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MEMORANDUM 

2 Sivan 5724 

May 13, 1964 

Rabbi Norman Lamm 

Moses I, Feuerstein 

Becker Amendment 

Enclosed is a draft of the statement, which I would like you to 

study and change, superficially or radically, in accordance with 

your thinking. 

Since it must be ready today, I would appreciate your telephoning 
to Mrs. Gordon at the earliest moment the changes you recommend, 
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veh ya" the country ~ well over half of all Jews in this country, 
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American orthodox Jews are deeply concerned with the need to inspire On 

all children with awareness of the Divine Presence, with a Sense of their 
ow relation to the Deity, and with the appreciation of the importance of personal 

child shewid commence his daily sacs sil oe of spiritual wei 
Together with other Americans, we it to be the duty and respons~- 

ibility of the home and the house of worship to provide each child with religions 
instruction and education, The wisdom of the founding fathers of our country, 
thanks to which America has grown great, has given to every religious 
denomination the unfett ered opportunity to establish, develop and conduct this 
Program of religious education, free of all intrusion sisdacsiilg cl g°vernmental 

ty. Weare unshakably committed to this great principle and its corollary « 
Cypher h 62 
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we are pudal concerned with the spiritual deprivation suffered by vast numbers 
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of American children Meee ee ca cabbhelanting <4: sale 
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of the Almighty in their lives-end-in the universe. 

The various decisions of the United States Supreme Court holding prayer 

recitals, Bible readings and other religious exercises to be unconstitutional } 

make it necessary that a solution to the problem be sought within the confines 

of these rulings. The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America . 

On Ans AuYw 

endorses the principles expounded in the aforementiondd decisions, for-wefeel- 

that they correctly define the intent and character of the constitution, and 

accordingly strengthen the foundations of American democracy. We believe 

\wwas rf d\n" 

that ways can be found to fill the spiritual void in the public schools without 
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infringing in any way upon constitutional Hmitations v anne YS / 

With regard to the constitutional amendment proposed by Representative 

Becker, however, we feel that it could give rise to grave new problems that would 

more than negate the benefits which its sponsors envisage. Instead of remedying 

the ailment, the proposed amendment could have harmful effects upon the American 

body politic. We oppose the proposed amendment because:- 

(1) It might tend to make religious observance a matter of religious 

compulsioa-er coercion for those children who are afraid to deviate 

from the official norm. Notwithstanding the voluntary basis of the 

religious exercises provided for under the proposed amendment, 

school children might feel themselves compelled to participate. 
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(2) It will mate pubic uthority the daterminest of what the 

Kyou wy Xn wi (ve 
copey form of religious expression or exercise, thereby 
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imposing secular authority bac) “amma 

(3) It will open the doors to sectarianization of the public schools. 

The influence of the majority religion is bound to dominate in 

. a OR 

the choice of religious texteraA fw? = Ker” 

Accordingly, it is our considered opinion that the proposed arnendment 

2) 

would imperil the principles ¢ of religious freedom and rch-state separation, 
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with religion aad-an the entire character of 

American life. 

The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, upon due con- 

sideration of this issue, has formulated a proposal which we feel will achieve 

the basic objective while obviating the problem, cited above. The proposal is 

expressed in the following resolution passed at the Natio nal Bienn‘al Convention 

of our organization, and subsequently welcomed by leading figures of numerous 

other denominations and by persokages prominent in civic life and educational 

endeavor:- 

"18, Prayer in Public Schools 

The controversy that followed the recent United States Supreme Court 

decision which declared that group recitation in public schools of the 

so-called Regents' Prayer as contrary to the First Amendment manifests 

the deep commitment of American society to religious values. In the 

heat of this controversy, those expressing their agreement with this 

decision have sometimes been labeled enemies of religious faith, and 

charged with the attempt to drive religion out of American life. We 
deplore the attacks on the integrity of the Supreme Court, the highest 

judicial » body in our land. 
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At the same time, our concern with the importance of the appreciation 
and understanding of the role of G-d in the world on the part of all 
children, particularly the hundreds of thousand s of Jewish children 
and millions of non-Jewish children who have no such opportunity either 
in the religious school, the house of worship, or the home, leads us to 
state that we would deem it appropriate and consistent with the First 

€ ‘ay any Amendment to afford the pupile of public schools the opportunity to set 
Sov LDN out on their day's task with a moment of devotion. We therefore eee no 
ove s§ objection if the school day were to start with a period of meditation. * 

vend a 24 In this period of meditation; let every pupil think of the Almighty in 
“SUA ew terms of his faith and his parental religious heritage and thusly invoke 

ge? AY His protection for himself, his family, his country, and all mankind." 
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Ss any ere where etn iv neceary, there be aba danger as well 

Lah Puovwiny 
as opportunity, We are moze concerned with for a religious orientation 
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| for the child as he matures into adulthood - 
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; Wl aael’S Felinve sd (de. 

ea Pe ee sein. Since what we recommend has-been judged on 

\s 
— presumably within the interpretation of the Supreme Court, we 

are all the more SEN ee validity of our stand. 

Thank you. 


