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Addendum to Sheur on 193N9 ANY 793dNA 

In welcoming you, students at Yeshiva University, back to another fruitful and edifying year of N11N T1090 at the 
highest levels, I wish to reaffirm the unique mission of Yeshiva, that which makes it different from any other 
institution and which confers upon it its distinction, and that is--7orah Umadda. 

I urge you to take your Madda seriously. Do not consider them as Tay71 but as a true 2NNI7. And dispense with 
the excuse of Madda as acceptable only if it provides you with a way of making a living. ND)9 is a worthy goal, 
and one should never dismiss it, but contemplating the marvels of creation--scientific, literary, social--is certainly 
no less a virtue than working for a salary or, to mention the current vogue, "investment banking." The Almighty 
created this world, and it is a meritorious deed to understand it and, by contemplating God's universe, come to 

love and revere Him (as formulated by the Rambam in the beginning of his Nv)INn *71v MIN). 

That having been said, there is no question that priority, in both and axiologically, must be given to Torah. In then 

terms we developed in our sheur, the relationship you develop top your Madda discipline is one activity, not one 

of spiritual identification. That is reserved for Torah and Torah only. You may become a n°2w for molecular 

biology or literary criticism or the macro-economy of Tanganyika--but you are a Nw719 when it comes to Torah. 

In the words we recite daily, 199» 771) »»»N ON »D--the words of Torah are our very life. 

This point is made beautifully by the x»»nn Yya in his »mpNa ITV 17N 09p»9. It is generally held that there are 

two Torahs--the Oral Torah and the Written Torah. But, he adds, there is yet a third Torah, and the is the Torah of 

Engraving, that of np»p7n--as in the words carved into stone on the n)n\> Moses brought down from Sinai or 

erected at the shores of the Jordan. 1nDd2v n7)N consists of two substances adhering to each other, 977) 7, yet the 

ink and the parchment remain essentially independent. The Tablets, however, and the words are one organic unity. 

And that is the ideal we should strive to realize in our lives as 77)n »)3--to be at one with Torah. And such mnttn 

or identification with the essence of Torah cannot be achieved by a casual attitude towards it. 

The Maharal in his 1 nwn 7979 (MIAN 0 9Y)- ON 777 190 emphasizes this point by means of the metaphor of--a NNN. 

Other forms of human endeavor can sometimes be successfully accomplished without much effort but by a stroke of good 

luck--such as finding a NNN», which comes as a pleasant surprise, without sweat or tears: 07) 21N[Y] Ny TINY) Waiya 
33D WN Dd NINA TI IYN IAN DION YI WIA NIV NW N73 NYVPITAND NYY WON 2D WWII NI NIV AN PUynY 

AIIN YI NID JDAYPN TINA 54N 112 WY TY 0717 ID }D) PYY MPV salad ADIN NSNV 97D PINK PIN Wayn Wwynw 

DINN AVYN MD SY 7 OTND 

Greatness in Torah is never as effortless as a NNN. It always demands full concentration, focus, and long hours of labor. 

To refer to our Mishna, and with apologies for the colloquialism, you can't acquire--be 7)\p--the Torah without getting off 

your high horse. Merely telling someone to pick it up for you is sorély inadequate. ° 

As we enter the month of Ellul this evening, I bring to your attention the significance of the name of this 

important month--a name which has served as the initials of important verses in the Torah. You all know the 

classical »9 >11771) 9179 99N--D"DN. I offer you the n2>n °wN> proposed by the Gerer Rebbe, author of the nnx now. 

In the 100" chapter of o»4°7n, David writes--and here there is a significant difference between 2>n2) yp--that xin 

NN DVN DU. The word in question is written ND), implying that we serve God because we acknowledge His 
creatorship and our creatureliness, and both demand of us obedience to the divine will. It is a truth--but it implies 

infinite distance. But the word is read 15), that we are His, we are with Him, infinitely close to Him. 

So on 9"9N--which is the combination of both words, x9 and 19, we prepare to progress from a state of 

relationship but distance--much like that of the n»9w who represents the sender but does not identify with him--to 

the state of incredible closeness whereby, through the study of Torah, we achieve the fulfillment of 12 np2T9. 

There could hardly be a nobler and more sublime for ach of us to strive for this coming year. 
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