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Norman Lamm ot Shmos, Jan. 19, 1952 \

THE UNSEEN AND THE UNSAID

There is something thrilling and exciting in the first revelation of G-d to lMoses
about which we read in today's Sidra. It is something which is even more scintillating
than the miraculous phenomenon of the burning bush, the e,(c 9%/t VJ0O , which

Moses perceived so unexpectedly as he was leading his flock near the desert. And that ir
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the profoundly unique reaction of Moses to this vision which he beheld.

One might think that Moses would develop his curiosity about the burning bush,
and he would examine it to find out the reason for its unnatural behavior. One might’
expect that upon hearing the voice of G-d, which, the Rabbis tell us, sounded like the
voice of his father Amram, he would be fascinated, and continue to peer at the stuamge
sight; that he would approach it >even more closely and carefully inspect this place
from whence G-d appeared to him, and, flattered by G-d's choice of him, strive for
even greater visions,. |

Instead, we find that a certain humility overtakes him, a certain self-control,
and ’t’"}\\h nc Q\?"\n c> "> o Aln N"AD'| o Moses hides his face, for he dares ndt
look further at this vision of G-d. What a wholesome reaction - and yet how unexpected.
Moses shows an unlimited reverence for G-d - he will not delve too deeply, for he knows
that there is a mystery to G-d, a secret or secrets which Man dares not seeic out, and
which he cannot even if he should want toe. The roct of the word ~A0'}is >SAo =
hiddeness, secrecy, mystery. This entire episode is a mysterious one, one which involves

A“A0 and (0,

Our Rabbis tell us that Moses was rewarded for his act of hiding his face and
restraining himself from further probing into the mysteries of G-de (U3 0N ~vAc'1 a3l
P30 Aol Ao S Becaﬁse Moses hid his face, he was rewarded with his radiant face,

You will recall that at the climax of his career, I y)"’ s rays of glory emanated

from the visage of Moses, a halo centered about him. And this radiance was the result ‘

of 19 ;vQ,N NAD ') o The rays of glory emanating from his countenance were the
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reflection of something hidden within, something " N0 2?2, The outer beauty reTlected
an inner beauty, an inner secret. For only he who has an inner secret can respect the |
innelir mysteries of another. It is common experience that the gossiper, he who peddles
the secrets of others, is usually a base fellow, an empty person, The finer person,

the per;on of dignity and grace, is usually the one who will respect the privacy of
others. Only because Moses had some great secrets locked up in the chambe;'s of his heart
cpuld he reach that high spiritual station where PW\\S(« Yk Gl s (g 3¢y nao i),
that out of reverence for G-d and the invioclability of his secret, he hid his face and
looked no further, he refused to look at what must be unseen. Such a face must shine

gloriously, for it covers a noble heart with sublime secrets.

When we speak of the secret of G-d, we naturally mean religious secrets. We
mean that there is a sphere of religious experience and Divine existence which the
human mind cannot penetrate. Just as G-d Himself is invisible, unseen by the‘ human eye,
80 are the faith in G-d and the workings of G-d unseen, largely, by the human mind, The
greatness of Moses lay in that, despite his great intellectual curiosity and thirst for
knowledge, he could say ‘(ca 2P, uiO to here and no further. The human mind is natural.
1y limited. It cannot grasp all that it wants to grasp. It was Moses, say the Rabbis,who
first said the psalm beginning ‘\\XX( 7401 201, "Thou who dwellest in the secrecy of
the most high",Aabout which we are told vy J'fo Do, "G-d sees, but is unseen',
It is something which modérn man, sophisticated to the point of arrogance, will not admit.
| fodern man, who thinks that he can know anything, thinks that Truth must be obvious.

"I8m from Missouri," says 20th century homo sapiens, "If I'11 see it I'1l believe it'.

Judaism, however, has always insisted that there 18 an unknowable. Let us again
refer to G-d's first revelation to Moses., G-d reveals to MNoses his name - the YudKayVavKay-
gnd adds, 5\2 \RY s h NI frn\\ -W,M,"'this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial
unto all generations". Interestingly, the Sages point out that the word E Su' US P
"forever", is spelt without a VAV - ‘F“X‘V‘Y ; and that can be read P g ?_S 5

"to conceal", "This is My name forever" becomes "this is My name to be concealed".
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What a transformationl And in this the Rabbis find an allusion to the rule that the name
of four letters, the Tetragrammaton, the Qple » Pl s should not be read as it is written,
it should not be pronounced . If the belief in G-d is to last Pjﬁiil unto eternity, ther
His name should be E’SQST, concealed rather than revealeds There is something hallowed
about the concealed, and something msually hollow about the overly revealed. Rsligion
stresses - the unsaid, the unspoken word, even as Moses hid his face for he realized that
the burning bush should essentially rehain - an unseen sight.

A good part of Judaism and Jewish literature centers about the Kabbalah, which
goes under the unfortunate name of myéticism, but which is also known as <QAI0) ANIP s
the Science of the Secret. And the Zohar, source book of the Kabbalah, or AVION ANINS
speaks of one aspect of G-d which it calls the (ﬂ\o ~|'h s ¥he Infinite, the aspect of
Himself which G-d never reveals, the TAAODND S‘h', G-d as a Hidden Being, the
holy unseen, Man is too ignoble, G;d too majestice There is some level which Man's

even 6S & (owngqem t Lhna VMo can

understanding cannot reache wyvevar wonc@i\Ve 0% £ Le,ow»%'\ oy wloe,

If only our young college men and women would be humble enough to accept this
premisel The young intelligencia of our day believe in the invincibility of the human
mind. They believe that Reason has unlimited power, and that it is the mnlygggag:r%y
which people should live. But, O, if only these young people, who reject faith for text
books, would realize how limited human knowledge isl If only they would wake up to the
realiies around them and see how human knowledge has failed to redeem us. And if they
were really interested, they would bother to discover that one of the great principles
of Modern Science is the Indetermiénacy Principle, the consequence of which is that certain
things can never be known! Certainly human reason must be exploited to its fullest -
Judaism hés always practiced just that - but there most definitely is a ~ A0, a QJe,

a secret and mystery to life. Voses recognizedigt when he hid his face and looked no
further. And Job, in his final grand soliloquy, recognized it in all of Nature. For if
not a mystery, what then is the cell - and the'cosmosl If not a secret, what then is

love and devotion, and hate and emmity. What is tragedy and what is Jjoy, what is religion

and faith if not an elaboration of the great and profound secret of existence itself,
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a secret which has its origin in the seecret and unseen and unknowable G-d. Moses was
humble enough and great enough to recognize this - hence his P11 '\J\Qp‘p s the

TA™D 'J\'|\ s the halo, the rays of glory.

This week Jews the world over were shocked to the core of their souls, a shudder
ran down every spine, when news was received of one of the greatest scandals since a
Hellenistic Jew set up the statue of Jupider in the P’ Q?P N Q, 3?of the Second Temple.
The Shomer Hatzair, the semi-communist party of israel, issued a copy of the P'ZJJ'J
from which the reged every mention of the NHame of G-d} They violated the 10 the

. i i Tkeq havye blackened e hale o*f»’.h\n,q(
secret of Jewish lifel They have desecrated the very soul of Judaismi)How tragic that
where a leses hides his face and does not even dare look at the Burning Bush out of
scoundvels

reverence for its holiness, these beeews dare lay thir hands on the Bush, the secret
T4 is nevitable Ywedk :

of Israels.ySuch hands - - will be burnt.

But this matter of secret is more than a metaphysical idea. Secret involves
not only the religious, the unseen, but also the personal, the unsaid. It is a very
personal matter. Many times, when you have gained access to some intéresting or juicy
bit of information, your first impulse is to pick up the telephone and tell it to your
friend or neighbor. And how wrong that isl For every person must have a secret which
he reveals to no other., Not having a secret means not having individuality, and not being
endowed with individuality means being a person without personality.A person who has a
secret is thereby set apart from the masses. Without one, he is no longer unique, he
becomes a mere carbon copy of the human form. He is like any manmufactured article, a
pencil for instance, which, being mass produced, is no different from thousands of others
like it. When you have said everything you have reduced yourself to nothinge A person
who has a secret, like Moses, is a person who has 2 P HA ofT s 2 halo, or in

“+aerws
modern iimes, a distinctive personality; for there is something in him that is unsaide.
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The other day, while rereading some of rthe classics of our English Litérature, I
aSs* '
came across an enchan’oi;gs,\irom Oscar Wilde's "Dorian Gray". Wilde's artist speaks as follows
hen I like people immensely, I never tell their names to anyone. It is like surrendering
a part of them. It seems to me the one thing that can make modern life mysterious or
marvelous to us. The commonest thing is delightful if only one hides it. When I leave
town now, I never tell my people where I'm goinge If I did, I would lose all my pleasure",
How we heed to hear words like thatl For this is the Age of Publicity, the Era of Diary
Writers, when a secret is no longer a secret, when nothing is left unsaid. The temptation
to tell all has actually endangered our national security - even military secrets are no

longer safe, for even well-intentioned people have forgotten the art of secrecy. It has

come to the point where even a Loyalty Board, investigating just such leaks, is no longer

able to prevent its own members from "leaking" its own secretsi 3¥T t( [10 3
D
M

And the secrets of married life ~how they have been violated by our newspapers.
The Gossip Column, or "keyhole reporting", has progressed from a tolerated impertinency
to an art to a sciencel Marriage should‘ mean that two people share their secrets and
personalities, that they respect and enhance their mutual secrets and keep them sacredl,
Instead, what we have is a vulgarity and shamelesness unrivaled by any other societye.
For our papers headline the most intimate - and I might add, immoral - details of the
marital lives of prominent peoplee And 'chey are read and repeated by the people with the
gregtest of glée. Agerica, it seems, has succumbed to the creeping disease of Winchelitis.
A society of this sort can have no ®1\DP) WW&»V “? for there is no gD YA e

Judaism has always emphasized N A ! , the keeping of secrets, hiddeness, chadity,

Qe

modestyef Said the old Reb Yushe Ber, Y953 GUy ,m,(\é@ [IN I Us o [rol :@

(13 1 cun g, (ya ol e Gy e, [renfons (1o din Ot (in o of1e

b

If we follow that advice and respect the secrets of people, our civilization might some

day have a P YA 0(\7\ , a radiance and the warmthq of dignified glory.
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And what we Jews haven't done to chérityl Charity among Jews was always shrouded in
secrecy. There was a room in the m tells us the Talmud, called the e Un J\z(.(\
the Hall of S'ecrecy. In here the donor would quietly deposit his contribution and leave, and
then a poor man would enter as quietly and take what he needs, unknown to the donor. Both
would perform their tasks seéretly. This was not announced five times over again as is
done today. If you want evidence of the degeneration which the Mitzvah of ) T 3 g
has undergone with so many of us today, look at the Yiddish papers any day of the weeke
There you will sec an unequalled vulgarity; you will see certain pictures reprinted with

disgusting regularity. There iis no secret about who gives and how much he gives and to

wholt he gives. And there is no secret that the. reward is cheap publicity. There is nothing,

0 nothing, unsaid. Here are people who destroy a Mitzvah by vulgarity; people who sell a

9 EAOC'\\ to seé their own P’ ,their phopos in the pgpers. What a crying /
need for VD Nn YAR'] o

ST

Longfellow once wrote:

"Not in the clamor of the crowded street,/ “Not in the shoubs and plaudits of the throng, |

* But in ourselves are triumph and defeat" |
A very great truth, Mr. Longfellow. But many years before you there was an old man calleé
the Prophet Elijah, who was inspired by the le.sson of our Teacher, Moses, who was able
to hide his face and respect a secret; and this man Elijah recogpized that:

SR M Y\? Loy snfg .3 Qe (f 2 fon (.03 M l

G-d is not in the howling wind, not in the volcanic earthquake, not in the roaring fire;
G-d is ‘revealed in the small still voice, in the unenunciated opinion and the unexpressed

idea; in the unarticulated thought and the unspoken word; in the unseen - - and the unsaid.
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