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/ " PHANKING OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN FOR OUR MOTHERS ON EARTH"

It is a happy coincidence that this year Mothets Day oomes in that week which we reed
the Bit;li.;_-an__l_ portion of BECHUKOSAI. For our Rabbis pointed out that the four initial letters
;:t;is portion, IM BECHUKOSAI TEILEICHU VE'ES MITZVOSAI TISHMARU, If in my stetutes you will
walk, and if my commsndments you will keep, that blessing will result, spell out the word
AV , which meens "parents". The iy:linpti._on of & person to do good and obey the word of G,
__i_a_ in no small measure the result of parantl’ training. When we Jews, therefore, join with
Ameriocans of other faiths in devoting a special day to honor mothers, we do so also because
we appreciate the religious inspiration that & mother can instill in & child. And today,
a5 we have already prepared our gifts for mother let us also take time out to appreciate
mother's natural gifts. And let that appreciation be this pulpit's giftz to mothers.

All Americans will today and tomorrow thank our Father in Heaven for our mothers on
earth. But, my friends, this morning I wish to speak about a special type of motherj; =
type,which, I fear, is rapidly teking its place beside the buffalo and American Indien and
the 5-cents cigar as a vanishing species in Americen life. This type of mother is the kind
ususlly euloglzed in so many folk songs as "DIE YIBDISHE MAMA" . Yiddish, not as & matter of

Bib-i_omlity, 'bu'b_of temparment; not languege but loyalty; mot origén but devotion.
' There are three gifts which the Jewish mother gives to her child, one“for each
period of his life - early youth, young manhood, and one which she needs give him even
in hie old age.

The first gift the Jewish mother gives her ohild is that of & pre-sohocl eduoation.

It is this pre-school age, that, as modern psychology now teaches us, @ ohild is most impres-

his oomp_le_te _f_roa_d__op until he is sent to school = because it is required by law or by
reason of parents' nerves. The child is carefully shielded from the strain of the le-u"ning
process by over-benevolent parents. "Let him enjoy his ohildhood while he has it", is the
pedogogiocal formula of the sephkkskimsked age. Unless goaded by a psy‘ohology book whioh- t-hoy
don't understend, many of today's spphisticated parents will encourage & child to continue

his baby talk. It is the very babyishness of a baby that perengs worship and bacuase of
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whioch the ohild's educetion - religious and secular - is deferred to the conventional
six years of age. |

The typical Jewish mother - how different she was and is. The ohild wgs not withdrawn
from 1ife, but rushed into it with the geal of a healthy optemism and devotion. When &
child was a mere tot, mother alrsady began teaching him all about Torah. T wonder how meny
of you remember that lovely, and I might say holy, Yiddish Lullaby RUZHINKES UN MANDELEN,
which contains that powerful refrain, sung by so many thousand s of tender and loving 3
mothers- TORAH IZ DB BESTEH SCHORAH -~ Torah is the best osoupation, the best profession,
the best vooation. A ohild barely able to utter a few simple words, was alfeady treated to
that delightful and melodious verse TORAH IZ DE BESTEH S3'CHORAH.

And very soon afterwards, whg_n tho_];!tt_lo boy graduated from his oridb to his Junior Bed,
he was taught the first lines of the "Shme", whioh he repeated with his mother before going
to sleep and after he kissed the Mezuza. A ritual simple, but holy; neimve, but sacred;
tvl_r_xciz_eg'l_:“}n_o_rlgin, but pedogogically sound.

That our Rabbis recognize this educational gift of mothers to ehild in his earliest
infancy, is a patent fact. Our Rabbis of the Mishna enumerating the merits of their
illustrious predessors, mentioned that one Rabbi had a phenom¥Pnal memory, another was
distinguished by his dynmemio and analytio intellect, athird was Plous, a fouth was a
G-d fearing men. But one of these men, & man who became one of the great immortals of Israel,
received a very strange commendation by the Rabbis. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananya - ASHREI
YOLADITO. "And as for Rabbi Joshua, the son of Chanania - happy is his mother". How out of
place is this eitationt ?ot genius, not memory, not piety, mot reputation % is the mark of
_this man's greatness - but ASHREI YOLADITO. Obviously, this sage's mother must have had
something considerable to do with his greatness in order for the Rabbis to mention her son
s0 respeotfully; and indeed she did% The Talmud reoords the taatimony of a sage of Jerusalem
who says ZACHUR ANI SHE 'HAYSA MOLECHES ARTSASO LE'VES HA'MEDRESH SHE' YISDABKU AZNAV BE'DIVRET
TORAHE "I remember how the mother of Rabbi Joshua ben Chanania would wheel his carriage to
the Aoademy so that the words of the Torah there expounded might impinge upon his tender
ears" . No wonder, then, that she revemled in her son's glory. For her gift to him was an
education which begen in the orib. She tau',ght him 'I‘orah-talk)not baby~talk. |

So then, a woman's first gift to her child is this edusation in his orib, in his most



impressionable years.
The sacond gift of mother to child is the understanding of the sanctity of homs.
When a young men has outgrown his infanoy end adolsscence and is ready to set out and
build his own home, when he is ready and ripe for marriage, he suddenly discovers that
his greatest present has been given to him over a long mymber of years by his own mother -
the gift of learning how to build a home in the finest and most beautiful of the Jewish %k
traditions of domestic pemce, Shalom Bayis. Indeed, our Rabbis already pointed out that
such a wedding present was cherished by none other than King Solomon himself. Writes the
guthor of the "Song of Songs"; TZENAH U'RE'ENAH B'*NOS TZION BAMELECH SHLOMOH, BA'ATARAH
SHE'ITRAH LO IMO BEYOM caasanajb UBSYOM SIMCHAS LIBO.
"@Go forth, 0 ye daughters of Zion, and gaze upon King Solomén, even upon the crown with
whioch his mother hes orowned him in the day of his wedding and in the day of the gladness
of his heart" . And when one Rabbi protested that we nowheres find that Bathsheba had
bequeathed a orown to her son Solomon, another answered ATARAH ZU MISHKAN, the orown of
which the Bible speaks refers to the Tabernacle. The Tabernscle, the Mishkan,was the
House of Ged . Mishkan literally meeans dwelling place and it is the orown or the crowning
gift whioh Solomon's mother gave to her son on his wedding day. This ghft of praotical
experience in the laboratory of domestic peace and wholesomeness, this lesson in the construc=~
Eion of the Mishken, is the wedding gift of not only Bathsheba to King Solomon, but of every
Jewish mother to her Shloimele, Yankele, Chaimel. The Jewish mother is a good wife as well
as a good mother. The home in which she raises her son and daughter is the sort of home they
will sat out to build when they marrv. The dimension’ of sanctity, love, devotion and fidelity,
which characterize the Jewish domioile are the eternal gift of mother to son and deughter.
The second gift of the Jewish mothery is, therefore, the construction of the Jewish homs.
The third gift of the Jewish mother to her children is Ega_}esnon of endurance, the
ab;;ity to resist adversity whether physical, mental or spiritual. Whether one olings to
the anolent belief of the superiority of the man or the equally fallacious theory of the
superiority of woman, as maintained by somo modern anthropoligists, or whether one beli eves
in some sensible form of equality of the sexes, he will always admit that the omne quality

in which women is superior to man is that of endurance, and resistance to pain and adversity.

A woman suffers the exoruciating pains of ohildbirth, and emerges sane, while the husband
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frets nervously, almost pressed to insanity, beocause of__;_m_gina 1_101: his own. How true is the
-modorn oomical stereotype of the nervous husband pacing up and down in the waiting room.
And the "TSAAR GIDUL BANIM', the long, sustained pains of raising ohildren, pains shared by
the husband but borne mostly by the mother whose charges they are. How often do we hear of
a wife challenging & husband to "stay homs with the ochildren all day and we'll see if you can
take it". It is indeed doubtful that he couldt Or take the matter of the constant grind am
routine of housework - something which most husbands and fathers make light of but whieh,

Ahee
in more pensive moments, he readily acknowledges. Ii_'qr while man may play the hero in aots

or oourago which are momentary or of other short duration, it is the women who is the r‘o-al
heroine when it comes to the more serious matter of resisting long, drawnout and austained
oonditions of adversity. ‘Nl_xgg a man will orack easily a woman can emerge with strength.
It has been the eternmal task of women to teach their sons this noble feat of re;]. endurance
and it is a lesson which they must constantly teach them even in their old age.

VA'YBHI KI ZANEN YITZAK. Isaao was already old in days, as experienced in life as one
could hope to be, y?‘b he feoll an easy prey to the sustained siege of Essau's guile. Esau
assaulted his old father ni_th all the tricks and ruses at his command trying to wiking from
him his last blessing. Isaac was indsed old - for his resistance to Esau's debauchery
had wask_enefl and he was ready to yield. But at his side was his loyal wife, Rebecca, one of
the four great Matriarchs, whose feminine constitution enabled her to strenghhen herself
against her evil son's tirades of hypoorq'cy. At long last it was Isaac who yielded but
Rebecca who prevailed. And our Rabbis' comment about grmxkaxxxsxkzk woman's x ocomparitive
ability to resist adversity bears repltition. Referring to this greater resistance by woman
to opposition and disagresable oiroumstance, they say "A bone is not harmed by a collision
whioh would :atter an earthen pot into pieces. Man, who is oreated out of the dust of sarth
hae not the endurance of woman, formed out of bone. (EI::\!:ETZAR BASHEM BLOKIM BS HA'ADAM
AFAR MIN HA'ADAMA)~8%. Woran - BTZEM m‘a‘!ml)f"lfha _‘IRebeaoa hes the greater resistance of
tha Bona, the Isaac - tThe lesser resistance of the earthen pot. And it is this whish the
Rabgcou must teach the Isaacs even after VA'YEBHI KI SAKEH YIZCHAX, when the Isaaos are
0ld men.

For these three gifts, the gift of education in youth, of home in young manhood, and
of endurance all thromggh out, even unto old age - men and women will always be thankful



to thelr mothers and all mothers.
No enocomium that we can bestow upon the Jewish mother is great emough. No gift
is expensive enough, What we have said and what we can say is limited by the powers of

our expression. For the rest, we rely upon the loving understanding of all mothers to

d‘sostn all that is within our hearts and souls.



