
August 1, 1967 

I believe that the festivities should not last more 

weekend, should be concentrated, and by all means should strive for 

high academic excellence (non-pedantic, of course) rather than for 

the stereotype of the Alumni-Homecoming species. 

I feel that this event cam become more than a celebration, and that 

it can fill a real void in the life of the Yeshiva. We-~ that is, 

Yeshiva University-- are the major institution of what is known, for 

better or for worse, as "Modern Orthodox Judaism". As the academic 

especially 
"pbittul"). Yet the fact remains that this lofty ideal, to which we 

refer by that unfortunately pedestrian word “Synthesis", is 
dis- 
been 

serve as the only available source for the ideology of Modern Ortho- 

doxy and as an academically proper textbook for Freshman orientation 

at Y.U. 
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Following are some of the individual lecture themes that I can think 

of at first blush: 

as an ide i nciple in the History of 

Yeshiva University. How the idea was ultimately embodied in 
Yeshiva College was treated and developed by those who founded the 

institutions later to become Y¥.U. ( Klaperman's treatment needs 
considerable elaboration to show the development of the idea qua 

idea. It also requires a more fundamental attempt at an intellect- 

ual formulation from a critical point of view, and not only quotations 

from then contemporary Yiddish newspapers). 

2. ‘Institutional Predecessors of ¥.U. I'm thinking of the 
Yeshiva of Rabbi Rheines which, though it didn't last very long, 

represented the idea of Y.U. 

n 

parison of Kook and Hirsch on this theme. 
research has gone into the attitude of Maimonides 

¥.U.?-- and why not? What's right 
and ought we change our manner effectuating 
potentially a bombshell -- and potentially the 

stop now because of the pressure of other work. 

randum will in some way prove helpful to you and your committee in your 

deliberations. 

Good luch, and best regards to Mrs. Siev and to Yussie. 

Cordially yours, 

NORMAN LAMM 
PJ 


