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I. The gemara and the major theme
" 1972 X921 NN DYWN P MNPV DTRY XY NON NN X120 XX X"y 1'"D mo72

" DNV DY MTINY TN MMT T oW "wa b9

What is the nature and role of 7207

Is X120 universal?

Is a non-Jew 21 to make a 7272?

II. The nature of X720 as a 2"n»
a. Saadia Gaon
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1. Abraham Grodzinsky, Torat Avraham
s Mgt k. - Wov <8
1. 1. Infinite obhgatlons that result from oW
ii. 2. Rational Jaws are obligatory and actionable/punishable
iii. 3. Inherent in Man’s creation is to be 2", to discern
proper conduct and to act on it.
iv. 4. Violation of a rational value is same as violating Torah.
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a) Sodom was punished because of 777%! Dor haMabul was punished
because of o»n! \
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b) Similarly, the punishment of other nations:
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2. Mabharitz Chayyot: Values that are derived from X222 have status of
Torah
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3. Similarly, Rabbeinu Bahye on Sodom:
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111. Proofs that Sevara Creates a '\R7 2v°17 and that it is Universal
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a. Sotah- regarding a minor
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1. Rambam: includes minor in parsha of Sotah
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b) Your answer: Sevara creates a XNYMRT 291,
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function of ny7) |
b. Even a Jewish Katan is obligated in 7 |
mitzvot and sevara when he has ny7
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¢. Kasha and answer to Raavad
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d. Other proofs that a minor is obligated
due to Sevara
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3/ Radbaz: chiyyuv of katan in
korbanot . kapparah
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4/ R. Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach: katan has
independent, personal 2vn
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b. Kasha: If there are only 7 mitzvot Bnei Noach, how can we claim that
there are any more generated by X439?
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((ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATION: MD: or perhaps in light of the Rambam in Hil
Melakhim we can argue that the acceptance of the seven mitzvoth as a Divine Command
given in the Torah —which is what separates a 7077 from a 02n—is of vital significance.
There the Rambam specifically dismisses 8720, nY77 fpw), etc. According to the gemara,
there are only seven that are divinely decreed. However, others do come through
sevara and do have a “din deorayta,” although they do not have the status of N"3» Y.
The »"1 is whether it is necessary to accept this mitzvah in front of a Bet Din (in order to
become a ger toshav) and whether one is 75105 able to acknowledge that these
mitzvoth are based on reason.))

¢. What about adding to the 6132,
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V. Questions:

a. If sevara created a chiyuv Deoryta, why is a bracha Rishona only
miderabbanan?
b. If sevara is universal, is a non-Jew obligated to make a bracha?

97 NOP N23) N7 N0 NP 252 7195) NIIINT 21N 98 X120 OX .1
N7 NI20 NON) ,)P2T NON NN NN N2 2N b ((2/w
N (N 72 m1593) 71293 N52 717 DOWR )0 7MY DTNS 12 71I0N
INDINT 2N NPNY PIN

2N ") DNXN PODIDIIN PIY XII0N) XNMIINT 2PN I8 X120 ON .2
79o00W DTP TY2Y



c. Jews and non-Jews can have the same obligations
1. 1. Honoring Parents
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3. The gemara derives lessons about kibbud av from a non-
Jew, Dama ben Netina
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Explanation of Gemara and the role of sevara overriding a passuk:
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Our solution- this is an exception and the sevara generates a Torah obligation in

this case despite the presence of a passuk
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¢. There are elements of Kiddush Hashem that are rabbinic (ethical
behavior and tefillah), supporting our thesis
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Halakhic proof that Kiddush Hashem in the area of ethics is only rabbinic
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VII. Conclusion
Is a non-Jew obligated to make a bracha?
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A. His bracha is not a bracha at all: Chida, Rambam
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??? we still haven't figured this one out. Is Aku’m a part of the text or not? Is it davka
an aku”’m or does it apply to all non-Jews? Is it a function of his unacceptable beliefs
or is it the fact that he is a non-Jew?

B. His bracha is a bracha
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(there’s nothing like quoting myself!)
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