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"BELIEVE IN LIFE"

This is the season when Americans of anbd.nds speak of faithe Our country

has recently experienced a series of crises in its international relationse Our leaders
urge us not to lose heart, to have faith in Agericas This is the sees~ time for
elextion campaigns. Our candidates and their supporters puanctutate their partis:an
oratory with appeals for faith: faith in a particular party or candidate, faith in

the futube, faith in democracy, faith ip the American way of life,

It is in place, threfore, to call your attention this morning to a particularly
significant versein this morning's Sidra that affirms the call to faith. It is
phrased negatively, tellimg us of the curse of not having faithe It is at the end of
the long list of punishments, known as the fokhachah, to which Israel will be subject
if it disobeys G=d and goes astray after si@jnge gods, that we read the climax of
all these horrors: ve'lo taamin be'chayekha - - "and you will not believe in your

omn lifes" Disease, poverty, exile - - all these are merely prelude to the most

devastating azﬁ 'Eragic of all the frightening alludions in the tokhachah: not to believe
{

in your self, in life itself,

But what does that mean, "and you will not believe in your own life?" What does
faith in life imply, and why is it deemed so vital that its absence is regardedas a

curse?

Rav Bibi, in the Talmud (Men.103b), answers that question as follows: zeh

ha-somekh al ha-palter, the definition of lack of faith in life is "one who relies

upen the bakers" What starnge wordsi

Of course, what Rav Bibi meant is that when a man is reduced to such abject
poverty that he must rely upon the goodness of his baker for his daily bread, that
he lives from meal to meal because of the charity of his storekeeper, then he has

lost the opportunity to f:
Bl 5 y ind meaning and satisfaction in his own life, Ve-lo taamin

? boty

-



But p]ease bear wit.h me if T purpobt to fmd(deeper meaning in Rav Bibits

SRS —— R

wordsi\than a mere assertion that poverty is no goode There is nothing revolutionary
about opposing poverty, and our Rabbis were not given to emptye ‘;]:titudeso I believe
the Talmud meant to give the Worah's verse a broader defontion than the mere economic
one. For poverty is a condition of the spirit ;s wellas of the pockete There is

a Book of Life that may yield different conclusions #e- from that of the checkbook
and bankbooke There is/e-déﬁeronbom kind of accounting for Internal Reverme and an entirely
different one

/for dmbewmed eternal waluese The poor man who does not allow himself to be crushed

by his needs, who will not become enslaved to his misery, who can amnacipate himself
from constant wpr;:y? over his wants, whose whole attitude towards life is such that
‘physicalqgeds and-material comfort' are important but not the whole story = =

such a man is free, confident, strong, with an abiindance of faith in life itself, and
especially in his own life, Another man, though he may be proseprous by accepted
standards, if his whole life is monopolized by the next "deal" and the one after that,
if all his ambitions are determined by how much he can make and how x'xr:g he can

spend, if his only real value is his economic standing and his social status,

and his greatest fea? is that he will not be able to buy what he thinks he needs
and'\others tell him he wants - - that man is a pauper, one who is weak, one who

is dependent upon others, one who lacks self-determination and eonfidence in his om

lifeo

The first type we described is a man who believes in lufe, for he is not a

somekh al ha-palter, he does not place all his lufe's dreams and hopes and ambitions

Y
in the credit his aie:&keeper will give him and the social acceptability the
s
keepr's wife willbestow upon hime He has his own soul, his own existence, his own

inner life that cannot easily be shaken by external conditions and by little peopleo

Sqwmoplines
The second type is the tragic type, the kind who -e?qareas-ee- the worst of the tokhachah,

No matter what his inco?e and no mayter what his rating, he remains a somekh al
59 danloy
he-palter, one who relies/\on themouts that society doles out to the status-seekers



who crave the status symbol as the addiet craves his drugse No matter that he
ov WIS gveeLr
does not have to ]ive by the good graces of his bakez;‘ 7\\- but heremains a somekh
XSS AN e
al ha=-palber if you tra.nslate palter as his car-dealer, his interior decorator or

furrier or builder or travel agente For what counts is -the pyschological attitude
and ’:g{; spiritual apptoach.‘: .t: afflicted who has no time to think and the affluent
who has too much time t& kill, when they hope and dream only of material objects,
whther it :\f: bread or gadgets, food or trinkets, when such ambitions crowd out any

fTRUINY : d'a‘kum'b b X(Tﬂ ’
thought of the inner life and a man becomes dependent upon S,

then the Torah diagnoses his illness; ve'lo taamin be'chayekhah ), , , AA —

you are a slave to a shopkeeper, you do not really have faith in your own inner life.
What a tokhachahl Zishen-veu-plese-youn-£eith

The leaders of modern Israel, even the secularist labor people, are waking up
yo the implications of that ideas They have suddenyl discovered that a younger generation,
- raised without the faith of their fathers, is becoming addicted to the worship of
Thepaneor spnt o wislonwg so A Kitbat2i90 are fosinq fhoimatbrrgbom -
"things," of convenience and luxm:'y and comfor‘b. ltboo many Israelis, traveling abroad,
reveal a great ignorance of Jewish tradition, a.nd find little to bind themA to their
fellow Jews in the Golahe They show signs of losing faith in the life of %elak
Kelal Yisrael for they have too much faith in the physical and material. Hence
Israel's renewed emphasis on todaah yehudit, the "Jewish consciousness" program it

is belatedly introducing into its educational program, ﬁt——&s—eonoemi—by_:thg_mmb_er
ef yordim, those young Israelis who are emigrating, preferring the fleshpots of

exile to the hardships of a young, determined, growing countrye When allyou offer
a young man is an economic theory in place of a G-d, it is easy for him to abandén the
ok $0TM i (Awwbry
theory in favor of his conveniencee Faith in life cannot abide faith in possesionse
The President of a South American country was recently asked why it is that
North America has made so much progress while South America is compraratively backward.
He answered that you can trace the reason to those who first came to the shores of

the contenent. The first white men who came to N, America were Puritans who came in
search of G=de The first white men who came to S. America were Spaniards - who came



in search of gold.

Indeed, if you believe in G-d you cannot make a relgion of golde

If you believe in your life, you cannot believe inyour possessionse

If you believe in your life, then your faith must be in your Creator, not

‘e Gvar of
in the whims of His creatures, in ideals not in things, in“G-d-gé.-#en life and
g K~

not in the baker-:gﬁvon loaf,

If you believe in your life, then you must seekbelieve in and always seek to
enhance what you are and put an end to all obsessions and compulsions with what

you havee For what you are is tzelem Elokim, the image of G-d; and what you have

= = ultimately it makes no défference, for in the persepctive of eternity such

things do not count one way or the other,

Our country was rcently shaken, embarrassesd,and deeply chagrined by the
two code-clerks formerly of the Central Intellignece Agency who defected to Russias
Their performance was truly disgraceful, even repulsive, Yet I believe that even
more disgraceful, even more shockihg and ominous, was another recent case of an
American in Russia whih most of our press somehow regarded as a "victory!" for Americae
Tt was the Powers trials Thy do I say it was worse? fbecause the two clerks were, at
least, speaking of values, True, they chose the wrong values - - but they were, apparently,
motivated by ideas, What Powers revealed was eomebhing a devastating accusation
of a whole generation. He chose to work for the C.I.A. because he could not get a
better jobe He became a spy for his country not because of loyalty, but because
the aurlines could not mateh the government's slary. He was politically naive,
ideologically dumbe Right or wrong were not part of his vocabularye. No convictions,
Only eontracts. Somehow we cget the gnawing feeling that here is a representative
of America today. And if that is true, i;t' is the American tokhachah, the curse of
our countrye. Such mzf'n rate $30,000 a year as worth risking their life, but have never

thought about the values their country represents. The somekh al ha=-palter is the

symbol of a national 'braaedy. For more than a lack of national purpose s 50 fully
discussed in recent months, it is symbolic of lack of national faith in the life dff America



-5
humaneness
We who tryly love our country and the/pminmeiples for which it stands will
be
- pray that such attitudes eme not/typical of our nation; that our young men and young

‘women learn to value principlesmore than possesions, and ideals more than dealse

Ve'ne'eman ata le'hachayot metim. May He Whi is faithful to guve life to the

dead teach us and all our contemporaries to turn once again to the Source of all

existence and learn anew the faith in life and in the Creatér of Life, Jo +\~&F
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