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Our country has been variously descrj
"infinite chances", and the land
That is an

land of 'Voider' \ bunities", of
is within the easy reach of everyone*

assertion which is, basically, tr , "le we are not prepared tp gr
~all the details of the1 Ho/.'atli> Algiur thesis, t?-- lutely everyone

bit of determination can become a Henry Ford or Roc'
unequivocal!Vy-di-aagroo with those hardened cynic-! and

er, yet vie
she!oindim alenu b'chal

•/ho would have ;/e that the doors to success in all fields of endeavor
our faces. Ho, in America,, ir. Israel, in China, in France, everywhere

opporti ':' ' for those who would seize
- but they exist.

They exist in greater or

Grahted then' that there are opporti1. ' ; i
business,
the questioh
to do about

L] ble for a!
in our -domeotic- lives, or in our faf.inn. or "in

other in
of-the spirit, -

that presents itself to each and every one of us i at are we going
these opportunities? When Opportunity knocks on our door, are we going to

•

e door and invite him in, or are we going to "sit it out" and allow him to
some one else's door? Upon the answer to this question can d<

5 or failure in business, a happy or an unhappy domestic lilt?, an ymptv and hollow
life or one in which new and sun-bathed vistas open for 1

:*-£ up, open
pass on to

Our
two

ciabbis, commenting on the very first word of thi
,q who responded differently to the opportun

:idra paint- the pic'
offered to them* Each

' ̂  chanced upon, or, so to speak, stumbi sa a G-dly Lge* Each reacted differently*
j Vayikra
Our Rabbis
mishtamshin

el Moshe, "Andjj-d called unto Moses", 7Jhat sort of call was this Vayikra?
"KrTaTi lashon chlba~ve*ziruz, lashon she'malaehei ha1say: \see Rashi.

bo* Tlie word vayikra indicates a call or a calling caused by love and resulting
in a dynamic, electrif; alvanizing effee illed. 7ifhen G- f.Q

TTl
• ^

charge Mosejs -:' "' l''>e missions of sacri"1 r i tual and Temple management, He calls to him
in Pi vino llove, Sri-th chibaA and. Moses respond s by r\n awakening of the soul* by. a sudden
outburst oi
Concerning

nevr and fresh energies, 'with jila£rit:/_ar.rranxioixs anticiggtloh, with ziruz-
h ttMoses* then^ we read Yayikra^ he called*

Here we read, Vayikar elokim el Bilaam,'different*
'there the niatter ended! I t vras only, so to

With Bilaam, however, the matter i s
"was chanced, upon by bilaam -

speak, a chance-meeting,
-Br'shon tumah

Our Habbis characterize
of casualness,

pf sharae BX. C\

".TI

tra5F-aier-=-̂ rî TOTra.ra1._T I^KIIOII tmai. l-»shon tumah —^m-expge&sion of casualngss.
of m̂pnri,.ty. Bilaam is given the opportunity for g '.ness - but he fails xo
^11^J.. .̂ "̂  • ino;i, 'i-d - w] ' S 'Pioug OPI rtunityl H i clue bo '-1

rofoilnd secrets of life" itself* But_2J_l
f"follow up'

.
a Balak
this becauj;

a clue, he wastes i t .

:J mediocre detective, Bilaam does n~5T

• " v c ' -••• • • • " . . i

ito shame ar
ie it was only Vayikar, it remain*

Moses also
royal cour1> of the Sgyptian Pharoah,

Only
upon it, he"
neviinu '".

irvtjL e degraded
d imrmrity, gnajL. vu!ibumah«

it id precisely in *>^ ? matter that T.̂ oses shows his superiority* For after all*
only "chanced upon" G-d* He was a Jew who was raised as an aristocrat in the

had fallen out of favor with the ; circles

or
a

lesert, he happens to notice a sneh boer~ba'esh, a g
conspicuous QpportunjJar* But Moses, unlike Bilaam, seizes

he becomes tho groat rooh ha1
follows i t up and^apttyl'lzes upon i t ,

•' i not vayikar but vayikra. From \ ting-there d< ' > an
into a.-life time occupation * Not

the vayikaif
activated

- lshon arai vetumah of Bilaam, but vayikra - lshon chiba ve'ziruz. Moses i s
iH HynaTTii 7,nd, hi^ l i fe tal<es on new dimensions a ^ dn^, M? keriah

becomes a career



N.L. Vayikra

changes
Her tqar

"one".

at enabled Moses to beco: Moses, and a Bi] to bee
' " nee between the words vayikra, of Moses, and vayikar of

ence is the aleph-zeira, the small aleph which, when added to vayikar
o vayikra, " lar letter aleph is, in this text, written
sual aleph. The letter aleph, you know, is numeric ally equivalent to
difference in the entire future of i "son is the one W a l l stgPT

ileph-fzeira sten he take , .intimities -of" J '• vdrn« andTvmat'he "does
-pr- ' of any sort to present itoolf and ho

degenerates
'o5.ee beckoni

i b, then it is merely vayikar, it x-emains casual
impurity and ofo?rm-Hty.. Tfj h. . one feels
i CV~\ 'h "* ' "* " '— on^ ]

and towards the l ~> r tun i ty , then
• ^ ill, into a vayikra, thn _
life-ti I

of us c;

ielf. Orle n(

all stories of how a bit of foresight and alertness,
hac changed not only individual li^es^ ^i*- t.'nopn of

i will

the many scientific 'ies that are recorded as "ace'
completel: first meetir sen scientist
chioa and ziruz,

illustration ? point, the highly in1
d

p , g y
0 -overylof the synthesis or naphthalene, Wow this compound, called

the "starting-points" in the manufacture of a host of coal t
\\i&ivj or mciihjt of our modern vfonder-drugG* Without the discovery of thi
l i fe- giving drugs could never have been pre pared (story chemist wit

i In disgust, • • ' y new smellinp; stuff3 other

rmination.
h e •

-is one
or

-rr-

, Including
nprmnri, tbfisft

. breaks

rtuniiy'to search, he finds its maphth., catalyzed by mercury of thermometerj. Here,
then, is the story of a man who took the aleph-zeira step, the one short step in following
up a slim clue- and he changed the face 61
vayikar he expanded his life into vayikraj

of medecine and chemistry
_accidental discovery into._li£es

fame.

presents t.Ms idea - ifwewill allow purged imaginations
>me freedom - but, of course, in a legal frame. The Mishna in Bava Metzia discusses the

_pjgjblinro|rlnet2iahj of "finds". You know that one of the mitzvos of the To rah is that
one must return what he finds to its rightful owner, it" the owner can prove that the
find or oTpjeet is his. If it is unclaimed, or if it cannot be identified, then "finders
"keepers", i he who finds~lt owns it. The Hlijhna describes two people travelling-. One is
rochev alibehemah, riding on an animal, and the other walking beside him. The rider sees
a metziah^ a find. But he makes no overt eTfart to retrieve it. though Jie_Bgtices_

picks it up. The rider claims
laims it for himself, since

man vijio walks, however, goes to the find, bends aovm
.t belongs to him, for he first saw it. The pedestr

he pickedj it up. lhat is the decision of Jeydsh Law? - natlah ve'amar "ani zacliisi bah",
zacha bahL He who actu/n" v ^ '.cks it up is priveleged vrlth its ownership. You see, riiy

? of Life. Many oppor^nitica procont-
themselvep in the course of a life-time
ride by ih cdmi%?%3

One can
these oppf>rtiini ties-but, doing nothing about

jjt'o'rce oi' habitjojT"laziness he vdl l not "Fit off h is hijh horse" -_J i te ra l ly»
however, does not "establish ovmer'ship. The o, _ ori • mi ty i s lo > to higi. £:•<•• I

l~,
ks with his feet on the ground^^curious and observant andactive3 he yfho

o w n s i t t f o r i ~ W ^ ^ r ~nTs back ^ p ] ^ p ^ y x J t

He -who^takes the trouble to take gTievr short s teps , the~a3:eph zeii?a-xs~the one who can
ke a vajylkra out of a vayikar.

The nnpnrl.nni I.IHM off fired us are immongo - q^f#ttBJ^y=e«-to-gat closer_ to our children^
• t

: " • !

x> study and education, opntj.s to do good or to iderr'V'",, -i»rsolves, vr.
to do aboutit? - ride on high them upv - or

get_down,| walk
^ g liiLLJ ;
clown, picK it up, and begin on new and y/onderful" careers?
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