
cer) veal 

NeCAnIn, Nga h Uy dott Done’ “We WANA AE LE BEV wires Ww 

\) sGaAwety STERN SAMAK AW rrp clot ws: TUAW aw Som e\v< Yaw 

\osh Taw ef pyertey --- WAT ov ESS eg? Seyleal = vb was eyorry 

AQ? re YEA TANS ven cA \t Hs ng ~ s+ Qraalrass Ws ynre Nts, 

2 \nne~ haere N ge ileal (ub Rap - cemgcrery + Fry: 
. 

si TU ~ (yysn ass \\ mln \3 perl en \ koe. et at aN: nonvirs mryeeun 

AL WE Ae MOQ AE GN Sad was, Sal dee GT BV 3, 

*) UG Wen oil a 219% eng nye dyalyd ubb Aven | | 

ae AVA wt Subhas 
~ xy} ee FS & bye - spo Lire 

Aw vv dn aw repre WS \ Creo — daw wow ran vr e dwar \ Vn wane 

cae wn aver yreferet senas YU Cavavt\ BAAD vent |p rye 

3) Every culture attempts to inspire its youth to attain to 

excellence in various leadership positions in order thereby to 

advance that culture. It sets forth archetypes, jdeal personalit¥\: 

tyes which are models worthy of emulation. The relationship of 

these various archetypes also tells us a great deal about the values 

of the culture. 
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Similarly, the Jewish traditio 

types. Three of the most eminent, 

Sage, the King, and the High Priest. 

to the tradition, follows that order: the Sage 

the King, and the King more than the Priest. 

It is only rare in history that a successful combination of two, 

certainly of all three, can take place within the confines of one 

personality. Plato, for instance, spoke of the "philosopher-king ," 

which is a combination of Sage and King. The earliest Maccabeans, 

especially Mattathias and Judah, heroes of the Chanukkah event, 

were really combinations of all three. They were High Priests; 

they formed the royalty of the renewed commonwealth; and the Talmud 

considers them to have been scholars of Torah. 
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Dr. Samuel Belkin, of blessed m ; emory, was the Mattathi 

aay: ue successfully encompassed all three ideal types that - os 

ge and King and Priest, within his own personality ‘ 
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He was scholar var is ji ns var excellence. His intellect 10si 
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In addition to- his qualities as a Sage, he was a King too -- a man of practical affairs and commanding achievements. He was a visionary administrator and a spiritual aristocrat, who designed and Dullt Yeshiva University, and through it has benefitted SO much of the Orthodox and wider Jewish communities, and all of American society as well. From a small, weak school, he created a complex institution the major Jewish school of higher education in the Diaspora, and, the ‘ only such institution in the world to offer a complete dual program where students Can pursue intensive study of the classical sources of the Jewssh ioe eee along with a full liberal arts and science program, medicine and social work and law and psycholo i the United States and in Israel (at the Gruss iaeeieeey. poet, - 
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Moreover, he possessed the qualities of the Priest,-- the 

character of Aaron, the first High Priest, who was a "lover of peace and pursuer of peace." He was a man of infinite personal charm, 
sweetness of expression, shy and yet outgoing, loyal at all times, 
a warm and fatherly man. As a result of his remarkable attainments, there are today thousands of rabbis who tend to their flocks, 
physicians who minister to their patients, psychologists and social 
workers who assuage human suffering. 
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The legacy of this threefold giant personality, this Sage-King- 
Priest, this modern Maccabee, is evident not only in buildings and 
budgets, not only in degrees and departments, but also in hearts and 
minds, in Torah lived and science studied, in horizons expanded and 
intellects deepened. 
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‘If you want to know, 
in, consider this: 

* When college students, who have studied perhaps 
ten hours in their classes and done two hours of 
homework, then voluntarily come into the Beit 
Hamtdrash (study hall), 200-300 strong every 
weekday evening -- that is Dr. Belkin's legacy. 

When young men and women, medical students and 
faculty at Albert Einstein College of Medicine, 
insist on serving at Lincoln Hospital because 
the South Bronx is a dreadful slum, and its 
people are horrendously underprivileged, and 
they are willing to risk life and limb to serve 
the poorest and sickest of God's creatures 
created in His image -- that is Dr. Belkin's 
legacy. 

When young men and women, from Yeshiva College 
or Stern College for Women, give up their 
vacations and the possibility of extra earnings, 
to participate in outreach programs, to bring 
the message of Yeshiva and of Judaism to young 
people in New York and in California, in Atlanta 
and in Vancouver, in Australia and in South 
Africa, in Hatzor and Migdal Ha-Emek -- that 
is Dr. Belkin's legacy. 

When senior rabbinic students gather in my 
office to complain that a three-year post- 
graduate program is not enough to prepare 
them for the world of the rabbinate and 
Jewish education, and they demand a fourth 

*year which would be required of them to study 
Torah in order to prepare for service to the 
Jewish community -- that is Dr. Belkin's legacy. 

* When Cardozo Law School students approach me 
with a request that they too be permitted to 
study for ordination even while they are 
attending Law School, so that they not be de- 
prived of the opportunity of an advanced Torah 
education; and, when I report this to the 
Director of RIETS, he informs me that a similar 
request came from students at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine -- that is Dr. Belkin's 
legacy. 

When his student who was ultimately to succeed 
him in the presidency approached him, some 28 
years ago, to help him decide between a career 
in the rabbinate and Jewish communal leadership 
or in the natural sciences, and Dr. Belkin 
urged him to devote his life to the Jewish 
world, that too is part of Dr. Belkin's legacy -- 
and I hope it will be # worthy SBR of Ke HEMI | 

in human terms, what is the legacy of Dr.



Rabbis of two minds as to Halakhah of LOI Ary 
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Since possible to kindle in one area which not qualify...and place... 

I suggest: in larger sense we must abide by both opinions 

For ‘7.37 = substance of Torah education - ~’A Wwe, W5~ yoo 
its light symbolizes enlightenment, culture, education. 

YD = holding the candle aloft, bearing it proudly, Suppor ring 
it, Placing it in proper surroundings, millieu. 

> = duty of teachers, educators; AA = laity. 

candles of Torah of YU were kindled by giants - Dr. Revel by 
eminent ce ¢t>», professors, teachers - above all, by Dr. Belkin. 

The ry> was performed by several generations of distinguished 
laymen, philanthropists, community leaders - and by men and 
women of all levels and ranks who understood and admired and 
appreciated what that light meant for them, their children, and 
their grandchildren. 

Dr. Belkin was the great porte, His record is luminous, the 
enlightenment he bequeathed to us in his legacy at YU is epic. 

Now it is your task -- your noble, sacred, historic, and happy 
task -- to be J+ , to place Nr ~ of his legacy on solid 
basis, to allow if to flourish and sHine and illumniate every nook 
and cranny of Jewish life, to shed light of joy and meaning and 
beauty on lives of us and our children and our families. 

‘ 

Perpetuate his legacy, and let his immortal flame shine forth as a 
beacon of Torah, of enlightenment, of education for years and years 

to come.


