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menkind were redicelly different ond much less complicated than 

they now \erg: Prior to the Greet Flood in Nosh'ts devs, man wes 
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Scripture secords thet eh Ryd gemstone to ‘adopt a new wav, 

WAN VN od AN LOAenyANTOy) Wocenes 

one thet /Wovild ellowed the snimel world. We shell here trv to 

wunderstend some Rabbinic thouehts on just whv this chenge of-face 

o€curred, and how some of the principles involved can he better 

appreciated, fax SWAY aT pent veann \s \Y: «en sr qnrt Ave 
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The Talmud records that the Hotw Rebbi Yehuda once sent a calf 

rnd? crt Yay AAT AN AWS) 

to sleuchter end, commented "go, for this was the purpose for which you 
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were created." As »—nesuit he wes terriblv afflicted with physical 
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We camwavied hiv n Varn tw * WU on Hv bles AA wal Cease 

pein and suffering, until, one dav, he demonstrated sensitivity to 
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enimel-sufferineg. , Only then-did_his—ownofflicat
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spirit of Judeism,insists thet 211 of creation he respected, that nto 

Send Arve Ap SONG ways YN eh Livny nai 5) 
vw r — Wee mwy \ot 

plent be needlesslv upr ed, no enims ° ‘ed at random.Y The—-only 
A 

ov 

| 
| 

, 

e are permitted to teke snimel life at its products (milk, 
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eves) +s if in the process we elevate it from the mere stetus of anima 
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to thet of being pert of 9 human, » chenge thet is lower ‘to saan 

from less holv to more holv. of 

Why, in that case, one-mav_esk, wes: flesh permitted at all? 
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Would it not heve been fer simpler to retain the enimel prohibition? 

“\ The enswer civen bv tredition is - profound one: As lone as:man will 
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not heve perfected the wurcl-spirituel fibre of his beings, so lone will 

he heave to make compromises to setisfv his enimeal desire to eat flesh. 
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_driven—to—iudge the difference between humen and animel fleshjinthe 
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pert—ot—his—_drives—And while veeaterionism mev be edmireable for 9 
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Thet this concession is » temporary one, is confirmed by the Yuwjjh 
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{redition that_steates thet et » future time (presumeblyv Messianic) manki 
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A second resson thet flesh wes permitted aft er the Flood was that 

it was necessary to mske » cleer distinction between man and animal & 
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Awye deluvvan men ‘decenerated to the level of the snimel in the 

“absence of this distinction end sq the Torah -is coreful to point out 

ewe — 
that men, in contradistinction to the enimel, is the possessor of a 
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soul ond » morel conscience, uniike-the [simple material existence) 
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It sppears then, thet the act of eating flesh is sublimely 
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time, trensforms the esnimal flesh itself to higher destiny. 
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In this light we cen spproach the specific laws of Kashrut in an 
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sttempt to understand some of thetr sienificence. 
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Kosher meat has two qualities: ») It must come from a 5 Dure™ S¥EcAg; 
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_animel b) the animel must be killed through Shechiteh. In exemining 
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the | " forthe —formesiy||we- find thet no (flesh-eating animal) is 

included, for indeed such on snimel hes itself violeted the principle 
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of trensformine its food to » higher level - only the vegeterten beast 

can be said to heve done this... As for the later requirement (kosher 
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. gleupheer), the Jew is beina reminded thet this flesh is not his by 
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Var ripht;; but pyetottarey thet all of life. ‘must be spered every ounce of 
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suffering, thet even enimels Koa. tbsivige be considered. And 

therefore the Torah chose Shechitsh’ 9s the most peinless ond efficient 

meens possible to that end. This repards for the feelings of the 
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hesst is likeJ¢ wise reflected inthe prohibition of payee the 

voune from before the helpless ond lovine mother-bird, for thereby 
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we cultivate » heslthv respect for the meterfel instinct. (It is 

most interesting that the rewerd of » long life occurs only inthe 

commendments of prrentel honor end the removel of the mother- 
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bird. sed by honoring the feelings of parents and-eléers does one 
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The products that Kd¥¢ come from »n enimel while vet alive, 

such »s milk and wool, sre/onlv\ permissible to the Jew/if bv his 

severine them from the animel there is » direct benefit to the 

enimal itself. But for the Jew to remove the wool while it is needed 
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for warmth, or milg¢k when it is required to suckle the voung - this 

is f4#bIdddd prohibited. S | 

WW Corov men to teke thet milk, thet is specificallv meant to nourish 

aeracie. 
the voune animal, and to prevent its use bv doine just the opposite 

and cooking tke flesh in thst milk¢ - this the Torsh cannot sanction. 
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~ Ror this neturel »ffinity of animel to milk to be éhus exploited ts- 
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sacriticious. Ancd—thts not onlv uch a mixture forbidden te be 
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eatan, but it is elso forbidden tothe Jew to benefit or grain any 

recompense by its existence. And Jt is the purpose of fd -11 the 
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Aswrcahty detailed laws spperteinine to the mikkine of meat and 

milk to teach the Jew just this: “never make the mistake of thinking 
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thet enima fe has value-onty when utilized By man. fewer freedom 
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to take advantage of the ‘animel world is not sbsodute, put conditionel, 
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