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Some time ago, when we were about ten o^ twenty years ̂a.gcf', there was a whole series
of words classified as "unmentionable", words which should not and could not be mentioned
in polite society. 5y today, the number of such words has been severely reduced. In fact,
the more such words that appear in a book, the more chance does the book have of becoming
a best seller. Inhibitions have been scrapped, and the unmentionables are no longer unmen*
tionable. However, one particular word, previously usedin the very best of societies, has
in our day become the foremost of the "unmentionables". And that is - sin. No one seems
inclined to ever mention thatL̂ grjdiL_lgj:st__of all preachers ̂ and-teaciiers of religion. It_
sounds_hpp£lessly antiquatedand old-fashioned.

All the more the challenge therefpre, my friends, to speak to you this morning about
sin. No, not about the big sins and the major crimes of the day - thoseJE leave, in this
election seasoruto the tireless political orators of all shades who have been_recounting
ali~yre~big~¥iJis since I4O or 5(fyears ago. I propose, rather, to talk aboprb the small sins,
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those~minor infractions of "decency that generally go by unnoticed. I want to discuss with
you those small sins which can, ultimately, produce effects and consequences more evil than
the biggest of sins; I want to treat of those small and insignificant sins which, when added
to each other and taken together, outweigh in rascality and horrible results, the greatest
of major crimes.

This week's Bible Reading, according to our Rabbis, conveys to us this very idea of
the disproportionate_ilangejr_oX-^mall sins. The "dor ha'mabul", the generation of the flood,
was an extremely evil one. And our Sages point out that thpugh they committed the three
major crimes known to mankind - incest, idolatry and murder - G-d did not bring the flood
upon them. G-d waited patiently. And it was only when they committed robbery that G-d brought
upon them the Great Deluge. Now, robbery can be translated two ways in Hebrew, and the two
synonyms are "gezel" and "chammass". The Deluge was caused not by "gezel", but by "charnmasS".
4nd_theSajges^^ makes G-d's;_
actiolislai the liioTrremaj^ only~to~ro55ery of significant
iiouMs7~of~lfyosser nd'ljhaveirpenitah". "Chammass", however, refers only to petty_larceny,
to "pachoss rai'shaven perutah", to robbery of less than the worth of one penny. Imaginel
These people were not punished for idolatry, not for murder, not for immorality, not for
wholesale robbery. But when they began to commit the very small sins, the stealing of
things worth less than one cent, theiLG-d^sJruc^^ ll^^ur Jiabbis meant to
•fcel3jiSj__ofe3&2U5l2ĵ ^ to^brj^g ^'mabtil" upon, the..world.
Michelangelo once pa-M̂ jrn'flflg waTcgj^^cyyjpn^jndjggrfection is no trifle. The Rabbis
k n i S ^ ^ ano^ aj^'mab

TShy so? "Why are the small sins, in a way, more vicious than the big ones? I think that it
is a simple matter of human psychology. LetL_a_jaorjBaĴ ^
sooner or laterjrajrilljre^ej^^
crpieT~and~he will~~make ammends. But let him commit a minor sin, a sin which is worth less
than a "shaven perutah", and he conveniently forgets_about. it - it is "nisht.,gefferlich",
and can be overlooked. Let a child viciously insult a parent, and he will soon come crying
and asking for forgiveness. Let him, however, copy on an examination, and it will not bother
him in the least. Let a normal adult cause a friend to be physically hurt - and he will feel
genuine regret and offer to make ammends. Let him insult or slander a friend, however, and
he feels no regret whatsoever, for it is only a "small sin". Sfl-ilie^_tt|e_^_jtos_staiid<
the chance of being removed; the small ones___arj^yjgrlo£ked_^^
ijtgj^S"^^ of t f i e ^ ^ ^ d heart and soul. The big^sinsJbeg_repentancej
'!EHe^small_sins discourage it»

Qng_neefl not searj^^PXJ^IlgJjL^g-JgMl^s o f hidtory_to_^r^v^_^l^^pjitention. 2,000
years ago the founder of Christianity began that movement by committing one small sin - he
refused to abide by "netillas yadayim", the washing of the hands before the mealo A ^ a ^
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by German Reformers who wanted merely to commit a small sin indeed. All they did was to
eliminate the "Y'kum Purkun" prayer from the Sabbath Service• I t is difficult to conoelYQ
of a lesser sin* let this small sin paved the way for al l other breaches of Jewish Tradition
whfcTTnave so weakened the entire structure of Judaism, Indeed, the famed Chasam Sopher
applied to them the verse from today1 s Portion: Vayimach ess kol ha'yekum - He destroyed
the entire Yekum (Purkun).

Benjamin Franklin, who_usu.ally e^resse^pj^fpungL^tlioughtg in his witty sayings, wrote:
"Fot* the Yfant of a nail the shoe was los t , / For want of a shoe the horse was lost,
"For the wart of a horse the rider was los t , / For the want of a rider the battle

was lost,/ "For the want of a battle the kingdom was lost,
HAnd all for the want of a horseshoe nail."

So Franklin too recognized that the minor oversights^ the "pachos mi'shaven perutah" sins
J t o n s e q u e n c e s Ju^t_tMnlcJba^_about two decades ago, ?riaen the monster of

FIT ng itgjiglg; headJ :nJ^rmanyjL^^Allied powers commited the small sin
ft bunch of crackpotsn they said, "Harmless fanatics" was another

l S T ^ i T iapplied to them* Small, small, ggaST^ginsT Xgt^_I ask you, did those sins remain small
jj resultsXJjasjg^anall" sin insignificant i n i t s consequences? NQJ_ no ̂  six million
tiiiesjjjb* The ifei^SlQ^Jblog^^1^ frQ&rsjJdestifies W~li5gr^pachoss mi^shaveeh perutah" sin*

AX thio point, my friends, I want to speak, as dispassionately as possible, about a
"small sin" committed by a great Jewish leader only this week* Let me say, further, that
my_owmL_pgJ4tical_j.nclinations are of noconcern_here,__and they do not affect my opinion.
Last week, the veteran Zxonist~Xea3eT, SabSi Abba ELllel Silver visited the home of one of
^ f e j ^ H ^ ^ i ^ ^ - ^ ^ - ^ 6 ^ 6 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a i^&X-^^Ms^-^i^iMkent criticizing the President of t,he
IJ.S* I_wj.ll not speak about_~ljHe~~major primes - about the exactness of^jtebbi Silver's
interpretationofthe_JgE^idei^tls_xejg3rjk^_nor will I^_speakjof^iej3ig sin of riding to
Mornjnjside Heights" on Shabbos - as a spokesman of American Jewry. BatT mast protest the
jmall ^ h -• jthe_sin which is not mentioned-in the Shulchan Aruch or quoted in our Civil Codes
^ i r ^ ^ the Habbi turned polijJrCianj^of^the pulpit

^ l ^ ^ ^ f j ^ j d ^ f F j ^ t i purposes* I fear that this^JIpachos
bring_on a "mabul"; and that just as a flood erases boundaries

and eradica:£es~^orders, sojto-s Small Sin can Eventually lead to Religion intruding on
i 2 ^ ^ I say that no matter

affiliation, this"^ maJLl Sin deserves a Big Protest. We must protest
candidates' visj^ng Garffiiars '̂~and against Rabbis visiting Candidates.

v
And let_.every_man and woman study his own lif^-history and he will discover that i t is

precisely these Small Sins which cuse_most grief and wreck mos^havgc with his mind. The
psychiatrist who wishes to heal his~disturbed patient cannot do so with the knowledge only
of hisj^or_a^ej^ations. He must, by devious methods and intricate techniques, work backwards
until he has uncovered the smalls insignificjnt_sins_buried deepjLrL,the_subconscious, and which
are the original causes of the dis±airba^clTrTQX]c^-£^ Small Sins
that keeps the psychiatrists so busy*

If, then, we are to prevent the Mabul from occuring in our day, the Mabul of personal
of social destruction, then we must be aware of the Small,g J J J g _

"pachos mi'shaven peiritah" Sins* "We must learn the Tragedy of the Small Sins, for, in the
words of a forgotten poet:

"One dark cloud can hide the sunlight;/ Loose one string, the pearls are scattered;
"Think one thought, a soul may perish;/ Say one word, a heart may break."
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