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YU Alumni-Israel 

1. Thank: award...Cardozo: "I=singularly accessible t expressions of regard." 

I'm especially pleased...this event. From beginning I took special pride YU Israel Alum, 

prob'y as expression my own frustration: best & brightest & most idealistic came on 

Aliyah, on the front lines in both war and peace; rest of us had to make do with back- 

office support, nurturing a lingering, irrepressible guilt feeling like a headache which 

refused to go away. 

ST (told me by Ezer Weizman): Italian colonel WW II--plan attack, blows whistle, runs 

into hail bullets, looks back for troops--sees them in trenches clapping & shouting, 

"Bravo, Colonel"... 

So, even during most trying period, we continued and accelerated 1-year-in-Israel 

program. You should know: We encourage year-in-Israel (now sometimes 2-3 yrs!) 

despite fact that cost for these close to 500 youngsters (about $2.5 million) is equal to 

more than 1/2 our annual deficit for undergrad schools! 

2. ST: 60th anniv'y--like 2 days: 27099... Me/YU=5/’nnw) 30... 

3. inside story early yrs. First--the 2/0 part: When | first came in, rather innocently, even 

naively, I thought of the verse in Job (8:7): TN NY? [WANN WY TPN m21--small 

beginnings, modest starts, but the promise of greater achievements later. Well, I'm 

thankful that indeed it worked out that way--but there was one slight change in 

punctuation. Instead of merely 194%, small, the word turned out to be 1¥#¥%--painful, 

very stressful and left its permanent mark on my psyche... 

Discov'd 1/3=debt service; owed $55M. Decided renegotiate; banks refused. Chap 

11--faculties thru paces...some_top profs ran... LOW POINT: sign ch.11 papers 

offices Weil Gottschalk - »29y D»nWN yn - Tenzer/Gov Carey - agreed $35M...RAV's 

talk to top BT members...paid in full Feb ‘78. And 3/0 was Over... 

4. Even in those dark days, those 3 or 4 first dismal years I never thought serving 

Yeshiva was anything but a privilege. I always considered it a great NN Opn, the 

cradle of TuM, the academy where Rav taught for >40 years. 

6. But, 9-N9 N7)N, the situation has improved in every way, and we have emerged from 

what was close to 2”’v to a rousing n’nnw....Let me tell you just a bit about some of 

the things happening at your_alma mater--part of the reason I refer to it as n’/Nnw: 

7. News about YU-- 

* (~2 weeks ago)--#45/first tier US News & World Report 

* DoODINN WODN ,OWITN NA 
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* Distinguished scholarships... 
* TUM Journal: 3 different Torah journals; 4th Orthod Forum volume coming up 

* Commission on Judaism & Human Values (more: I hope to have more to say 

about this and what I think can be a major achievement of YU alum in Israel 

when I speak in Jerusalem Sat. Night.) 

* _-all this not inexpensive: _cost of running YU=~$1,000,000 a day! 

8. My main lesson from 20 years in YU Presidency: that I must follow the truth as I 

see it, and that I must be patient with others because people's minds take long to 

change, and perceptions lag behind reality... 

YU is in the midst of all tensions that bedevil the Jewish comm'y, especially the Orthodox- 

-today even more than usual. YU has many friends, some friends who are critical--and a 

large number of bitter, implacable enemies. Serious public issues emerge on our agenda 

from time to time, and they resist simplistic solutions. . There are enormous pressures on 

us--on me!--and any decision has vast consequences. What to do? 

First: after weighing all alternatives, follow your own truth, what you consider the 

authentic thing to do! Reb Hirsch Rimanover used to restate the commandment 19)1n N2 

PNY NN WN as VN NN WN NN NI... Don't distort own truth... 

And the Berditchever used to explain the Talmudic injunction that every one must say 

DIN NIA) DW] as ODN NIA) 9 993W2...in my own authentic path... 

--TON NVA" WIN PTY NIA" 7X DIAL -NIA"-= 7X _,1777NI DINTNAW OT NNN? [V7 YiT!N WITHA "'Y 

ONIN NNN YW" ANID ,AYIN NOX 7'7WA ,N"a7A AWY AN kA" 7R--DI7W ,AII"! -- TON." TN 

.DTNA NX AIL,”“NOYN YFIRN NON"! 

7NI7P VWINTNA 707NA NANA TA] YANA OI7Y OW ,DI7W X71 AYIN NOX 7'7WA YITD :N7NWI n7RWAI 

SONA NX YNDAY FID “AN” [RX ANWI NPN OAW ,DI7W X7LANIN NMA 7'7WN ‘AW 1917 WI 

7a> 407 .O"7NA OW [27 AYP AAW 7D AYNA ANN ANITA NN"7 NNN ANA 47 NR WI'D O42 ANTI 

NnN .AINN D'UNNwWn! O'NIIA OTR aw “AANA NnNan” Vy (ANT7NA) 17y "“NiyTAL NiiwNN” 1902 and 

VY! NINW OTN [22 ANN AVON NXT NNN! ,DAIN X77 NNW) "732 ,AO7NN NX wI'd O'NwA |p ARIN 

Inia nid 7D NX OVAN NY ANITA WowA NNN o7NAT OTX7 WORX-'RY OWD WNN ,OIdI V7N 

“RW NIN (WITNA 27D) OW I'71IDW NIA" IN OTNAW AY'YA NPNAW 777 X7 Ni UNAD ,|D-7Y 7X N77 

7 XT “AYIN NNNA NX 7!'7WA" [271 .TVRZOAYA MINA Nar 7w ANININA p'7NA! XIAN 17 WORN 

Dn NMDA NAW NoNaW NID || NYE TW ANA 'D-7y OTNA NX XIII 7D'Y "TD NINN 109N7 

PI "YAOI IAIN JDINA WX "'N7 033'N1 ,ON7 ONT YIOINY ,1"'NT ,YINA [PY NOYN O7N7 OMI! O"777N 

NMNA ON Niwy VID! AA NVW AN ,I7 AN'NNN! Noon ANA NNNA Vy 1'N 0QA7 DAWA 71! 410-410 

SONA NA D071 01777 OTNA VW IN7ID' OY NaAwWNNA X77 A!7D ,D'NwA |N ANA 

That has been the overriding and underlying principle of Yeshiva: It has to be our nnx, we 

must travel on our very own 7/2, not that mapped out for us by others, and yet we 

must be patient and understanding, in the confidence that noyn yoxn nnx. 

9. This truth about truth may have some relevance to you in Israel vis-a-vis us in America: 

There are probably goodly number of you who don't understand us--why we still 
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remain in USA. how we are reconciled to Galut when the Mitzvah is to come here, 

etc.....understand why you have difficulty understanding those of us who share your 

commitments but have not yet followed your lead. BUT--not every truth can be 

assimilated & acted upon in same time-frame as others. Some truths, like some plants, 

take longer to sprout and grow than others... 

10. Let me close by thanking you again, and by reaffirming the interdependence of our 

Yeshiva family--you here in Israel, and those of us still in the Golah: Must remember we're 

really a "family," bound both institutionally and ideologically. No other group espouses a 

total loyalty to Torah with openness to worldly learning, to other Jews, to non-Jews with 

whom we share certain universal concerns, and to the general ideals of Religious Zionism. 

We share not only the same alma mater, the school we all attended, but also the religious 

expereince and growth that was given to us; ST Eisenhoiwer - Unified Command-English 

secretary- asked for schedule (skedule), she said: here we pronounce it shedule. That 

evening reception by Churchill, who asks Ike: How well do you know Gen. Bradley? Ike: 

"Oh, Omar and I went to shul together"... 

At Yeshiva we went to both school and shul together... 

yu-ist96.dgs-10/20/96 3


