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1e Our Rabbis, in their comnents on this week's Sidra, relate four specific laws to each oth
These laws, which are seemingly otherwise compleotely 'I'fﬂl“C'T ated, 2ll deal with one common
ohject ~ a BAYIS, or house. The four laws are: 1
a) NEGA: imong the laws discussed by the Bible in this week's 3idra which deal with ritual
mrity and impur:.‘l:-j, we find one which deals specifically with the purity and impurity of a
house. In the houses :n 1,111 c¢h onr ancestor's once dweld - not brick or steel or concrote
honges - 1t frequently sened that | certain type of fungus, or perhaps a type of parasitic
insect, infected the Wal‘h: of the honse. This type of plaguie was contagious, and if not dealt |
with Ymrediately and severely, Jeapordized all other houses in its vieinity. The Torah thepefore
declared such a house as rituall; impure, as TALEH.

b) MAAKEH: A house which has = roof, the Bible teaches us, upon which people walk and from
vhich they might £a1) off, offers a clmm:r to life and limb, and therefore we are commandad to
build a MAAKEH or fence a‘hout hat roof. The seacon for bhe law is clearly entinemated by the
Terah - LO TASSTM DAMNIM B'VAYSECHA; You shall not canse blood to be .;;}:L'I‘I* in your house. It
is a law of safety. e must build fences as safeby measures, and the violation of this rule
entails more than o summons to Vagistrate's Court - it entails the violation of G-d's sacred
comnand. Architecturzal modes may change, and enginecring techniques may come and go, but the
eternal principle remains - our homez are to be properly protected to ensure the safety of

neselves, our wives and our childrens

c) MEZUZAH: Zvery Jewish home musth have, aht the doorpest at the entrance, a suall box in
wiich is put a -an:tll piece of parchment. On this m_n_mamre scroll is writbten the SHEMA and
the accompanying prayere. This box and its conbents, called the MEZUZAH, is the symbol of
the sanetity of a Jewish house, and the constant reminder that the Jew, in his home, is ever
expected to live up to the precepls of holiness inscribed therein.

d) CHAZARAH ME'ORCHAT HA'MILCHAMAH: Tle Jews had a strange system of draft exemptions in times
of war. Strange, that is, by modern standards. The prospect of serving in the armed forces
faced the young man who was Moses' conbtemporary even as it so often faces the young man of
this daye Actnally, an explanation of the Biblical system of exemptions would take a long
time. Let nus, therefore, be satisfied with a bird's-eye view of the complex but sacred
and honorable system of the Torah, In case of defensive war, called MILCHEMET MITZVAH, there
were almost no excmptions. Even these who were physically incapable of executing the duties
of ware, were used in what we now call "defense work". The Biblical "LF" would prepare the
arms, food and roads for those actively engaged in the military services. In case of agjresive
war, however, the type of war known as NILCHEMET R'SHUSS, bhe exemplions vere many indeed.

They were so mimerous that one feels that they were legislated for the expres: purpose of
maling aggrescive war impracticale. One of thece laws of military e.xpmptmn was that if a man
had built a new house for himself and had not had te chance to renew it, that ig, to live in
it for a year, he was asked to leave the ranks. I{ was a mark of recognition and appreciation
of hukan sentiment involved in the consbruction of a homes 4 man who built a house, therfore,
was exempt from military service.

In vhat way are these four laws concerning the house -~ the laws of lupurity, safety,
mezuzah and war exemptlon - alike? They are alike, tol__ us the Rabbis, in the Batter of the
minimmm dimensiona of the house concerneds A doll -r1ougc 5 for 11'1v’t.anr-a, could not contract
Tumah, was no¥ remquired to have a fence built on its roof, nor a mezuza on its deorpost, nor
did it exempt its owmer from military dﬂ‘tj. And the exact d.:e_nr-nqmng, tell us our Sages,
are ARBA AL ARBA ANOSS, four cubils by four cubibs. (A cubit ig approximately one and a half
feet)e A house vhoge area is less than ARBA AL ARPA is not‘rega_a.'dm as being affected by the
laws we mentioned, it is not regarded as a BAYLIS, a real Jome. Ify however, it is of that
size, then all the mentioned Lawe ave ap1licables

Now, when our 2abhis set the r‘tﬂ ¢ of "Pour by four', they were not being altogether

ar ‘_'l.t rary, Becauve thal measurement, lpdi, is well knowm in the Talmid and other bomes of Jewdsh
laywr as MKQMG alﬂ.}L ADAJ., the "place of a ma.n“ The "gphere of influence" of a man, so to speak,
is LK.".; cublts. “hether we deal vl L* Mr- matlier of how far a man may carry an object on the

Sabbath, or mat area he naturally p sesf es as regards comvercial law, the area of a man
yaich ie under hig domination is alw,.“rc Ly cubits, And if , therfeore, our lzbbis stipulated

hie
BA AL A ac the Jimension of a house, it means *hat a house mist be big enough for a mans
ARBA AL ARBA as & imension of 23 5e,
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Yy friends, the principle of our Iabbis that these four laws arve e locable only to a
wuge of Lxl, cubits may sound strictly legalistic - as it no doub%h is; but there ave certain
meral implications which we can, by execising our imaginations, cler:we from this “abbinic
assertions

That our Iabbis mean %o tell wus, is that a house which is not big encugh for an ADAM,
for a man in the full, true and Jewish sense of the word, is not a house, and certainly not
a homee And in this sense, we do not refer fo the phy: 1ca'l dimensions of a house, but to the
moral dimensions of a homes Une can live in a mansion in Westchester or in a pent-house on
Park Avenue, his house may be as tall as the Impire State 1“1_15'111;_, and as wide as Crand Central)

Terminal, and yet it may be less than ARBA AL ARBA. It can be small and pett.y and restrictive.

then a man is married, he "builds a home". His family and friends wish him success in
MWuilding a true and complebe house or home in ISl‘Elel"- A couple's entire domestic life is
centered about and in the home, the BAYIS. Mow this house can be, in ‘the moral sense in which
we speak, either more or less than ARBA AL ARBA. If' man and his wife find and brdaden their |
interests in this house; if their home is vpened to guests; if they make the poor hespib-
veleome in it; if it is a home in which both I‘urtnm* their eduecation; if they permeate it
with love and sincerity and devotion; then their home is NKOMO SHEL ADAM, it id a home where
real men and women can £ind security and atlraction and humaneness. If their home is big
enoug h to encompass 11 these, then the four laws of which we spoke are ap.licables '

a) "‘1r.,+ of all it can become impure, Thab may sound st.range. Surely the ability to contract |
i!?lpul‘it)" is mot a good thing. Pubt, my friends, the reverse is true. For in the Jewish scheme
of things only that which is important can become TAMEH, That which is unimporbant is neither
pure nor impure - e simply do not reckon with it. And conversely, only that whigh hazards
impurity, only that which stakes am significant claim in Jife, can be pregarded as important
enough for congilderation. A iman being can cohtiackt i.mpm'ity; an animal ca.n.zo‘l;. -The first
sbeps a child takes are fraught with cl;glnger - he may Fall and injure himself, Yot if he
does not take the chance and rmslf falling, he will never learn Lo walk, Theore are many risks
in all of life, yet he who does not accept their c‘la_lrmge - does not live in the full sense
of the words Similarly, the home which is nob Big enough to rislk TUMAH, the home not big
enovgh for an ADAM, for what is known in Tidaish as a LIEHTSCH, that home is to petty and
too narrowr to be considered by the Torah. The home which iz big only th the sense of number
of rooms and np-to-date Turniture, but =mall in the sense of "lehensraum!" for true men, that
home 1is tﬁrv*ibly ingignificant, that home can newer grow, it is doomed from the ‘hngl; ing.

b) Secondly, a home of this sort must be provided with a MAAKEH; with a protective Fence.

4 home big enough for an ADAM, for a human per-onality, deserves all the protection it can
recleves It is the safety of sueh a home in which people should interest themselves. If the

high=class paychiatrists and social workers would move from their lwmrious practices in

Holywood, where houses are mansions but less bhan ARBA AL ARBA, and pursue their professional
arbitions in the slum areas of owr comntry, areas which are slums only.financially bub actmally
greater than lLxly, homes in which true and decent human beings dwell, they would provide the

TGM.EH for the right BAYIS, the proper nrotection for the right homes

c) Thirdly, a home of this sort is a home permeated with holiness and saturated with sanctity.

It is a home dominated by the MEZUZA. A home big enough for loyalty and devotion,” for héspital-
ity and charity, is a home where children will be happy and faithful and loyal to thelr parents.

It is a home where children +ill be inspired by the message of the lMezuza. It is a home where
children will develop Jewighly, and not gsome day have to despair of a child who plans to marry
out of the faith,

d) Finally, a home of this sort, of lxdj, will be saved from the tragedy of marital strife.

& home big enough for both to develop their interests, where one does not wallow in boredom;

a. home h:l" enoug h to contain differences of opinion and outlook in tolrance; a home «of this
s\-;rt frees the d-s.rel? ers in it from the hazards of ORCHEI MILCHAMAMA, of war, It is a home of
contentuient, not conflict; of peace, not warring; of calm, not ealamity; of conmubizl bliss,
not dissensions The torn .,md broken homes of our day could have been averted had they bean
big enough for the normal expansion of APAM; of manlinesc and womanliness and humaneness.

The problem of the home is not only one for newly-weds. It is one for young and old alike,
for the moral dimensiong of a home, unlike the phisiecal, are elstie; they have a way of
axpanding and shrinking, of Fore than and less than lxli, all depending on the type of ADAM
inhabbiting ite It must always be big enough, so that it may be inmportant in the eyes of G-d

and Fan; that §t be worthy of protection; that it be holy; and that it be pezcefils .
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