
THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF Tit CAINE MUTINY 

delivered Westfield 9 Sh d Probus ( spfia Rotary, ofan caine 2/8/58) 912/13/5h; 

leIntroduction. (Story:lecide topice..oranges; *#repeat speech...2 rabbis,from memory) 

Ae Not a book review. You get enough of that. Probably read the book anyway. 
B. Not a sermon. Not preaching to or at you. 
Ge. Rather, analysis of some of moral issues with which Wouk deals & witich he raisese 

26 Several Aspects. 

A. Of course, book has several major aspects: psychological, wemantic, adventure, moral. 

B, I am interested primarily moral, think it's something vital each & every one of use 

CG. Central moral problem*"Gaine" is a conflict. 
De All great literature has at its center a conflict - like real life. 

3e First e The Necessi for Di ° 

Ae Keith's first set of experiences aboardCSINE: completely rejects "way of life" 

aboard vessel. Refuses to accept its particular discipline. Prefers owm “Common Sense" 

Be Result of Keith's rejection of De Vries’ discipline - gets another one, that of 

Capt. Queeg. 

Ce ie@e point made is that there is no alternative to discipline as such. You can't 

live completely without discipline. Tims, Judaiem is a discipline of life. Se 

is idolatry. So is Commmism. Science a discipline of thought. So is Reason. 

A}ways mst live under some discipline, good or bad. 
De But without Discipline altogether, Man camot live in society; his life doesn't 

make sense and he mist become an outcast. 
E. Thus name of boat is CAINE ~ and as Keefer points out in book, Caine of Bible 

was an outcast. Reason? ~ he rejected G=d's discipline, lived undsiciplined life. 

F. Thus, first step established ~ must accept a dkscipline and follow and obey it. 

heSegond Steps The voral Issuer Conflict of Disciplines. 

A. But the basic moral issue of the CAINEMUTINY is the conflict bet. 2 kinds discipline. 

1) Official Di ~- Navy Law and subordination to Ranke Represented by Queeg. 
e@e Once Mp in Navy, mst accept Navy Law all the way through). 

2) Indi Di - ot teen tae Se ee 

ee m0 of "acceptance", but auto-discipline; listen inner conscience,mind). 

Be During the typhoon, we sympathize fully w Maryk and Keefery. feol certain tragedy 

if follow Official Discipline. But (if you think back) we're never really sure 

about it. Maryk ~ all along voice of conservation, Ind. Disc. discouraged, now 

becomes supporter of Ind. Disc. Whereas Keefer, always plugging Ind. Disce, 

refuses to face Admiral Halsey, thus bears out Official Disc. 

C.This then is the MORAL ISSUE: granted I've accepted Off.Disce, how far must I 

follow it when my Ind.Disc. rebels and mtineers against it? when is it noble 

Discipline, and when ignoble Submissiveness? re 

De A very veal problem. No easy answers. Blind Off.Dise. ~ ridiculous, 

(STORY :#rookie-cop,red-light). And always Ind.Disc. ~ lawlessness. 

E. Examples of such cénflicts: #icCarthyrsecret info; #Red China & spies ~law or intui 

#Zionists in Rumania. #Frequently - very much so ~ similar case w Jewish Law. 



CAINE MUTINY —2= 

5» Tae Solutions 
Ae Basically, a matter of interpretation, (STORY :#tickets, anthropology, relics lost race) 

B. But I think my interpretation more than just a guess. What scientists call 1 

an “educated guess". Because I kmow lierman Wouk, Orthodox ete, Teli about him 

C. Court-Martial itself favors mutineers, vs Queeg, thus for Individual Discipline. 

At least, so far as to say that use of Ind.Discipline wasn't nonsensical,shad basis 

: F. Wo, otherwise gonetines ridiculous and sometimes tragic. Rather, Greenwald implies 

that this holds true only when you choose an Off.Disc. for ite MORAL NATUR. 

Moral Nature Navy: protect shores UsS.As, protect mother,ieeeJewish element . 

G. And where IN PRINGIPLE accept a discipline as a MORAL one, then and then 

mast it prevail under all conditions, even where I (ise. * aU oe dante umeretand ite 

Wl. Wouk told me he intended to put on fly-leaf following Talmudic statements 

MeGMB—EBIBERS YERUBAAL BE*DORO KE*MOSHE BE'DORO, BADAN BS*DORO K*ANARON BE*DORO, 

YIFPTACH BE'DORO KI'SHMUEL BE*DORO (TracteRosh Hashannah,25b). Moses far greater 

the case of the GINE MUTINYs QUEBG BE'DORO KE*LE VRIES RE'DORG, both represent 

the same MORAL Official Discipline: Navy Law. 

throughout, especially moments of great crisis when 

throw off the discipline and live according to your instincts.


