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Mincha=-Sermon Vayikra, March 29,1952

puntry has been variously described as the land of "golden opportunities", of
1ances', and the land where succees lies within the easy reach of everyone.
assertion which is, basic;zl‘]_y, true. Now while we are not prepared tp grant

s i 4 1 o o
bhit ef’ r’n‘l,r-'z‘l“m ation can hocome 8 I~Iem‘ v Ford or Rockerfeller, yeb ve must
hétomdim al b'chal
Ly-disagreewith those hardened c¢ymics and chronic crankg S1€ em D'
vho would have us helieve that the doors to success in all fields of endeavor
our faces, No, in America, in Israel, in China, in France, everywhere
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there are o

pportunities rife for those who would geize them. They exist in greater or

lesser degrees - but they exist,
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the questi L!P
o do aboutl thege opnortunities? Uhen Cpportunity knocks on our door,

ieg available for all of us - whether in

nted then that there ape opportun: i \
._ednc.d'.um; or in matters gof ‘the smr‘i |

—eur domestie 11
is that presents $tself to
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each and every one of us is: whalt are we going
are we going to get

'3 ~pass on to

+2 up, open the

! door and invite him in, or are we going to "sit it out" and allow him %o
some one else's door? Upon the answer to this guestion can depend many things -

=
-Esﬂlccess or [Faliure in businegs, a happy or an uniapp; T =
~p . - . .
3 5 1ife or one in which new and sun~bathed vistas open for us.
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Qurl Rabbis, commenbting on the very first word of this week's

3idra paint the picture

ﬁmﬂim_lndlnduala_who_mapgn@d_ﬁ_erenﬂy to the opportunities offered to them. Lach

. 7 chanced upo
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Vayikra el Moshe,

n, or, so to speak, stumbled upon a G-dly message. Bach reacted differently.
"And G-d called unto Voses". hat sort of call was this Vayikra?
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Moses, then, we read Vayikra, he calleds

say: (see 'h_ﬁi) Kriah lashon chiba ve'ziruz, lashon she'malachei hatsharess——
bo. The word vayikra indicates a call or a calling caused by love and resulting
cﬁmmqmeﬁeemnﬁwn%w#dm_m__
s with Sions of sacrifice ritual and Temple management, He calls to him
of the goul, by a sudden
d anxiol ticipption, with ziruz.

With Bilaam, however, the matter is

Here we read, Vayikar elokim el Bilaam, G—d was chanced upon by Bitzam = amd

new and fresh energies, with alacrit

S%there the mMatber endedl It was only, so to speak, a chance-meeting. Our L.bu:..; characterize

m,—-thr yord V3
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.. 3most profo
=) 3 ur1 0w up!

iyikar a‘s" = lshonm arai; T
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it7e Biltun is given the opportunity for greatness - alls

....Hilzam m;mceL upon G=d = what a {{1OI‘_LU'U.. opportunityl Here is a clue to the

nd seerets of life itself. Put like a mediocre detective, Bilaam does no
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a clue, he wastes it. @.a_r_n chanced vpon G-d; he ended with a_friendship with
[ heard the voice of an angel; but he ended in a conversation with

?:}"'i}his because it was only Vayikar, it remained as a casual acquaintance, and so he degraded

[fj'*_, o ahame and tmpurity, grei-vettumahs =

— e And-+it-3d -proecisely in this matl hat Moses shows his superiority. For after all,
Moses also |only "chanced upon" G-ds He was a Jew who was raised as an aristocrat in the
roral court of the Bgypbian Pharoah, and who had fallen out of favor with the ruling circles
Travelling] or wandering, in the desert, he ha pens o notice a snell boer ba'esh, a burming
bush, Only|a chance rnr—»rt:.ng,, an mconvpicuouc- omow Put Mogses, unlike Bilaam, seizes
upon 1v, h¢ TOLLows it up and capltallze: s—bhe—creat—roehhatl
neviim. With Moses it is not vayikar but vayilcra. I‘xom a char-c'r, meeting there develops an

——5rtd o ralabienshio with b} riunity" developes into a 1ife time oceumation. Wot
"he vayikar - lshon arai vctumah of R;l aam, bt vayikra - lshon chiba ve'ziruz. Moses is

—activated and dymamized, his life takes on new dimenskons and new meaning, his keriah
becomes a ¢arcer.
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ihat fs it that enabled Moses to bacome a Moses, and a Bilaam to become what he was?
The answer lies in the difference between the tords vayikra, of loses, and vayikar of
Bilaam, The difference is the aleph-zeira, the small aleph whi "n, when added to vayikar
changes the word to vayikra. This particnlar letter aleph iq, in this text, written
_gmaller than the usual aleph. The letber aleph, you know, is numerically equivalent to

"one", That is, the difference in the entire future of 2 person is the one small ster,
the alephdzeira step he takes towards the opportunilies offered to him, and what he does
“-100"‘[, and Wibth them, LI one altows an opportunity of anyr-sort—to—presend ltsclf' e
TAETs To @rploit 15, to capitalize on it, then it is merely vayikar, it remains casual
md—-h@—aﬁ&ﬁ—«hgeﬂm’?tfs—hm—ulmﬂ and- _u-ai;m"—ﬁv and nhggnr'? ty. If, however; when one feels
the Divina voice beckoning to him, when he beholds his barnine bush, his wision, his
_Qpportunity, and he mer_ly Takes one small step foﬁﬁd towards theiz opportunity, then
The chanes acquaintange develcps into a clarion call, into a vayikra, the challenge o3 —

]__fP—+‘"1L.
T.‘a'ul' of us can recall stories of how a bit of foresig ‘1'b 'md alertness, how the will
o frenca: —U"T“U“‘"‘T'l“"""by,_“h‘le Chﬁf!““‘q nok g}ﬂy_—‘nd-ﬁ wdual '_l_j_x Ik those of the world 0
iteelf, va[n e need but mention the many scientific discoveries uha'b are 1\'-:001*(19:1 as "acclaem
lalt, Actually t_accidental r‘Olm--l_r“h'-'** The first mesting between scientist

DUt a and ziruz, dewelion and rl‘“'l..eru.'l“ulorl.

ant 11 Tush *‘v{',"inr- of our nol_ﬂt, the hl"*'h.lj interesting sbtory of the _
d1scovery of the synthesis of naphthalens, Now this compourdd, czlited naphthalene;te—ene—

of the "s Jar’c:.ng-nolahs" in the mamifacture of a host of coal tar products, including

ey or mostof our-modern wonder—dmgss Tithoul the discovery of_thi. compound, these

1ife- giving drugs could never have been pre pared (story chemist with hemt—,no, breaks
neglect {he

—thermometer, leaves in disgust, next day new smelling stuff, other would
- _; —

opportinity to search, he finds its maj shth, » cabal r;ecl by mprmuy of f‘xt,monetnr) Here,

| then, is the story of 2 man who took the aleph-zeira step, the one short step in foll owing

up a slim clue- and he “changed the Tace of The world of medecine At chemistrys_Froma———
yayikar he expanded his 'i:u.fp into va.yiﬁg,_jjmm_m apcidental di rcovwry into 1ife=
Tonstaining fame, -

and discovery 1s -
AM me tell you, as

— Qur Halacha presents this very samne idea - if we will allow ourged imaginations
some freedom - hut, of course, 371 a legal frame. The Mishna in Bava Metzia discusses the
Droblem of metziah, of "finds", You know that one of the mitzvos of the Torah is that
one mast return what he finds to its rightful owmer, if the owmer can prove thal the
find or object is his. If it is unclaimed, or il it cannot be ide: .L..w.f.‘j.ed then "finders
“keepers", he who Tinds it owms It, The ifis hn-x—d-eqcribes—'bwe—ﬂeo*ﬂe—'laftwel—ling.—@ae—is——
rochev al behemah, riding on an animal, and the other walking beside him. The rider sees
—a-—metziahy o find, Bub he makes no overd effort to retrieve it, though he motices it first.

The man who walks, however, goes to the find, bends dowm and picks it up. The rider claims
_that it belongs to him, for he first saw it. The pedestrian claims it for himself, since
he picked it up. That is the decision of Jewish Law? - natlah ve'amar "ani zachisi bah",

| zacha bahe He who actually picks it up is priveleged with its owmership. You see, my
. friends, there arfe many metzios On_tae + Hanyopportunities present—
themselver in the course of a 11fo—f,1me. ;’md ‘l;hcre are Two approaches Lo them, One can

—ride by ih-comfory, Galking e
them, By Torce O habit or laziness he will not. “E;PE off his high horse" - literally.

_This, howgver, does not estabIisIt ownership. The npaortunity is lost to hime. The man
who walks with his feet on the ground, curious and observant and active, he who will
Bend his back ¥o mtuﬁlt , he oyms it, for him mp and exploite

| He who takes the trouble ake a few Short steps, the alepl zeita s theonewho—can

make a wvayikra out of a va,ylkax'.
—The opportunitiss offeredusare immense — waas_to_gai_clomm_mmxlumn,

opprtts to return to ::tudy and educat:l.on, opptts & dentify ourselves w.
i AT -., {emaTagRIve e,bou 1t? - 1‘1:19 on high and pas.': = or
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