priority list? A: just below most basic
Hal commitments; Conscience trumps unity... But U=exceedgly impt

e Impt: readnss t comprmise short of basc prncpls— All want “credit”
ST: 2 Js t kill Czar—TIate; hope nothng happnd t him”

o Not easy; 722 199 RY UM TIRD X w2 1210 09w 9 129872 (didn 't use)

5) PLURALISM: Yes politclly, w-i Hal, democrtc rights... Yes, if means
frndly/cooprtv reltns non-hal Js. BUT NOT THAT ALL TRUTH CLAIMS

EQUALLY VALID, Dangr Plurlsm->reltvsm whch=destructv all Jsm. Mantra!

« Sometims need hard line... W»2 yHN MOR --NOD (didn 't use these 3 itmes)

e Not all “hard lines”=nasty, intolrnt. Rathr: authntcty twrds truth

e So, MUST bld bridgs to all who intrstd, evn non-hal Js. BUT NOT
FUSION OF ALL VIEWS. GOOD FOR NO ONE!

6) How should we of M-O commy act t othrs? And othrs t us?
a) w DIGNITY--both to Rt/Lft
b)NOT be false t our most cherishd convictions
c) teach thm Torah?--any place/any time, w-o condesc'n. ST: I-HUC; 7"an
d) Very impt: --drop Buzz words!--"Pluralsm"/"recogntn"; yx 717!

7).We must aspire t diff't defin'n U, one whch presrvs genuine
commit'ts/abjures negott'g convictns as if merchands/ argue-debate-
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disagree—Dbt agree t disagree agreeably/debate issues nt BUZZ, argue w
passion & Love, n hatrd/disrespct/discrtsy. Rmmbr--we all =amown ...

We must evaluate tension betw U+Convctns in light ultmt goals. If we tk tht
perspctv, we’ll knw what/how do it: achv U w-o damage t basc ideals

el

8). 2"1n: the tefillin of ¥"W2" proclaim the unity of Isracl— "3 PRI JayYd 7
YOX2 TnR--and we should not “possel” or disqualify the refillin of the ¥"w2!!

9) TR 1913 1R 13711--Bless us, Fathr, all us togethr, TnRJ, as if we=one.

Even tho we suffr sharp diffrncs w each othr & sometimes act lk antagnsts
instead of comrades; despite impatience w/impertinnce towrds each other;
& despite our occasionl outbursts of tempr/use of intemperate langg; bless
us TNRI, t act as if we were one, united in a common destiny, living with
each other like brothers and sisters who may hv different p-v and yet
recognizing that we are related by blood and by fate, and—yes—

with m» M DY AMnr NanR, with compassion and even with love.

For there can be no greater n>1 than this.
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