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November 10, 1971

Rabbi Norman Tamm
Jewish Center

131 w. 86th Street
New York, New York

Dear Rabbi ILamm:

Enclosed please find a transcript of a
recent radio broadcast on the Israeli
Army radio station.

The participants in the interview
were Dr. Daniel Tropper, our Israeli
director; Yaacov Boyer, a Gesher
field director; as well as several
young people who took part in Gesher
Seminars.

We hope that you will find this
both interesting and enjoyable.

Ve truly yours,

«w4¢uyonu_ (Zﬁﬁaa

Ahava Gross
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The Gesher Foundation P. O. Box 170, Cooper Station, New-York, New-York 10003
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Israel Tefense Forces Station (Galei Zahal)

D2, TROFPPER: Gesher is an organization which was

founded two years ago with the purpose of bridging the
gap between the religious and the secular communities

in the State. We are convinced that the bridge can be
built only upon the foundations of Judaism. 1 speak here
of Jewish values not so much as of Jewish observances.
Judaism is the heritage of all of us and it represents
the unifying factor for Israel.

AUl iCiis A seminar was recently held at the field

school in Guysh stzion in which the opportunity was ziven
for relipious and non-religious youngsters to come together.
The organization sponsoring it is called GiSH&R., Con-
cerning this organization we are hearing from Dr. Tropper,
the head of the oreanization and from Yakov Loyar, the
program coordinator.

TR, TROPPER: The main thrust of our work is among youth
and vie organize a varity of activities for them.

{AKQV [CYAR: Our operations are based upon two premises.
Firstly, we base ourselves upon the desperate, situation
which exists in the country between religion and the
peonle, petween the Jews and Judaism, and between the
religious and non-relisious populations. Lveryone agrees
tne situation is not good, each from his own point of view.
(ne claims it is not good that we have religious coercion.
(ne claims that it is not good that we have anti-religious
coercion. %e claim that it is not good that people speak
about coercion at all. e want to bring about a bridging
of the gap very simply- by understanding and dialogue.

to reconcile brother with brother through the heritage of their fathers
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Let everyone do what he wishes to do but if we understand
each other there will be fewer points of contention.
This is the first point.

A second point is that we all agree that Judaism must
maintain a basic and important place within the Jewish
peonle. o one denies this. One calls it "Tradition"
another "Religion" and another "Heritage." LZveryone as
he wishes. B2But everyone agrees that it is important and
that it is good to know it. To observe or not to observe
is a personal problem for each person to tackle- it is
not our problem. He decides after he knows. It is like
a student in school who is asked %o write a composition,
If he is given only one topic he is not satisfied.
riowever, if he is given a selection of topics he is able
to select that which he prefers. This is the problem
with our state. iach one receives only one topic; the
chevra know nothing about Judaism.

wven in religious schools where the students observe
mitzvot and learn Jewish philosophy, they generally
keep religious observance by rote, because this is what
they were tausht to do. The time has come for them to
oegin to think, todeepen their understanding, to really
know Judaism,

ANNOUNCERs  You try to give the youth a religious experience,
Jhat are your methocds?

fALCY JUYARs 1 would like to alter that concept slightly,
It is not that I ceny that they have a religious experience
but we must look at it in context of the total experience.
['r. Tropoper has previously stated that he is not certain

as to the source of this experience- I too do not know
precisely how to define it. It is a fantastic experience
of encounter between two types of youth that in reality

are one unit. Until now they were under the impression
that they are two seperate units and that there is no

link between them- suddenly they discover that they have

to reconcile brother with brother through the heritage of their fathers .
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so much in commén, that there is more to unite than to
divide, that they have many mutual interests. And here
they come together to discuss the most basic concept of
all, their very essence, Judaism. FIrom this springs forth
the deep experience of coming together. I have no doubt
that within this general experience there is also an
element of religious experience- whether one will call it
a religious experience or not is up to him, osut that

they undergo an unusual experience at the seminar none

of the participants will deny.

A7 QUYCEZR: The seminars are but one program of Gesher
which in addition sponsors days of study, regular dis-
cussion groups and workshops. what do the activities
give the secularists and what do they give the religious?
Crna ~ar (n of Ramat ‘lasharon (secularist)

O.'At 1 understand them! I know them: I understand why
they are religious!

ANNOUNCER: cZitan iledmi (secularist)

CSITAN ‘efore I came to the Gesher seminars, a religious
nerson in my eyes was a short man, fat, with a kapota,
with nayes, and black clothing. Jow all this has changed.
loday a religious person to me is a youag man, nice- it's
just that..... its just that he has a kippa on his head.
This to me is very crucial.

.+ 3ara Jeiss, a religious girl.

340t It's very difficult to say what happened. .ut
one thine is for sure- the seminar raised my estimation
of all human beings. 1 met with other people and judged
them as individuals.

A CU'CiiY; Toes the non-religious youth change to be

religious as a result of the seminar? We asked Dgniel
Tropper.

to reconcile brother with brother through the heritage of their fathers
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TR, T.weP.l:s Lo, not as a rule. 1t happens only in
isolated cases. In zeneral, as the youngsters have indicated,
the seminars change their attitudes regarding Judaism,
They now see that their religious peers share many @ommon
values with them, such as love for Israel, security-

the very same values which they cherish. To change into

2 reli~ious nerson who ooserves all the mitzvot is some-
thing which requires a long process. 1t will happen to
some individuals and if they find meaning in it 1 am happy
for them- but this is not the goal of Gesher., The goal

of _2sher is, as its name implies, to build a bricdge by
Srinzing all of us closer to the values of Judaism. After
this point, let everyone do what 'he wisihes,

S1ITA T warything is created jointly. We are both searching
for something and in these meetings we meet in the middle,
In the process ve slowly cdevelop profound frieadships.

T waat to say something clse. .(lany of the youth reach
_eshzr out of a search for truth in life., ./hat is really
tricy LJhy vas man created? Why should we live?--

these and similar questions. Gesher is a vital stop aloa}
our route. For many of us it is a stop at which we will
remain for a loag time.
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