"THE QUEST FOR JEWISH UNITY;
Getting beyond Buzz Words
Stamford CT May 3, 1999

1. J Unity=>industrial size yawn. Evryone knows: tear'g selvs apart; must
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So too a remarkable and apparently paradoxical Mishna in Avot V:
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Strange!—note English translations to avoid absurdity....BUT:
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R.Yona: npyonn stirs juics, shows new possbilities; diversity=healthy
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Similarly: lack diversty->stagnat’n of religious life, halakhic’c creat’y; /
il ST ym \".;“/' AT & oI e (N F L \‘.\M‘L vutA3# Gyt \ /
ZEIDE ST: no lay tefillin...bec np19mn betw Rashi/n™-...
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. Q: So, which is it? A:am all for np1or»! Expands horizons as ideas

tested/tried in crucible contrariety ... BUT @"®?7:means 3 things:

¢ no ulterior motv *objctv *respctfl! i.e, civilzed. NO AD HOMINEM

¢ What destroys NN is not npY2mabut the lack of genuine "7

-How tell if w"w5?—if done civilly... THUS: (Yev.62b)- on>n oar A2x 2™
onw oW M AT AT 20 VM KW 2301 'K 192 10 1,y 2 vh
(Here) Mark's Interp of 1973 92 Yw»w &%: didn't absorb m7» of %7

. --Presence of @"w% n1onn —>absenc stifl’g narrow’ss, openness....

“MAHARAL—(F&D pp.56-58)
--Rav Kook: np7mn is not antonym of 17w, bec Peace=pluralistic...
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6. TODAY: n7n» on two fronts--Orth/Nn-Orthx; & worst intra-Orthx
polariz’n. We Orthx: should b ashamd slves! Nvr gv
crdit/demonz/misquote... Nvr reconcile barroom lang. w @"¥?, no matter
positn/office one who...

-thus: diff’ces opinion on NEEMAN COM. ..

-Mst Resist attmpts stifle discuss’n/dissnt bec “D*217,”but alwys X"72-
RAV-ST: I know what I said; what do YOU say ... follows his ancestor

A+ 'PRAPMaR Ta K 191,%070 31 M3 <ann 3--191 parnn im--(X"9 0" ) P'nm n"an
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*Orthx-non-Orthx: Worst Orthx-bash’g my career... & they: vicious (like
us...) for collectv institut’l egotism, willing risk....
- & we: act towards them w contempt, derision...

How should we of M-O commy act t thm?
a) w DIGNITY--both to Rt/Lft
b) NOT patroniz’g/canddts conver’n...but: faith...
¢) teach them Torah--any place/any time, w-o condesc'n.I-HUC; 71"an
o TMKY 71 122 °NAwN 0 0 2 MOTY Tom 20 X (TR oy
c) improve own ethcl quotient; Sartre--Les Mouches--Hell= NO
MIRRORS... & if tk good look: own »9n...NYT. Rav:close yeshva
K LA

. BUT--drop Buzz words!--"Pluralsm"/"recogntn"

We must aspire t diff't defin'n U, one whch presrvs genuine

commit'ts/abjures negott'g convictns as if merchands/ argue-debate-

disagree--but disagree agreebly, debate issues not BUZZ, argue w passion bt
hatrd/disrespct/discrtsy. Rmmbr--we all =amows. ..

Historn Shelby Foote: <Cvl War, "U.S. are"; >Cvl Wr-"U.S. is"
~1670,000 yng Amrcns died t convert tht intranstv, copltv verb are 2is
Thus th unific'n in syntax & symbol. So we...

SO: It’s agree t disagree agreeably... Lt all opinions floursih--bt v"v%

encouraging honst diversty &, w same passion, barring mutual denunc’n,

humiliat’n. (&: not only Rabbis, comm'y Idrs; also indiv's....

1) o2 ©0v 070 MU O TIX KR T K, Twsn ovp Y1 nponn-mr' Miguel de
Unamuno (“Tragic Sense of Life”): My Gd dny y pc bt gmt y glory”

One thing is and should be clear to us: the approach of the non-Orthodox groups will lead to disaster.
If there is more than one way to enter the Jewish fold, and any one of them is non-halakhic, it will
lead not to the kind of disunity that now afflicts us, but to something infinitely worse: the break-up of
our one people to two or more nations, unable officially to intermarry with each other. Consider this
situation: we will not recognize most Conservative conversions. The Conservatives—if they are true
to their own convictions—will not accept Reform conversions. Furthermore, the Israeli Reform
group has said that it does not recognize American Reform actions such as patrilinealism and same-
sex marriages. Thus, we so far can count four different groups who will not intermarry with each
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