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1. T recently had the pleasure of meeting with a colleague of mine, not an Orthodox man, \
who expressed his dismay and consternation at the lack of religious progress of us Jews.
He felt extremely disturbed and even gomewhat ashamed of himself as a Jewish religious
official, The source of his dissatisfaction was the lead article in the recent e»®

issue of LOOK magazine, undoubtedly a journal of deep religious scholarship, which

pointed out that religion was becoming "big business' and was taking on the techniques
of "show business", stressing the contributions of the Protestant and Catholic clergy
in this sacred field, Now, while these other religions have gﬂw

all these new tgimmicks" and reveled in new-found popularity, we Jews have remained

religionsly bac S. No, my colleague sadly commented, we have not learned our lesson,
we are again behind the times. But perhaps, he came back hopefully, perhaps some day
we too will deserve a high Hooper rating. e
et to excuse me

2., I max ask you, my friends,/for using as my text - or pretext - his sincere feelings
on these matters. But I think that it is an attitude, a state of mind, which bears
further study. For your edification - and perhaps amusement - let me read you some
choice selections from this learned article. ‘ '

_\’;( N

a)"The preachers are using TV, radio and movies to bring religion back into the home".

b)"The Protestants are going into show-business in a big way"

c) "He (a famous Protestant minister) tells his businessmen they'll live longer and be
more suscessful human beings (and salesmen) if they'll only learn to relax and
remember that nobody is ever alone so long as G-d's in His heaven".

d)"There's a guy', said a man in the audience in Chicago recently,e..'There's a guy
who really reaches oubt'." ,

e) "His director ( of a prominent Catholic bishop who has become a TV star) says it's an
easy jobs 'It's so simple. He doesn't care if we move the cameras in or out while
he's making a point. He's an ideal performer'., A simpler description is often
applied: 'He's terrific.'"

f£)"TV school for ministers teaches the whole dramatics art, from make-up and lighting o
production and camera technique."

g)"When some of G-d's salesmen began making movies, they realized that turning out a fill-

length motion picture was not like showing lantern slides of the Holy Land to the
Ladies Aid Society. They called in professional stars, techniciamns, scenarists and
directors (and press agents t00), and a measure of their success was the accolade
in a recent issue of Variety, which ran a banner headline across one page:

' Churches! Show Biz Know-How'".

h)"Nobody can see 'John Wesley! unless he goes to church, because that picture is being
shown only in chirches."

3, Well, let us admit itg ch_grin, embarrassment and shame: we just don't have it.
#0ur preachers use &i . methods of getting religion back into the home.
# We have failed to go into show business in a big way. Some seminaries, it is true
have made a good try at radio and now TV, but somehow, nebech, they have not broken
into the rarified atmosphere circle of the Peales and Sheens and Grajjams.
sfe Orthodox Rabbis don't tempt businessmen with the promise that gheir belief that
G-d is in heaven will make them better salesmen.
¥We do not always succeed in being Tdeal Performers. We are poor in TV dramatic technique.
And our Yeshivas unfortunately try to produce out-of-date sgholars instead of stressing
make-up, lighting sacred production and holy camera art.
% Our Rabbis, backward clerics that we are, would still rather "rate" with the HAPARDES
or the JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW or TALPIOS than with VARIETY or FORTUNE.
% And, alas, all we have to offer in our synagogues is Prayer, Study and Repentance.
No movies, no shows, no gimmickse We're lostl
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e But is Judaism really lost because of it's low Hooper rating? Is it really and truly

Bu
) a sign of bac s that we have not stressed these methods of religious teaching?
: f Is our lack of showmanship a tom of lack of vitality? Are some of our friends
{ right in interpreting this ée%:.! c:n.E ency of ours as a pessimistic sign?

‘«: S5e The answer: it depends what you're looking for. We Jews too want the masses of our
' people to be closeto Torah. Torah was given to K'lal Yisroel, to all Jews, not just

£ to a handful of scholars., But in any attempt at mass inculcation, two things must
J & "dlways be kept in mind:

.

!

a) Torah is something which goes to the core of life. It is qualitative, it reaches
for the depths of the soul, and is more intensive than extensive. It is infinitely

more than a substitute for a pep~talk to weary souls, and is not intended £e® as

9 material for the mass hysteria of the Lvangelists. And it is CHASS VE'SHALOM not

< intended as a good techm.que in developing good businessmen or shrewd, convinc:\.ng

3 N salestien, 1L 4 Jew were to spesk that way about Judaism he would be commiting the
“ultimate in blasphemy, sacrilege and CHILLUL HA'SHEM

v
$ 3 b) We do not believe that the means sanctify the ends. The teaching of Torah must
4 be acheived only in a way efittmg its sacredness. You may not "sell" MITZVOS

(Y 3
-3 like TV sets, and dare not peddle Torah as one disburses napkins or sewing machines.

) S

g& : 6o I think that the experience of our Patriarch Jacob in this morning's Sidra is most

(e @#difying in our problem. Jacob left Beersheba on his way to Haran. He was in a

E‘\ most precarious position, he had family troubles and was being hunted by his brother.
3] His soul cried out to G-d. He felt that a great religious experience, the kind that
T Q comes once in a lifetime, even once in a century, was enveloping m. He was now on

3 hallowed ground, on the very spot where his grandfather Abraham had lifted the knife

mmn—-l&n-m
to kill his father Isaac, who was bound on the Akedah, at the behest of G-d. At his
feet he saw the stones On which Isaac had been bound, and he knew, in his holiness,

—
g S that on this very spot would rise the Hamikdash. "He came to this spot'is
expressed in Biblical Hebrew as VAYIFGA BAMAKOM, which our Sages interpreted, in Mishnaic

Hebrew, as meaning '"he prayed to G-d" Imagine what would have ha_gpened had Jacob
had "the gift of shomanﬁp W, He would have prayed while robed i impressive vestments.

He would Eave arranged for off-stage sound effects and proper lightimg with candlelight
growing brighter as the sun began to set - which would have come at the very end.

He would have acted out his dream of the Ladder from ea:r’c.g toHeaven, and had pretty
child actresses acting as angels. Tremendous thinder-eéffects would have accompanied
the booming, batitone voice of G-d. Certainly, if the heathen spectators wouldn't
have been affected, his own little family would have. Some day, Hi§ T1ttIs" Joseph
_OF Benjamin would say that h:.s‘“fﬁ"tﬁé‘r“‘*“‘wﬁ an’T"&é’SI ’T’erfamer.

But that is not for a Jacob. Jacobs don't “br:. reli ion back into the home"
by Breat public demonstrations. They do it by highly private dreams and personal
experiences and prophecies. And so as Jacob finishes his prayer, and before he lies
‘down to sleep and dream, we read that he sleeps KI VA HA!'SHEMESH, for the sun had set.
And our Rabbis read those first two words as one, KIVA HA'SHEM'SH, whichm,eans
MELAMED SHE'HISHKIA HAKADOSH BARUCH HU &# ES HA'CHAMAH SHELO BE'ONASSAH, that G-d
extinguished the sun, that he caused it to set much before it was due to do so,
BISHVIL LE'DABER IM YAAKOV AVINU BE!'TZINA, in order to speak to Jacob &r}mvately,

or in modesty.
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7o Yes, that is the Jewish way. A great dramatlc scene, a tense, exciting situation,
a colossal dream, a perfect epportum. e olywood success - but if it's going to
be Religion, and not irresponsible, demons‘barbl Ve, ex’hlblstlon:l.stlc, exploiting
Showmanship, then the sun must be blaclened before its time, the audience must go
every man must dream gor h:unseif and"reaLQh out! for G-d - by himself.
No Tnonsenge no hlstrlenics “and no "pro,]ectlonw when _you came face to face

" ressed w:.'bh studied gesture and sharp ﬁ‘lt and
the "ability to sell yourself" - P e
A
8, Judaism is really not worried about the ability of true teachers of Religion to
convey their messages to the broad Jewish masses. Beauty and esthetics are important,
Yes, but on ) considerations. First and foremost - is s:l.ncerlilx and honesty
A great Talmudic Rabb:i. Sa.ld it better: KOL MI SHE'YESH LO TORAH MI'BIFNIM, TORASSO
MACHREZESS ALAV MI'BA'CHUTZ , w M§_§3:Y§§§‘ Jhas.the Torah within him, the Torah makes
itself evident to otherss Teachi lmmmpgmgg&ggb pedago g;i;gv_mgchrglgue
offered by CHAZAL. Toralmthin, in the v and intimacy of every Jew's hea?%,
that is what will win souls - not the deep voice and beautli‘ul shock o:f.‘ blonc

Tfa._:}.r .

9+ No, let us not be discouraged and lose heart. LOOK may not hail us, VARIETY may not
salute us, and the non-Orthodox may bemoan us., But we are _content to use our decent,
HoNBYabTe, gracious ways of teaching Torah. In the dark, quiet of each man's soul,
that is where and when G-d_appears. MQQ@M&@,@M&M@W&@ see

Wﬁ?ﬁrw, the angu::.shed forehead, the tearing eye, the pleadir look_,(

o d“5ées; When Maf "¢annot., “and. then and only then do&s G-d answer
M’ X 1B sﬁcerlty, and not for an 1mpres§;fio “’fi‘ect.

10, Like Jacob who met G-d in the dark and silence of night, we know that what will save.
Judaism is not a %ﬁﬁ.ﬁce, not a great mu s not a radio sh
program, not even he S: .press. about the

much more to win the approval of G-d. G-d.

11, HA'NISTAROS LA'SHEM ELOKEINU, the hidden things are to the Lord our G-d.
Only by reasserting the ancient Jewish verities and qualltn.s V(& l;%ddenness,
modesty, humility and deep, undiminished and unimpeachable s/ can we become
and cenvince others to become LA'SHEM ELOKEINU, children of the One Lord, Our G-d;



	nls544001.tif
	nls544002.tif
	nls544003.tif

