EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY

1. Moses lived to 120. But his real career began when he turned 80.
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4. The sheer joy of being alive — really alive — ...7395 »N NTIN

5. The Sages say that N3 DMV 13, “at eighty years one acquires (or is characterized
by) strength.” This is a popular dictum, one oft repeated by those who congratulate new
octogenarians. It is usually assumed to reflect on the physical stamina that allows a
person to reach this level of longevity. However, the source for this statement in the
Mishna is a verse in Psalms that reads : mw oMnY M1 oN), that eighty years is the
time for mMa) , “strengths™ in the plural. To me this implies that there are two types of
“strength” — physical vigor and resilience, which normally characterize a younger person;
and moral or spiritual strength: the wisdom that comes with experience, the courage to
defy all and contribute to the world and to the community, the valor to do what is right
rather than what is convenient. / should add that these words are not descriptive but
normative; this is not the way of most people, but the way it should be—the right way.....
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7.Special mission in life

8. When I retired from presidency, I announced in public that henceforth I expect to have the time
to walk in the snow in Central Park with my wife, reread the Federalist Papers, perhaps learn
Greek or Latin, and learn the political theories of the Founding Fathers and, of course, finish

studying a few mnoon. I am sorry to tell you that 7 have done none of the above!!

9. What, then, do I plan to accomplish the remaining years that the Almighty may grant me?
I'm not going to tell you...!

127D NIAR DY PwRYR o' mawnsn nasm 10.

Author Merkavat HaMishnah: “When you reach 80, your time is limited, so concentrate not on
earthly matters but on your service of the Almighty”
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Abraham Ibn Ezra: “When you reach 70, what you is not accepted as important, and you
become a burden to your friends, At 80 — you are a burden to your children. Your heart, your eyes




no longer function that well. You become a source of embarrassment to your friends; they treat
you as if you’re gone already...You are fortunate if you see yourself as a stranger in the world,
thinking only on the immortality of your soul.”

12. The famous writer and wit, Franklin Adams, once asked a colleague, “Whose
birthday is it today?” “Yours?” she guessed. “No, but you’re getting warm,” Adams

replied, “It’s Shakespeare’s.” ...So it is with me — all that 1zimmes you’re making—it
must for somebody else—a really important person.

13. Thank Richard Joel — Middl Ageas- FAITH/KNOWIDG///I starteds fvaith in
him; now KNWLDG! tribute to both of us that we have become strong friends
instead of competitors—even though I am unable to ennoble as well as he does...

I thank him for his most precious gift — his friendship. I pray that it will define our
relationship for many many years—for the good of YU as well as the two of us and our
families




