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1, 1 , Mitt r Ssarhah of tfrtn*ft Wm renrtinwd author of the Or ins* Itch and ** 

on# of Hi" sot* profound halakhic t cholera of a i l t iwst, sjtant a profound eoewstat 

tn Mi Mtshwkh Chotatah thieh i t aoat appropriate t« ths da/ we now calibrate, 

atisbbet Hangedo! , thw special Sabbath which heralds the celebration of our 

'•iMTftl of fr«»do*i, Passover* 

A) ^bore art two typee of Hltrrot1 those that bind • Jee to hit 0-d, 

end Ur.§* that bi-ri hln closer to hit fellow-Jew, Thus, obeorvancee l ikt 

t i l t i t , t* f l ) 11 n, and sjeauaah brln? tho Jot directly into oetwvunioo with 0-d. 

« > r » » i w.11 tvv/1 torrh at charity, IOT* of follow -earn, and ttruwah, bring hi a 

into closer cofwmfty with othor Jwi« 

B) Sabbath i t a altawnh waloh draws 0-4 and Man clotor Vo each other, 

and it does to largely by bidding tho Jaw praotioo a dofroa of isolation t that 

he wtsht, in hit new-found privacy, study Torah, pray, and otbarwlto raach oat 

for hit taker. Thus on Shabbat wo warn eostaanisdt / i f* I h f f t ^'M /l** ''* , 

waking journey a sway froa hows on tho Sabbath inpoeeible. Carrying wat prescribed 

on ~'n*boAt; this too enfor^ea a eeparatenest betaew pooplo in different hoase, 

fcr thwy canhot carry froa one hone into another* Cooking wat forbidden, and 

thus entertainment wade d i f f i cu l t , discouraging too intent!re viaitlng and 

heopital i ty for warpr-iee guaete. The Sabbath I t note, of coarse, a day of total 

i so la t ion , bJ t i t res tr ic t s free and easy tjsvoaent and thut owphatitot indiridual 

and private rel igious e*rorience between Jew and 0-d* 

C) Ton TOT, contrariwise, encourages freer swrewent and wore intensive 

social inter course. I t nukes for greater ootmunity tol idarity and clotor l inkt 

betw*«ri Jews. That i s why a l l wnlakhot connectod with the preparation of food 

( C 9 J \?ik,< ** permitted on *o« TOT, •* art pemitted to cook and bake owwn 

for a thousand guests* So iwportent i t th i s idea of inter win gling and expanding 

httjitn re la t ion! on Tow "*©*, that although ordinarily It i t t t r i c t ly forbidden 

to pmp^r* on Tow TOT for the weekday a that fallow, nevertheleet i f one went 



aifca. 

•JBMNM) ar»«i eook*d larg* owani i i i ea of f t«4 on Tow ten b* eannM a* puaienod 

and u bald g a i l t l e a a , far «a say t h a t "elnee the food eon ba euiaua»d by 

i *a*t«, and s ince i t i a oonceirabia that guatta w i l l 4rap In unannouncaJ, 

th*n th* p r o h i b i t i a n i a auapended, and so punishawnt ia decreed.* ^ i a l a 

the U w wh*n, in th« ara of tha "ianpla, Java bended together to naka tha 

pi lgr image t c Jeruaalew, and thara m a t In aecred c o n f i r i s l i t y , Yoe To? ia tha 

t a w whan, now at th*»nt 11 ia a wlttrah both t o b happy and to Make others happy, 

"c that wh i La Sabbath ia r a a t r i e t i v * and f o s t e r s i s o l a t i o n , Yos To? la ixpsnalwe 

fend f o i U n f r a t e r n i s a t i o n . On Shabbat we a i e to raach 0-d , and through Hiai our 

fellow-Mean. Oh Yew To» we reach for our fe l low-n»n f and through the* for G-d, 

ir Pa each, h e w e w , ia tha ana axcoption f r o * ueongst tha holiday** 

***fur*- u-j" Sxoe^ee - when Peeach was alraady celebrated in ant i c ipat ion of tha 

event — our paopla were not yat un f iad and warped into one nat ion , Each 

fejs i i* was for i s e l f , and aach t r i b a »eparat» t ^j>\< J f l / ' l f>*:)H(\r Iff ^>/t/ , 

Bran wh»n tha; vara cowatand/td to bring tha Passover LawWae an of far ing , I t 

war, ard»iimd that a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s had to ba designated^ ( ('Ij*] ) beforehand 

sc ',hst no on* could ooa* V tha Seder unaxpactadly. Llks Shabbat, tboaa who 

want to dine together wust wake praparations in advance ( . j t i f i U>bJ \ t 1 ^ ">* ' * ) j 

fwa* and easy exchange of v i s i t s la dimlnlahad. Me wonder Pesach ia cal lad 

ahabbat, aa wher, tba Tar ah eceuesnds tha counting of tha Oasr __n i f >̂  t *>AAA , 

wh 1 c* our t r a d i t i o n in terpreted aa weaniwg Paaach, What did t e l a counting 

s i g n i f y ? I t s i g n i f i e d a process laading froaj tha i s o l a t i o n of PsaSv./er to tha 

openness of Sharuot. the raatr i c t i v e n e s s of ^babbat to tha ujcpansire freedom 

erf* Yow T o n 

ttft-uo-c Shabbat Ha-gadol, tharafara , a day which i t e e l f expresses 

ra«tri*'t ion of »©T»«ent but which haralda a holiday t h a t , whila i t e e l f r e s t r i c t i o n ! si 

i n i t i a t e s a process laading t c expansWenaas,, allow m to d i s c u s s with you tba 

-',- *pt of carrying on th*> Sabbath i t a e l f . For, aa % n t i o n e d , tha persuasion 

proh ib i t ion for carrying represents tha two ideas of d o a a r r e l a t i o n to 0-d 

ej»d thereby to G-d, 



f) Thla a l U r of carry-in* on tha Sabbath 5« irtiamtaly Uafcad 

• Ith tha inat itation k» %n aa tha Erju. — ona of tha »o»t aifnlficant and 

•laund»ratood halakhlc |»atrwa*ntaliUaa today. Parhapa by daacriblnj the 

background of Krutin, aoa» of Ha aajor lagal faataraa, andllf tla* pararttay 

aow* of Lh* ralavant prablaaa aa th#y apply to our coagaonity, «a vi 1 i appraclata 

thl » dialect ic bat**#n tha Shabbat-typa axrarlanoa^ of Jaa-to-O-d, and tha 

? . « ' • » typ* axparlanr* of Ja*-to-Ja*, both of whd ch ara eoablnad in th* 

c*i»brat1on of l'«aach. 



*» *m i n ' ^ i * popularly ueed inMudea a naaber af separate concepts. 

Technically, thai* am 3 Kind* of v O ' 1 i 

1) |^ ir^1f - jextendine; O ^ e ? ^ ^ f"eHrttan <' I »' f 

7) \\Uli«J\ If-lean M be / o N froa L V ** , /vi( , but if 

atarted N ' e r * VI*, can continue on V \» . Hence, prepare egg and aattoh 

' for •»'. ing on j * H « thi a i f cal led £ \ o *Y» I 

3) ^ ( o 3 o 1 » ( i i i l l be dieeuaeed in detail l a t e r . ] 

b. Ktyiwoloiryi alx , e t i r , coBfcine.( Thia, in I »f*\fv/» fcochine ^\/ti\M 

en-1 a » Vend thuaij Jn |I(<?TJS ^ conblra^it ^r»_p^ «* ^VY and V | ' l *• 1/*//>Jr>'y» 

eoabina >jH'fLl°r p'J*2- «\ 

C» *• ehall ceneentrate onyif f i r s t try to bring no at clarity 

into •onfua'on in public aind. ^h* t e r a ^ j ' V ^ a e rafarring t o ^ ^ f v §li]sf\ 1>/61(C 

la often uaad for to*j different problaaw. May hare seen, in oatmtry er "urope ate , 

a trine "ire ate . and rail i t • Z\?t** technically ia not t t v C a t a l l but a ^3»r»^» 

* ayabollc wall or partit ion, and instituting i t la referred to aa ->3 p. hftVAor 

f<& theee a m , aa amid 2 problems* 

X) Tna proper » ^ ^ ' OH" diaanaiona and partition^ao aa to have a l l 

territory under oonaidaratian regarded aa ^ $ 1 1 •*•' 

2) Once thla i a achieved, thara auat ba the laying «f an U V f -

*hi< t '•fnrs to a loaf of bread and auch, net a wall er aire ete# 

mi. 
A. ^ i ^ | 3 ^ MO* - One of j , ^ faaphaaiscdt Jareadah, Neheaiah, 

Nt ahnah, suffered erual fate of ^ $ h £ t o | c W t a) ignored by large naabera of 

&th»r*i»i abaarraff j«««-| b) not creatire l ike ether aM*pjt.$iy • 



aft* 

*• ^ V l ^ • i t l l c t *• • • t * «»*»€• ** •bj#at b*i •»**«• «f »l*aa, 

**ai aefine ^ u e « » ar , / ) l t ^ » 

1) Tarah knowa af 2 4aa»lna, »r ^ \ » | C l i wiblie (^i and 

prira'e ( %* $*}) , Prohibition of tarrying nwane to t ran apart ar throw froai 

"M to to* eth*r, or to carry or threw mora than it ttibite ia <-)V) itaaIf. 

?5 Rabbi a adki two awn* i ^ / y l N i a * a\l» intarwediate eta** n*twe*n i j ) 1 

arvd »v*5n *. whlla jx'^H pamitted to carry fwewa ^ ( f O ^ to ^ #£i$ , *fft , and 

*io* vtrM, ivabt i t forbid i t ; al ao forbid to carry ii. $ within tha ^ i f j g ^ , 

Th* other Kabbinie doienin ia ^\\JQ f\T>M " * plaoe froai ahich, to which, and in 

which *rmr, kabbie par nit carrying * 

(••• ^awsnaione r big quaation ia t how do we define tboe werioua doawina, 

tha 7 of Tormh and tha 2 af Aabbla? fceaewber aa are dealing with Laws, naad e tr ie t ly 

definr J concept e, and they need not nacaaaarlly bo aaaa aa In popular parlance, 

Th;.% will aay that a larga rel ley in which no on* liwee any be ragardad aa ^/S'ffV-)^ 

rathe: than <Ĉ > even if earned by one private individual } and that a large wetropolis 

with thoueand* of hoae ewnera amy bo ragardad aa a < ^ "> • Hoe dojti define thoa* 

U doeu. • n a? 

*) lltl^LJ^kl'' ** * pl*c» •UQft t b*t l%a aroa la at laaat C ^ by C*\ 

(a n ^ v i a a hancibroath, about It} i n . ) ) l t a height at laaat 10 f»fydW- either by 

»»*ne of tha ahole done in being rained that diatanea orer tha outlying area, a 

kind of large platform', or c*f fancaa ar other partitions around I t ; or a ditch 

dug around i t being \j f deep* 

-For a doajain to qualii? a «"VO °* Torch, not neceaaary that i t 

hare fence ar vai l of \j « ftr. a l l it eidae; 3 aldea are eufflclent, 

-Thaee .^Vf> ff °* 10 f >\ a) C high naad not nacaaaarlly be aolld walla, 

Jhut, 'or inatence, if a board or aire ia atratehad out at thia height, i t qtuQifiea 

fully i n S V fM̂  ' ** WtiC^4 ** * *°^ l d ^ a n c * o r w a l l * 



•§*> 

-a in i lar ly , if a >}'fsfJ of ordia*rT tfpa i t itiaftU*, tan laabatltato 

a ayafx-aic «ai i callad / x ^ ^ l J - • . . raoalring twa pillara at laaat 10 p fs^L 

hlfh and a U m dirootly orar 1 M B , baring ahapa of a doorway, Jhit t*& ia 

• ^ f 1c i .n l w Mir* ^ a ^ J ^ N u d ihua dolinoata tao i * - ^ , 

t ) f*-a-T» /v]|^l : la a pnblie thoroughfare, at laaat 16 cubita % 16 

euMVt in araa, no roof abora i t , and auch that 600,000 paapla walk through it 

da l ly , fW« sh*l] h#*» aora to aay rf thia la tar). All atraata, aranuaa, ami 

allaya leading into tha <•> 5)*) theaaelrai bo© cow ~j ^ "> . 

^ *^2llll2J5 ' *• *J1 °P*B *P*e* which qualifiee neither aa *> 5)'") *(?>*")# 

a place that ia not a priwata(in dlaanaiona) aa tha f i re t or aa public aa the 

e»oond. lh1»t a l a * or parte whioh haa partitione(but they am not tha raquirad 

10 f ^ 9 v hlghj and act nany paopla trareree i t { or a raiaad platform eituated 

in a o $ 1 * » l c n i* •»>re than £ ^ by (j % equate bat leai than 10 f\hQ (/ high 

(if i t war* that high i t would beeoao) a f u l l ** "^ ") ) ia a ^If/** 2> • 

^ ^*^9 f)fN » *• » p l * « *t l*aat 3 f^fsQU high, I W i t s aurfaaa 

araa i t r«r.y avail - lata than k f*f->0 v equare, 

D) Cpnclualon 

1) ftafiaitlona offered of *> >>*> and i v^> ate . daal only with apatial 

diaja&aj ona - height, langth, area, a t e . Thay here nothing to da with priTata or 

public ownerehip. 

?) Banco, i f wa her* * < / y- l (nJ) • i««*^l3«hff • * proper height* and 

hoaee can't earry moim than <L5a/̂ l|V|̂  *3 within i t - and I inatituta prober TS3«A/V" 

of 10 f̂»dv» by on* way or another, 1 create $ <T'̂  and am permitted to carry therein* 

*hie ia not »n ^ W l T " ** *>**• popularly cal lad, but -> j»> i\PNft- f ix ing . • • 

A) *"hcla ides of »\ * \rafare to a placa which, by apatial dioanaiona 

iaaeribad, constituted a trua »* ftll , §e that carrying witidja i t ia ponaiaaibla, 

aa ia carrying fro* o » * "5S "") diractly into anothar ' 9>1« Tha question of 

n
v Y ariaaa only (for purpos** of our dlscuaeien) whor. we alraady hara propor 
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B) *tt*n this 'x^)^ i t f»«pl«d by diffarent lndiri duals who «r« 

•ich • • Wo neighboring humwmr* who shara s 

eoa^or^ yard, tb* TrediUrn declared at. f ' / j t ,MD,fC# « i * swans thai although 

fro* point of riaw of Wah W« the yard eonetlWtas a trua <V)0 y as does each 

hcuaa opening Into i t , and It ehould therefore b« pared tted to carry within the 

yard r»f fro* the heueee into the yard and vice Terea, nererthelens If there i s 

ar» lhaj on* owner In a i"?") » carrying la farbiddari. "o thalKabbinic law 

(of «rc«t antiquity - tha Talemd sttr ibutes it to King SIJUJIB) declares that for 

c»rr>« rar to b*> r«nri tud f thara suet not only ba private proparty insofar aa 

disjsnsione or ^\ ) >n N ara eorrerned, bat also private proparty lnaofsr aa 

ownership la concerned. If thnie ara F*J2\, $ ***'• *̂w"n *"* JV1?* *"* "̂  » t B # r 

tJba prvaanc* of mar* than ana hawaownar aauaaa a prohibition to to in affaet asair,. 

C) ""hat la tha reason for thla f JJ?t W u ' | t , if after ai: th« Biblical 

prescription* far * ^*» have bean fu l f i l l ed? w*hy did tha c o r t af l ir^ ^©lonon 

further res tr ic t carrying on tha ^abhath wader each eoirtlitiona? lb* answer 

la *>eych©logical i when paopla wil l not lea that i t la permitted to carry oat an 

ob>ct froa a private hose, lata a oeurtyard jointly uaad and owned b> seheoi JUW 

peorl*, and froai tha yard to tha ' | t fV , or atraat into which tha yarda open^ 

Mill erroneously conclude that in a l l caaaa I t ia paradaalbla to carry 

fro* a prlrata doa»in( »*?>")) *» * '*•*•** publii* domain ( •> 0 "}t thua violating 

tha rm^cr Biblical prohibition of T)ft$jVV» which ia ona of tha 39 forma of 

labor forbidden by tha Torah. 

Ther« fr rs King '"'olomon'e court declared that ownership should alao be a factor 
©wa­

in determining differ*r<Lck or^ne, and that carrying fro* aat » ^")uwned by 

ona person to another ^ ^") owned by another parson or Jointly with othar 

parsons - i s forbidden. Ahie i s ^damon** P l_y^ ^l^'lt •* *preecriptton af 

neighbors." ' 



E>. that ju*t aa IdlMMts added a prohiMtion, a* a* nede pro-iriela* ft i U 

a l l ev ia t ion , Jaai aa he restricted ejetien and mmmm.i as Shebbat, ae ha 

arranged for a*r* fr**si<»a af ejoreaent. Ha declared the true "j»p3 h * » M * f • 

R . **>- ib is )a aaant that a enthod «aa prooea*d to abolish, far the eake -it 

••at'bath-law, the concert of ee^*r»W aanereMp and m r%* tha ovners inU a 

eoajnon union of aarierieW r>oee*ee1on af a l l doaiclas, yards, streets, I U , A 

loaf of t m d or Chilian ar toat nbafcfra* aa aseWsther food la designated as 

belonging to a l l tha <**„)<?' - tha neighbor a or hoMowner* aho a lab to Joir, tha 

onion - and placed, on bahalf of a l l af the*, ir tha heaw of one af the*. This 

foodstuff, called tha Knjv, be Ian* a to al l» hence, It symbolises that all imv# 

aqual rights in this roo* and In all rooms and houses, yard* and streets, the* wK-o 

h*w« expressed a desire to join In this prefect* Thus, throueyj tha Krnv, all 

properties »r»- swrged, and there ar* no aaparata camera, far al l ia n«* one / \ | f ' ) » 

one large doanin. tfilh the knoaledtfo that ar Eruv ia necessary, and that one 

ar ate, th*« poss ibi l i ty of erroneous conclusions ia reduced, and carryinf i s once 

*f«ir. penr.it tad frop hoaaa to ee-artyard, 

F. We ..cannot go Into a l l tha laws °f «V\Vwf* xt|">lf# Thay are <ruiU coaplax 

and c can?! Ira ted. But too thing* ahould be pointed out. Fir at, the bj-uv la not 

a 1*gal faction lnvanved to clrcuanrent a previeuely existing lea . The previous 

laa already permitted carrying, for we are dealing with prirate doamina, the »**)") 

and not •*) %S *) or even ^ I ^ / M ^ • *hue, the very ssa* Court of Soleejon declared 

both th* p \ p l llO'fc and ths l > i | V * (»f '•* - the prohibition and the method 
f\a,w4H for suspending i t . The M-ruv ass not, aa sosn » w aaataij believed, a daring, 

bold *Kuls>* *t was originated siisult*neo%sly witti tha prohibition i t «aa Meant 

to euspend. 

The aecond thim to 144H *"*eP In arind ia that the Sruv i s sjaaniaffttl anly when 

ve are dealing altr< a true \ % *) insofar aa diaanaiens and partitions ere 

concerned, *TWT cancel a out p ,j„JJ ->|0 «|« • It cannot vit iate an ^ p » ^ •>! * ' |t 

due te ^ N I ' I ^ *VKfA o r tranafer fron genuinely different doamina. 
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•• iaatmint » eeaamnity vfelch la §%rrmnm4 07 It* prapsr >;/'/)/v » 

*>*» » thus a tr»* 1 ^ ^ , ho* la the *rw» instituted? If thare are net 

t^e wr,r Howwntr i , th#y §11 Jsi« per eoneJly •«* 1 ndl rid eel 1 jr. Other*', ee, 

MM *at»M do** it e n fecial f of the antlra easaaunity era* without express 

narwi eaten, t * t m M af tha principle «f |i>)e)'u t&t flk\ f&J - «• my 

confer * baneMt upo* « oar. arer. la his absence - and tha hsm la aiedoabtedly a 

ha ne f } I . , 

f 11 lis an avwn Ur |»r <*o«*s"ini ty, than haa does one include tha streets la tha 

Erv* ; r* viw«r la by . j j l V ^ v , ar obtaining permission rla f«ra*l ar 

eyesuOJc rant.*] af tha awnicinal properties, froa tha city authorities. Aa 

l^ng *« thf «̂  »YT) o t , tha Mayer ar othar Municipal department heads - such aa 

"ubJic health, f ire , and police - May, amen If only In eMergancy, enter any 

apartment ©r house thay with, than tha antlra consent far tha Kruv my b« 

obtained by tha *«bbl or hath Din in thla manner, 

V, Hash* ttan t 

** ha-* tha? discussed tha tao aa par at a prohleas that amat he considered 

Defer* carrying it par a i t tod on tha Sabbath. First aa* tha question of D/OfTi » 

and ec arrenjtijv tha dimm.*! on» or J\) Jtfifi that tha araa not he a ")•>)') but a 

. See* mi, once the 1 ^ ^ la established, the r*pt . Wl'fi must he null i f ied 

uy tha union of a l l "neighbors" or citiaena la an &ruv# 

%aee «« el 3 l ive ir. Nev York u itjr/ i t Might he of Interest tor us to ponder th? 

hA.la.ihi>* status of our community insc/ar aa carrying la concerned. The second 

part that of inst ituting the £J-UT to eroid the f M 3 £ D/<p(C , i s ef course 

the easier problem, If i t can be established that aa l i re in a * 5)9 and not 

in e n 5)Hk In .—/far as dimensions go, then what swat be obtained i s consent of 

he th inhabitant* *nd municipaJ authority for the *TUT. *!• f i r s t problem i s the 

far more significant one, and It ia this that w r i t s eur attention. 

F irs t , it should be ear-nasi ted that me an? considering only Manhattan island. 

Brooklyn and keuetna term mer-ly the Western end of a Much larger ar»a called long 

**Jancu Similarly, the othar boroughs are not included at al l in this discussion. 
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mffm 

fm p « r ^ « ^ of our dAeruaai©*, lot «* conaidew Hll«t ••parti* f«#»U**f 

atuoh win d« tontine «heth*r or net Manhattan la * 0 ^ 7 * **** , , * , 

I) A V ^ O a Public Djaaji># *• »a eaid ear l i er , la defined at 

a* or*ri *•«.-# *w«r* lora/er.. wl dm- than 16 eubUs. In Manhattan •ti'-h condition*, 
A 

ol r w **, J» exj at. 

2 5. *io*»v»r, Manhattan if an la land, aerrcunded on ail aidee by »»Ur 

o>»n*r thf.r the reqnind 10 e « p 9 v . woea thi a constitute tha i /Wj'/> A 

requlrod for a rrltata Uowi4 n or «v ^-) ? 

5) Aseuannr timt Manhattan ean la declared a »^> beeauee of t h * ^ / } ' ^ , 

i t ir>t th«* 10 cr •«- br1dr*»* leading Into and out af th* City constitute • br*a> 

r braeer- of tha JSl?»r»K , n d i n • aeorre connect Manhattan to athar area**/ The* 

r»*<BrUn^ i t U> a -̂  * ^-) ? 

Irtl us take ur !**••* que all one on* by one* 

a) Apparent jy , Manhattan la tfeo ideal "Public ^oaain." 'hart are aaay llsa»e 

**<re than 600,000 pound!n* the parMant of our c i t y , and i t s atr* ta aza certainly 

> Oar th*r J\fflk. j v , Tha faet that the bodlee «C wattr on e l l aides ara 

v H l J ' P ^ 4* Titiatod by tb* bridgea which ara wi jar than 16 cubits and hanea 

constitute a breach, be nan leering 'Manhattan a a if without any ^ / / ^ / v • 

*h» breach cannot be rectif ied by a fNĵ . d^ - A M ' which •jTshollcally ohoaa 

tha opening in the ua l l e , for f\j, & >> > ~>;5 la effective only in bettering a 

ICJV-1^*lc"*** V ^ ' V * 'herafore tha fact that aur bridfaa already here a 

fV">ds>WV>t3 by their vary eonatraction ia irrelevant, '̂ hie ha a bean tha 

position of »**ny of thoae uhc have eteedfaetly jaatntalmd that Manhattan ia a 

twal - > ^ O *»"<* rienca no arrangement could ever b* **&» to panait carrying 

on th i s ialnnd# 

Ho*ev«r, Rabbi M« k>aher h* a br i l l iant ly doatun at rated - and recalled tha 

cinaecrt of th* leading author i t la a of our tiaa • to hie Tie* « that thia opening 

of 16 cufcita ooaetitatea a J*ublic ^ostein anly ahec t) «re are two auch opening* 

with direct acc*j*a to eachothar along a straight Una - ^ | fti ftwoN f * * ) ^ v * 

If , havever, thaaa opening* or getaway a ab jaot faca aachjothar diractly, U thay 



art net exac t ly opposi te e sohether , ther the? «e not aavrtrt th* ares into 

* Vin • 
**>« to. Hsttan i* l inked t* *ew Jersey , Brooklyn and ether borough* by bridgr* 

»n t i l a id**, ^it no two bridges ere d i r e c t l y e p j i o i i u each* ther such thst 

you ran n ] k fro* or* to tha oth*r without curving at a l l . ĥ* bridge*, 

tfi»refc*re, cannot annul the a f f a c t of the nefcv'f*! ji\j t^/fif for**d by th*» r iver* 

ervund Manhattan 1 aland, which 1* thu* not • "̂  %) *> • 

¥\« t h e m o r e , th* lata sainted sere , tti* \ | { . i / c 1(4 P) kaa p a t / forward • A * J * * 

miva**\.\ on according to which m gree t c i t y of modern t l a e s can b* regarded •« • 

•*)$)! becsuse of Wi# wey war s t r e e t s ara l a i d o a t , H« decides that »• lory *• 

the standing n a r t i t i t e n s around an area ara , In t o t a l , ssore than th* coatblmd 

Length of th* breeches ( SnS)^) f t ^ l I')*' * ^ M ) • •on i f tho breebh i* 

over 10 cub i t* , tho araa cone as no d raatain* a Private wo*mi n - a 4 faV»*>/|c? ?*$)<)<« 

Take a noneal cl t / hi oek which Is surh longer than I t 1* wide, and our ci ty s t r e e t s 

e r l * * - c r o * » , then you d iscover t h a t , cons ider ing o*ch *tra*t by i t * a l f , i t l a 

S u 3 * | s * \ t 1 1 * * f '* » W»«t i * - the coabined lonfth of tha houses on »11 

* d • i » greater than the eapty apace* (of sidewalk and g u t t e r ) , thus aach s t r a a t 

and a l l l e s d l n f i » t o i t nust be ragardad a s a f (j)i«0rfcf * ' * ? ) " ) • *** aaintad 
a* 

(L«|t i ^ f l **** n o i m m W I ^ , A * p l a y f u l no#*lty but as sn anforcsbl* d e c i s i o n 
' 0** v*v%*A #̂ Vc JV vt C*~\M jp*«*^ K*»A** A t V > * A K fclt* I V » ,«A~* VJ K V * ) ? 

of Halakhah. " ^ •>•***•*'**»•' V~"*- \'w V\* <**•* ^ • ^ ^ M . ^ <S>* H ^ » 4-»» A~A ^ A . ^ ^ W-* 
<•....*'~.VA,\~V-. ,s„ -\ v-ê .* VN̂ A M»~. •̂•A • % a*'r** -

B) The q u e s t i o n of whether or not tha water about Manhattan c o n s t i t u t e s rea l 

.^rt t 5 x 0 ^ hme a l s o bean debated. Allow m to su ana r i s e b r i e f l y the arguwnts 

of those who agree that they are proper ^f$ 'jW* , f o r tha l a t e s t and aoat authorl tat iwa 

d e c i s i o n s by tho g r e s t e s t luainasi ias «t the l a s t gmaratlasi concerning s i s d l a r 

s l t u s t i o n / . in Warsaw and Par i s apply *»-*** arsn greater force to Manhattan. 

Most ear ly a u t h o r i t i e s hold that water of l a k e s and r i v e r s are s V> 3 T» ^ 9 T V R 

i f the ir depth i s l e a s thsxio.^w '»« About Manhattan there i s no question t h a t 

th* depth i s g r e a t e r than t h a t , fcven i f in c e r t a i n p laces the water conweimbly 

l««a thai, that depth wi th in several f e e t of th* stqrlin*, i t c o n s t i t u t e s a emiem 

and i n s i g n i f i c a n t breach coaf.arad to the t o t a l and s u f f i c i e n t l y deep ctrcajrferanee* 



C) The l e t U r ef ftfce bridges vac discussed e snort while ago, M 4 we 

pointed e«t tlemt because no be© bridge e» trances ere directly eppeelte each-

ether, Manhattan cannot be celled e Public Aeeein. 

Tr. addition, when we ponder the problesi of whether bridgee cancel eet the ^ f ^ p / V 

because of th* principle that l a V ^ M * I C * * | f\*-l t/3 K , that • thereugh-

fere for the public nu l l i f i e s e fQ'^ ifi u f P » t h » »• f***1 realise thet according 

to certein euttorit iea thie hold* true only for f* i/V 1 * g*2 OJ » H * , • 

naUrelly-fonned par tdt i /en, euch a* He* ahorelir* or hedges e tc . But en 

ert l f lcel ly-constme ted p s r t i t d e n - f l | t *3<x ^ J ' O N 1» " o t cancelled by th* 

pefiMfo ef f v ' l l • Around e l l ef this island of Manhattan there ere placed 

water-breasere. fences, end walla to prevent any erosion of valuable real 
** 

e s ta te . (In the few spots where thi a le lacking tha fence sround th* naarb 

highway or the houeee theaaelves eonatiteue the e r t i f i e i e l p a r t i t i o n ) . Thle 

view, that bridgee cannot v i t i a t e e r t i f i e i e l partition* la ewintaJned by tha 

o ^ \t f>n• 
All In e l l , i t would see* • according to tha beet opinion available-that the 

bridge entrance a the*eel«os eheeld be provided with e rv-AQO -A •% I 3 , if 

n e b i door-**y i t not already part ef the original structure* 

?1 . Desirability of Eruvi 

A) sfbst we have tried to demonstrate In only e sketchy Manner ia thet 

there ia e body of opinion which consider* Manhattan at avwt a ^<Sfs/Oj> and 

not a -,*•% 0 . If the leading balakhic aeholers were to decide in favor of 

this posit ion, i t would cenceivebly be possible to coneider the next etept 

i- atituting an *ruv n i s to receive the regaining "preecriptton of neighbors'* 

or f>SK3 V -\ |0 «K • 

B) Historical ly, there were attempt* to eetablieh an Srav in M.I.C., 

but only for the eaatern half of the c i t y , bounded by the *ast River on the 

e.:tft and the then "Jrd avenue *1» on the West. The proposal wea f i re t s»de by 

one cf the very f i r s t Rabble in Aj»e£rica, a dieciple of the«y^|0 fy\ft . He 

was R, Zecbe.rl.aii Joseph ^oeenfild, who published hi* plans in 1B95. »e eent i t 

to the i l lustr ious R. lease llebanan f l ee ter wac referred th* caee to the then 
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•40-

Chief Rabbi of K.T.C., ft, Jacob Josaph. The b t U r gladly fart s is eenaant. 

In 1907, ft. Jeshue 31a gel «f N«Y.C. again proposed an *ruv for the last Side, 

and raraWad tha consent of ths feerahasjar Rat, the greatest "Posefe" of tha day* 

Th* I w t wis lnetltutedjfcaoh Friday tht 'challah"- far the *ruv - was faithful ly 

prepared. I l l was dona properly, Permission from city authorities m i obtained 

for a 10-year period. Pious -aws accepted tha &ruv. Than Rabbi "legal died, 

Tha fc.ru v was no longer placad regularly. Tha 10-yaar pari od lapsed* Tha "e^rd 

Avenue El" vss dismantled. Nobody thought to dn something about the s i tuation. 

And despitethe fact that carrying in Maw York Citjr waa - and lei - posit ively 

and abaolutaly forbi ddanfmany obaanrant êwa continued to carry and thus violated 

tha Sabbath anwi t t lngly . Many af thoaa who look with disfavor upon any new 

plans for an fcruv point to this Melancholy experience for support. 

In 194° tha fchaeidic a* shone Tar Rabba raised tha problem again. But new the m 

aaa a rnv question. The old El had coma down. The outlying areas of Manhattan 

previously wp-Hf esd t M new bui l t UP almost r igi t to the shore-line, a r t i f i c i a l 

_jT)\3<r»r* already unround d ths Island. JLnri ao tha ef forts at instituting an 

Bmre for al l Manhattan have baan lavivad. 

C) Thoaa who are now considering tha possibility of an Eruv have labored 

long on tha problem. Tha halakhic issues are extremely complex, "here are 

pedogogic questions to be answered* There ia a tradition In Judaism that 

etrongly encourages tha a stabliahment of bruvin, and a reality of a Jewish 
MM*-

ccesarunity unlettered in Judaism which wMel not and will not want to understand 

what th is is a l l about. 

Sows of our most distinguished scholars are currently engaged in studying this 

problem. I t is d i f f icul t t o predict whsn the answer wi l l be forthcoming, whether 

very soon or In ths mere distant futur« , 

Whatever the answer wil l be, i t hsi not been given ye t . Until a qualified and 

competent Bath Din of acknowledged experts readers th* decision that Manhattan 

ia not a ** >"} and that^ i t has tht re fore arrang d far an Eruv, w« - a l l of as -
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raaet continue to treat tarrying on the 8t,bbath *a *4sVar rial*tion af ta* 

sanctity of the day and a transgression of a dirin* cesweindaant* The fact 

that an K'UT way b* instituted in tha fatare does not ratreeeUiely grajtt 

an permission to carry today, anyUora than tha knowledge th« t, tomorrow la 

Sunday and "^O^*** is permitted all**a m to emoke today. 

^ * # ConcT J 3 i o n t 

*) Wa hare tried to ahow hew R. Mair Simchah's deenription of Pamover 

a» a nroceae leading froa conatrictlon to expansion, froa ieolation to inver-

i i n j t h m , la alao experienced on tha Sabbath • • » result of tha ruling of 

Kin,* Solomon, who inrraaa*»d tha raatralnt of Shabbet by promulgating tha 

f i \ >\ >|0'fc »*«<* ** ***» ••*• l1** x' J •*• h<* * ° •**• c w r M*yi throat Kruf, 

to greater freedom and expansiranesa. 

purpose of ths Krar and tht raaultant intermingling la not conrenlence, but 

a feeling of graatar affinity bataaan Jaw and f el l"*--'t>* becauee of oar mutual 

fa i th; a greater fratarnlty aa children of one Q*i who pave tha Turah. 

0«ror>- we can attain tha concept of ehar d experience with our nelghbore as 

a way to 0-d a concept symbolised by Tern *or and Rru^* wa must fir at aehiere 

tha experience and abi]1ty of directly clearing to 0-d and Aorah, each of ue, 

lndiridually - a principle inherent in Shabbat and especially in Solomon'a 

f « J > l >U'ft • • 

B) ShAbbat Ha«*gadol, tha Sabbath ijemediately preeedlng Passorer, i s 

therefore an appropriate ti aa to discuss tha reetrict ireness of t) l(J l»> "VlO 'jC 

and f «J^t ^U 'fc md **• P* red as Irene as of _^\T?fc ^ p ' Y a n d ? ) C f- J' # 

C^ But this particular Sabbath, Shabbat Ra-gadol of the year S722-1962 

i s especially appropriate to rewind a l l of us about tha graatar sanctity of 

tha Sabbath, and to bring to oar attention clearly and unequivocally that under 

tha present circumstances wntil such a time that an Erur i s made, i f and when 

i t mmr wi l l come to pass, any and al l form of carrying on Shabbat i s an 

"~>lf1 <* ">!• '/l • lfkT,0Bd J«*»» J**» »*• beliawe in 3-d and accept Hie Toreh, 

w i l l refrain froei violating this significant prohititutn* 



*) Ttai lata RUT aadal ft* OOM axplained tha appaUtaaa I / ? <^ -* * t 

»oat beautiful ly. I t I t worth repeating now in conclualon of •mr Ulk 

on the lawa of Sabbath a* thay art inapirad by Paaaorar* 

Paaaovar la th« graat Jewiah featiwal of fraadoau It la the wo at alaborata 

h l iday va hat*. It fa l la in the month of Hiaan which la ^ j j * « ?f (i I f f £/CO . 

In tha Bibla It It ar»n referred to «a „/**-?, *° that »• we told that Saflrah 

Om rtghVthlnk, therafor*, that *e.eeareT la ao laportant that It tranecenda 

inn the reel flebbeth and that Shabbat aey we violated for tha Bake of 

Paaeover. U Li • fallacy unireraally entertained by religiouely Ignorant 

AjMrlaan Jaw* who hold Roah Haahanah and Paaeover In tar graatar ••t«*m than 

Shabbat. 

Therefor* tha Tradition aingled oat tha Sabbath laajediataly preceding Paeeovwr 

a;d c a l l e d ' ^ M1£?> A H • "Tha Ureet Sabbath" - to taaeh u* ttwreby that no 

•attar how graat tha holiday, tha Sabbath la graatar, l o f t i e r , am.' hollar. 

Nay the holinaaa of tha Sabbath, and our proper and eonaciantious ©b*erranc* 

of I t , ba for a l l of va and for a l l Israel tha a»dla whereby wa ahall a l l 

attain to .^x^fk «• tha Creedoa celebrated on *eaach and roaehaafad to na by tha 

prowiae of Al<dghty 3*d., 


