August 1, 1967

Dr. Asher Siev

1505 Waring Ave.
Bronx, N.Y.

Dear Dr. Siev:

Mhtwunomton—ﬂuwmumtomcm

the forthcoming Golden Anniversary of Yeshiva College. FPlease forgive
the disconnected and unorganized form of my ideas. They are given in
no special order.

I believe that the festivities should not last more than a day or a
weekend, should be concentrated, and by all means should strive for
high academic excellence (non-pedantic, of course) rather than for
the stereotype of the Alummi-Homecoming species.

I feel that this event cam become more than a celebration, and that
it can £i11 a real void in the life of the Yeshiva. We-~ that is,
Yeshiva University-- are the major inmstitution of what is known, for
better or for worse, as "Modern Orthodox Judaism". As the academic
center of Modern Orthodoxy, it is our responsibility to articulate
clearly and convincingly what we are, what we believe, what we have
mmmm,vmmwwzunummwnaom.
For about half a cemtury now, successive generations of Yeshiva
students have indulged in the luxury of ridiculing the concept of
Synthesis. I suppose that this is a combination of adolescent ques-
tioning and rebelliom, authentic criticism, and typically Jewish,
and especially Orthodox, collective masochism (otherwise known as
"pittul”). Yet the fact remains that this lofty ideal, to which ve
refer by that unfortunately pedestrian word “Synthesis", is our
raison d'etre. From time to time, some of us have ventured to dis-
cuss it in intellectually respectable form. But it has not yet been
attempted in a systematic mamner.

feel that this forthcoming anniversary is the appropriate opportunity
£111 this lacunae. If this is done well, as I certainly hope it
be, then it should be published in one volume. This book will
serve as the only available source for the ideology of Modern Ortho-
Mnﬂunm«nymtmrwmmmum
at Y.U.
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of at first blush:

1. Synthesi de ical nciple in the History of
Yeshiva University. How the idea which was ultimately embodied in
Yeshiva College was treated and developed by those who founded the
institutions later to become Y.U. ( Klaperman's treatment needs
considerable elaboration to show the development of the idea gqua
ijdea. It also requires a more fundamental attempt at an intellect-
ual formulation from a critical point of view, and not only quotations
from then contemporary Yiddish newspapers).

2. Institutional Predecessors of Y.U. I'm thinking of the
Yeshive of Rabbi Rheines which, though it didn't last very long,
represented the idea of Y.U.

‘he Idea of "Synthesis" in & fistorica
es. Some of the greatest J personalities of all
times, particularly those who have been exposed to non-Jewish culture,
developed-- implicitly or explicitly-- a philosophy or at least modus
operandi for dealing with the problem. I myself wrote briefly a com-
parison of Kook and Hirsch on this theme. While a lot of fundamental
research has gone into the attitude of Maimonides, it needs a concise,
academic, and readable summary. Much more work has to be done on
Saadia, Halevi, etc. Perhaps someone who reads French can work on
Benamozegh.

b, at Y.U. Is it really working at
Y.U.?=- and why not? What's right with us-- and what's wrong? Can we
and ought we change our manner of effectuating the ideal? This is
potentially a bombshell -- and potentially the most creative result
of the whole conference.

I suppose other ideas will occur to me as I go on -- but I must
stop now because of the pressure of other work. I hope that this memo-
randum will in some way prove helpful to you and your committee in your
deliberations.

Good luchk, and best regards to Mrs. Siev and to Yussie.

Cordially yours,

NORMAN LAMM
PJ



