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Pepshduen 11236 Lhe? Zin 
In the Nevember 2, 1973 issue ef Sh'ma, Rabbi Nerman Lama oe 

attempts te bring Talmudie and varieus ether Hewish histerieal squteos AR 

te bear en the situation ef Watergate and the new fameur White Heuse 

Tapes and satisfaeterily preves his peint that a ruler is net abeve 

the law. He, however, everleeked at least one substantial argument 

which the President has used and whieh Rabbi Lamn, as a congrezatienal 

rabbi has er may in the future be required te use. I am speaking ef 

the prebtemeef:privilazed infermatien er national seeurity en the 

gevernmental level. As a future rabbi, I expeet te Speak with my 

cenzrezants eencerning such preblems as leve affairs er subversive 

erzanizatiens te which they may have belenged and the like whieh 

eceuld eenceiveably destrey them, their future, and their families 

sheuld suveh information not remain confidential. I believe that it 

weuld be my ebligatien te refuse te disclese such infermatien 

regardless ef the penalty. 

On the natienal level, disclesure ef natienal seeurity 

matters is ef even greater eensequence as it may eause treaties te 

be breken, relatiens te beeeme strained, and pessibly even wars. 

The President, as the head ef the eceuntry and the ene persen en whese 

shelders rests the seeurity and destiny ef the natien, weuld in my 

epinien be acting extreamly irrespensible sheuld he permit sueh 

infermatien te be made publie er even semi-publie. Diselesure'te 

even Senaters and Representatives, enen assuming that they are all 

well intentiened, an assumptien whieh I deubt is a valid ene after 

watehing the "Erwin Cireus" this summer, imereases the pessibility 

ef leaks and must likewise be shunned. I believe that all Americians, 
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especially eengregzatienal rabbis, and ether prefessienal whe are generally 

taken inte ene's cenfidence, must realize that net all infermatien is 

meant fer all ears. While the President is net abeve the law there 

is a thin line between what eenstitutes infermatien that will jepedize 

natienal seeurty and that whieh will net. On sueh matters enly the 

President, as the persen in sele pesessien ef such infermatien, ean 

determine, I suggest that the Ameriecian peeple, especially the "liberal 

intelléetuals", step requesting that the Presidext justify every meve 

and diselese infermatien which he eensiders damaging te the national 

interest and let him cencentrat en the jeb te whieh he was ever- 

whelmingly elected... 


