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for Ari Lamm's Bar Mitzvah

The last Mishnah in nyn 'on tells us of a remarkable custom in ancient Israel:

The Gemara, at the very
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R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said: there never were in Israel greater days of joy
than the fifteenth of Av and Yom Kippur. On these days the girls of
Jerusalem used to walk out in white garments which they borrowed in order
not to put to shame any one who had none... They came out and danced in
the vineyards, exclaiming at the same time, "Young man, look and see what
you choose for yourself. Do not look for beauty but look for someone from
a good family; as King Solomon said, "grace is deceitful, and beauty is
vain; but a woman who fears the lord, she shall be praised."

end of this NDON, now expands on this part of the Mishnah:
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Our Rabbis taught: The beautiful amongst them called out, Set your eyes on
beauty, for the quality most to be prized in woman is beauty.
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Those who came from distinguished families called out, Look for a good
family, for a woman from a good family will raise a good family.

MILYNY 71921, 050V DIWY DONPRINP  MINIX PN NN DNIAY MIYDD
.03

Those who were not attractive and did not come from good
families, said, Carry us off in the name of Heaven, but on one condition:
that you adorn us with jewels of gold.

The Gemara now concludes with a brief but beautiful description of an entirely different kind of dance.
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Ulla Bira'ah said in the name of R. Eleazar: In the days to come the Holy
One, blessed be He, will hold a dance for the righteous, the ©p>7Y, and He
will sit in their midst in the Garden of Eden and every one of them will
point with his finger towards Him, and say: This is our God, for whom we




waited, that He might save us; this is the Lord for whom we waited, we will
be glad and rejoice in His salvation.

This strange description of Xan ©YW suggests some deeper meaning. Such an explanation is provided for us by the great
Rabbi Akiva Eger, who is quoted by his grandson, R. Yehuda Leib Eger, who became a Hasidic Rebbe of Lublin--which my
father and grandfather and I visited during our recent trip to the Ukraine and Poland.

In this world, R. Akiva Eger says, every 18 worships God in his own manner, and the way of one P>71¥ is not necessarily
the same as that of another P>78. Sometimes they even seem to be contradictory. But in the future, when mwn comes, it will
be revealed for all to see that all the ways are really the same, because all revolve around one central point, as does a circle.
In a circle, the top seems to be going in one direction and the bottom in another, yet really they are part of the same circle
revolving around the center. Similarly, the ways of ©p>1¥ only appear to go in different directions, but really they all
revolve around the oY Yv maA.

This message is important for all of us. It reminds us that people who are serious, honest, and honorable can have different
opinions and yet both may be right if we view them from perspective. As long as our intentions are ©nY DY, we can both
be right. It is a way for us to learn to respect each other's point of view--and to respect each other personally.

It may take the coming of n>wn to accomplish this, but it is worth waiting for.

We shall now proceed with the y77n.
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