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1» C , in their co ' "" ' f Sid , late four j i " laws to each ot]
• .' ' i "" ' Ise cor\n ' \ • •--•"' •' ^ ~ " n 1

1 - a BAYIS, c e« Hie four laws arc:
a) NEGA: i cussed by the ]1 ' ' ' j 3 m>1

and impurity, we find one which deals pecifically ?ri U I j purity of a
house. In the houi i i .* ance: I ' once dwelt - not brick or st concrete

bhat ?tain type of fungus, or perl _ type of parasitic
the walls of th< : 1 . ' Ls type of x "V ig s cont " nd if not dealt

yrith'immediatel; verely, jeapordized all oi 3 In its vicinity. The Tor ah therefore
declared such 3 0 as ritual! i pure, as TAMEH.
b) MAAKEH: ft. 3 hich ] ". '" Bible teaches us>.upon which peop] ilk and from

>ff, offer' 1 Lger to life and limb, and therefor commanded to
build MAilKEH or fence about roof, 7" on for the law is clearly enunciated by the

h - LO TAS3IM DAMMIM B'VAYSECHA, You shall not cause blood to be spilt in your house. It
Is a ] »f safety. We must build fences as safety measures, id t3 viol ' * Ls rule

ions be gj I ite's Court - it entails the violation of G~dfs sacred
nd. i "' ' 1 od 2 , ; pLneering technics 2 id go, but the

- our 3 ' be properly protected to the safety of
ourselves, our wives and oi Mdren*

c) MSZU2AH: Every Jewish home must have, at the doorpost at the entrance, a small.box in
'"'. piece of r *ch nt

the accom.] i prayer. This box and i
the sanctity of a Jewish house, and the

bo live up to the pt n

d) GHAZAIUH ME'ORCHAI HA'MILCHA J

ce many indeed,
ne of

•as that if a man
that is, to

' " >:

miniature scroll is *' ben the SHEMA and
, called the MEZUZAH, is the symbol of
:j.nder that the Jew, in his home, is ever

noj-iness inscribed therein*
[: ,, J 3 had a strange system of draft exemptions in time;

nax» Strange, that is, by bandards. The prospect of serving in the armed forces
Paced the yoi who was Mores' contemj even as it so often faces the young man of

y. Ictuall^ ̂  of t3 ftblica] system of bions would take a long
time. Let us, therefore;, b< '* " dth a bird's-eye view of the complex but sacred
and honorable system of t3 In case^of defensive war, called MILOHEMET MITZVAH, there
?rere almost no exemptio - Jven those who "ore physically incapable of executing

ar-e, were used in wha1 \ now call "defense work". The Biblical. "iiF" would \ , 'e the
. , " and roads for b3 ctivel^ , ged in the military services. In case

; " ' '.,. " ' ';:CLCHKKST It'SHUSS, the exemptio-
They yrere so numerous that one feels that ': \. ] ,_,*. n itec "••••
making ggressive war imL ractic?."

1. One of bi 3se ] \ of military
1 built an- h "or himself nd 3 L not 3 "*.•. h ice to rem ' b,

it for a year, he was asked to leave the ranks. 11 is a mark of recognitio:
of hutoar ' b involved i t) construction he . A ho built a house, bherfore,
was exempt from mi] ; y service.

In ' t j 'our laws cone i g " house - the of impurity, safety,
mezuzah and * ' ' 1 M , ' "1 us th Labbj , * bhe flatter of '
minimum " Lona of the hoi 1, A c >ll-house, for " I nee, could not contract
Tumah, was not r ' 1 to h C " lilt on its roof, or ezuza on its doo: b, nor
did it exempi Li fir i Llii ?i di by. And the exact dimension , ' 1] Sag ,
arc ATIBA AL ARBA AMOSS, four cubii 1 „ Four cubits. (A cubit ' . i bely one
feet). A house whose area is lees than M B A AL ARBA is no' ' ing affected bj

, it is not id as a BAYIS, » If, 3 -ever, it is of that
size^ ' '' J , llicable.

Now, id bbii b tl ] " "Four by four", they were not being Itog bher
ent, ipcU, is well known in the Talmud

0 SHEL ADAM., the "place of a man!'« Th here of influe of an, so tc .. 1 ,
: ' ' . , hether we >f hov̂  " ..

Sabbath- ihat area he naturally posse ' gards comnerci 3 "' , bhe area of
which i£ i domination is alwaj I',- bits. And If, U rfeore, our .. " ' bipulated

' snsioia " house, it means that a house must be big eno" • a man.



~2« i ',zora h/26/%2

, '' _ ' "..n " n ' e four laws arc 3 2 only to a
h h cubit 3 sound t i legalistic - as it no doul - is; 1 ' there are certain

moral L plications wh: an, by execising our imaginations,, derive from this ^abbinic
>n«

bbis mean to tell us, i a house r̂ iicb is ' big enough for an ADAM,
for a man in the full, true and Jewish se" " word, * b a he ; ' ly not
a home. And in this sense, I to the. physical 13 3 -use, but to the
moral dimensions of a home* One can live i ansion in Westchester or : pent-house on

\ Avenue, his house may be as tall as the pire Si ' 1 Lid: and as wide as Grand Central1

inal, and ye1 Li be les than A3BA AL ABBA* 11 " mall and pettj J trictive.
Tihen a ma " * , h "builds a home". His family and friend " in

; " a true and p] be house or home in Israel". A couple's entire domestic life is
BAYIS* Now this house i 1 , in tl moral sense in which

] , * bl ] bhan AiiBA AL ABBA. If " ' ' ' -fcaden their
bs in this J ; i " bheir home is opened to gi bs; if 1 ., I ' pc kespi%~

Lt; if it j home i i both furth ' ' education; - " I te it
love " * ' votion; then their Ls I1KOMO SHEL ADAM, it id a home where

p/omen c rind " : b1 bion and humaneness. If their home is big
bo encc • "̂  ' ese, then the '"' la " pol "'.cable.

a.) Fir si F 1] 'I " ' e. That may sound, strange. Surely the ability to contract ̂
Lmj ' by is not a good thii b, my friends, the reverse is true* For in the Jewish scheme

' ' -̂ch.3-g i'y;-!;';-;v!- can become TAMEH. D ' ' or
Impure - ~-e simply do .; ' it] Lt. ind conversely, on] ' hazards

' by, onl^ '" ' vfhich stakes a*» significant claim in life, can be regarded
enougl for '.deration. A human being can contract impu i by; an • .* 1 can •' • B

hild tal ;ht v/ith danger - he may fall and inju - * n'n, let if
not take the chance and risk Fall: ;. vdll never learn t< Ik. There are many risks

in all of life, ye1 ' does not pi bhe: 1] ge - does not live in the full sense
of the word. Similarly, the hon ' ' i Lot big ug] ' n TUMAH, the home not big
enough for an ADAM, for what is 1 i '" ' ish as a MEMTSCH, that home is to petty
too narroY/ to be consid< • n \. ' ! h« The home ' i big only th the sense of number

Lp-to-date r> 'niture, but small in ' ">e of "lebensraum" for true men, that
home is terribly insignificant, that home can n grow, it is doomed from the beginning.
b) S ilyj home " bhis sort must be provid Ltl AAKEH, with a protective fence.

1 ' ' n ADAM, for a hi '''..> Reserves all the protection it can
recieve. It is the safety of such a home in which people should interest themselves. If the

-class psychiatrists and social workers would move from their luxurious practices in
1 re houses -are mansions but less than ABBA AL ARBA, and pursue their professional

bitions in t! lu areas of our country, areas which are slum CLy-financially but actually
!r \rj ' ' hich tr id d cent human beings dwell, they would provide '<

MAAKBH for the right BAYIS, J" : ' * • "or the right home.
c) Thirdly, a home of this sort is [ bed with 1 liness and saturai " Lth sanctity.
It ii lominated by the 1EZUZA. A h« i / For loyalty an ' , For hdispii n

ity I ' lity, i a home where children Y/ill be happy and faithful a ] ] t> bh ir parr '
Ii is a ho Y childre Lll be inspired by the message of the Mezuza. It i home where

LI] develop Jewishly, and not som ; 3 ve to despair of a child who p].ans to marry
h

ie of th i s sor t , of Ipdj., m i l be sa"v 3 " the tragedy of axital s t r i f e .
A home n Lg g3 ' n >th bo levelop the: ? ini bs, wher loes I How : boredomj

I dn differences Lon and oi blook i ' ".ranee; a horn..- of '-his
1 frees th< : "' In i t fr bl I ;ar apHEI HILCrlAHAMA, of p. I t i s a home of

b, not conflict; F , noi Lng; of calm, not ca3 Lty; ) ' 3 b l i s s ,
' ft sensic•••. The i brok F our day Id 1 bed had they been

big igl f tl ] ion of ADAM, of manlin ' omanlinesr ! neness.
The probi -f the home i s i ' n3-3 :>ne fo';.' "' Is. I t ' Cor young tnd old alii „

f • the moral dimehsioi . l j i c a l , ar s] t i c ; the] ~^
hrinldlng^ of i I l i e s ? t) s-\: al] d i of ADAM

inhab i t i ng i t . Ii : n ' big g] } so that ii y 1 . ' ' of G-d
und Man; that i t 1 " ! ' ; that it be holy; " t i t be peaceful, .
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