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THE SECOND CHANCE

In reading today's Biblical Portion concerning Noah and the flood, we cannot

{ﬂil’ggﬁbe stirred by the pathos, and moved by the intensely human drama, of Noah's
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predlcamento Here was Noah, a pious, gentle soul, who had geen mucn of llfe and

civilization in his daye. He knew 1ntlm%tely‘ the people who were his contemporaries,

whether good or bad, and he was pepb-ef-bhe—gprest-eivtti in touch w1t1 _the major

trends of his day, whether he liked them or disliked them. And in his old age, G-d

sendq him and hls famlly into an ark, wlndowless and cut off from tne world ~and

keeps him there for forty days and nights, During this time a great flood rages

and destroys all 11fe, level mountalns and hll]s and cnangeo all. Now think of the

plight of Noah as he emerges from the ark;_}lsben to his heartbeat as he steps outb

and beholds the terrible scene. Whal was once his home is no more. His property
R
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and that of his close friends is no longer recognjzable. HlS old frlends have died
in the ravaging waters. The landmarks with which he was so acquainted since childhood
are no mores The world he once knew is no more. Here before him is a strange desolation.

No doubt there welled up in hJS soul bltter ieollngs“of melancholy and deopalr.

Sadly he thinks, "Yes, I and mine were saved. But if this is what we were saved for,

to be the sole witnesses to complete and utter ruination, I don't think life is worth
= Y:,z/u&\n&ak

livings Perhaps it would have been better if I too had érowmed-in that Deluge. Why

live, why hope, why work? All is gone, and there is nothing to look forward to.!

And at this point, our Rabbis tell us, G-d appears before lNoah and does not allow

him to continue this moroseness and despair and hopelessnesse For G-d showed lNoah

three worlds., He showed him, first, OLAM BE'YISHUVO, the world as it first was, in

Eternal Life, a Iree of Knowledge. He showed Noah the chance men had to attain health

and wisdom and hap01ness. Then he showed him OLAM CHAREV, the world destroyed ~ the

degeneration of his generation where men Dractlced decelt and theivery a and 1mnprallty.
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A world which lost itself into a whirlwind of sin and crime and then drowned in a

PR, 3 ther rylnse.
whirlpool of destructive waters - the MABUL, the great Deluge, the world in u
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But G=d did not stop there. For_be/had He stopped with the OLAM CHAEEV, Noah would
have been justified in his despair. Rather, G-d injects in him new hope and cheer.

He also shows him, say our Sages, the third picture:OLAM BE'SIKUNO, the reconstructed
world, the world which can be recreated and rebuilts. "You and your race, Noah," says
G-d, " failed miserably in your first chance at making something of Life. You gave up

Paradise and Life and Knowledge, you surrendered to CHAMASS, to deceit and looseness,

and enddd in miserable faliure, in watery graves. The Flood has destroyed all that
Man has done in these many geherations. Man fumbled his First Chance. But do not
despair, Woah, for just as you have seen a world in operabion and that same world destroye

Just as you have seen the faliure of tne vlrsu Cnance, so will you see a world rebullt,

so will you be given the opportunity for a great Second Chance." And, indeed, NOACH

RA'AH OLAM CHADASH, Noah beheld a vision of a new world, he began to understand that

G-d had really offered mankind a Second Chance. He knew and understood that out of

of new'worlds and neW'OpDortunltles. Yes, he foresaw the dangers of drunkenness and

avarice and cruelty; but he Also foresaw the contributions of Abrahams and Isaacs
and Jacobs and Moseses. He grasped the new opportunity bto start all over again - the

Second Chance. He sensed G-('s goodness, and learned Lhab G—d gives to a world, to nations

to communltlegiﬂto Lamlljes and tm 1nd1v1auals - a Second Chance.

Our generation, wrlthlnr in tqe agomles of p9331mlsn and nopeleosness, tosging

restlessly under the shadow of gtomic destriiction, and grappling with despair and frust-

v

ration and gloom, we too must behold a vision of OLAM CHADASH, the New World, the Second
Chance, bthalt G-d holds out to use For we of this generation are as Noanh of old. We
have seen OLAM BE!'YISHUVO, the world in its "normalcy", in comparative stability. Ve

remember very well the prosuerltJ whvcn seemed to us a Paradlse, the Tree of wae

promised by Science and the Tree of Knowledge nourished by great scholars and thinkers.
And then we saw too OLAM CHAREV, we saw the great destructiin, World War Twoe e_saw

one thard of our people destroyed, we saw natlons suallowou allve, families torn apart

forever, old %nd egtablloned customs 3nd tradntloqs tnrqygg?ygrooard, and %1} that
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immates, Knowledge profanpd and Ps”adlSP nlunderedq How tempting to despairl How easy

——— I

Lo imagine that all is gone, that hope is only a lmgﬂbﬁb of t1e 1marlnqulon.

And yet the Bible bids us hope for an OLAM CHADASH, for a new world, try for the
Second Chance G-d gives each and all of use And so strongly did Judaism insist that lan

is offered the Second Chance, that 1t 1ncoruorated it in as one of tue tnlrteon fundamentals
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of our faith. And that is - TECHIYAS HA'MEISSIM, Ressurection. For indeed the ultimate

f§§§5§§g£ng;;ggpg and faith that G-d offers every nan and voman another chance to do
better, is the belief in ressurection - that 331“35 this 1ife is, in a way, only a first
chance; that it is at best impersfegt, and at worst a total faliure; and that,ﬂthergggre,
G-d offers Man another 1ife, beginning from scratch, a second chance to make something
greaﬁrout of his human existence. For Ressurection is a concept which is broad indeed, and
which includes more than physical rejuvehation of dead bodiese. It entails, in its broader
sense, the DrO?}SP that you anu T will get another chance and opprotunity to right what
we wronged.

And this Second Chance, what in the netaphor of swimming is known as "second wind",
is a matter of everyday occurence., A young student fails miserably on an examinabion.
His school gives him a "re-exam", It i1s his Second Chance, his dessurection - if he can
succeed and pas:c ite A man and his wife have made a mess of their married life for a good

number of years. Under the guidance of their Rabbi or Minister or Psychologist, they decide

to "give it another try". Here is their Second Chance, an OOportunlty Lo ressurect ‘the

dying embers of an early love and affectionate companionship. Here eve-theusende—ed- is
a Jew who has lost his wife and children, parenbs and brothers and sisters in crematoria

and campse. Part of his life is buried in some anonymou° nass—-grave. He really has nothlnn to

live for., But he settles either in a f”andly democracy like ours, or he emigrates to

Israel and begins a new life. lultiply that by five hundred thousand and you have tne great

iessurectlon of our awe, the terrific Second Caance for Jewryo

How, of course, you have ‘the ”Lﬁﬂt to ask me: granted there is a second chance, but
how are we to go about this ressurection in the here-and-now? how is man to success{lly revive
his 1ife ih the second chance? Here we must rely on one of those quaint but profound

statements our Rabbis sometimes nake, In discussing the question of Ressurection, they tell
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Wi "thy miipod of, reIYRL. oI thewﬁffgjagfwﬁgp?sﬁ:ﬁ?EQX_QQVﬁQ?-Wﬁan to outdo our modern

1entlsts who are. trylﬁéﬂgaiﬁump life into dead organs. What they have in mind 1sz,//

pp@wpiglggywbui,ethigﬁy They maintain that the Creation of Man, blrth, beging with
OR UBASSAR and ends with GIDDIM VA'ATZAMOS, thot G-d first providec the embryo with
flesh =nd skin, and late: gives him blood vessels and bones. But when G-d will ressurect

mankindy they say, the order will be reversed: first giddim VA'ATZAMOS, velns and bones

and then OR UBASSAR, flesh and skine A curiou- commontafy, indeed, and one wonders
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vhy the Rabbis gpent time and energy delving into things go ’istant and beholden.‘lf

Yég'the Rabbis! description of Ressurection tel.s us much. In your first
attémpbs, they want to say, in your first Chance at Life, the one in which you made
your share of human errors and perhaps failed, and which you hope to correct with thiis
"Second Chance Ressurecti n" , your first interest wasOR UBASSAR, the skin and flesh-

that is, the outside, the superficial, the semmingly attractive. You were atthebbad

b color and flash and sulendor. I t was the exterior of thkngs which attracted and

—_— —

Fascanar,ed _yous Life was onlv skln deep. Oi UBASSAR. Onl too 1ate dld you discover

Lhau the substance ow ‘man is not h1< exterior, Only tc toolmte dld you Ql”COVJP that it
n 1s no rlor. Und,

is a man's blood that counts= and even more, his ATZAMOS, his backbone, his resistance

——— ——— e

his inner self, that which is not , overly glamorous, but upon which ~depends his whole
LBy SRl Hpes

being. Nomz in this Second Chance which you are granted, the ressurection can be com-

plete and successful only if you reserve that order. Start, this time, with the Giddim

Va'atzmaos. Concentrate on the inner matter, bthink debpcr and go to the core of life,

Interest yourself in the soul which G-d gave you.~-KI HA'DAM HU HA'NEFESH, blood,

represente the soul. Develop your imner faculties of faith and coodness and 51ncer1ty

and decency, and build yourself ATZMAOS, a backbone, the power to resist temptation,

the strenth to swin UDstream, bne ability toooeak out even for the unpopular. And then,

when a man has proven that he has a back-bone and red blood, when he has made himself
GIDDIM VA'ATZAMOS, will he automatically have obtained the O UBASSAR, flesh and skin

the glamor and glisten and glow of the extgrna] whlcn reflects a substantlal 1nglde.

T

Only thus, our Rabbis insist, can Ressurectlon— the Seeond Chance- be 2 SuCCeSSe For
G-d Bessurects thus 100e

an who su proceeded
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Winston Churchill is perhaps the best example .f a:
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when he was given his Second Chance. Tn his 1 'u;:,st biography, by Robert Lewid Tay.or
swe read of y ung Churchill at the s ciable Karrow school which was sns is world
famcus. It was his first chance at proving his real wotth. But somehow the UU UBASSA

, : : . vostn,
had a supernatural attraction for him. He e uld nt resist the g amcur .f smars
a fel ow student into the swimming pool, the attraction .f | oudly yawning in ah

extremely "DIGNIFIED" church, or the dubious humor of immediately buying two dugs

upon learning that it was forbidden-—sbkegs® to own any at all. He ch:lelsnl\r and :me-

aturely strove for a dazzling exterior and cared nothing at all for essentials. He

failed more examinations and was refused by more good schools than probabliy any other
great man. He was graduated in his class in Harrow, after being "left~back" a number

og times. Some years later, his father, Lord Randolph, confided to a friend that he

urgedifinston to Join the army because he considered his son a little retarded and.
bt ki)

dldn't thlnk he woulut suceed at anythlng olse. It took Churchill a long time to discover

that all was not glint and shine, OR UBASSAR. When, however, he was accepted at tre
famous .military school odf Sandhurst, Churchill change d.No longer were his pranks the
major toplcs of disscusion. He withdrew into his owm ro m and self, concentrated on

" the serious problems of !ife and Tiving, g t himself an education even if he didn'+t
like it, and developped his famous character. Now he was ressurecting himself.

He began with GIDDIM VA'ATZMOS veins and bones, he became a red-blooded person and
studiously built his famous back-bone, a back-bore which was to hold fim in the face

of Hitlers and Stalins. Suf‘flcmnt elan :md solendour ou UBAS-SAR, surround this

co'Lo rful leader _today. But only because, wien he got his second chance, he followed t
the right ordcr for Ressurection-— GIDDIL VA'ATZMOS firste

qu same nolds true for insti L,utlons and natlons, of course. &—syngogue

el MR MO St
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be__&liﬁQOVPI‘Q(‘i hat so much attention’was paid the skin, not enough to . the backbone...

The w-y to a susecessful Ressurection, a prosperous Second Chance, is clear enough-
GIDDIM VA'ATZMOS. A state of Israel, despite all her great accomplishments in the first

five years of her life, may still be considered wanting in the matter of GIDDIM
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VA'ATZIOS. For after the glamor of playing at the game of international diplomacy
after the heart warming fact of a Jewish Ambassador in Wachingion, alter
tie beautiful OU UBASSAR what abouu the GIDDIM VA'ATZMUS? Is that soul sustaining
blood circulating freely in Tsrael, or has perhaps religion been neglected justa
ht,iﬁnlsraelziégh the ﬁrims minister despite hos own religious leanings, perhaps show
a bit more ATZMQS, back-bone, in dealing with the atheistic left-wibg? One hopes that
The next five years will show a Ressurection of religious feeling in ’Israel, a second
chance begimming with GIDDIN VA'ATZMOS.

The way to acheive and make the best of the second chance is therefore cleare
Let us too, as individuals and as a community and as a people, use that approach
to the second chances (G-d makes available'io use And may we, constantly imbued and #%
inspired with the vision of the OLAM CHADASH, of the new and great world which we
can attain, be lead to the discbvery of this OLAM BE'TIKUNO, the world reconstructed;
the worid where a truce will mean peace, where "prisoner exchange" will mean freedom,
and where negotiations will mean not stubborn and aimless debate, but-the meeting

of free minds resulting in greater visions, deeper understanding, and greater love,
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