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A) INTRODUCTION: 

Title: “The Rabbi: Multi-faceted, Multi-talented, Multi-stressed”; Multi-talented--I grant... 

- Multi-faceted--I question; can be misinterpreted (0"]W 0°27 U1IDN)=“two-faced”... 

- Multi-stressed--that’s worthy of elaboration...only there can I claim some expertise... 

- But Purpura: pressure-diamond; irritation-oyster. .. 

Multi-stressed: 3 sources-- all real, troubling: Human-existential.....will leave that to 

philos’s & psychol’s; Professional-rabbinic...will leave that to sociologists 
Religious--both general Jewish, Orthodox, and esp TUM/MO.... Let’s discuss... 

This: 2 Levels: /nternal: ideological/existential; and External: communal/political 

B) EXTERNAL STRESSES 

Our generally exposed position, common to almost any centrist group, results in an 

existential angst, stressful psychological tensions. Our adversaries (& media) know this. 

Nothing new: ~100 years ago (in an article in 1899) the great Mizrachi orator, R. Yitzhak 

Nissenbaum:17& [8 .J7001 W7V9N P72 Deyn) (OVNTA:INID)] OVTANA DIVA NIX 

NUVI TNX VV 7V X71 WNINAW NNR mex 7V 1NN? DN9N 1337) 07713". And R. 

Meir Berlin, complained that *"NW 17.2 TNV? D°VI-"N7IN ANNA URN) UVNIMA MI 
min-mn. That groan, I am sure, you recognize quite well; we are no strangers to it-- 

because it reveals a a spiritual stress point, a psychic agony, a split in one's consciousness. 
It is a dilemma to which we are condemned--and also the source of our moral strength and 
ideological courage and glory. We remain unimpressed by the supposed benefits of peace 
of mind, which often is little more than peace-of-mindlessness. 

C) INTERNAL STRESSES 

(1) Our identity crisis. to fundam’l source of tension: we ask selves: 03°x--who are 
we MO? Which world welcomes us as our “home?” Is there any sol’n to our basic 

feeling of loneliness in J scene? (Hirshians asked same Q.) 

Answer: yes, Torah as response/correction. It alone can ease feelings of lonel’ss, isol'n: 

VOTR XUN? pnd NN :7"1X...(Torah itself=ans t 13°x: is exactly wht Yahadut asks of us) 
Franz Kafka:ST: 1/2-lamb, 1/2-tiger...Comfort, banish lonel’ss whn jump int Master's lap 

Presence of 1)°3W in Torah=our warrant/strength/consolation 

SO: NO APOLOGIES, NO STRESS-RELATED DIS-EASE: WE =TORAH-BASED.... 
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(2)Example: Torah Umadda--Right or Wrong? 

7 TATA A ITT 77D ,ANI9D} 277K VT VWI? 727) PNM TT AD 7D --R"D 7 9T NINA 
"919 RNID 17 MAT NVT MA :7°R 77 NIN Wd "77 7N79 OVW ,ANII ANd 117 

D900 NX AVN APW IW D'VAW? TNR 1919 :7177 We 27NN710 NNT 7H 

Wal...D°PITSN DV NINN? 197INW TW NIN D? 7332 NXNI9VIA WTR VA Ww A" :R*wW1nNn 

R21 ,W9) 7 IPD XM ON7NW 3...0N? NIPIW ANSVA ANNA NNaN knw xNI MW A" *TNAT 

WY N79 ANNA AW N9N 7V 9019 IAT NY 1 IT NR 72k ,TNA Nnsan 793 Dany navn? 

JDVDSNR WW) ON YY ON??? ANTPA PI W2W N2710NW ND N70? NNT DAW Nine Mnsan M3712 

DWT WAI 777: IND V?R NININA 77470 NX? A"7T WIA?...NN? ANTPN DA ...nNeX MMsan 73 

17132 177 &? DA 7D 2 IM NY)? 7137 WN X?2W ANNA NNINA 1371 7? D7WIW .a"IT XN 

M17 TAAT RNID VW MINA WwW ONYI71 DANY NINN? WV 7WNV? a7. ANN 

(3) Add’! Example: Moderation: Ought we submit t all those nw/ excessive n11n1N? 

N72 772 ‘3 ,”72_1N1N2 JONNY WIP” ‘IW DwWITP W7 1”3NIN 7V--q”NIV NIN) pPewWAvVe NIV 1 

Dnn 0n) &? 0°W1N9N NYT (19°01 W"ND) 137 DWI WTMANN VW WV VA WwWIRX VAIO 

2: 193n1 D7wWA Tw? 01ND) V79N? NX71_,N171271 ‘7 NI VOY 79T 2”8 O2WA ‘1 TDW 73D ,7’N 

TIN 07WA 1797 VIVA 1701 DIN) ON PN) X? 12ND 07 0713 VN 17°R1_ NV TMA NIN DR 

21 ANIA 7D AMR OVpPNW NWR ww NDA AT AV “AN...MwW79N 73 1371 ... DN WP 

MIN 1P7N1N 17ND O7ITN .DN77WA 17732: 1W7R AT,12232 1N1N?_ X71 7N7? PI NWIRXwW mw 19n 

2°00 .2npNA ww AN PI 7? INNA AWITPA 7D ”“2APAA AINA) 1 WIN” WITNA NIND 1NN .2RX1Ww" 

( But question: Is our moderation a cop-out? -- In Christianity, Jesus to Peter, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan” (Matt. 16:23), as if only effective evil is behind one; 

whereas we pray--1]77N&N1 13797N ]UW 10iN1--both front and back. Hy Tuchman: why? 

Now, over 40 years later, it occurs to me that the position of "Satan" relative to the human victim 

of his evil designs sheds light upon his function. In front of a person, the tempter misleads and 

misdirects him--into a life of sin and degradation. But when Satan is behind one, he does not direct 

or misdirect him, he merely pushes him harder in the direction he is already going. Why is this 
considered satanic? Because even if we grant that the individual was headed in the right direction, 

the "push" by Satan is intended to make him go too far in the right direction, to overdo his duty, to 
take virtue to an excess which (according to Aristotle) is the essence of vice: °T"? R°INN X71? 

X1N1N. Christians understood the danger of Satan in front of one, but not the damage he can do 

behind one. This the Jewish thinkers understood quite well. Kohelet (7:16) already warned against 

being over-righteous: 12771 ?7TS8 %71N 2&, and Maimonides elaborated a theory of character which 

puts virtue and vice on the same plane, with virtue occupying the center, and vice the extremes. ) 

(4) Inclusiveness: One of most painful dilemmas with which we confronted, and 

which=source of so much of our existential stress/ideological malaise, is Q of 
extent to which we exclude/include certain classes of non-obs’t Jews in the ranks 

of Jewry. Q of “Who is a Jew?” is rather simple f those who are not committed to 
halakhic system & fundamental principles of Torah on which it is based. 
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But f those of us who blv that Jsm is not a matter of taste/sentiment/nostalgia 

alone, that it implies ultimate destiny & powerful metaphys’! standards, and who 
at the same time feel a profound love for all Jews and consider that love itself to 

be ann 71xn--such a problem is one that tears at our innards. We are torn 
betw wanting to define member’p in our people in a hal’y valid manner; and we 

are concerned w the assimilatory tendencies of Jews as a cognitive minority in a 

post-modern world which is (in Sen. Moynihan’s words) “defining deviancy 

down,” corrupting the very air we breathe. We want to be loyal to Hal. But we 

also experience a powerful reluctance t lose a major part of J people. And isn’t 
that a hal’c imperative? This=the most stressful problem we Jews face today. 

| believe there is no wholly satisfactory answer, but that we must make a choice, 
and the choice is to place ahavat yisrael at the top of our priorities. We have, in 

the lifetime of many of us, already lost one-third of our people in the gas 
chambers of the Shoah, and God knows how many more to the corrosive acids 

of assimilation. Now we must make every conceivable effort to keep as many 

Jews as possible within the Jewish fold, stretching the Halakha to the utmost 

permissible limits, to keep Jews included in am yisrael. We must exercise the 

same mentality that 7x1" ‘nan always did in expending every effort halakhically 

to find nav ann to escape the curse of her condition and live a normal life. We 

must search for a anav Inn for 7x1" 773. 

Indeed, the term 3140 is tragically appropriate to the situation into which we are sliding. 

On the phrase in n3°x that Jerusalem “nJN?X3 Nn,” the Midrash says: 
/WNn 1IN2& X71 ,21N1 4173.17: 771 ANIAW NAVA NR Ninnn AY NAwyV xnw 

....and the state of 1]12D is worse than 7]N?X... 

It is possible for a whole nation to be an agunah --a nation half-married to its God and 

the other journeying far away from Him; or a nation divided against itself, one half 

“chained” as an agunah to the other half, but never permitted to live together fully. 

The same attitude of avid searching for a m14v7 1n"n must prevail here--which 

is even more compelling than that of an individual 1)14v. Because if we don't, we 
shall become a nation of agunot, whereby we Orthodox Jews will be “married” to 

the rest of Jewry in the sense of having some elemental relationship--both in our 
eyes and the eyes of the world--and yet not being able to “live with them.” What a 
calamity if we allow the personal tragedy of the individual agunah to be magnified 
onto a national scale! 

Congratulations to R. Rubenstein and new administration of RCA--they must 

continue in tradition of RCA and renew efforts of R.Grossman and colleagues, 

and recognize that we bear responsibility for the other 90% of 2x1wW" n*1--even if 

they assert they don’t need or want it. 287W" 73 0°12N is not descriptive nor even 

mere pious wish, but predictive-normative: 171x will come and then we will treat 

every Jew, even plan OD as a "1N”"... 
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